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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING CONGRESSMAN TOM
LATHAM ON HIS RETIREMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2014

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor my friend and colleague, the
gentleman from lowa, Mr. LATHAM. | know my
colleagues will agree that his retirement is a
loss for the House and his constituents.

Ten times beginning in 1994, the people of
lowa had the wisdom to send a good man to
Washington.

He brought with him true and much-needed
lowa values, fighting the good fight for indi-
vidual liberty, fiscal responsibility, and eco-
nomic opportunity.

His work on the Appropriations Committee
for first responders, the lowa National Guard,
agriculture, and education will long outlast
him—a legacy of leadership many aspire to,
but few truly achieve.

In addition, as the House is well-aware, Mr.
LATHAM is my best friend. This, like all his
other duties, he has handled with grace and
good humor.

On behalf of the House, | thank Mr. LATHAM
for his service and wish him and his wife,
Kathy, all the best.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. ENNIS ANTOINE
JR.

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the accomplish-
ments of a dear friend and colleague, Mr.
Ennis Antoine Jr. Over the last twenty years,
Mr. Antoine has left an indelible impression on
the city of Atlanta, Georgia through his entre-
preneurial advances in real estate and philan-
thropic endeavors.

Whether it be in his church, his community,
or business, Mr. Antoine strives to turn any
challenge into an opportunity. In 2004, Mr.
Antoine moved from a promising career in
journalism to pursue his passions in the realm
of real estate, marking the beginning of a ca-
reer that would be recognized as among the
most prolific in the booming real estate market
of Atlanta. Later, in 2008, Mr. Antoine made
history by becoming the first African American
to be honored with the Realtor of the Year
award for his outstanding commercial accom-
plishments during a time in which Georgia was
still reeling from the Great Recession. Re-
cently, the Atlanta Board of Realtors elected to
honor Mr. Antoine by making him their 90th

president and the first African American presi-
dent in the history of the organization.

Throughout his distinguished career, Mr.
Antoine has used his success to empower
those around him. Well known by his friends
and family for a seemingly inexhaustible
amount of energy, Mr. Antoine spends much
of his weekends volunteering at his local
church as a deacon and assistant pastor, in
addition to also mentoring youth.

On many weeknights, he can be found
teaching real estate classes, where he passes
on the practical business skills he has accu-
mulated through years of shaping the Atlanta
real estate market.

When Hurricane Katrina decimated his
hometown of New Orleans, Mr. Antoine took
in over 40 friends and relatives whose homes
and livelihoods had been destroyed by the
flood waters.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to not only honor
the impressive achievements of this man and
his recent election as the President of the At-
lanta Board of Realtors, but also to commend
his compassionate contributions to my Con-
gressional district and to the great State of
Georgia. | ask my colleagues to join me in
venerating this distinguished individual.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT MERWIN CEO
OF MILLS-PENINSULA HEALTH
SERVICES ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the accomplished career of a distinguished
Californian, Mr. Robert Merwin of San Mateo
County, who is retiring at the end of 2014 from
his position as Chief Executive Officer of Mills-
Peninsula Health Services, a post he has held
since January, 1996.

A resident of San Carlos, California, Bob
Merwin is a 1971 graduate of the United
States International University, and earned his
M.B.A. from UCLA in 1973. He began his ca-
reer in hospital management in 1973 as As-
sistant Executive Director of the Long Beach
Community Hospital. He progressed up the
corporate ladder at Long Beach, joined Pacific
Presbyterian Medical Center, then came to
Mills-Peninsula in 1987 as Executive Vice
President and Chief Operations Officer.

Bob Merwin has served our community as a
member of the San Mateo Rotary Club, the
American College of Health Care Executives,
as Chair of the West Bay Hospital Con-
ference, and Chair of the Hospital Consortium
of San Mateo County.

He is a past director of the American Red
Cross Bay Area and a member of the Finance
Committee of the Health Plan of San Mateo.

Mills-Peninsula has thrived under Bob
Merwin’s leadership. He has improved rela-

tions between physicians and management,
contained costs while increasing productivity,
and helped develop a strategic plan for the
combined hospitals. Under his leadership a
new 241 bed acute care facility, Mills-Penin-
sula Medical Center was constructed. It is a
state-of-the-art, $640 million, 450,000 square
foot facility that is a source of pride to our en-
tire community.

Bob Merwin is married to Jean Merwin and
he is the father of Michael and Megan. He en-
joys golf, tennis and photography.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring Bob
Merwin for his stellar career in hospital man-
agement and for his extraordinary contribu-
tions to our community and our country.

————

MEDICAID AND WOMEN’S HEALTH

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to urge my colleagues to act before the end of
this year to improve access to care for low-in-
come women in America. The Medicaid pri-
mary care bump, which expires on December
31st, should be extended and must be ex-
panded to include women’s health.

The current program has improved access
to care for low-income Americans by increas-
ing reimbursement for primary care and vac-
cine administration codes in Medicaid to Medi-
care levels. However, women’s health was left
out of the original provision. | think it is critical
that we correct this oversight.

Ob-gyns deliver primary and preventative
care to women, and an ob-gyn is often the
only doctor a woman sees on a regular basis.
In lowa, Ob-gyns are considered primary care
under our state Medicaid program. However,
the federal law as written says they are not,
making it harder for low-income women to get
needed care. Extending and expanding the
Medicaid primary care access bump would
make care available to women in need.

In lowa, providers receive only 77% in Med-
icaid reimbursement compared to Medicare for
primary services. This affects a physician’s
willingness to accept new Medicaid patients,
and 23% of women Medicaid beneficiaries re-
port problems with finding a new doctor who
will accept their insurance due to low Medicaid
payment rates, compared to 7% of Medicare
beneficiaries and 13% of women with private
insurance.

| support extending the Medicaid primary
care access bump and expanding it to include
women’s health so that all lowa women can
access the critical primary and preventative
care services they need. | would like to thank
colleagues of both parties for introducing legis-
lation to do just this.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER 2 WILLIAM C. SMITH

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor retired United States
Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 William C. Smith
who passed away on Friday, November 28,
2014.

William “Bill” Smith made the decision at a
young age to join the military and serve our
country. After graduating from high school, he
enlisted to serve in the United States Army.

Soon after joining the Army, Bill came back
home to marry his 3rd grade sweetheart,
Mona Joye Swanson of Mount Jewett, Penn-
sylvania. He was named Honor Graduate in
1951 at his graduation from the Non-Commis-
sioned Officer (NCO) Academy, achieving the
highest grades in all phases of the course. He
also attended Winona State University in Min-
nesota. Bill continued to serve in the Army for
22 years at duty stations in New York, Massa-
chusetts, Oklahoma, Colorado, Texas, Penn-
sylvania, Minnesota, Germany, and Korea.

In his later military years, he served in
Bravo Battery, 3rd battalion (Hercules), 68th
Artillery, Army Air Defense Command, as a
Nike missile technician, and retired as a Chief
Warrant Officer 2. During his service he was
awarded with an Army Commendation Medal,
National Defense Service Medal, Army Forces
Reserve Medal, and an Expert Missile Man
Badge.

After leaving the military in 1968, Bill ac-
cepted a job with Texas Instruments (Tl) and
the family settled in Plano, Texas. He worked
for Tl until 1990, when he retired after 22
years, attaining the “Gold Badge” level.

On November 28, 2014, William Carl Smith
was laid to rest. His legacy will live on for
many generations, as Bill is survived by his
and Mona’s nine children, 20 grandchildren,
24 great-grandchildren, and many nieces and
nephews. He will forever be remembered as a
caring man who cherished family values and
who was dedicated to serving our Great Na-
tion.

America thanks Bill and his family for their
service and sacrifice on behalf of our country.

As | close, | ask everyone to continue pray-
ing for our country during these difficult times.
| also ask everyone to pray for our military
men and women who protect us from external
threats and our first responders who protect
us from internal threats right here at home.

God bless our military men and women, and
God bless the United States of America.

FUTURE PEARLAND FOOTBALL
HEROES ARE YOUNG BUT MIGHTY

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Pearland Patriots for winning
the 2014 Bay Area Football League champion-
ship.

Their dominating victory caps off a year of
excellent performance against tough oppo-
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nents, and is a testament to their hard work
and focus throughout the season. The dis-
cipline that carried them through the cham-
pionship game will bring continued success as
they advance in their athletic careers and build
on the Pearland community’s great legacy in
football.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations to the Pearland Patriots for win-
ning the Bay Area Football League champion-
ship. We look forward to their continued suc-
cess both on and off the field.

HONORING BARBARA BAYMON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Ms. Barbara Baymon
who is a remarkable Leader and Public Serv-
ant.

Ms. Barbara Baymon holds a B.A. degree in
Speech Communication from Mississippi Val-
ley State University and an M.A. degree from
Arkansas State University.

Ms. Baymon teaches a variety of speech
courses in the department of Communication
and is also the Director of Theater. She is the
Coordinator for the Speech Communication
major.

Each semester, Ms. Baymon directs one or
more productions that features MVSU stu-
dents and is performed on campus and on the
road. Her duties also include serving on var-
ious departmental and university committees.

Ms. Baymon is also active in her commu-
nity. She is an Alderwoman for Isola and
President of Humphrey County Hospital Board
of Directors.

Her memberships include Alpha Kappa Mu
Honor Society, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,

Inc, Mississippi Theater Association, Mis-
sissippi Communication Association, Inter-
national Communication Association and

Southern Conference on Afro-American Stud-
ies, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Barbara Baymon, a leader
and public servant, for her dedication to serv-
ing others and giving back to the African
American community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID E.
GLOWINSKI FOR 37 YEARS OF
FEDERAL SERVICE IN THE DE-
FENSE CONTRACT MANAGEMENT
AGENCY

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life’s work of David E.
Glowinski. For the better part of four decades,
Mr. Glowinski has served the Defense Con-
tract Management Agency with distinction. On
January 2, 2015, Mr. Glowinski will retire from
federal service after more than 37 years.

David E. Glowinski was born in Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania. A graduate of Wilkes
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University, David graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics and a Master’s in Business
Administration. After finishing school, David
began working for the Department of Defense
in August 1977. He was stationed at General
Dynamics in Eynon, where he worked as
Quality Assurance Specialist. In 1980, David
became an Industrial Specialist and has
served in that capacity until the present time.

During his time with the Department of De-
fense, Mr. Glowinski built up a reputation for
being an outstanding worker and vigilant stew-
ard of resources. David was well known for his
superior technical skills and constantly relied
on for his technical expertise at General Dy-
namics. He was often called upon to complete
complex delivery predictions and notices for
Top 500 contractors. In addition, Mr. Glowinski
managed expedited customer requests which
assisted early delivery in support of critical
worldwide missions. Because of his dedica-
tion, Mr. Glowinski was recognized for out-
standing performance in each of his 37 years
at General Dynamics.

| take great honor in congratulating Mr.
Glowinski on his retirement from federal serv-
ice. His career with the Defense Contract
Management Agency has been exceptional. |
offer my thanks for his service to our country,
and | wish him the best in retirement.

——————

HONORING THE FRALINGER
STRING BAND’S 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Fralinger String Band
as it celebrates its 100th anniversary on De-
cember 18, 2014.

