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weekend. It is my prayer that America 
will take a moment to reflect on the 
meaning of that day. 

Its meaning is not a relic of the past. 
It doesn’t just belong to the ‘‘greatest 
generation.’’ It belongs to all of us. It 
was America’s solemn call to action— 
not for a generation but for all time— 
a powerful reminder of our duty to our 
Nation, to each other, to our children, 
and to an afflicted mankind. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, are we in 
morning business now? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I could 
not be a stronger supporter of efforts 
to prevent human trafficking. But we 
must offer comprehensive solutions 
that provide meaningful and reliable 
resources to support these survivors. 

Just this Congress, I have led the re-
authorization of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act—widely recog-
nized as this country’s most important 
tool in combatting human trafficking. 
The law reasserted the United States 
as a global leader in fighting traf-
ficking by strengthening tools avail-
able to prosecutors and providing serv-
ices for victims, including those vic-
tims here at home. 

The Leahy-Crapo Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act also 
passed this Congress. That bill ex-
panded the availability of grants to 
support victims of human trafficking, 
as well as sexual assault and domestic 
violence. 

And now I am working to enact the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth and 
Trafficking Prevention Act; S. 2646. 
This bill authorizes the critical re-
sources needed to provide shelter and 
services for the 1.6 million youth in 
this country who are homeless. Many 
of these young people are, or are at 
risk of becoming, victims of human 
trafficking. 

It is time we put our money where 
our mouth is. We must reauthorize 
these existing programs that work. 
These children, whether in Vermont, 
Minnesota, or Texas, need a place to 
stay and be safe. And I will not leave 
these priorities behind for political 
reasons. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. MICHAEL B. 
McCALL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a good 
friend of mine and a renowned educator 
in Kentucky, Dr. Michael B. McCall. 
Dr. McCall has served as the president 
of the Kentucky Community and Tech-

nical College System, or KCTCS, since 
1998, and he recently announced his re-
tirement from that position. It would 
be difficult to overstate his success at 
the helm of Kentucky’s statewide com-
munity and technical college system or 
the growth by leaps and bounds that 
KCTCS has seen under his tenure. 

KCTCS was created by the Kentucky 
Postsecondary Education Improvement 
Act of 1997, which united all of the 
Commonwealth’s community and tech-
nical colleges under one system to 
serve as a gateway to postsecondary 
education for all Kentuckians. Dr. 
McCall was named as the founding 
president in December 1998. Since then, 
he has overseen 16 colleges located on 
more than 70 campuses across the Blue-
grass State. 

Under Dr. McCall’s leadership, 
KCTCS has become the largest provider 
of postsecondary education in Ken-
tucky, representing 47.1 percent of all 
undergraduate college students. 
KCTCS serves over 92,000 students, and 
since 1998 the KCTCS Board of Regents 
has ratified or approved more than 700 
programs that result in certificates, di-
plomas, or associate degrees. 

KCTCS is also the State’s largest 
provider of workforce training, serving 
more than 5,300 businesses and 52,000 
employees annually. It is workforce 
training initiatives such as these that 
help develop Kentucky’s labor force 
and therefore its economy. 

KCTCS has also become Kentucky’s 
largest provider of online learning, of-
fering more than 77 online credentials. 
Thanks to Dr. McCall’s virtual learn-
ing initiative known as KCTCS Online, 
online learners can pursue higher edu-
cation at any time that is convenient 
for them. 

Other KCTCS accomplishments 
achieved under Dr. McCall’s tenure in-
clude the establishment of the North 
American Racing Academy, which is 
the first college-affiliated horse racing 
academy in the United States; the Ken-
tucky Coal Academy; the Kentucky 
Fire Commission; and the Kentucky 
Board of Emergency Medical Services. 
It is clear that Dr. McCall has kept the 
interests and demands of Kentucky’s 
students and businesses in mind while 
developing these programs. 

Dr. McCall has been an educator and 
served in community and technical col-
leges for more than 40 years. Through-
out his career, he has been recognized 
for his leadership and dedication to 
education. He was the recipient of Phi 
Theta Kappa’s prestigious State Com-
munity College Director Award of Dis-
tinction. 

Dr. McCall also received the National 
Council for Continuing Education and 
Training’s National Leadership Award 
in 2005. In the same year the National 
Institute for Staff and Organizational 
Development honored him with their 
International Leadership Award. In 
2004 Kentucky Monthly Magazine 
named him the ‘‘Kentuckian of the 
Year.’’ Dr. McCall also served as board 
chair of the American Association of 

Community Colleges, completing his 
tenure in 2006. 

When KCTCS was first established, it 
set ambitious goals for improving the 
level of college attainment for Ken-
tuckians. Thanks to Dr. McCall, 
KCTCS has met those goals. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Michael 
B. McCall, KCTCS has become a re-
markable community and technical 
college system in the United States, 
and it will reach even higher in the fu-
ture. I ask my Senate colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Dr. McCall 
and wishing him well upon his retire-
ment. He has certainly proved to be a 
great educator and a great friend to 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

f 

USDA PILOT PROJECT FOR THE 
PROCUREMENT OF UNPROC-
ESSED FRUITS AND VEGETA-
BLES 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, for sev-
eral years I have envisioned a way to 
give schools affordable and sustainable 
access to locally grown foods—a sys-
tem that would benefit schools, chil-
dren, and farmers alike. To make this 
a reality, I introduced the Pilot 
Project for the Procurement of Unproc-
essed Fruits and Vegetables as an 
amendment to the 2014 farm bill. I was 
very encouraged that the final bill in-
cluded this pilot project and optimistic 
that my home State of Oregon could 
help lead the way—as it often does—by 
hosting one of the eight programs. 
That is why I am so pleased to say 
today Oregon was chosen to participate 
in the pilot project. This is a win for 
communities and school districts 
across Oregon who can now offer meals 
made with the locally grown produce 
we are famous for, everything from ap-
ples to zucchini, blueberries to toma-
toes and everything in between. 

This is a win for the local farmers 
who will gain new customers to buy 
their fruits and vegetables, and this is 
a win for the school children who will 
grow up knowing what fresh produce 
really tastes like. 

This innovative and exciting project 
establishes a competitive pilot pro-
gram with up to eight demonstration 
projects, each representing a different 
region of the country. These dem-
onstration projects will help schools 
source healthy, local fruits and vegeta-
bles for the breakfasts, lunches, or 
snacks served to students. It is more 
important today than ever to ensure 
America’s children have fresh, healthy 
eating options when they are increas-
ingly exposed to unhealthy, processed 
foods. The partnerships that the pilot 
projects will surely grow will put 
money in the pockets of local farmers 
while also ensuring that our school 
kids are eating healthily. I look for-
ward to seeing these projects grow and 
contribute to the healthy lives of our 
Nation’s young men and women. 
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