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being selected as an honorable mention on
the Under Armour Girls High School All-Amer-
ica Team. We look forward to her continued
success both on and off the court.

———

HISTORICAL RECORD OF U.S.
TREASURY $20.4 MILLION STIM-
ULUS PAYOUT TO QUALIFYING
RESIDENTS IN AMERICAN SAMOA

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about the U.S. Treasury’s $20.4 million
stimulus payout to qualifying residents in
American Samoa.

[Press Release, Apr. 28, 2008]

U.S. TREASURY SENDING $20.4 MILLION TO
ASG To PAY OUT ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAY-
MENTS TO QUALIFYING RESIDENTS
Congressman Faleomavaega announced

today that the American Samoa Government

will receive $20.4 million from the U.S. De-
partment of Treasury to be paid out to quali-
fying residents as part of the Economic

Stimulus Package that was signed into law

to jumpstart the economy.

Faleomavaega and Congresswoman Mad-
eleine Bordallo urged the Leadership of the
House and Senate to include the Territories
in the stimulus package and make child tax
credits and tax rebates available to quali-
fying residents. The Members were success-
ful in their efforts and, prior to the bill being
signed into law, in a letter dated January 29,
2008, Faleomavaega informed Governor
Togiola and the Fono that, for American
Samoa, the U.S. Treasury would send a
check of an estimated amount and ASG must
have a plan approved promptly to disburse
the money quickly.

In a joint letter dated February 15, 2008 to
Secretary Henry M. Paulson of the Depart-
ment of Treasury, Faleomavaega along with
Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo, Con-
gresswoman Donna Christensen, and Resi-
dent Commissioner Luis Fortuno also urged
the Secretary to implement an arrangement
that will provide for the funds to be trans-
ferred in advance of the actual payouts of
the rebates.

“Today, Secretary Paulson has honored
our request and I thank him for informing
my office that he has accepted ASG’s plan
for distributing stimulus payments to resi-
dents of American Samoa, and that ASG will
receive a check for $20.4 million in order to
payout tax rebates and child tax credits to
those who qualify,” Faleomavaega said.
“This payment is in accordance of the Eco-
nomic Stimulus Act of 2008 that was signed
by the President on February 13, 2008."’

“The stimulus package was easily passed
by both the House and Senate and I, again,
thank Chairman Charles Rangel of the House
Committee on Ways and Means and Chair-
man Max Baucus of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee for supporting our request to include
the territories in the Economic Stimulus Act
of 2008.”

““I also commend Governor Togiola and our
local Tax Office for acting quickly and sub-
mitting a plan that has been approved by the
U.S. Treasury. I am especially pleased that
the people of American Samoa will benefit
from these rebates which will help bolster
our local economy,” Faleomavaega con-
cluded.

The full text of Secretary Paulson’s letter
of April 28 informing Governor Togiola of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

approval of ASG’s Distribution Plan was for-
warded to Faleomavaega’s office by the U.S.
Department of Treasury and follows:

Dear Governor Tulafono:

Thank you for your letter of April 23, 2008,
submitting the Distribution Plan for the Re-
covery Rebates (the Plan) in American
Samoa. The Economic Stimulus Act of 2008,
P.L. 110-185 (the Act), requires that I approve
American Samoa’s plan for distributing
stimulus payments to residents of American
Samoa. The Act also requires that once such
a plan is approved, the Treasury Department
make a payment to American Samoa in an
amount estimated as being equal to the ag-
gregate benefits that would have been pro-
vided to residents of American Samoa by
reason of the amendments made to the Inter-
nal Revenue Code by section 101(c) of the Act
if a “mirror code’ tax system had been in ef-
fect in American Samoa.

In accordance with the Act, I approve the
Plan, a copy of which is enclosed. Also, we
have estimated the aggregate benefits that
would have been provided to residents of
American Samoa by reason of section 101(c)
of the Act if a mirror code tax system had
been in effect in American Samoa at $20.4
million. A payment in this amount will be
made by the Treasury Department to Amer-
ican Samoa to fund the prompt distribution
of stimulus payments to resident of Amer-
ican Samoa pursuant to the Plan.

