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Natural Resources Committee. At 10:39 am,
Rep. Flake’s office informs EF office that
message will be forwarded to Rep. Flake. At
12:08 pm, Rep. Flake sends message saying he
will speak to Ranking Member Doc Hastings
of Natural Resources Committee. At 12:31
pm, Republican Leader John Boehner’s Chief
of Staff responds thanking EF office for
bringing this to his attention and stating
that they will respond appropriately base on
conversations with their two Ranking Mem-
bers. At 12:30 pm, EF speaks to Ranking
Member Doc Hastings on House floor, and
also Rep. Flake who has also spoken to
Ranking Member Hastings. Ranking Member
Hastings and Ranking Member John Kline of
the Education and Labor Committee agree to
let bill go to the Floor by suspension. At
12:38 pm, EF office informs Majority Leader
Hoyer’s office that Republicans will agree to
let the bill be brought to the House floor by
suspension instead of UC, meaning a voice
vote will be requested and that the measure
must win by a vote of 290. At 5:18 pm, ML
Hoyer’s office agrees to put bill on House
floor. ML Hoyer calls EF. At 8:52 pm, EF of-
fice begins providing Samoa News with reg-
ular updates.

On September 30, at 12:19 am, EF office in-
forms Samoa News that vote is taking place.
At 12:27 am, EF issues press release stating
bill passes House by a vote of 386 to 5. At
12:31 am, EF office emails White House re-
questing assistance to get bill on President’s
desk for signature. At 8:00 am, White House
emails EF office thanking EF for flagging
the bill for signature. At 8:36 am, EF office
contacts Majority Leader Hoyer’s Chief of
Staff requesting assistance to get the bill
from the House to the White House. At 8:40
am, ML Hoyer’s COS states he is working it.
At 10:58 am, Majority Leader Hoyer’s Chief
of Staff informs EF office that he has taken
the bill to the Clerk’s office and that it is at
the Parliamentarian’s office awaiting clear-
ance, then it goes to Speaker Pelosi, then to
the Senate, then to the President of the
United States for signature. At 5:06 pm,
White House informs EF that President has
signed H.R. 3940. At 5:09 pm, EF office in-
forms Samoa News bill has been signed.
Samoa News issues breaking news flash. At
5:38 pm, EF issues press release announcing
that bill has been signed into law.

FRAN BAKER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Fran Baker for
her tireless dedication and love for the com-
munity in Jefferson County.

As the founder and Executive Director of the
Gold Crown Enrichment Program, a free pro-
gram that serves 400 kids per year which fo-
cuses on art and technology, Fran has raised
over $350,000 each year to keep the program
running for free. Under Fran’s direction, Gold
Crown Enrichment was awarded licensing for
an international after school program, The
Computer Clubhouse, part of a global network
of tech based after school programs. While
dedicating herself full time to this program,
she does not take home a paycheck. In addi-
tion to being a full-time volunteer for Gold
Crown, she also works in Jefferson County for
other causes that support children.

For nine years, Fran worked as a Title One
Reading Teacher and Literacy Coach in Jef-
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ferson County. Fran has received the Jeffer-
son Foundation Community Service Award
and was named Channel 7’s Everyday Hero.

| extend my deepest appreciation and con-
gratulations to Fran for her positive impact in
Jefferson County and for the numerous kids
she has and continues to support.

————

ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIF-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY OF GOLD-
EN OPPORTUNITY CLUB OF PON-
TIAC, MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
the Golden Opportunity Club, which was es-
tablished as a venue for senior citizens in the
Greater Pontiac community to connect and
learn. Founded with the philosophy that in-
creasing age does not need to impact an indi-
vidual’'s quality of life, the Golden Opportunity
Club is a community organization that directly
engages senior citizens in the City of Pontiac
to support a wide variety of activities that
keeps them both mentally and physically ac-
tive.

