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push us further down this destructive
path.

No matter if you support or oppose
Keystone XL, we can all agree that
drilling and transporting oil has seri-
ous risks. It only takes one small
crack, one small mistake, to cause a
major oil spill and catastrophic, irrep-
arable harm to the surrounding com-
munities.

In 1969, my home district experienced
one of the worst oil spills in U.S. his-
tory. I saw firsthand the devastating
damage to our local economy, to
human health, property, and natural
resources. We have seen this happen far
too many times since then in commu-
nities around the country. The Deep-
water Horizon disaster cost 11 lives,
billions of dollars in economic dam-
ages, and untold devastation to the
delicate ecosystem of the gulf.

That very same year, we saw a ter-
rible spill in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
This spill was particularly noteworthy
because it involved tar sands oil, which
is the same type of oil that would flow
through the Keystone pipeline. Tar
sands is much harder to clean up than
standard crude, which is one of the rea-
sons that spill took nearly $1 billion
and several years to fully clean up.

Mr. Speaker, history has shown us
that there is simply no such thing as a
spill-proof well or pipeline. Accidents
do happen. In fact, accidents have al-
ready happened 14 times on the exist-
ing Keystone pipeline. Despite numer-
ous assurances that Keystone XL will
be safer and that spill risks will be
minimal, safer simply does not equate
to safe.

That is why we have the Oil Spill Li-
ability Trust Fund, which is funded by
an 8-cents-per-barrel excise fee on
crude oil and petroleum products. This
fund ensures that the oil companies
that create these messes also pay to
clean them up. But TransCanada is
currently exempt from contributing to
the trust fund for Keystone because tar
sands oil is not considered crude oil for
purposes of the program.

If Keystone XL is approved, the pipe-
line’s tar sands oil will literally get a
free ride through the United States. If
there is a spill, taxpayers and local
communities—not those responsible—
could be stuck with the cleanup bill.
This makes no sense. TransCanada and
all tar sands oil companies should have
to pay into the Oil Spill Liability
Trust Fund just like every other oil
company.

That is why I am offering this very
straightforward amendment. My
amendment would simply require
TransCanada to certify that it will pay
the same per-barrel fee for its tar sands
oil as it does for its regular crude. It
would ensure that TransCanada—and
not our taxpayers—would pay to clean
up its own mess in the event of a spill.

Mr. Speaker, if we as a Nation—and
these are our natural resources as tax-
payers—if we as a Nation are going to
bear 100 percent of the spill risk, the
least we can do is to ensure that those
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responsible pay to clean it up. This is a
commonsense idea that should have bi-
partisan support.

I urge my colleagues to adopt this
amendment to protect American tax-
payers and ensure that oil companies
pay what is only their fair share, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
withdraw my reservation of a point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation of the point of order is with-
drawn.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
claim the time in opposition to the
gentlewoman’s motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to remind the gentlewoman
that President Obama, through a regu-
lation, decided that diluted bitumen is
not crude oil for the purposes of the
trust fund tax, so the problem was cre-
ated by President Obama and the IRS.

We are in the process of trying to ad-
dress that issue. It is under the juris-
diction of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. In their tax reform package,
that is an issue that they are looking
at. But if we try to change that now in
this bill, we would be treating Trans-
Canada differently than all other pipe-
lines are being treated bringing bitu-
men into the United States.

I would also point out this pipeline’s
greater safety characteristics. It has
more safety characteristics than any
other pipeline built. We would think
you would want to incentivize its use
and not punish it with further tax-
ation.

So, in my opinion, while I have great
respect for the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia, this is simply a ruse to kill the
bill.

I would respectfully ask our Members
to oppose this motion to recommit and
pass H.R. 5682. The Senate has said—
Senator REID has said—that they will
take it up in the Senate. That is pre-
cisely what we would like to see.

I urge defeat of the motion to recom-
mit, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of H.R. 5682 is postponed.

D.C. ASKS CONGRESS TO RESPECT
THEIR LOCAL MARIJUANA INI-
TIATIVE

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, thank
you to the two Democratic Representa-
tives, BLUMENAUER and PoLIS, and Re-
publican Representative ROHRABACHER
who stood with the District of Colum-
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bia for letting our marijuana reform
bill stand today.

Although Blacks and Whites smoke
pot at the same rate, the majority of
those convicted of possession of small
amounts in the District of Columbia
and nationwide are Black. Your State
may not be counted among the 58 per-
cent of Americans who want cannabis
legalized. D.C. doesn’t ask you to sup-
port marijuana. D.C. asks only that the
Congress respect our local marijuana
initiative, which is every bit as much a
local control matter as the decision
made by four other States on this very
same issue.

————
[ 1900

THE PASSING OF FORMER
CONGRESSMAN LANE EVANS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
Veterans Day Week to pay tribute to
our dear friend and longtime former
colleague, Congressman Lane Evans.

An honorable man and Marine Corps
Vietnam veteran, Lane was elected in
November 1982, and sworn in January
1983 as a member of a large freshman
class that comprised the 98th Congress.
He hailed from a working-class district
and was a son of the working class. So
few Members are grounded in that her-
itage. He was intelligent, committed, a
true gentleman, and a patriot.

The economy and social benefit pro-
grams consumed the attention of that
Congress. Very high unemployment
levels hung over our Nation, mired in
the aftermath of a very deep recession
following the first Arab oil embargo
and economic policies of the Reagan
administration that did not relieve the
dire circumstances of unemployed
workers. Extending unemployment
benefits occupied that Congress as a
lifeline to millions of workers that saw
their livelihoods evaporate almost in-
stantaneously. In the spring of 1983,
Congress passed the historic refi-
nancing of the Social Security program
to assure the system would be sound
for generations to come. Lane had
fought to be a Member to fight for
that, and he was a ‘‘yes’ vote on that
historic measure.

During the first decade of Lane’s
service, we served together on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. After an ex-
tended fight, legislation was passed to
allow Agent Orange-affected Vietnam
veterans to receive benefits as a moral
obligation to these veterans who had
served. Today, Lane’s legacy lives on
as we continue to build on the founda-
tion he laid.

During his distinguished career, Mr.
Evans led the effort to fight for vet-
erans returning home with PTSD and
TBI. His efforts in Congress laid the
groundwork for a new chapter in the
way American cares for those suffering
from mental illness and the stress-re-
lated conditions of battle.
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