The Fralinger String Band was founded on
December 18, 1914 by a group of young men
playing music on a street corner in South
Philadelphia where physician Dr. John
Fralinger operated a neighborhood drug store,
in the heart of Pennsylvania’s 1st Congres-
sional District. The doctor, known for his inter-
est in promoting promising youth, would spon-
sor the band. The J.J. Fralinger String Band
would make its debut in the New Year's Day
Mummers Parade, a Philadelphia tradition, on
January 1, 1915, just two weeks after its
founding.

The band has won an unmatched 16 first-
place prizes in the Mummer's Parade in the
last 50 years, and was the first string band to
use the saxophone and the first to appear in
a major motion picture. The band served as a
goodwill ambassador for Philadelphia and
traveled throughout both the United States
and the world, in Miss America Pageant Pa-
rades, and the International Chinese New
Year Parade in Hong Kong.

Over its 100-year history, the Fralinger
String Band has been led by the friends and
family members of Dr. Fralinger and operates
today as a non-profit corporation run entirely
by volunteers. The band’s clubhouse is still lo-
cated in the heart of South Philadelphia, just
feet from the original Fralinger Pharmacy.

| invite you and all of my colleagues to join
me in commemorating the 100th anniversary
of the Fralinger String Band. May its commit-
ment to performing for and entertaining people
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of all ages be an inspiration to all of us in the
years to come.

RECOGNIZING HARRY WAMPLER
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, |
wish today to recognize one of the most ad-
mired public servants in my District on the oc-
casion of his 80th birthday.

Harry Wampler has served my State with
distinction for many decades, and he has one
of the most well-known last names in my Dis-
trict.

His family founded Wampler's Sausage in
1937 with just $38 worth of supplies, and
today, most folks in East Tennessee could
probably sing the Wampler's Sausage jingle—
“made on the farm in Tennessee.”

Wampler's Sausage is an iconic Tennessee
company that Harry helped lead. During his
successful business career, he has also
served as President and CEO of Family
Brands International and as a member of the
Board of Emeritus of Sun Trust Bank and the
Board of Trustees of Baptist Hospital. He is a
longtime member of the Civitan Club, serving
as President twice and named Civitan “Man of
the Year.”

For several decades, Harry Wampler has
also served the people of Lenoir City in public
office, including the Lenoir City Council, the
Loudon County Planning Commission, and the
Tennessee State Legislature.

He has also held the post of Vice Mayor of
Lenoir City, member of the Lenoir City Utilities
Power Board, Chairman of the Republican
Party of Loudon County, and Deacon of First
Baptist Church of Lenoir City, where he
served as Chairman several times.

Harry’s hard work, personal faith and love of
East Tennessee is very well known by his
constituents.

He is a very patriotic American and one of
the finest public servants | have ever known.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my Colleagues and
other Readers of the RECORD to join me in
wishing a very happy birthday to my friend
Harry Wampler and celebrate his impressive
service to the people of Loudon County,
Tennessee.

APPLAUDING THE PEARLAND OIL-
ERS—A TEXAS FOOTBALL POW-
ERHOUSE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Pearland Oilers for winning
the 2014 South Texas Youth Football Associa-
tion championship.

Their overpowering performance highlighted
the athletic ability and relentless work ethic
that carried the Oilers past tough opponents
all season. The lessons of previous seasons
and defensive greatness have helped these
terrific athletes achieve success at the highest
level of youth football and will continue to
serve them well in future challenges.
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On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations to the Pearland Oiler sophomore
football team for winning the South Texas
Youth Football Association championship. We
look forward to their continued success both
on and off the field.

———

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
HIGHWAY

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of H.R.
4926 and to honor the life of a truly remark-
able man that we lost this year, Jim Oberstar.
This legislation would designate the “James L.
Oberstar Memorial Highway” and the “James
L. Oberstar National Scenic Byway” in the
State of Minnesota, but more importantly, it
would honor the legacy of one of our most be-
loved former colleagues.

Jim grew up appreciating the value of hard
work and he innately understood the impor-
tance of cultivating strong relationships and
tirelessly fighting for what was right.

He left the House of Representatives and
the nation quite frankly, in a better place than
when he found it. He was the consummate
public servant and has an incredible lasting
legacy.

In the 18 terms he served in Congress, he
had a remarkable impact on the transportation
industry in America and upon all of his col-
leagues. He was uniquely aware of the value
of jobs, the economy, and the interconnected-
ness of goods and people throughout the
country.

In a profession not always known for brevity
of remarks, his speeches, as we can all attest,
were amongst the most lengthy. However,
when delivering remarks, he spoke passion-
ately and with great intellect, never failing to
effectively convey his point to a wide variety of
audiences.

More importantly, he understood the value
of bipartisanship in Washington and never let
politics get in the way of good policy.

While we mourn the loss of our dear friend,
we celebrate his life and service to this nation.
| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

———

TRIBUTE TO KATHERINE “KELLY”
KRAUSER KNOTT

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to a wonderful
young woman, Katherine “Kelly” Krauser
Knott, who passed away last week after a long
and courageous battle with breast cancer. We
will miss Kelly dearly. She brought grace and
warmth to everything she did. She was a great
colleague, a great wife and mother, and a
great friend to all she knew.

Kelly was one of the best parts of the fabric
of life for those of us who have the privilege
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of serving the people here on Capitol Hill.
Every day, lawmakers and staff interact with
dozens or even hundreds of people who are
representing their issues or interests in Con-
gress; but few of these people make the kind
of lasting impression that Kelly made on many
of us. She was a tireless advocate for her
members at the Associated General Contrac-
tors of America and later at the National Retail
Federation. Many of us had the pleasure of
working with Kelly on tough policy issues over
the years, and we appreciated her patience,
her perseverance and her friendship through
all.

Kelly came to Washington, DC from Con-
necticut with a bachelor's degree from St.
Mary’s College, Notre Dame in Indiana, and
she earned a master’s degree in political man-
agement from George Washington University.
She got her start on Capitol Hill with the late
Representative Mel Hancock from south-
western Missouri, and I'm sure it didn’t take
long for her colleagues in Mr. Hancock’s office
to recognize that Kelly was a team player and
a quiet leader who was always eager to pitch
in and help.

The staff and members of the Associated
General Contractors of America were fortunate
enough to work with Kelly through her mar-
riage to Stewart and birth of her three chil-
dren. She was a thoughtful, informed and ag-
gressive member of the AGC team. She had
a unique way of asserting her position without
being too disagreeable. She made friends in
the association, became a favorite of mem-
bers who came to town and had a good way
of guiding constituent comments back to the
topic of concern without getting in their way.
Most of all she was a friend and a person who
used her warmth and charm to make others
feel good.

Later on, even though her own family was
still quite young, Kelly’s effective leadership
was again at the fore as she became a men-
tor mom to other young working mothers who
learned to count on her as a source of wisdom
on balancing work and family responsibilities.
While her work was important to Kelly, family
always came first. In the last hours of her
fight, her thoughts were not about the busi-
ness of continuing resolutions, issue briefs or
committee assignments, but of simply ensur-
ing that the right Christmas tree was brought
home to her house so that her treasured chil-
dren would have all that they needed for
Christmas.

Kelly was a wonderful friend and colleague
to so many, a trusted advocate on many
issues, a loving wife, and a beautiful and en-
during role model for her children. We have
worried about and prayed for Kelly and her
family during the course of her iliness. We will
continue to worry about and pray for her fam-
ily as we all deal with the hole in our lives that
comes from her passing. We know that her
shoes will be impossible to fill, we are privi-
leged to say that we were given the oppor-
tunity to call her a friend and colleague.

| am sure that many of my colleagues join
me today in saying that our hearts go out to
Kelly’'s husband Stewart, her three beautiful
children, Carson (9), Halle (6) and Kendall (6),
her loving family, and her friends, too numer-
ous to count.
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF BOSCOV’S

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
partnership with my colleagues, Representa-
tive CHARLIE DENT, Representative PAT MEE-
HAN, and Representative JOE PITTS, to recog-
nize Boscov’s, one of the nation’s largest fam-
ily-owned department store chains, on the oc-
casion of its 100th Anniversary.

Boscov’s, headquartered in Berks County,
Pennsylvania, was founded by Solomon
Boscov in 1914 at 9th and Pike Streets in
Reading, Pennsylvania. Solomon emigrated to
the United States in 1911, purchased $8 worth
of merchandise, and traveled on foot through
Lancaster and Berks Counties selling his
wares. Within a year, he had saved enough to
purchase a horse and wagon and increase his
inventory.

From these humble beginnings, Boscov’s
has grown to a chain of 43 stores in 6 states
with a yearly revenue of over $1 billion. Cur-
rently headed by Solomon’s son, Albert, who
serves as Chairman and CEO, Boscov’s is
one of the last family-owned department store
chains in the United States. In addition to of-
fering fine merchandise at outstanding value,
Albert Boscov has been a tireless advocate for
the Greater Reading area and his devotion to
the community, through civic and charitable
activities, is unrivaled. Throughout its long and
storied history, Boscov’s has exemplified the
notion that quality never goes out of style. And
Albert has exemplified the principle of cor-
porate leaders being involved in their commu-
nity’s life and reaching beyond the company
office to help those in need.

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of its 100 years
of faithful service to its customers and commu-
nity, | and my Pennsylvania colleagues ask
that the House join us today in recognizing
Boscov’s on the exciting occasion of its 100th
Anniversary.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,991,068,498,107.32. We've
added $7,364,191,449,194.24 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.3 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.
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RECOGNIZING THE DESERT VISTA
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS CROSS
COUNTRY TEAM

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Girls Cross Country Team of
Desert Vista High School in Phoenix, Arizona,
home of the Thunder. On November 8, 2014,
the team won the Division One State Cham-
pionship in Cross Country, and the team’s
captain, Senior Dani Jones, set a new course
record for Arizona.

This year, for the first time in Desert Vista
High School history, the team qualified for the
Nike Cross Nationals, a meet that brings to-
gether the fastest high school cross country
teams and individuals from around the coun-
try. On Saturday December 6, 2014, the team
took 5th place at this meet, and Dani Jones
took 3rd place in the individual category.

This past year, | have had the great honor
of running with the team during their early
morning practices. The focus, dedication and
spirit of these exceptional young women are
inspiring.

Congratulations to the Desert Vista High
School Girls Cross Country Team, to Team
Captain Dani Jones, and to Head Coach Jeff
Messer and his dedicated coaching staff. This
amazing team consists of exceptional young
female athletes, dedicated coaches, and sup-
portive parents.

| am very proud to represent the students
and families of Desert Vista High School, and
| urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the accomplishments of these remarkable
young women.

HONORING MR. TONY ROACH
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Amer-
ican Soldier, Sergeant First Class Tony
Roach, a resident of Shaw, Mississippi.

Sergeant First Class Roach entered the
Army Reserves on February 9, 1990, and
completed Basic and Advanced Individual
Training as an armor crewman at Fort Knox,
Kentucky directly after graduating from Shaw
High School. He was stationed at Fort Hood,
Texas and Camp Shelby, Mississippi. His
overseas assignment include Log Base Seitz
in Iraq.

