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laws passed by this Congress, takes ac-
tion to help the Nation.

The President will act as he should—
boldly, broadly, and soon—to help peo-
ple. And when he acts, tens of millions
of our fellow American citizens will
support him. Why? Because they care
more about justice and practicality
than they do about partisan politics
and the blame game. Because a policy
based on driving out 10 million immi-
grants is neither a sensible one nor one
that we should be spending billions of
dollars on.

The President will act because Presi-
dents before him have acted to solve
immigration problems when Congress
acted too slowly. The President will
act because he believes, as the Amer-
ican people do, that families are more
important and children should be
raised without the government coming
along and ripping their mommy and
daddy away from them.

I am tired of the manufactured ex-
cuses for inaction. The U.S. Congress
can still debate, vote, and pass an im-
migration law if it wants to, and the
best way to get it done will be if lead-
ers on both sides of the aisle work to-
gether. If you don’t like it, then do
something. There is nothing in your
way but yourselves.

——

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
CAREER OF JORDAN CLARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, when you are provided
the privilege and honor of representing
people from home and you come to
Washington, the very first decision you
make is probably one of the most im-
portant decisions, and that is who your
chief of staff will be. Today, I am
blessed to stand here to recognize a
man who I think is among the best of
the chiefs who has served any Member
of Congress.

I rise today to recognize the distin-
guished career of Jordan Clark, who
has served as my chief of staff and is
retiring from the House this month.
Jordan is a man with a deep love of
politics, public policy, and people, in-
cluding his family and most especially
his wife, Mary Therese, and their seven
children.

A one-of-a-kind personality and wit
as sharp as his record of public service
is long, Jordan will be dearly missed by
friends and colleagues from Capitol
Hill and beyond. It is these qualities,
combined with a distinct sense of
humor and an unmatched work ethic,
that took a young boy from Pittston,
Pennsylvania, to the halls of power in
Washington. But it wasn’t power that
Jordan sought. It was public service.

Before beginning his career in Wash-
ington, Jordan served in the United
States Army. He served his commission
after completing Infantry Officer Can-
didate School. Shortly following this,
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he was assigned to the Kennedy Center
for Military Assistance at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, where he served in spe-
cial warfare and psychological oper-
ations.

After completing Active Duty, he
served for 3 years as a captain and
company commander in the Maryland
National Guard.

Following Jordan’s service in uni-
form, he began a career in Washington
with the United States Department of
Labor, creating employment opportu-
nities for veterans. Because of his ef-
forts, he was assigned to the Presi-
dent’s veterans commission to coordi-
nate job programs between Federal
agencies and the private sector, and
was chosen by the Secretary of Labor
to participate in the Department’s ca-
reer management program.

Jordan later was hired as chief of
staff to former United States Congress-
man Joseph McDade, at the time Penn-
sylvania’s 10th Congressional District
Representative and also a senior mem-
ber of the House Committee on Appro-
priations. In the House, he also served
as a staff member on the Government
Operations and Small Business Com-
mittees, where he played an integral
role in establishing the first White
House Conference on Small Business.

Following the OPEC o0il embargoes,
Jordan accepted a position in the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Energy and was
responsible for the administration of
the country’s conservation and renew-
able energy programs. During this
time, he helped develop the Depart-
ment’s Technology Transfer Program,
promoting the sharing of research and
information between the Federal Gov-
ernment, private sector institutions,
and corporations. He was also the first
Department of Energy official to visit
Brazil to evaluate its ethanol programs
and production.

Following his time in the Energy De-
partment, Jordan served as CEO of
communitypath.com, a homeowner ad-
vocacy group and successor to the non-
profit United Homeowners Association,
which he founded. Before founding the
UHA, he was director of operations and
assistant vice president for congres-
sional relations for the 180,000-member
National Association of Home Builders,
where he created the Congressional
Contact Program, an industry model
for grassroots advocacy.

Upon his return to Capitol Hill, Jor-
dan served as chief of staff to Rep-
resentative John E. Peterson, my pred-
ecessor, until Mr. Peterson’s retire-
ment in 2008. At the time, he also
served as senior staff member on the
House Appropriations Committee, dur-
ing which he initiated and coordinated
efforts to eliminate the 24-year-old
congressional moratoria on oil and gas
production in the U.S. Outer Conti-
nental Shelf.

