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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Susan Taylor
for sharing her energy and passion with her
community.

Susan Taylor is the Executive Director of
Villa Manor Care Center where she brings ex-
tensive experience and leadership to her
team. Susan mentors and encourages her
Villa Manor team to explore educational and
professional workshops which creates an envi-
ronment that brings the best possible experi-
ence for patients with complex medical condi-
tions.

Susan was proud to be recognized with the
2014 America Health Care Association/Na-
tional Center for Assisted Living National
Quality Award. Susan is the only person to re-
ceive this award in the national Life Care Cen-
ters of America organization.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Susan Taylor for being honored by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all her future accomplishments.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
privileged to recognize Mr. John Hutchinson
upon the occasion of his retirement from Gulf
Power Company, a Southern Company, as the
Director of Community and Economic Devel-
opment. For more than two decades, Mr.
Hutchinson has served the Northwest Florida
community, and | am pleased to honor his
achievements.

A graduate of Louisiana State University,
Mr. Hutchinson held various roles throughout
his career in the utility industry, which
spanned 32 years, and included Mississippi
and Southern Company Services. As part of
Gulf Power, he worked tirelessly with local, re-
gional, and state economic development orga-
nizations to help grow the company into what
it is today. Without question, when one looks
at the success of Gulf Power, one does not
have to look too far to learn of the impact Mr.
Hutchinson has made on the company.

Through his dedicated efforts, Mr. Hutch-
inson helped bolster the company’s job cre-
ation, strengthen community relationships and
support charitable and civic programs. As Di-
rector of Corporate Communications for 22
years, Mr. Hutchinson ensured that Gulf
Power stayed connected with the community
that it served. His unwavering commitment
was particularly important during some of the
most challenging times, including Hurricane
Ivan, which devastated the Gulf Coast, and, in
2009, he was recognized for his success
when he was named the Communicator of the
Year by the Florida Public Relations Associa-
tion.
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In addition to serving the needs of Gulf
Power's consumers, Mr. Hutchinson helped
promote economic growth and opportunity for
Northwest Floridians through his work with En-
terprise Florida and Florida’s Great Northwest,
where he worked with economic development
organizations to help bring new businesses to
the area and help local businesses expand
and hire new employees.

In addition to his myriad professional ac-
complishments, Mr. Hutchinson also serves an
integral role in the success of the Gulf Coast’s
civic community through his leadership and
volunteer work. Mr. Hutchinson currently
serves as the Community Economic Develop-
ment Association President, Chairman of the
University of West Florida Foundation, and he
is a member of the executive committee for
Florida’s Great Northwest. As a result of his
work in the community, Mr. Hutchinson has
achieved numerous awards, including the
Pensacola Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Community Leader of the Year, as well as its
Volunteer of the Year.

On behalf of the United States Congress, |
am proud to recognize Mr. John Hutchinson
for his achievements and service to the Gulf
Coast community. My wife Vicki and | wish
John and his wife Nancy all the best in his re-
tirement.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in honoring Marion S. Barry, Jr., the four-term
Mayor of the District of Columbia and Ward 8
Council Member, who is remembered for his
work as a national civil rights leader and as a
creator of post-home-rule D.C. Barry passed
away on November 23, 2014.

Born in Itta Bena, Mississippi in 1936, one
of 10 children in a family of sharecroppers and
one of Tennessee’s first black Eagle Scouts,
Marion brought his prodigious work ethic to
the civil rights movement before coming to the
District of Columbia. He left his PhD program
in chemistry at Fisk University to help form the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), became its first national chairman,
and continued to work for civil rights in the
District and nationally.

In 1965, Barry moved to the District of Co-
lumbia, and was quickly adopted by the city
and its voteless residents. Barry used his polit-
ical gifts and brilliant skills as a community or-
ganizer not only in the fight of its residents for
jobs, equal rights, home rule, and statehood,
but also applied them to the political process
to become mayor of the city. He established
Pride Inc., which received federal funding as it
trained and found jobs for residents. Marion
Barry was elected first as a member of the
D.C. School Board. He went on to be elected
as an at-large Member of the D.C. Council
and then became the second home-rule
mayor of the District of Columbia, in 1979.

As mayor of the District of Columbia in the
first years of home rule, Barry began the work
to make home rule work. In his first term in of-
fice, Barry, who inherited a $100 million deficit,
ordered the first audit in a century. He re-
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duced the city’s debt and balanced its budget.
He opened employment and business contract
opportunities to African Americans for the first
time and established a summer jobs program
that was to become his signature program. It
gave many young people their first work expe-
rience, for which thousands still remain grate-
ful. During his four terms as mayor, Barry
never forgot his own roots in poverty, becom-
ing an iconic figure, especially to the city’s
poor even as he worked to build an African
American middle class. After his years as
mayor, Barry became council member for
Ward 8, the lowest-income ward in the city,
where he also lived and was continually re-
elected. In his role as Ward 8 Council Mem-
ber, Barry strongly supported congressional
legislation that transferred valuable federal
land, including Poplar Point in Ward 8, to the
District of Columbia, and the congressional
legislation that established the Department of
Homeland Security headquarters, now being
built on the St. Elizabeths property located in
Ward 8, the first federal complex east of the
Anacostia River.

Marion Barry, who blazed his own path of
ups and downs, published his autobiography,
“Mayor for Life: The Incredible Story of Marion
Barry, Jr.”, this year. He was loved for his in-
domitable capacity to keep getting up and rise
above controversy and criticism to work for
residents of the District of Columbia until his
last days.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join me in
honoring Marion S. Barry, Jr., for his many ac-
complishments for the District of Columbia and
for a lifetime of fighting for the oppressed and
underserved.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Riverside County, California are excep-
tional. Riverside County has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent to make their communities a better
place to live and work. Ben Wicke is one of
these individuals. On Tuesday, November 25,
2014, Ben was honored for his service with
the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
Board of Directors.

For twenty years, Ben has faithfully served
his community. After being first elected to the
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District Board
of Directors in 1994, Ben ran unopposed in
1998 and was selected by the County Board
of Supervisors to fulfill a four year term. In
2002, Ben again ran unopposed, and was ap-
pointed to carry out another four year term.
Throughout his tenure on the Board, Ben’s
heralded leadership was often called upon,
serving as President in 1997, 2000, 2004,
2007 and finally, in 2011. In addition, Ben also
represented the Elsinore Valley Municipal
Water District Board of Directors to several
community organizations. These include West-
ern Municipal Water District, the Eastern Mu-
nicipal Water District, the Canyon Lake Water
Sub-Committee and the Quail Valley Coalition
Corporation.
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