SFC Roach was deployed in support of Op-
eration Iragi Freedom, OIF 2004-2005, in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom, and
Camp Shelby in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, OEF
2006—2014. Most recently, he served eight
years as an Observer Controller Team Leader
at Camp Shelby in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

SFC Roach has served with overwhelming
admiration at every level within a Tank Pla-
toon to include: Tank Gunner, Tank Com-
mander, Squad Leader and Platoon Sergeant.
He has served as an Interim Observer Con-
troller Team Leader, Battalion Operations Ser-
geant, and Observer Controller Group Leader.
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His military education includes 19K (Tanker)
OSUT, 88M (Truck Driver), Primary Leader-
ship Development Course, Basic Noncommis-
sioned Officer Course, Advanced Noncommis-
sioned Officer Course, Basic Instructor
Course, Recruiting and Retention School,
Driver Training Course, Mind Resistant AP In-
structor Course.

He furthered his civilian education at
Coahoma Community College in Clarksdale,
Mississippi where he graduated in 1999 with a
technical certification in Barbering.

His awards and decorations include: the
Army Commendation Medal, Army Reserve
Components  Achievement Medal (3RD
Award), National Defense Service Medal With
Bronze Star (2ND Award), Iragi campaign
Medal with Campaign Star, Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal with Campaign Star,
Global War On Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Serv-
ice Ribbon, and Armed Forces Reserve Medal
with M Device (2nd Award).

Sergeant First Class Roach has two daugh-
ters: Laliya and Brianna; and one son, Tony
Cordale. Sergeant First Class Roach is the
son of Freddy Bryant and Gloria Roach and
has 6 siblings: Gloria, Dellia, Nicole, Lee,
James, and Isaac.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing American Soldier.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAN
BRUNO CENTENNIAL

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the 100th birthday of the city of San Bruno,
California, a city of about 40,000 residents
spreading over 5.5 square miles between the
flat lowlands near San Francisco Bay and the
foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains rising
700 feet above the Pacific Ocean. San Bruno
is adjacent to San Francisco International Air-
port and bestrides the Golden Gate National
Cemetery. San Bruno is located in my Con-
gressional District and its scenic beauty and
community life make it one of the most be-
loved cities on the Peninsula.

San Bruno is filled with natural beauty and
stunning views of the ocean and bay. It has
superb schools, a beautiful main city park, and
top-notch businesses. The city has also con-
tributed to popular culture and sports as it is
the hometown of actress Suzanne Somers,
soprano Luana DeVol, musician Ron “Pigpen”
McKernan and three famous baseball players:
Wally Bunker, Keith Hernandez and Pablo
Sandoval.

Long before the city of San Bruno was in-
corporated, the Ohlone people lived in a vil-
lage here named Urebure. In 1769, the area
was explored by a Spanish expedition led by
Gaspar de Portola, followed by a more exten-
sive exploration by Bruno de Heceta. That
second exploration resulted in the naming of
San Bruno Creek which eventually gave the
community its name.

When Mission San Francisco de Asis was
established to the north, much of the land
around today’s San Bruno became pasture for
livestock. Grazing continued even after the de-
cline of the missions.
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The city had its origins in Clark’s Station, an
1849 inn that served as a stop on the
Butterfield Overland Mail stagecoach route.
This inn was eventually renamed Uncle Tom’s
Cabin. Significant development of San Bruno
didn’t begin until after the 1906 earthquake.
The first public school was completed that
year. The paving of California’s first state high-
way, El Camino Real, began in 1912 in front
of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, eventually replaced by
14 Mile House and subsequently by other
structures and businesses. In 1914, San
Bruno was incorporated following a campaign
by the San Bruno Herald, the local news-
paper. Incorporation allowed more streets to
be paved and the population rapidly grew from
1,500 residents in 1920 to 3,610 residents in
1930.

San Francisco International Airport opened
in 1927. One of the first visitors to SFO was
Charles Lindbergh after his historic trans-
atlantic flight. More aviation history was made
when Eugene Ely completed the first success-
ful shipboard aircraft landing, taking off from
San Bruno’s Tanforan race track, and landing
on the USS Pennsylvania anchored in San
Francisco Bay.

Golden Gate National Cemetery was cre-
ated in 1939 under the direction of the Pre-
sidio in San Francisco. Today, the cemetery is
the hallowed final resting place of citizen sol-
diers who defended our freedom from World
War Il to the present. San Bruno annually
honors their sacrifices through multiple cere-
monies great and small. This is a community
that cherishes those who gave their all so that
all might live in freedom and at peace.

The era of World War Il left a dark stain on
American history in the form of the internment
of Japanese American citizens. Tanforan race
track became a temporary internment center.
Today a memorial plaque at Tanforan mall
serves as a reminder that we must learn from
history and never again allow such an infringe-
ment on civil liberties.

After the war, San Bruno continued to grow.
U.S. Route 101, the Bayshore freeway,
opened in 1947. San Bruno high school stu-
dents had to travel to San Mateo and Bur-
lingame, but in 1950, San Bruno finally had its
own high school, Capuchino. Capuchino was
the school of a remarkable history teacher
who soon entered the State Assembly and
then the House of Representatives: Leo J.
Ryan. Congressman Ryan loved Capuchino
and would sometimes reflect on the lessons
that he learned in the classroom from his
bright, energetic San Bruno students.

In 1954, the city dedicated a library and city
hall. Skyline College, a two year community
college, was established in 1960. Later in the
60s, Interstate 280 and 380 were built making
San Bruno further accessible and attractive to
retail businesses. In 2003, the Bay Area Rapid
Transit system extended further into San
Mateo County, and a station was opened in
San Bruno, further tying this town to others in
our region. Just this year, a new train station
opened, making rail transit from San Francisco
to San Jose even more convenient for San
Bruno residents and markedly improving
cross-town mobility and safety.

Mr. Speaker, San Bruno’s daily life is based
upon families. Families go to its churches.
Families flock to sporting events, including na-
tionally-competitive youth baseball. Families
play in San Bruno Park and walk throughout
the community enjoying the small-town atmos-
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phere that makes San Bruno so special. There
might be some millionaires or someday per-
haps even a billionaire living in San Bruno, but
fundamentally the community is where Amer-
ican families live so that they may enjoy great
schools and great fun amidst like-minded peo-
ple dedicated to hard work, honest commerce,
and civic engagement.

Its 40,000 residents are a wonderful mix of
ethnic backgrounds and ages. Under the
steady guidance of Mayor Jim Ruane and
councilmembers Rico Medina, Ken Ibarra,
Irene O’Connell and Michael Salazar, City
Manager Connie Jackson and an amazing city
staff, San Bruno has reached the remarkable
age of 100 years and yet it is still in its youth.
No challenge, not even a 2010 explosion that
cost the lives of eight precious souls and
changed the laws of this nation, can dampen
the love of residents for this beautiful city.

Some like to define a city by its history, but
| prefer to defy convention and to instead de-
fine it by the predominant characteristic of its
residents. When people ask me to describe
San Bruno | offer one word in reply: Optimism.
It is the defining characteristic of those who
create families, the defining characteristic of
those who remain after their children have left,
and the defining characteristic of a long series
of public servants who have walked in the hills
of San Bruno, gazed upon its boundaries, and
seen only a bright future in the land that lies
between a wonderful college in the hills, the
grand city park in the south, the great bay to
the east, and precious neighbors to the north.
Optimism is the drummer boy in the parade of
San Bruno’s story.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to celebrate the centen-
nial of San Bruno, California. Yesterday, the
Ohlone made their livelihoods upon its shores.
Today, America thrives in its bosom. Tomor-
row, history will be the child of its remarkable
citizenry. Congratulations San Bruno, you are
America’s heartland upon its western shore!

THE “LOST BATTALION”’

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over 72
years ago, the 2nd Battalion of the 131st Field
Artillery Regiment (36th Division—Texas Na-
tional Guard) gathered and met for the first
time. The 2nd Battalion was predominately
made up of a scrappy group of Northwest
Texas farmhands who hailed from towns like
Abilene, Wichita Falls and Lubbock. About a
year after their initial encounter, the group was
detached from its division in Texas and sent
out west to the San Francisco Bay where they
were told that they would soon be on route to
PLUM, a code-name for a destination un-
known to the boys from the prairie lands of
Texas.

The 2nd Battalion arrived in Pearl Harbor a
few days later on November 28, but imme-
diately departed after being warned of a pos-
sible Japanese attack. The tragic prediction
came true, and on December 7, 1941, the 2nd
Battalion was informed that Pearl Harbor was
indeed attacked by the Japanese and that the
United States was now at war. After leaving
Hawaii, the Battalion headed over to Brisbane,
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Australia, where they spent Christmas until
boarding a Dutch ship and setting sail for
Java, an island in the Dutch East Indies,
shortly before New Year's Day. They arrived
at Java on January 11 and stayed for nearly
two months, sharing the island with troops
from the Netherlands and Australia, among
other allied countries.

After weeks of uncertainty, the boys started
to grow restless as they pondered what their
next assignment would be. Then, on February
28, their lives would change forever as they
heard a quick succession of loud explosions.
At this point explosions were sounding off fast-
er than they could count and it became evi-
dent that the war’s Pacific Theater was quickly
encompassing their temporary island home of
Java. As the melting pot of troops watched the
horizon, they noticed something that appeared
to be men swimming ashore. The dozens they
first saw quickly turned into hundreds and the
onshore troops soon learned that the men
were all sailors aboard the USS Houston (a
ship that was anchored nearby). The USS
Houston was made up almost entirely of vol-
unteers from the city of Houston, many of
whom were just teenagers. That evening, Jap-
anese forces surrounded and attacked the
USS Houston, killing all but 368 of the 1,011
men aboard. The surviving sailors swam
ashore, joined the 534 men of the 2nd Bat-
talion, and would soon become known as the
“Lost Battalion.”

Though the allied troops on the beaches of
Java held off for as long as they could, they
finally succumbed to Japanese forces on
March 8 after days of relentless, back-and-
forth artillery fire. Within a matter of weeks, all
of the remaining soldiers of the 2nd Battalion
and the USS Houston were together at one
camp as Japanese prisoners of war. This
group of 902 men, nearly all of whom hailed
from Texas, soon disappeared, not to be seen
again for three and a half years. They would
go on to be known as the “Lost Battalion.”

For 42 months, these captured American
sailors toiled away in different parts of Pacific
Asia. Forced together through a tragic turn of
events, these men banded together to over-
come a set of truly awful circumstances. Phys-
ical beatings were daily and torture came to
be expected. Hard labor and starvation were
now part of their daily routines. But, perhaps
the hardest part of it all was being separated
from their families without any chance at com-
municating with them. Their wives, children,
parents and siblings all believed they were
dead. Though the Japanese camps attempted
to make them wish for that fate, they never
gave up hope. It was the memory of their fam-
ilies back in Texas that kept them going each
day. Moving from island to island in the dark-
est, dampest bowels of the Japanese ships’
smallest compartments, the men were treated
like cattle. Then, once reaching their destina-
tions they would be immediately forced into
hard slave labor. Some built roads, some
worked in Burmese jungles chopping down
trees and some mined coal. One of the worst
physical punishments was working on a rail-
way that became known as “The Railroad of
Death.” Working on this railroad amounted to
constant torture. Over 70,000 allied soldiers
died after being subjected to these horrible 20-
plus hour work days. They were constantly
starved, and when they did have the oppor-
tunity to eat, their food was rotten and full of
insects. These men overcame slavery, torture,
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malnutrition, beatings and diseases, and came
out of the atrocity stronger than ever with a
bond that would last a lifetime.