Sincerely,

Henry M. Paulson, Jr.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF DR. JERI PHEIFER

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2014

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the honorable public service of Dr.
Jeri Pheifer as she retires from her position as
Superintendent of the Everman Independent
School District.

Dr. Pheifer was appointed Superintendent of
Schools in 2004, after serving the Venus and
Albany Independent School Districts. Under
her tenure with Everman Schools, the district
has thrived and provided quality education for
the thousands of children who attend class
each day. Most notably, under Dr. Pheifer's
leadership the Everman Joe C. Bean High
School Graduation Class of 2013 achieved a
one hundred percent graduation rate. Her tire-
less work to improve and strengthen Everman
schools has not gone unnoticed. Earlier this
year Dr. Pheifer worked with Tarrant County
College to open its newest Early College High
School. Partnerships like these work to pro-
vide students, who likely would not otherwise
consider attending college, an opportunity to
earn a high school diploma and an associate’s
degree at the same time.

Over the past 35 years, Dr. Pheifer has
worked tirelessly in the field of education. She
has served as a teacher and administrator for
public and private schools, serving students
from pre-Kindergarten through the university
level. These positions exemplify Dr. Pheifer's
dedication to not only the community she cur-
rently serves, but to the State of Texas and its
citizens. Dr. Pheifer received her Bachelor of
Arts and Master of Education degrees from
Abilene Christian University and her Doctor of
Education degree from Texas Tech University.

It is an honor to recognize Dr. Pheifer on
the occasion of her retirement from over three
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decades of contributions to Texas commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to please join me in
recognizing Dr. Jeri Pheifer's dedicated serv-
ice to the Everman Independent School Dis-
trict and the State of Texas.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ALLAN
ALIFANO

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 2, 2014

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Allan Alifano, a retiring member of the Half
Moon Bay City Council. Allan Alifano has
served the people of Half Moon Bay with dis-
tinction through eight years on the city’s plan-
ning commission and since 2009 on the city
council.

Councilman Alifano has also served his
community through countless meetings of the
Local Agency Formation Commission and as a
member of the local wastewater treatment
board. While on the board during our period of
intense drought, he supported recycling water
from the treatment plant to meet local land-
scaping and golf course requirements.

During his time on the council, Half Moon
Bay underwent tremendous challenges includ-
ing the historic recession and consequent re-
ductions in sales tax receipts, as well as a
legal judgment involving land use decisions.
The combined impact of these events placed
the city’s finances in great peril. Councilman
Alifano was committed to seeing his commu-
nity pull through despite the odds. Ultimately,
Half Moon Bay emerged with essential serv-
ices intact and a renewed commitment to
community betterment.

Councilman Alifano is the proud owner of
Alifano Technologies in Half Moon Bay.
Among many offerings, it specializes in com-
puter support, complex IT design and cus-
tomer service through the provision of needed
supplies. The company is a prominent busi-
ness on Main Street, a location that dem-
onstrates the commitment of Councilman
Alifano and his family to Half Moon Bay’s his-
toric business district. Alifano Technologies is
also philanthropic, with the proceeds of e-
waste recycling going towards the Boys and
Girls Club of the Coastside.

Mr. Speaker, serving on a city council is a
challenging form of public service. Neighbors
may have your phone number or buttonhole
you in the store. You are privy to the most op-
timistic projections about the future of your
town, and to some of the biggest challenges
to continued prosperity. Allan Alifano handled
his responsibilities with aplomb, enthusiasm
and decisiveness. Half Moon Bay is a better
community because he offered his services on
behalf of its future. Please join me in con-
gratulating Allan Alifano on his service to the
outstanding community of Half Moon Bay as
he returns to private life in a city that was
guided by his hopes for its future and by his
service to all.
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