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given enough time to plan to be here to de-
bate the bill after it was rushed to the floor. |
was home working in district when this debate
was scheduled and by the time | received no-
tice of the floor debate, no flights were avail-
able other than the one | was originally on.

Ten months ago this House considered and
passed a similarly horrible bill. Neither bill will
solve the drought because neither bill can
make it rain.

Instead of spending the last ten months
working across the aisle with all stakeholders
at the table to come up with legislation that
actually addresses the statewide drought, the
Majority has negotiated this bill in secret with
only a select group of farming interests in the
Central Valley.

Everyone in California is affected by the on-
going statewide drought and Congress should
not be picking winners and losers. Unfortu-
nately, this bill does just that.

H.R. 5781 is nothing more than a thinly
veiled attempt to use the drought as an ex-
cuse to steal water from the Bay Delta—and
to do so with zero regard for the folks who de-
pend on that water for their livelihoods.

The Delta supports thousands of jobs in
farming, fishing and tourism, and has an eco-
nomic output of more than $4 billion a year.

Millions also rely on the Delta for drinking
water. When clean water is pumped south, the
level of salt water in the Delta increases. Folks
can’t drink seawater.

The entire state of California is in a drought.
I's not due to a lack of pumping. It's due to
a lack of snow and rain.

If the Majority was interested in actually ad-
dressing the drought, there are things we
could do to help. Congress can invest in more
water conservation, more water recycling, and
more water storage.

With investments like these, we can collect
millions of gallons of new water, help farmers
better plan, and create good jobs.

This bill does none of that. Our people de-
serve better than this politically driven bill.
They deserve solutions.

Mr. Speaker, | urge a “no” vote on H.R.
5781.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 770,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of H.R. 5781 is postponed.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.
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SGT. AMANDA N. PINSON POST
OFFICE

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5385) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 55 Grasso Plaza in St. Louis,
Missouri, as the ‘Sgt. Amanda N.
Pinson Post Office”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5385

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SGT. AMANDA N. PINSON POST OF-
FICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 55
Grasso Plaza in St. Louis, Missouri, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Sgt. Amanda
N. Pinson Post Office”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘Sgt. Amanda N.
Pinson Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS) and the
gentleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5385, sponsored by Representa-
tive ANN WAGNER of Missouri, to des-
ignate the Post Office located at 55
Grasso Plaza in St. Louis, Missouri, as
the Sgt. Amanda N. Pinson Post Office.

Army Sergeant Amanda Pinson died
on March 16, 2006, while serving during
Operation Iraqi Freedom. She, along
with a fellow soldier, were killed when
a mortar round detonated. She was
only 21 years old.

Sergeant Pinson enlisted in the
Army after graduating from high
school and was known as a model sol-
dier, a ‘‘breath of fresh air,” and want-
ed to attend college after the military
to become a CIA or FBI agent.

Mr. Speaker, this courageous young
woman served her country with honor
and gave her life in defense of our
country. It is my honor and privilege
to stand before this body and pay trib-
ute to Sergeant Pinson’s memory and
sacrifice. I ask my colleagues to vote
in favor of H.R. 5385.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I support
this, and I can’t add to the excellent
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words of my colleague from North
Carolina.

It is an amazing thing when we are
naming post offices to hear about the
brave lives—in this case of a very
young woman with a bright future who
gave her life for her country. So I am
delighted to join in Representative
WAGNER’s legislation to make this
name permanent so that we can all re-
member and revere the memory of this
brave soldier.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Vermont for his
support.

I yield as much time as she may con-
sume to my distinguished colleague
from the State of Missouri (Mrs. WAG-
NER).

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my friend and colleague from
North Carolina for yielding me this
time, and the gentleman from Vermont
also for his tremendous support and
commitment to honoring our fallen he-
roes.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in honor of
a great American hero. On March 16,
2006, Missouri’s Second District lost a
brave young woman when United
States Army Sergeant Amanda N.
Pinson was killed in a mortar attack
while serving during Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a
moment to reflect on the life of this
young patriot.

Army Sergeant Amanda Pinson was a
signals intelligence analyst assigned to
the 101st Military Intelligence Detach-
ment of the 101st Airborne Division
based in Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

On a personal note, I have to say that
the Screaming Eagles are very personal
to me, as my oldest son is presently
serving as an Army officer in the 101st.

Amanda is survived by her mother,
Chris; her father, Tony; and her young-
er brother, Bryan.

Growing up in Lemay, Missouri,
Amanda enlisted in the Army after
graduating from Hancock Place High
School, where she won several scholar-
ships and was on the basketball and
the softball teams.

Amanda was always concerned about
helping others. In high school, she
started her own group called HELP,
the Hancock Environmental Leader-
ship Program. She enlisted all of her
friends to join, and Amanda and the
HELP group planted trees at local
parks and volunteered with local sen-
iors.

The group also planted and main-
tained flowers at the entrance of Jef-
ferson Barracks Park. The park where
she used to plant flowers is adjoined to
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery,
where Amanda is laid to rest.

Amanda also had the respect and ad-
miration of her fellow soldiers. She was
described, indeed, as a model soldier
and ‘‘a breath of fresh air” by Lieuten-
ant Colonel Lucinda Lane, who spoke
at her service.
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