Liberation didn’t come until the end of the
war, and when it was all said and done, 163
of the 902 men had tragically lost their lives.
Among these 163 were 89 from the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 36th Division of the Texas Na-
tional Guard and 74 sailors from the USS
Houston. When the surviving men were finally
liberated from their hell on earth, they headed
back to Texas where a celebration in Wichita
Falls was waiting for them. The boys from
Texas had such a good time at the celebration
that they decided to make it an annual get-to-
gether. They used this get-together to not only
celebrate their families and lives, but to re-
member their 163 comrades who perished in
Japanese war camps. Though they were now
safe and back home with their families, many
of them would go on to suffer from Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder. However, their mental
fortitude helped them overcome many of the
adversities they faced as POW’s and then as
victims of PTSD.

The lesson the “Lost Battalion” taught us,
and continues to teach us each day, goes fur-
ther than just patriotism. Their resiliency,
friendship, and faith in each other and in God
are all important values that would benefit
every American individual who chooses to ob-
serve them.

The “Lost Battalion” is yet another group of
that rare breed we call the Greatest Genera-
tion.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

SENATOR PAUL SIMON WATER
FOR THE WORLD ACT OF 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2014

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
commend Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. POE for
their hard work on H.R. 2901, the Senator
Paul Simon Water for the World Act. | am
proud to be a cosponsor of this legislation,
and was pleased to work closely with the bill’s
sponsors and Chairman ROYCE to bring the
bill through our Foreign Affairs Committee and
onto the floor today.

This legislation enjoys broad support from a
coalition of nearly 80 civil society groups that
are dedicated to developing access to clean
water around the world, and it has more than
100 bipartisan cosponsors in the House.

Congress has long been committed to mak-
ing the United States a global leader in im-
proving access to water, sanitation, and hy-
giene. America and its international partners
have provided clean water to millions of the
world’s poorest people. This investment has
saved countless lives, but there is much more
work to be done.

More than 750 million people still lack ac-
cess to clean water. Twenty percent of the
global population remains dependent on water
that is either polluted or drastically overdrawn.
Two and a half billion do not have proper sani-
tation facilities. Nearly 1 in every 5 deaths
among children under age 5 are caused by
water-related diseases, and 3.4 million people
die from inadequate water, sanitation, and hy-
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giene every year. These problems are not
merely social injustices but pose a significant
obstacle to security and economic prosperity
across wide regions of the world.

This bill will make our existing water, sanita-
tion and hygiene (WASH) programs more ef-
fective by establishing priorities and focusing
on areas with the greatest need and the most
potential. It will enhance oversight and coordi-
nation by requiring the designation of a Global
Water Coordinator at USAID and a Global
Water Advisor at the Department of State, and
it will update strategic planning by calling for
an improved Global Water Strategy. These
changes will enhance the investments we are
already making through USAID and the De-
partment of State.

Through these steps, H.R. 2901 will help
ensure that our water development programs
continue to save lives and improve health for
millions of people in need around the world. |
encourage my colleagues to support this im-
portant bill and hope the other body will give
this legislation the expedited consideration it
deserves.

————

CONGRATULATING ZUPPARDI
APIZZA ON ITS 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to rise today to join the West Haven
community in extending my sincere congratu-
lations to the Zuppardi family as they cele-
brate the 80th Anniversary of their restaurant,
and cherished local treasure, Zuppardi's
Apizza.

As you may know, New Haven and many of
its surrounding communities are well known
for their Italian cuisine—particularly for our
pizza. Zuppardi’'s Apizza has been a local fa-
vorite since its opening eight decades ago.
Like so many other businesses in and around
New Haven, Zuppardi’'s speaks to the immi-
grant experience. Domenico Zuppardi, an im-
migrant from Maiori, Italy arrived in New
Haven in 1921 with litle more than a dream
and a talent for the family business, bread. He
worked as a bread baker with family members
before moving to West Haven in 1934, where
he opened his own business, Salerno Bakery.
His specialty was bread and pizza. Joined by
his son, Anthony, upon his return from the
Navy in 1946, they opened Zuppardi’s Apizza
as an extension of the bakery. Though both
flourished, in later years Anthony made the
decision to keep his focus on the pies and the
rest, as they say is history.

Zuppardi’'s Apizza is a family business in
every sense of the word. Anthony and his
wife, Frances, lived above the restaurant, and
their children spent their free time watching,
learning, and working there. Now run by those
third and fourth generations, Zuppardi’'s Apizza
is the 7th oldest continuously run family piz-
zeria in the country, and the 2nd oldest exist-
ing pizzeria in Connecticut. Just last year,
“The Special,” a pie made with mozzarella,
mushrooms, and their homemade sausage,
made the Daily Meal’s list of 101 Best Pizzas
in the nation, coming in at #50. “The Special”
was named by Anthony and Frances Zuppardi
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and has never changed. Zuppardi’s also offers
not one but two clam pizzas—white, of
course—just make sure you specify canned or
fresh shucked when ordering. With all of this
history, the family has also created a niche by
selling hundreds of frozen pizzas to customers
around the country each month.

Anthony Zuppardi had a simple philosophy
“The last bite has to be as good as the first
when people eat our pizza.” Today, his
daughters Lori and Cheryl still hold true to that
simple message. Customers are valued and
they take pride in putting forth a quality pizza.
That is what makes Zuppardi’s so special. |
am happy to rise today to join the West Haven
community in extending my heartfelt congratu-
lations to Lori, Cheryl, and the entire Zuppardi
family as they mark this remarkable milestone.
Happy 80th Anniversary!

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT
CHARLES E. MILLER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Amer-
ican Soldier, Master Sergeant Charles Miller, a
resident of Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Master Sergeant Charles E. Miller started
his military career, June 1978, at Fort McClel-
lan, Alabama. Master Sergeant Miller was in
the first group of Soldiers to participate in the
One Station Unit Training (OSUT), this pro-
gram entailed Soldiers going through Basic
Training and Military Occupation Specialty
(MOS) training, at the same military post with
the same Drill Sergeants. After completing
basic training and his military occupation spe-
cialty training in January 1978, he is now
qualified to be a Military Policeman (MP).
Master Sergeant Miller was stationed at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma as a Military Policeman, with
the 546th MP Company. After 18 months at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma Master Sergeant Miller re-
ceived orders to report to Baumholder, West
Germany, as a Physical Security Specialist. At
the end of June 1981, MSG Miller ended his
time in service, receiving an honorable dis-
charge.

In January 1982, MSG Miller re-enlisted in
the U.S. Army at Fort Dix, New Jersey, to at-
tend Truck Driving School. March 1982, after
successfully completing the Truck Driver
School, he was reassigned to the 66th Engi-
neer (ADM) Company, Fort Hood, Texas. De-
cember 1983, MSG Miller was reassigned to
Charlie Company 249th Engineer BN.,
Karlsruhe, West Germany. December 1986,
he returned stateside where he was dis-
charged with an Honorable Discharge.

Master Sergeant Miller still wanted to serve
his country so he enlisted in the U.S. Army
Reserve, 479th Ordinance Company, Lyon
Mississippi. The 479th ORD. CO. was acti-
vated to active duty, September 1990 to sup-
port the Gulf War. The 479th Ord. Co., arrived
in Saudi Arabia, November 1990. In July
1991, the 479th ORD. Company returned
home to receive a Heroes’ Welcome.

In July 2001, Master Sergeant Miller was
transferred to the 412th Engineer Command,
Vicksburg, Mississippi. April 2006, Master Ser-
geant Miller was called to active duty to sup-
port Operation Iragi Freedom where he was
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stationed at Baghdad, Iragi. In April 2008,
Master Sergeant Miller returned home.

Master Sergeant Miller took the position as
First Sergeant (1SG), April 2012, with the
4/323rd REGT, this is a Drill Sergeant Unit,
U.S. Army Reserve. Master Sergeant Miller re-
calls when he was stationed in Germany, as-
signed to the 249th ENG BN, his First Ser-
geant at the time asked him if he wanted to
go to Drill Sergeant School and he declined.
Master Sergeant Miller wishes today that his
First Sergeant would have asked him several
times and given him more information on be-
coming a Drill Sergeant. In the reserve com-
ponent the First Sergeant is just the manager
of the unit, he or she does not have to be a
Drill Sergeant.

As of March 17, 2014, Master Sergeant Mil-
ler is now re-assigned to the 412th Theater
Engineer Command, Vicksburg, Mississippi.
He speaks highly about the 412th Theater
Command, he says, he is now back home.
Master Sergeant Miller is fully aware that his
military career is now coming to an end, and
when he does retire it will be a difficult transi-
tion. Serving in the military was never a mis-
take to him, it is a privilege which he is so
glad that he took advantage of to serve our
great country.

Master Sergeant Miller has numerous mili-
tary occupation specialties, he is qualified as
an Army Maintenance Management System
Clerk, Prescribed Load List Clerk, Ammunition
Specialist, Transportation Operator, Military
Police, Physical Security Specialist, and Sup-
ply Specialist.

During Master Sergeant Miller's military ca-
reer, he has received numerous awards, not
listed in prestigious order to include: Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Occupation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Irag Cam-
paign Medal, Army Commendation Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,
Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Army Overseas
Service Ribbons, Army Good Conduct Medal,
Army Reserve Overseas Training Ribbons,
Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Army NCO
Professional, Development Ribbon, Army
Service Ribbon, Southwest Asia Service Rib-
bons and Drivers Badge.

Master Sergeant Miller is married to Mrs.
Florine Miller and they have 3 daughters:
Lakechia, Tiffany, and Alexis; one son, French
and 6 grandchildren. Master Sergeant Miller is
son of Eddie & Evelyn Brown, and Willard
Hughes and has 2 sisters: Jackie and Shelia;
and 5 brothers: Willous, Allen, Reginald, Mi-
chael and Willard.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a distinguished American Sol-
dier.

——————

HONORING THE NEW PALESTINE
HIGH SCHOOL DRAGONS

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the New Palestine High School Dragons
on their first state football championship.

The Dragons faced off against the New
Prairie Cougars on November 28th at Lucas
Oil Stadium. During their first appearance in
the Indiana state football finals in more than
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20 years, the team made their mark by break-
ing the record for total points, total yards, and
most touchdowns and extra points. In the end,
the Dragons won the Class 4A state final 77—
42 over the Cougars.

| am proud of these young men for not only
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier
sportsmanship that they each displayed
throughout the game. Their dedication to ex-
cellence and their perseverance was evident
not just in this game, but throughout the entire
2014 season. | want to commend Coach Kyle
Ralph and all of the assistant coaches who led
these young men through this historic season.

| want to again congratulate the New Pal-
estine Dragons on both their hard-earned vic-
tory in the state finals, as well as on their
record-breaking 2014 football season. | look
forward to hearing about the accomplishments
of each of these young men in the future, and
| wish the Dragons the best of luck in the
2015 season.