In 2009, I was first elected to rep-
resent Pennsylvania’s Fifth District.
Having worked with Jordan in various
capacities over the years, I have come
to respect his judgement and his work
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ethic. He is a man who is acutely aware
of the needs and challenges facing our
men and women in uniform. He is an
expert in energy policy, which is funda-
mental to the history and economy of
Pennsylvania’s Fifth District, the
birthplace of the oil industry in 1859
and today home to the emergent
Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Play. He
is someone with insight and under-
standing of the Fifth District, with its
diverse geography, residents, and econ-
omy.

Mr. Speaker, I could not have made a
better choice for chief of staff. I know
I speak for generations of close friends
and colleagues when I say: Thank you,
Jordan Clark, for decades of committed
public service in pursuit of a stronger
Nation. We wish you, Mary Therese,
and your family the very best on the
road ahead.

———
MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
there were many close elections across
America last week, but there was one
clear winner: ending our failed prohibi-
tion on marijuana and instead legal-
izing, regulating, and taxing adult use.

Alaska and the District of Columbia
voters joined Colorado and Washington
from 2 years earlier with strong votes
to legalize. Nowhere was that more em-
phatic than in my home State of Or-
egon. Marijuana legislation passed in
Oregon by a greater margin than it did
in Washington and Colorado. It got
more votes than United States Senator
JEFF MERKLEY, who was overwhelm-
ingly reelected. And this was in a low-
turnout, non-Presidential year, which
experts predicted would depress the
‘‘yes’ vote.

In a few minutes, I will be joined in
a press conference with ELEANOR
HOLMES NORTON, whose constituents
resoundingly approved legalization,
and will make the case that Congress
needs to stay out of the way of its im-
plementation. JARED PoLIS, who has
been my partner on efforts at modern-
izing and reforming marijuana laws,
will give a snapshot on the progress in
Colorado 2 years after legalization.
Congressman DANA ROHRABACHER from
southern California, the first State to
legalize medical marijuana 18 years
ago, has been a tireless champion of
the Federal Government not inter-
fering with decisions of local voters to
modernize and reform local marijuana
laws. He has helped dozens of his Re-
publican colleagues understand and
support marijuana and hemp reform.

Perhaps just as important as those
votes that passed was one that failed:
the vote to legalize medical marijuana
that failed in Florida. But it should be
noted that it garnered 57 percent of
statewide voters, again, in a low-turn-
out, non-Presidential election where
many of the people, polls show, who
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were supporters did not bother to vote.
It got more votes than any statewide
candidate in Florida on the ballot this
year. Because it was a constitutional
amendment that requires a 60 percent
voter approval level, it was not ap-
proved at this time. But there is no
question that medical marijuana is in
the immediate future for Floridians. If
it were back on the ballot in a Presi-
dential year, it would exceed the 60
percent threshold.

In the meantime, we are going to
work hard to implement the Oregon
law and take advantage of the next 2
years to learn from the experience of
others and refine our approach. We will
raise new revenues to help education,
addiction treatment, and law enforce-
ment. And most important, we have al-
ready stopped prosecuting people for
items that will be legal under the law,
and we will be better able to protect
our kids than the current vast under-
ground black market.

Now Congress needs to do its part.
We need to act now in Congress to
solve two serious problems, not just for
those States that have legalized adult
use but the 23 States and counting that
have legalized medical marijuana.

A narrow reading of Federal banking
regulations requires that these per-
fectly legal marijuana businesses be on
an all-cash basis. Restricting them
from having bank accounts is abso-
lutely insane, unfair, and unwise if you
care about money laundering, tax eva-
sion, or theft.

Additionally, I have legislation that
will permit legal marijuana businesses
to be able to deduct their business ex-
penses from their income tax. Because
of the quirk in the law—the 280E provi-
sion—small and emerging businesses
face punitive Federal taxation that is
unfair, unwise, and certainly unjusti-
fied. Regardless of how people feel
about legalizing marijuana, these busi-
nesses are here—and here to stay.

Passing H.R. 2240 and H.R. 2652 will
help treat this emerging sector of the
economy fairly and further protect the
public. I am hopeful that as the reality
of these elections and future changes
set in, we will be able to do a better job
of permitting them to operate and
allow this rapidly emerging area of
commerce to serve the public and
thrive.

———
OBAMACARE ARCHITECT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the dis-
turbing remarks that have recently
surfaced from one of the key architects
of ObamacCare.

