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I urge the adoption of the rule and of
the underlying bill as well.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

A number of people who asked to
speak today are on their way here, and
we will do that.

I really want to stand up for just a
few minutes, pending those several
Members coming here, to say to you
and to the American people, Mr.
Speaker, that this country—America—
is a great, great, great country. It is
great because of its people. There is a
lot that has been said today and on
other days about some of our frailties,
about some of our warts, about some of
the problems that we have.

I think what Mr. CRENSHAW said in
his remarks is most appropriate be-
cause you have a man who has a num-
ber of very important issues that he
carries on behalf of his congressional
district in Jacksonville, Florida. He
spoke about also taking the time to be
a voice for millions of people across
this country, not just for those whom
he saw specifically in Jacksonville.

You heard the gentleman, Mr. MEAD-
OwWs, speak very plainly about two
Down syndrome young women of our
country who are key assets to our
country. We weren’t asking for any-
thing else today through this ABLE
Act that Mr. CRENSHAW has so ably
moved forward—it has taken 8 years—
than for people to have equity or fair-
ness.

In the larger scheme of things, as a
parent of a Down syndrome young
man, I looked at where we stood, and
said, “Why wouldn’t we allow the fair-
ness?”’

Really, let’s look at it another way.
Why would we want to keep these dis-
abled individuals from having fairness?
Why do we want to keep them poor and
in the same circumstances they are in?
Why would we want everyone else to be
treated under one set of rules and, be-
cause they are disabled, they are treat-
ed another way?

These are questions and discussions
that have been in my family now for 20
years. I don’t know why Alex is my
special gift. He is perfect. God made
every child perfect in His image. We
are the ones who struggle.

Today, we are working together as
the House of Representatives for a bill
that Mr. CRENSHAW saw a need for, and
he had the fortitude and the oppor-
tunity today because of JOHN BOEHNER.
Yes, CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, a Democrat
Member of this body; yes, some United
States Senators, including Senator
HARKIN of Iowa and, yes, Senator
CASEY from Pennsylvania; yes, CATHY
MCMORRIS RODGERS, a senior member
of our Republican leadership team who,
by the way, has a Down syndrome son,
Cole—we all worked together. This is a
special thing.

I think, today, it ought to be a pat on
the back for us, an opportunity for us
to say this is important and this is
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good. That is what we should remem-
ber from today, in that we may not go
to sleep knowing our job is done, but
that we did something right by coming
together as a body.

My dear colleague LOUISE SLAUGH-
TER, who is from New York, very clear-
ly understood a long time ago, as she
put her name on the bill, that this is a
good bill. Members of the Rules Com-
mittee, who typically don’t put their
names on bills, put their names on this
bill—380 Members of this body. See,
there are good things that happen.

I do want to thank my colleague, Ms.
SLAUGHTER. I do want to thank people
because this is a bipartisan effort. This
is a chance for us to work together,
and I think we did a good job today.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, in reply
to the gentlewoman, I will let her
make her closing arguments, and then
I will do the same.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, the Democrats have reserva-
tions on these bills, but extending tax
credits to ensure continuity in the Tax
Code is very important to us, even
though we know that large pieces of
America have been left out of this bill.

It causes us great sadness, but none-
theless, we recognize the need to get
this done. All of us appreciate the op-
portunity for the brothers and sisters
with disabilities to have the stability
that they need, and we are certainly in
concert with that.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

It has been mentioned a couple of
times today, but I also want to thank
you, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Georgia, for your distinguished service,
not only to the people of Georgia in
your district, but also to the people—
your friends—who are in this body, who
have benefited from your service on the
Appropriations Committee and who
knew that you took time, just as we
are doing here today, to deal with the
intricacies of NIH, to deal with the in-
tricacies of cancer, to deal with the in-
tricacies of disabilities, to deal with
the intricacies of our working together
as a country and as a body and as
Americans to make life better for peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, your years of service
here—some 20 years of service that you
have given—have been of distinguished
service. I have known you for a long
time and have admired you.

I want to thank the gentleman, JACK
KiNagsTON, for his great service to
America, which is exactly in line with
what we are doing today.

Thank you, sir. I appreciate your
hard work. Your being in the chair as
we do this is not by accident. It is on
purpose. With the distinguished oppor-
tunity that you have of serving as the
Speaker pro tempore today, I appre-
ciate your great service.

Mr. Speaker, we have made the case
today of what we are trying to do. We
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are on the floor to bring certainty to
the Tax Code for one more year. It is
not perfect—the gentleman from
Vermont noted that—but it is an op-
portunity as best as we can do in the
environment that we are in, and that is
what this is about. It is the knowledge
that we are going to wake up and do
the best that we can for the American
people.

Today is about the American people
and their Tax Code. Today is about the
ABLE Act and about millions of people
with disabilities who are attempting as
best as they can to make due with
what they have but who, tomorrow,
can get fairness and equity in that
process. It is about an opportunity for
families not to question why but to dig
in and help.

Today is yet another opportunity
when not only the gentlewoman, Ms.
SLAUGHTER, and I may work together
in our tutelage as chairman and rank-
ing member of the Rules Committee
but when we can have a common sense
of purpose. This is not perfect, but the
world can be better today and tomor-
Tow.

I would ask my fellow Members to
understand that we are here asking for
everybody to vote ‘‘yes’ on the rule.
They can do what they want to do on
the underlying legislation, but today is
an opportunity to give thanks for the
opportunities that lie ahead of us that
are about others instead of ourselves.

Mr. Speaker, I move the previous
question on the resolution, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1440
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 2 o’clock and
40 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.
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