IN RECOGNITION OF LEN STONE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Len Stone who is departing the Pacifica City
Council after serving with distinction during
these past four years.

Mr. Stone is a local business owner and
resident of Pacifica since 2002. He and his
wife, Jessica, have two young children. In ad-
dition to his service to the community while on
the city council, Len Stone served for five
years on the Board of Directors of the Pacifica
Chamber of Commerce.

Pacifica is a city nestled between the Pacific
Ocean and the hills. Its young families are en-
ergetic and often part of Silicon Valley’s high
tech businesses. Its longtime residents are
rightfully proud of many traditions of environ-
mental protection that have shaped modern
Pacifica. Newer residents move to Pacifica to
enjoy the ocean, Pacifica’s great beaches, its
strong schools and its natural beauty.

During his four years on the Pacifica City
Council, Len Stone focused tirelessly on all of
the qualities of Pacifica that make it a special
place in this nation. He led the effort to im-
prove economic development. He successfully
sought to have an economic development di-
rector position created in city government. He
worked to recruit new businesses to town, and
he wanted to expand the tax base by filling
the vacant storefronts that sometimes exist in
shopping centers and shopping areas in this
marvelous community.

Len is deeply committed to making Pacifica
a destination for more people from outside the
community, and so his support of tourism is
energetic. To this end, he and another
councilmember recently negotiated an option
on land that will, if purchased and improved,
fill the missing link in the coastal trail. With the
opening of the Devil's Slide trail just south of
Pacifica, the city is an even greater magnet for
tourists seeking vigorous, outside excursions.
During both his term as mayor and while on
the council, Len sought to position Pacifica as
an unrivaled place to bring a family for an out-
door adventure.

Len joined the city council during the worst
economic downturn in modem times. This
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downturn hit Pacifica’s tax base hard. Resi-
dents had to leave town to do major shopping
and to enjoy entertainment options such as
movies. The city’s budget, never flush, was in
deficit. Len sought to balance the budget and
to retain needed services. As a
businessperson, he was aware that new ways
of doing things were needed to help close the
deficit. It is difficult for a community to change,
but if any community can pull together to find
solutions, | have faith that Pacifica is that com-
munity. Len, who participated in countless
budget and study sessions, demonstrated the
energy that many Pacifica residents possess
when confronted with challenges.

Mr. Speaker, it is never easy or simple to
serve in local government. If times are good
then your neighbors expect a great deal. If
times are not so great then your neighbors
wonder why you are shuttering a popular local
field or laying off longtime personnel or con-
sidering changes in the services of the city.
Len Stone is an example of local
councilmembers throughout our nation: he is
smart, tenacious, and deeply committed to the
community that he serves at great expense to
his personal time and family life. Please join
with me in honoring the public service of Len
Stone, departing city councilmember of
Pacifica. Thankfully, he will retire from public
life but not from the community that he and his
family love. Pacifica will therefore continue to
have the talents of this resourceful young man
to call upon in the years to come.

———

S. 1691: “BORDER PATROL AGENT
PAY REFORM ACT OF 2014

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of S. 1691, the Border Patrol
Agent Pay Reform Act of 2014.

This measure would replace the current an-
tiquated overtime system used by the Border
Patrol and create a new pay system that re-
sults in more hours worked on the border, pro-
vides more reliable schedules and paychecks
for agents, and saves taxpayers millions of
dollars each year.

As Chairman of the Border and Maritime
Security Subcommittee, | have been focused
on increasing border security efforts along our
long and porous border and supporting the
men and women of the U.S. Border Patrol
who defend our nation against drug and
human smugglers and others who would do
us harm.

This measure supports that effort.

The men and women who secure our bor-
ders often work alone, in very remote loca-
tions on the border. They cannot simply punch
a clock at the end of their shift if they are in
pursuit of illicit border crossers. Instead they
work irregular hours to track and apprehend
dangerous criminal aliens.

This bill will allow front line supervisors to
better manage agents’ work schedules, saving
taxpayers millions of dollars each year. In fact,
according to the Congressional Budget Office,
this bill will save taxpayers up to $100 million
a year.

Last year, the Office of Special Counsel
issued a scathing report about the misuse and
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abuse of the current overtime system by Cus-
toms and Border Protection. This legislation
will end such abuse in the future, at the same
time increasing the number of hours the Bor-
der Patrol can secure the border, which is the
equivalent of adding an additional 1,500 Bor-
der Patrol agents.

With additional hours on the border, our na-
tion will be more secure as additional agent
hours will help gain control of the border, carry
out additional law enforcement missions, and
apprehend dangerous criminals.

Mr. Speaker, the mission carried out by the
men and women of the Border Patrol is ex-
tremely dangerous—more than one hundred
agents have given their lives protecting our
nation.

We owe it to them to give them a stable,
predicable paycheck that takes into account
the irregular nature of the arduous work they
do every day on the border.

So, | want to commend the leadership of the
Chief of the Border Patrol, Michael Fisher, and
the Deputy Chief of the Border Patrol, Ronald
Viteillo, for their commitment to finding sus-
tainable reforms for agent pay, while also im-
proving the security of our border.

| urge my colleagues to support this com-
mon sense bill that saves the taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars.

HONORING TOMMY ‘“MR. NOTTIE”
GUNNS, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a man of noble char-
acter from Shaw, MS in Bolivar County.

| believe that when you give honor and rec-
ognition to someone they should truly deserve
it. | am always happy when | meet someone
or hear their story about overcoming, rising
from obscurity, coming from meager begin-
nings but leaving a legacy although unaware;
which doesn’t get the recognition and thanks
it really deserves. This is why | want to honor
Mr. Tommy Gunns, Jr. a man of “noble” char-
acter.

Childhood: Nottie was originally from Egypt,
MS in Chickasaw County, MS. He was born in
the year 1900 to Mr. Tommy Gunns, Sr. and
Mrs. Alberta Gunns. Nottie was raised in a
home with his mother, his only sister named
Alma, and his stepfather, “Mr. Brick”. His par-
ents were sharecroppers and struggled; which
was the backdrop for an unstable home envi-
ronment that easily led to abuse. And Nottie
was often times the one subjected to the
abuse (verbal and physical) by his stepfather.
Since his mother would not protect him and
because of years of abuse, he developed the
drive early in life to want “better,” so he
planned to run away, someday. In his plan, he
always included Alma, his young sister.

The day came when he ran away and took
Alma with him, never returning home. Nottie
ran away and arrived in Shaw, MS in 1914.
He was a young teenager when he ran away.
When Nottie arrived in Shaw, he worked as
many odd jobs as he could find and raised his
sister alone; vowing to never let anyone else
abuse him or his little sister. In fact, he was
so protective of her that he never eased up
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until he had approved of the man she married.
He had to be assured the man was not abu-
sive and was a good provider for Alma.

A Young Man and Family Man: As a young
man working in Shaw he was able to acquire
many skills and a reputation as a fast learner,
hard worker, and a person of good moral
character, which equated to a nonsense type
of reputation. He was still determined to have
a better life and wanted to be respected and
treated like a man so he carried himself like a
man. Nottie eventually earned that reputation
and people began calling him Mr. Nottie or Mr.
Gunns. Some of the jobs he worked included
driving trucks to haul logs, a loader at the
Shaw lumber yard, and sharecropping as a
small farmer. While working at the Shaw lum-
ber yard, he learned the skill of carpentry; and
became known as a master carpenter around
Shaw. Everyone wanted him to do their work.

Mr. Gunns eventually met and married,
Nancy Hunt of Shaw, MS. The couple had ten
children, 2 died shortly after child birth. Mr.
Gunns wanted a big loving family that was full
of happy times but serious about life. He di-
rected his journey and based goals in life on
his childhood, all that he never had, he was
determined to experience before dying. His
and Nancy’s children are Berna “BB” Gunns-
Williams, Nathaniel “Baby Sister” Gunns-
Clark, Tommy “Win” Gunns, Jr. (although he
is the 3rd), Christine Gunns-Gardner, Torries
Gunns, Maurine “Morgan” Gunns-Gray, Shir-
ley Ann “Shelly” Gunns-Juette, and Lonnie
Lee Gunns.

As a husband, father, and community mem-
ber, Mr. Gunns saw the need to become more
involved. You see he wanted to be a role
model for his children; he wanted to make
sure they had a good upbringing and edu-
cation, so he felt he needed to get involved in
the community and help make it happen. Mr.
Gunns served as a volunteer fireman for the
city. He wasn’t trying to be a hero or win a
popularity campaign; he just wanted a better
life for his children. Mr. Gunns number one
priority was education for all colored children.

Since he was very vocal about education he
was asked to become a member of the Board
of Trustees for the Shaw Colored School.

The Shaw Colored School only educated
children to the 8th grade. Beyond 8th grade
the colored children had to travel to Greenville
or surrounding towns for a high school edu-
cation. Mr. Gunns helped changed that. He
convinced the Board of Trustees to agree to
vote on establishing a curriculum for 9th
through 12th grades for Shaw students to be
able to get their high school education. So,
under his tutelage the first high school grad-
uating class from the Shaw Colored High
School was in 1949.

How did he do it? Mr. Gunns had an
unyielding faith. That was the same faith that
brought him as a young teenage runaway with
his little sister, Alma, safely to Shaw, MS dur-
ing the early 1900s. His faith in God provided
him with jobs to take care of himself and his
sister as a young boy, alone in the Mississippi
Delta. His ability to pick up on things and learn
fast paid off because he became that master
carpenter. His daughter, Maurine said he
could build a house from the ground up. He
was a devoted member and deacon of the
Strangers Home M.S. Church in Shaw, where
he was laid to rest for eternity. And those try-
ing times were no match for his common
sense, the old folks called it “mother wit” for
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survival. It was the foundation of his approach
on how to survive in life:

Financial Policy—never spend all
money. Save some for a rainy day.

Child Rearing—everybody has a role and
place. Only adults are in charge and children
are to stay in their place and do as they are
told. He called it his no nonsense approach to
raising children. He would often paraphrase
Proverbs 13:24, by saying “Spare the rod and
spoil the child.”

Preparation—your future depends on your
education. “All my children are going to col-
lege. | had enough children to work and chip
in to help pay for everyone’s college,” he
would say.

The End: The first of Mr. Gunns’ children to
go to college was Berna at the age of 16. This
was made possible by two reasons: (1) every-
one in the family picked and chopped cotton,
and (2) his financial policy of saving money.
The children all knew their earnings went to
their parents to help provide for the family and
save for college. Berna went to Tuskegee In-
stitute in 1950 in Tuskegee, AL. Berna grad-
uated before he died. He was able to see the
first of his children to get a college education.
His daughter, Berna remembers her father
and mother faces as they watched her grad-
uate with all her sisters and brothers watching
as well. They knew they had to do it too.
Berna went on to become a self-employed,
self-made millionaire. She started her own
company “Scrubbles Janitorial Service” in her
home and grew it to become a multi-million
dollar company in Washington, DC. She was
able to live that better life because of her fa-
thers’ determination to clear the path.