It is no secret that the ObamaCare
was built on broken promise after bro-
ken promise. Millions of Americans’ in-
surance plans have been canceled; they
have lost access to their doctors and
hospitals; and instead of reducing pre-
miums by $2,600, like the President
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promised, premiums are skyrocketing
across our Nation. And now we have
seen one of the key designers of the Af-
fordable Care Act candidly discuss the
smoke and mirrors that went into get-
ting this disastrous law passed in the
first place.

Indeed, Mr. Gruber bragged about the
lack of transparency involved in the
process of passing this 2,000-page bill,
even gaming the bill language so that
it could not be scored properly by the
Congressional Budget Office. Mr.
Gruber refers to the ‘“‘stupidity of the
American voter’” as a necessary compo-
nent to getting ObamaCare passed and
signed into law. This is outrageous. On
behalf of my constituents in Ten-
nessee’s Sixth District and Americans
across this country, I reject this asser-
tion from one of ObamaCare’s key ar-
chitects.

The American people are much wiser
than this. After all, at no point in time
has ObamaCare been popular with the
public. Before it was even passed, the
American people did everything they
could to stop it, even electing a Repub-
lican senator in the blue State of Mas-
sachusetts to be the deciding vote
against it. But the Democrat majority
maneuvered their way around the will
of the people, passing it anyway. And
despite the underhanded efforts of this
law’s designer, it was still unpopular
with the American voters when it
passed. The law has remained unpopu-
lar to this day, and dozens upon dozens
of Democrat lawmakers who were re-
sponsible for its passage have lost their
jobs since its passage.

American voters aren’t stupid, as
ObamacCare’s designer says. To the con-
trary, they have repeatedly raised
their objections to this government
takeover of our health care system. In
fact, a majority of Americans still say
they wish ObamaCare had never
passed. And that is why as recently as
last week they sent majorities in both
Chambers of Congress to Washington
to dismantle this maliciously con-
ceived boondoggle.

Mr. Speaker, ObamaCare is arguably
the worst piece of legislation to be
passed in a generation. The law is such
a mess that it may collapse under a re-
view by the Supreme Court next year.
The American people get this even if
the law’s designers do not. That is why
they continue to send my colleagues
and I to Washington to fight to protect
them from this disastrous law.

————
[ 1030

HONORING THE LEGACY OF
FORMER CONGRESSMAN LANE
EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BusTOS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I proudly
rise today to honor the legacy of
former Congressman Lane Evans who
passed away just this past week.

Lane Evans served the 17th Congres-
sional District of Illinois, the district I
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now have the privilege of serving my-
self, and he served it with honor, dig-
nity, humility, and hard work for more
than two decades.

A Marine Corps veteran himself,
Lane Evans was a steadfast champion
for our men and women in uniform. A
veteran of the Vietnam war era, he
served on the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee from the time he arrived in
Washington, to rise to the position of
ranking Democratic member, a post
that he held for a decade.

Lane Evans’ record on behalf of vet-
erans earned him praise and respect
from veterans service organizations
and his colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring the life and legacy of former
Congressman Lane Evans by desig-
nating the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Community-Based Outpatient
Clinic located in my congressional dis-
trict in Galesburg, Illinois, the Lane A.
Evans Community-Based Outpatient
Clinic.

I first got to know Lane when I was
a young newspaper reporter covering
our region. Lane was always warm,
friendly, and accessible, and as a rook-
ie reporter, I always appreciated that.

I interviewed him many times about
a variety of topics, and while he was
young and with his trademark boyish
haircut, his quiet courage and drive
made him seem older than his age.

Through my interactions with him
over the years and with those who
worked with him and those who he
touched through service, I learned a lot
about the man and what he stood for.

A proud native of Rock Island, the
son of a firefighter and a nurse, and an
Alleman High School and Augustana
College graduate, Lane truly rep-
resented everything that is right about
public service. He will be sorely missed
by all those he touched, but his legacy
of service will never be forgotten.

The dedication of a veterans facility
in the heart of the district he rep-
resented is a fitting tribute and ac-
knowledgment of his career-long fight
to ensure all veterans get the care and
the benefits that they have earned and
deserve.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
in supporting this bipartisan legisla-
tion to honor the memory of Lane
Evans.

———

IRAN NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
we are now just 11 days away from the
November 24 deadline for the Iran nu-
clear negotiations.

President Obama and the P5+1 have
fallen for Rouhani’s stall tactics, de-
spite having every reason to suspect
that Iran was never serious about a
deal, and that is precisely why it is im-
perative that Congress use the mecha-
nisms at our disposal to prevent the
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