Founded in October 1964, the Golden Op-
portunity Club first met at the Lakeside Homes
Center in Pontiac with ten original members in
attendance. Its supervisor, Mrs. Johnson, im-
mediately recognized the club’s unique poten-
tial and engaged in efforts to expand its reach
within the community. After much debate, she
came up with the club’s signature name under
the presidency of Mrs. Annie Thompson. Two
locations and thirteen presidents later, the
thriving Golden Opportunity Club is now com-
prised of 400 members.

To carry out its mission, the club arranges
activities and events for all people aged fifty-
six and up. Club members participate in rec-
reational gatherings including: trips, picnics
and parties. In addition, the club offers its
members a forum to use their compassion and
desire to others by participating in charitable
events to support their community. The Gold-
en Opportunity Club also reaches out to ill,
hospitalized and homebound members by pro-
viding financial and emotional support to them
and their families.

Under the leadership of its current presi-
dent, Carolyn Price, the Golden Opportunity
Club has continued to stay focused on its mis-
sion of engaging seniors in activities that en-
courage civic activism and promote an active
lifestyle. Recently, the Golden Opportunity
Club has allied with Community Network Serv-
ices and other organizations to ensure that
their charitable contributions are benefiting the
community. The funds that the Golden Oppor-
tunity Club raises through its events are used
to make a significant impact on the residents
of Pontiac. Specifically, the Golden Oppor-
tunity Club uses some of these funds to award
annual scholarships to graduating high school
seniors, as well as an annual contribution to
the God U-C Youth Group, which is com-
mitted to inspiring and enriching the lives of
youth in Pontiac. In conjunction with annual
donations, the Golden Opportunity Club is
committed to improving Pontiac as it continues
to grow and develop. This past year it made
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significant contributions to Coats for Kids, and
the WHRC Elementary School when its roof
caved in.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the remarkable impact the
Golden Opportunity Club has made over the
last 50 years on the lives of senior citizens in
the City of Pontiac. As more and more mem-
bers of the Baby Boomer generation become
seniors, the health and happiness of senior
citizens will become increasingly important to
sustain robust communities. The Golden Op-
portunity Club is vital to this work in the Pon-
tiac community. | congratulate the Golden Op-
portunity Club on its many achievements and
wish its members continued success in ful-
filling their mission and encouraging the spirit
and vitality of Pontiac’s seniors.

———

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HISPANIC-AMER-
ICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Morris County Hispanic-
American Chamber of Commerce, located in
Morristown, New Jersey as it celebrates its
25th Anniversary.

The Morris County Hispanic-American
Chamber of Commerce is a not-for-profit orga-
nization, whose purpose is to serve the grow-
ing market needs of the U.S. Hispanic-Amer-
ican businesses and residential communities,
specific to Morris County and adjacent areas.

In the summer of 1989, Esperanza Porras-
Field, John Sanchez, and Neyla Porras
Moreno founded the Morris County Hispanic-
American Chamber of Commerce. The three
founding members began an organization with
the mission to “advocate, promote, and ad-
vance the interests of business owners, pro-
fessionals, organizations and corporations
within Morris County and the adjacent areas
that target and serve the U.S. Hispanic-Amer-
ican market.” Since then, the Hispanic-Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce has helped to
foster the prosperity not only of the Hispanic
community, but of Morris County as a whole.
Both Esperanza Porras-Field and John San-
chez remain active members of the chamber,
while Neyla Porras de Moreno remains an ac-
tive member of another Hispanic Chamber.

Esperanza Porras-Field, a founding mem-
ber, current president and CEO of the Cham-
ber, is stepping down after years of distin-
guished service. She has shown her dedica-
tion to promoting the welfare of the community
in founding several more Chambers of Com-
merce and facilitating their development. Her
involvement extends beyond Morris County to
an international scale, where she is on the Ad-
visory Board for the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce in Toronto. Over the years her ex-
perience and guidance have been a major fac-
tor in the success of the Chamber, and her
leadership will be missed.

Throughout the past 25 years, the chamber
has continuously been recognized as one of
the Best Chambers in the Northeast, within
Region V, by the United States Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce. In 2007, the chamber
was declared the Best National Medium His-
panic Chamber, and received the award again
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