Mr. Gunns didn’t live to see another one of
his children to go to college, he died in 1954
but he had already planted the seeds for suc-
cess. Everyone in the family knew their place
and role. Mrs. Gunns, his wife and eldest
daughter, Berna carried on his mantra for
every child of his going to college. Mrs. Gunns
continued to work as the cafeteria manager
and cook for the Shaw Colored School.

Tommy, his eldest son, became the father
figure for his siblings. Since his father had
taught him the carpentry trade, Tommy was
able to get his father’s job at the Shaw Lum-
ber Yard. It was a year later in 1958 that he
got the job because graduating from high
school was priority in 1957. The family never
missed a check; he knew the money was
going to help pay for his siblings to finish high
school and attend college. Tommy eventually
went to college in 1959 by getting a job with
Mississippi Vocational College (now called
Mississippi Valley State University-MVSU)
driving the school bus picking up students in
Bolivar and Sunflower County. That was one
of the ways he was able to pay his way
through college, as well as it served as his
transportation to and from the College. The
other way was when Dean Isaac offered him
a work study job to help build other buildings
on campus (i.e., the auditorium, and campus
maintenance) because he had seen his work
as a student. As a requirement for graduation,
Tommy had to build something to show he
had mastered his trade. But the requirement
was reconsidered when he drove his instructor
to Shaw and showed him the house he built
along with the blueprint he had drawn. When
asked how, Tommy told him “My Dad is a
master carpenter and he taught me this stuff
a long time ago.” That house was for his best
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friend, Roy Magee and the family still lives
there. In fact, Tommy still has the blueprints
he drew. Tommy was a part of the team that
built the first house on campus for the first
president of Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, Dr. James H. White. The house now
serves as the National Alumni House on the
campus of the University. Tommy did not
graduate until 1964 because of split session
with his degree in Industrial Arts. He became
the Industrial Art instructor for the Shaw
School District, working for 30 years until his
retirement.

All of Mr. Gunns’ children went to college
and became very successful in their own
rights with good jobs, homes, cars, money to
send their children to college, and blessed to
see retirement, etc. But Benam and Tommy
stood out as the oldest daughter and son after
their father's death. As for Mr. Gunns master
carpentry skills, his son, Tommy and grand-
son, Undra Gunns (son of Torries and Dorothy
Washington-Gunns) acquired that skill. So, he
lives on in many ways and in many accom-
plishments without even trying to do so, he left
a legacy.

One more mention on how did he do it? Mr.
Gunns received only a 2nd grade education.
He never learned to read or write. But, his
stepfather, “Mr. Brick” taught him how to
count. And passed that on to his children by
teaching them how to add, subtract, multiply,
and divide. That's all he could do in terms of
academics. It was his faith in God, his com-
mon sense, determination, and ability to count
money and perform mathematical operations
in his head, and serve on the school board,
which sparked change in education in Shaw.
All those things got him through life and he
was destined to accomplish the things he did.
“If you don’t walk in purpose, you won’t walk
in destiny. Find your purpose in life and walk
it out” (Quote by: Farrah Gray). Now, that's
how he did it.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the legacy of Tommy “Mr.
Nottie” Gunns, Jr. from the Second Congres-
sional District of Mississippi.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CAROL KLATT
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Daly City Vice-Mayor Carol Klatt, who after
serving on the City Council for 21 years, will
be retiring on December 2, 2014.

Carol's commitment to Daly City can be
traced back to 1965, when she served as a
Girl Scout Leader, fostering good citizenship
among Daly City’s next generation of women
leaders. In 1980, Carol was elected as the
President and Secretary of the Serramonte
Homeowners Association, and that same year
she started to follow the City Council’s activi-
ties closely. Then in 1991, Carol's enduring
commitment to serve the Daly City community
resulted in her appointment to the Parks and
Recreation Commission.

Carol continued to serve on the Parks and
Recreation Commission until she was ap-
pointed by the City Council to fill the unexpired
term of former Councilmember Jane Powell in
1993. Carol was first elected in a special elec-
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tion to the City Council in June of 1994 and
re-elected later that year in November. She
was re-elected in 1998, 2002, 2006, and 2010.

During Carol's 21 years on the City Council,
she served as Mayor five times, and earned a
reputation as one of the hardest working elect-
ed officials in San Mateo County. She has
served on numerous local, county and re-
gional boards like the Association of the Bay
Area Governments (ABAG), the Bay Air Qual-
ity Management District, the Clean Community
Committee, the Anti-Graffiti Committee, the
Airport Land Use Committee, the Airport
Roundtable, the Daly City Host Lions, the Mis-
sion Street Merchants Association, and the
North Peninsula Food Pantry & Dining Center
of Daly City, just to name a few.

While on the City Council, Carol served with
numerous Daly City Mayors like Al Teglia,
Mike Nevin, and Adrienne Tissier, each of
whom had a tremendous impact on San
Mateo County. As you can see from her nu-
merous volunteer and civic endeavors, Carol
Klatt has her own proud legacy of county
achievements, and she currently serves with
Mayor David Canepa, Councilmember Mike
Guingona, Councilmember Sal Torres, and
Councilmember Ray Buenaventura.

Daly City was born out of a small town
known as Vista Grande over one hundred
years ago. Vista Grande was a town of about
two thousand people, made up mostly of refu-
gees from the 1906 San Francisco earthquake
and fire. The name Daly City was chosen to
honor John D. Daly, a local farmer who
opened his land to refugees of the disaster.

Today, Daly City is home to a Bay Area-
wide rail system, a developing shopping cen-
ter, and a population of more than 100,000
residents. The city prides itself on its ethnic di-
versity, with many newcomers from Asia and
Central or South American nations. Daly City
is known as the Gateway of the Peninsula, as
Carol Klatt regularly reminds residents and
visitors.

Carol has not only been a friend to me, but
to everyone seeking advice on the daily activi-
ties occurring in the city. | am sure Carol will
be missed dearly by her city council col-
leagues and countless Daly City residents. |
want to wish Carol and her husband John a
happy retirement as they move to their new
home in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Nelson Mandela once said: “What counts in
life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It
is what difference we have made to the lives
of others that will determine the significance of
the life we lead.” Carol's life exemplifies the
way one should meet this standard.

| ask that the House of Representatives rise
with me to commend Carol Klatt for her many
years of outstanding public service to the com-
munity she loves. Daly City returns her love
with the same gusto as a player at the tables
proclaiming a royal flush—Iloudly and with
great pride. Las Vegas may be getting Carol
Klatt as a resident, but she will remain the
Queen of Hearts in Daly City.

————

CELEBRATING THE 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PROENGLISH

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 20th anniversary of
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ProEnglish, a national grassroots organization
based in Arlington, VA.

ProEnglish works on Capitol Hill, in the
states, in the courts, and in the court of public
opinion to defend English as our common lan-
guage and to make it the official language at
all levels of government.

ProEnglish is an effective and vigorous ad-
vocate for English language unity, and for the
past 20 years, ProEnglish has worked hard to
stop harmful, divisive policies such as bilingual
education and multilingual ballots.

At the time of their founding, only 18 states
had passed laws establishing English as the
official language, yet thanks to ProEnglish
along with other patriots, 31 states and count-
less towns, cities, and counties have official
English laws today.

Originally founded in 1994 as English Lan-
guage Advocates, it was renamed ProEnglish
and helped defend Arizona’s state official
English law. This law was the subject of a 10-
year long federal court challenge, Arizonans
for Official English v. Arizona (1997). The case
was eventually appealed all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court, and the ruling there was
important in upholding official English laws in
other states.

ProEnglish has filed amicus curiae briefs in
a number of successful landmark English
cases, including Home v. Flores (2009), where
the U.S. Supreme Court found that bilingual
education (where children are segregated by
language and taught primarily in their native
tongue) was not the most effective way of
teaching children.

In Anderson v. Utah (2001), ProEnglish suc-
cessfully argued in defense of a year 2000 of-
ficial English ballot initiative that passed by
67% of the popular vote. This ballot initiative
declared English as Utah’s official language.

ProEnglish has even come to the aid of var-
ious small business owners, like Richard and
Shauna Kidman in EEOC v. Kidmans (2002),
who were bullied by the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) for imple-
menting lawful English-language workplace
policies.

The organization has testified before Con-
gress and various local and state legislatures
with the goal of restoring the Melting Pot prin-
ciple inherent in having a common language.
Our common English language has helped
make the U.S. the most successful multi-eth-
nic and multi-racial nation on earth.

Over 90% of the world’s nations have an
established official language, but despite the
high levels of public support, the United States
is not one of them. Polls continue to show that
immigrants—like all Americans—support offi-
cial English in overwhelming numbers.

The vast majority of Americans agree that
official English laws are necessary to prevent
waste, protect freedom, and protect national
unity. Official English laws are nondiscrim-
inatory, because they treat all Americans, of
whatever background, alike.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
ProEnglish for its 20th anniversary. | ask all of
my distinguished colleagues to join me in
commending ProEnglish on its commitment to
preserve English’s role as the nation’s unifying
tongue.
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SOUL  SANCTUARY OF THE
DESERT 10TH ANNIVERSARY
LUNCHEON
HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Soul Sanctuary of the
Desert and the Heart and Soul Luncheon. This
month, the Sanctuary is celebrating ten years
of helping at-risk families in the community
break the cycle of substance abuse and do-
mestic violence. The dedicated volunteers and
sponsors who make rehabilitation possible will
be honored at the Luncheon. | commend the
Soul Sanctuary of the Desert and all those
who have participated in this important work in
the last ten years.

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
NICK JOE RAHALL

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the ca-
reer of our distinguished colleague from West
Virginia, the Honorable NICK JOE RAHALL.

NIcK, the current Ranking Member of the
House Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee and former Chairman of the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee, was first elected to
Congress in 1976.

Born in West Virginia, NICK tirelessly worked
to improve the lives of his constituents and re-
mained firmly committed to the economic de-
velopment of his state.

His dedication to our country’s transpor-
tation and infrastructure systems led him to be
a key architect of many transportation reau-
thorizations, including the Transportation eg-
uity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21).

Having served in this body since 1977, NICK
understands the value of bipartisanship and
being able to work with all members, regard-
less of their party. As such, NICK never let a
party label stand in the way of good policy.

NicK’s friendship and professionalism will be
greatly missed and | wish him the best of luck
in all his future endeavors.

————

HONORING DR. SAMUEL O.
OSUNDE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Dr. Samuel Osunde,
who is a remarkable Leader, Director and
Public Servant.

Dr. Samuel Osunde received his Ph.D. in
Mass Communication from Howard University
in Washington D.C. Dr. Osunde has more
than 28 years of professional, academic and
administrative experience. From 1986 to 1989
he served as the Special Assistant to the
President for special projects at Southern Uni-
versity in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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While in Baton Rouge, Louisiana Dr.
Osunde served as the Creative Director/Senior
Copywriter for Partnership Advertising and
Ampoule Advertising Companies. He has pro-
duced numerous copywriting for advertise-
ments, publicity packets for release to tele-
vision, radio, and newspapers, has created
visualized concepts for product advertising
and serves as advertising consultant to mass

media companies throughout the United
States, Europe and Africa.
Dr. Osunde’s research interests include

“The Role of Mass Media in Perception Influ-
ence,” “Media Effects Theory,” “Intercultural/
International Communication” and “Mass
Communication Development”. His profes-
sional memberships include: Mississippi Com-
munication Association, National Communica-
tion Association, Speech Communication As-
sociation and the American Communication
Association.

Dr. Osunde is the recipient of many aca-
demic and professional awards that include,
President’s Scholar, Chancellor's Scholar
Teaching Fellow and the Certificate of Com-
mendation for Outstanding Scholastic Achieve-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an Outstanding Professor,
Leader and Extraordinaire, Dr. Samuel O.
Osunde, for his dedication to serving others
and giving back to the African American com-
munity.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. HORACE E.
STACY, JR.

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Horace E. Stacy, Jr., of
Lumberton, North Carolina, for his commit-
ment and service to his community, state, and
nation. Mr. Stacy is a veteran, public servant,
community leader, honorable attorney, de-
voted family man, and he has been both a
mentor to me and a dear friend to my family.
| ask you to join me in recognizing his long
and honorable career.

As Helen Sharpe and Bob Horne note in
their article in The Robesonian, Horace was
born to Horace and Lillian Stacy in my home-
town of Lumberton, North Carolina, on Sep-
tember 14, 1929. Horace attended Lumberton
High School where he started at offensive and
defensive left guard on the football team. After
graduation from Lumberton High in 1946, Hor-
ace began college at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He graduated in 1950
with an English degree after being inducted
into the Order of the Golden Fleece, UNC’s
most selective honor society.

Horace went on to begin law school at UNC
shortly after the Korean War started and after
only one semester enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force to serve his country. He attended the
Air Force language school at Syracuse Univer-
sity for one year, where he learned to read,
write, and speak Russian. While stationed in
Germany during the Cold War he was a mem-
ber of a security squadron monitoring Russian
aircraft.

Horace returned to law school at UNC in
1954 and graduated in 1956. He was on the
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staff of The North Carolina Law Review and
President of Phi Alpha Delta, a law school
service and social fraternity. During his final
year of law school he met Miss Joan Purser,
whom he would go on to marry in 1957.

Horace joined McLean & Stacy law firm,
where | would later practice early in my own
legal career under his kind and knowledgeable
mentorship. A brilliant jurist, Horace became a
prominent attorney in general practice, both
criminal and civil. He also became a distin-
guished civic leader. In 1964, the Mayor and
Lumberton City Council appointed him to chair
the first Tri-Racial Committee to help prepare
for the pending enactment of the Civil Rights
Act.

Notably, Horace has been an effective ad-
vocate for our state and local libraries. He
served as President of Friends of the Robeson
County Public Library, has been a library trust-
ee since 1998 and was honored as the Public
Library Trustee of the Year in our state in
2010. In 2004, North Carolina Governor Mike
Easley appointed Horace to be a member of
the State Library Commission of North Caro-
lina, which he would chair for two years. The
State Library is the main depository for North
Carolina state publications and provides state
government agencies with information critical
to the formation of public policy.

Horace served as President of the Robeson
County Bar Association in 1970. He was a
member of the state Board of Law Examiners
for 23 years and Chairman for five years. He
served on numerous committees of the North
Carolina Bar Association and in 2002 was in-
ducted into the General Practice Hall of Fame.
Ever a Tar Heel at heart, Horace also served
as District Chairman of the Morehead Scholar-
ship Selection Committee.

Driven by love for his community and its
people, Horace served as President of the
Lumberton Jaycees in 1964 and 1965, and
also chaired the Southeastern Regional Med-
ical Center Foundation from 1998 to 2000. In
2005, he was instrumental in the founding of
the Robeson County Community Foundation,
which raises money and awards grants to
nonprofit organizations. Horace’s tireless serv-
ice to his community through these and other
leadership roles has resulted in his being re-
vered as “the Dean of Lumberton.” Appro-
priately, he was selected to speak on behalf of
Lumberton when the city won the All-America
City Award in 1970.

A true brother in Christ, Horace has held
several offices in Trinity Episcopal Church and
served as chancellor of the Episcopal Diocese
of East Carolina from 1970 to 1980.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the service, goodness, humility, and character
that defines Horace E. Stacy, Jr. His life has
created a legacy of civic service that will ben-
efit the citizens of Robeson County and North
Carolina for years to come. His personal
mentorship and friendship has been a blessing
to my family and me, but we are not alone.
Horace Stacy gives of himself freely and in-
spires goodness in all who know him. May
God bestow His richest blessings upon Hor-
ace and Joan Stacy, their three children,
Robin, Jody and Mark, and their six
grandsons.
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TRIBUTE TO MONTY HALL

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a great humanitarian and philan-
thropist, Monty Hall.

Monty Hall is widely known for his iconic
work in daytime television, but what many
Americans don’t know is that he has spent his
life engaged in philanthropic work. Monty Hall
has traveled extensively throughout the United
States, Canada, and Europe and raised an es-
timated $1 billion for charities. He has been
honored with more than 500 awards for his
tireless work.

In 1975, Monty Hall was elected President
of the world’s largest children’s charity, Variety
Clubs International, and in 1981 he was hon-
ored with the lifetime title of International
Chairman. In 1988, he was awarded the pres-
tigious Order of Canada for his humanitarian
works around the world. In 2002, he was in-
ducted into the Order of Manitoba. For the
past 35 years, he has hosted the annual
Monty Hall/Cedars-Sinai Tennis Tournament
to benefit the Diabetes Center and Pancreatic
Cancer Program.

It is a tribute to Monty Hall's commitment
that the children’s wings of four hospitals—
UCLA Medical Center, Hahnemann Hospital in
Philadelphia, Mount Sinai in Toronto, and
Johns Hopkins in Baltimore—all bear his
name.

Monty Hall has received honorary doctor-
ates from the University of Manitoba, Haifa
University in Israel, and Hahnemann Medical
College. He and Marilyn, his beloved wife of
66 years, have three children and five grand-
children.

| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
Monty Hall for his tremendous contributions,
which have made lives better for countless in-
dividuals in our nation and around the world.

COMMEMORATING THE PASSAGE
OF H.R. 2901, THE PAUL SIMON
WATER FOR THE WORLD ACT OF
2014

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, nearly
three-and-a-half years ago, Congressman TED
POE and | set out on a joint effort to increase
access to clean drinking water and sanitation
for the world’s poorest. His commitment to
work together on this effort was for all of the
right reasons. The most important, however,
was his clear understanding that politics stops
at water.

And last night, our years of work and shared
efforts were rewarded when the House passed
the bipartisan Senator Paul Simon Water for
the World Act.

My efforts began over a decade ago, and
were encouraged by the late Senator Paul
Simon, the namesake of this bill and my 2005
Water for the Poor Act. It's fitting that on this
day—the anniversary of his passing on De-
cember 9, 2003—Congress would honor his
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memory by considering a bill that aims to fulfill
one of his greatest passions. This country
owes him a great deal for his vision and fore-
sight. Thank you, Senator Paul Simon, and to
his wife, Patti, who continues to support his
important work.

The passage of the Water for the World Act
is historic.

Never before has the U.S. had a Global
Water Strategy for how to effectively deal with
growing water scarcity in all corners of the
world. We now have a blueprint on how to
help those in need, while at the same time
planning for, and then implementing, efforts to
prevent and mitigate water-related conflict.
The U.S. can no longer afford to play a mod-
est role, and instead must take up the mantle
of leadership. This bill ensures that will hap-
pen.

None of this would have been possible if it
weren't for efforts of literally thousands of peo-
ple all across the country that took action and
urged Congress to pass the Water for the
World Act. In October, | joined CHARLIE DENT
and over 60,000 of our closest friends in Cen-
tral Park for a rally calling on Congress to act
on this critical legislation. It worked.

The Water for the World Act was endorsed
by over 80 NGOs, nearly half of whom are
faith-based organizations. While all played a
critical role, there are a few that deserve indi-
vidual recognition.

Going all the way back to 2005, we would
have barely moved the needle if it weren’t for
Malcolm Morris and Mark Winter of Living
Water International.

David Douglas has been a constant source
of encouragement and support.

| also want to thank Lisa Schechtman of
WaterAid, John Sparks of the Millennium
Water Alliance, Lisa Bos of World Vision, John
Oldfield of WASH Advocates, and Erin Rein
(“Reen”) of InterAction. They have been on
the front lines of this effort, ready to jump into
action at a moment’s notice.

Others have been indispensible as well, in-
cluding Habitat for Humanity, Water.org, and
the Global Poverty Project.

| also want to thank my House colleagues
who personally invested a great deal of time
into bringing this bill to the floor. Without TED
POE, the issue of increasing access to clean
drinking water and sanitation would not have
the bipartisan support and appreciation it de-
serves. He made this happen. Thank you,
TED. | also want to thank Chairman ROYCE.
The Chairman went out of his way to make
Water for the World a priority and is the latest
extension of his efforts to meaningfully reform
our aid programs.

Just as important to this effort have been
our friends and allies at USAID and the De-
partment of State. Starting with former Sec-
retary of State Clinton, who made water a
focal point of her time in Foggy Bottom, and
her Special Advisor for Water Resources, Dr.
Aaron Salzberg. And Christian Holmes at
USAID, the first-ever Global Water Coordi-
nator, with whom 1 look forward to continuing
to work.

Finally, as every Member of Congress
knows, we wouldn’t make much progress on
anything if it weren’t for the dedicated, hard-
working staff that actually run the place. With-
out the tireless efforts and expertise from Joan
Condon and her colleagues on the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, and from Luke Murry
in Congressman POE’s office, it would have
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been nearly impossible to secure this impor-
tant victory for water and sanitation.

| want to conclude by thanking my staff. It
seems like generations of Team Blumenauer
have been involved in this effort at one point
or another. From Judah Ariel to Steph Cappa,
to Michael Harold, thank you!

Let’s hope this shining example of bipartisan
cooperation is not only a source of holiday
cheer, but also an example all of us in Con-
gress can draw on in the New Year.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ANNA
E. BARRY SCHOOL FOR BEING
NAMED A NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | wish to congratu-
late the Anna E. Barry School of Chicopee,
Massachusetts for the honor of being named
a National Blue Ribbon School for 2014, and
to recognize their achievements both in aca-
demic excellence and in narrowing education
gaps between students.

The Anna E. Barry School currently enrolls
students from kindergarten through fifth grade.
In its mission statement, the school states that
its purpose is “to educate children . . . in
order that they may successfully continue with
their education, pursue their aspirations and
eventually become contributing community
members.”

The National Blue Ribbon School Program
was established in 1982 to honor elementary,
middle and high schools which have excellent
performance, or which have substantially re-
duced the performance gap for disadvantaged
student populations. Created under Secretary
of Education Terrel H. Bell, the program was
designed to celebrate achievement among
public and private schools alike, as well as to
encourage the sharing of successful teaching
strategies.

With just fewer than 7,900 educational insti-
tutions having been named National Blue Rib-
bon Schools, it is an extraordinary achieve-
ment for the Anna E. Barry School to be rec-
ognized with this award. The uniting feature of
National Blue Ribbon Schools is their commit-
ment and dedication to outstanding edu-
cational outcomes for their pupils, and | am
proud to count a school from the First District
of Massachusetts among them.

In being named a National Blue Ribbon
School, the Anna E. Barry School has been
recognized for their outstanding work improv-
ing the results of both students with special
educational needs, and those who have
English as a second language. The school’s
accomplishment has been the product of tai-
lored student teaching, the integration of tech-
nology, and the engagement of the commu-
nity. By focusing on individual achievement
and establishing positive lines of communica-
tion with families, the Anna E. Barry School
has not only improved educational outcomes,
but has made learning a collaborative exercise
between students, parents and teachers.

The success of the school can also be at-
tributed to the dedication of its teachers and
administrators in promoting and advancing the
students’ education. | wish the school, its staff
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and the students well in their future endeav-
ors, and again congratulate them on this re-
markable achievement.

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR KEVIN TANN
HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Major Kevin Tann, United States
Army, for his extraordinary dedication to duty
and service to the United States of America.
Major Tann will be moving on from his current
assignment as an Army Congressional Liaison
for the House of Representatives to Fort
Belvoir, Virginia.

Army Congressional Liaisons provide an in-
valuable service to both the Military and Con-
gress. They assist Members and staff in un-
derstanding the Army’s policies, actions, oper-
ations, and requirements. Their first hand
knowledge of military needs, culture, and tradi-
tion is a tremendous benefit to Congressional
Staff.

A native of North Carolina, Major Tann
graduated from Florida International University
in 1999 and was commissioned as Second
Lieutenant in the Army’s Aviation Branch. He
has served in a variety of assignments includ-
ing service in Alabama, Texas, South Caro-
lina, and the Pentagon. Major Tann was se-
lected for the highly competitive Congressional
Fellowship Program and has participated in
multiple combat tours in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

Major Tann’s military awards include the
Army Aviator and Parachutist Badges and
Bronze Star Medal, as well as the Iraq Cam-
paign Medal. He holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Criminal Justice from Florida Inter-
national University; a Master of Arts in Public
Administration from Florida International Uni-
versity; and, a Master of Political Science from
George Washington University.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the
selfless service of Major Tann as he proceeds
to the next chapter in his remarkable career
and continues to serve our great Nation. On
behalf of a grateful Nation, | join my col-
leagues in recognizing and commending Major
Tann for his dedicated service to our Country.
For all he and his family have given and con-
tinue to give to our Country, we are in their
debt. We wish him, his wife Joi, and his son
Kevin, all the best as they continue their jour-
ney in the United States Army.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DOUG
HORNER

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Doug Horner on the
occasion of his departure from elected office
in my district.

Mr. Horner was first appointed to the Liver-
more City Council in July of 2007 and suc-
ceeded to a second term in 2009. During his
time in office, he was twice appointed to serve
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one year terms as Vice Mayor. He has also
represented Livermore on a variety of inter-
governmental agencies, including the League
of California Cities East Bay Division, the Tri-
Valley Transportation Council, the Livermore
Pleasanton Fire Department Joint Powers Au-
thority, and the Intergovernmental Committee
with the Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District and the Livermore Valley Joint Unified
School District.

Prior to serving on the City Council, Mr.
Horner was an active member of the Liver-
more Community, having served on the Liver-
more Planning Commission, the Design Re-
view Committee, and the City’s General Plan
Review Committee.

Mr. Horner's commitment to open space
and the viticulture industry has helped main-
tain the character and quality of life of Liver-
more, maintaining the best of aspects of his
community for future generations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Mr. Horner for his many years of
service to the community and wishing him the
best in his future endeavors.

———

CELEBRATING THE 85TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF
PENELOPE (DOP)

HON. NIKI TSONGAS

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the 85th anniversary of the Daugh-
ters of Penelope, one of our nation’s pre-
eminent international women’s organizations.

Since its founding in 1929, these committed
women of Hellenic descent and admirers of
Greek culture have worked tirelessly to pro-
mote the ideals of ancient Greece in the fields
of education, philanthropy and civic duty.

Today, the Daughters of Penelope and its
250 chapters around the world strive to
strengthen the status of women in society,
help the victims of domestic violence both in
the United States and in Greece, and raise
funding for some of today’s most important
medical research—among other philanthropic
causes.

In 2009, this body along with our colleagues
in the Senate recognized the work of the
Daughters of Penelope and passed resolu-
tions commemorating its many achievements.

After five more years of exceptional work
and dedication, | rise to acknowledge these
truly outstanding women and their many ac-
complishments.

———

TRIBUTE TO LARRY J. ELLISON,
FOUNDER OF ORACLE

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an extraordinary American visionary,
Mr. Larry Ellison, as he steps down from his
position as CEO of Oracle, the world-re-
nowned company he founded in Redwood
City, California.

Larry Ellison was born in the New York City
borough of the Bronx in 1944, and from an
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early age showed a keen aptitude for math
and science. He attended the University of llli-
nois where he was named Science Student of
the Year and the University of Chicago. He
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by How-
ard University in 2005.

For more than 35 years Larry Ellison has
built and guided Oracle to its current position
as the world’s largest database-software com-
pany and one of the biggest providers of busi-
ness programs. Oracle has a market capital-
ization of $185 billion and annual revenues of
$38 billion, numbers that attest to Ellison’s
technical brilliance, strategic genius and un-
surpassed business acumen.

Larry Ellison worked as a technician for
Firemen’s Fund, Wells Fargo Bank and as a
programmer at Amdahl Corporation, where he
was part of a team that built the first IBM-com-
patible mainframe system. In 1999, Ellison, to-
gether with his Amdahl colleagues Robert
Miner and Ed Oates, founded Software Devel-
opment Labs which became Oracle after build-
ing a database named Oracle for the Central
Intelligence Agency.

A Silicon Valley legend, Larry Ellison is a
man of widely diverse interests. He has re-
ceived many honors, including being inducted
into the Academy of Achievement in 1997. He
is number five on the Forbes list of world bil-
lionaires, and is a generous philanthropist who
has given millions to many causes, particularly
in the field of medicine. He has signed the
Giving Pledge which is a commitment to do-
nate most of his wealth to non-profit organiza-
tions. He is the father of two, film producers
David and Megan. He’s also a pilot and com-
petitive sailor whose team won the America’s
Cup in 2010 and in 2013.

President John F. Kennedy said, “Ameri-
cans by nature, are optimistic. They are exper-
imental, inventors, and are builders who build
best when called upon to build greatly.” Mr.
Speaker, | ask the entire House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring Larry Ellison, an
American icon, for his extraordinary vision and
great contributions to American technology.
He has enhanced the leadership of our nation
around the world by “building greatly.”

—————

A FOND FAREWELL TO THE CON-
STITUENTS OF THE 33RD CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF CALI-
FORNIA

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my profound appreciation to the con-
stituents of the 33rd Congressional District of
California. It has been a tremendous privilege
for me to serve as their representative in Con-
gress for forty years. While the numbers and
boundaries of the district have changed four
times, generous constituent support has given
me latitude to pursue comprehensive solutions
to problems that not only benefit us in the dis-
trict, but benefit our nation as a whole.

It also has been extremely gratifying for me
to have the opportunity to assist individuals
and families on a more personal level, from
helping reunify families more quickly, to get-
ting Section 8 housing vouchers more effi-
ciently, expediting Social Security and Medi-
care benefits, cutting red tape to ensure mili-
tary heroes receive the medals they've



December 9, 2014

earned, and fast-tracking veterans’
care, housing and other benefits.

I am grateful for the support of committed
allies in our community who have helped me
tackle problems such as safety and pollution
at Santa Monica Airport, helicopter noise, vet-
eran homelessness, attempts to commer-
cialize the West LA VA property, traffic grid-
lock, beach pollution, and so many more. Of
course these challenges remain and new ones
will emerge, but | have full confidence in the
ability of Representative-Elect Ted Lieu to suc-
cessfully tackle them.

It has been an honor to work with some of
the finest elected state and local officials in
the nation. | thank my colleagues in the cities
of the 33rd Congressional District, the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors, and the
California State Legislature for fiercely advo-
cating on behalf of our constituents and work-
ing closely with me on federal policies that af-
fect our State.

| have had a long career and an eventful
one—and | wouldn’t trade any of it. | woke
each day looking forward to opportunities to
make our country stronger, healthier, and fair-
er. | will always be grateful for this opportunity
and privilege and for the many friendships I've
forged over the last forty years.

health

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, during last week’s vote on Roll No.
551, | inadvertently voted “yea.” | intended to
vote “nay” on Roll No. 551.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

REMEMBERING ED LEONG
HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is with sadness
that we mourn the loss of Edward J. Leong,
who passed away on December 7th, after a
lengthy battle with cancer.

Ed served for 36 years in the Office of the
House Legislative Counsel, 16 of them as
Senior Counsel. He specialized in titles 5 and
39 of the United States Code, the law gov-
erning the federal workforce and the United
States Postal Service. His sharp mind, relent-
less pursuit of perfection, and skill ensured the
bills considered by the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform and the Con-
gress were written in a manner that allow for
effective implementation.

Ed was a mentor and teacher to many cur-
rent and former staff. His professionalism and
dedication to his work are an example to this
institution. Ed’s soft-spoken manner, kind na-
ture, and laugh made him a pleasure to work
with.

As Chairman, | extend the sympathy and
condolences of the Oversight and Government
Reform Committee to Ed’s wife, Chee Lee, his
children Stephen and Anna, and his col-
leagues—in particular those in the House Of-
fice of Legislative Counsel.

—————

HONORING TURLOCK MAYOR JOHN
LAZAR

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Turlock Mayor John
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Lazar on his retirement from the Turlock City
Council and to personally thank him for his
dedicated, life-long spirit of community service.

Mayor Lazar was born and raised in Turlock
and is a graduate of California State Univer-
sity, Stanislaus. In 1976, he served as a page
in the U.S. House of Representatives, begin-
ning his long career in public service. His ex-
perience includes working as a district rep-
resentative for U.S. Representative Tony Coel-
ho and as a legislative assistant for Assembly
Members Gary Condit and Jack O’Connell. In
1988, he secured his real estate license and
began working at Coldwell Bank Central Val-
ley Realtors.

John Lazar was first elected to the Turlock
City Council in 1992 and served on the council
for 14 years until elected as Mayor of Turlock
in 2006. He was appointed to the Stanislaus
County Council of Governments, where he
served from 1999-2000, California State Man-
dates Commission from 2000-2005, and the
Stanislaus County Local Agency Formation
Commission from 2000-2006. He is currently
a member of the Emanuel Medical Center
Governing Board.

Over the years, Mayor Lazar has received
several honors; including receiving the 2007
Turlock Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of
the Year, 2002 Central Valley Association of
Realtors’ Realtor of the Year Award, and the
1995 California Junior Chamber of Commerce
Outstanding Young Californian Award.

He has sat on numerous boards, including
the Rotary Club of Turlock, Stanislaus County
Organization of Governments, Turlock Com-
munity Auditorium, and the California Associa-
tion of Realtors.

Mayor Lazar and his wife, Nellie, have three
sons. His hobbies include reading history and
biographies and collecting political buttons.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Turlock Mayor John Lazar on his retirement
from the Turlock City Council and thanking
him for his exemplary leadership and service
to the community.
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