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I came to Congress in 2005 at a time
of war. As the daughter of a Korean
war veteran, I know how important it
is for veterans to find meaningful work
to support themselves and their fami-
lies when they come home. That is why
my first legislative initiative to be-
come law addressed the needs of young
men and women returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan by offering incentives
to employers to hire our newest vet-
erans.

In the time since that first legisla-
tive victory, I have sought to embrace
innovative ideas, to find common
ground, and to turn these ideas into ac-
tion. I successfully championed legisla-
tion that is now law, including extend-
ing tax credits for energy-efficient
commercial buildings, establishing in-
centives that changed the way physi-
cians write prescriptions to reduce er-
rors and save lives, new tax credits and
grants to startup biotech companies,
and changes in Medicare to improve ac-
cess to primary care for our seniors.

Ensuring all Americans have access
to quality, affordable health care has
been a priority for me throughout my
professional life, in both the private
sector and in elected office. I am proud
of the role I played in the achievement
of health coverage for all Americans
and protecting and strengthening
Medicare and advancing access to care
for women and for children, including
those with preexisting conditions.
Today, we see the benefits of this ef-
fort, with millions of Americans who
now have meaningful health coverage
for themselves and their families.

For this success and others, I want to
express my appreciation to the other
Members of Congress on both sides of
the aisle who enabled us to get things
done for the people we represent and
for the Nation. I value the work that
we did together, and I value your
friendship.

As the only woman in the Pennsyl-
vania delegation, I am proud that I had
the opportunity to stand up for wom-
en’s rights and for women to be leaders
in Pennsylvania and across our Nation.

I am so honored to have served my
State and our Nation here in Congress.
It is my hope that we, Democrats and
Republicans, activists, and everyday
Americans can come together to con-
tinue to seek ways to ensure safety and
security, prosperity and justice, hope
and opportunity for the people of our
great Nation, just as my mother would
have hoped.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN FRANK
WOLF, INDEFATIGABLE DE-
FENDER OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND
HUMAN DIGNITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, Chairman FRANK WOLF of Vir-
ginia will cast his last vote this week,
capping off a remarkable 34-year career
of altruistic deeds, selfless service, bold
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humanitarian initiatives, and durable
achievement.

Both of us got elected in 1980, the
Ronald Reagan class. Many of us want-
ed to have a Special Order tomorrow
night, including the gentleman from
Virginia, BOB GOODLATTE, to honor
him. But he said, ‘‘Absolutely not.”
That is the kind of guy he is. He never
seeks any attention. But I am here
today. Tough. I am going to speak
about him.

At home and overseas, FRANK WOLF,
the William Wilberforce of the United
States House of Representatives, has
been an indefatigable defender of
human rights and human dignity. Last
week, WORLD magazine named FRANK
WOLF the 2014 Daniel of the Year.

Whether it be helping a young moth-
er in a refugee camp in Sudan or polit-
ical prisoners in Russia or jailed pas-
tors in China or any number of the
marginalized and persecuted, FRANK
WoLF has always sought to rescue and

to protect.
FRANK WOLF is the author of the
landmark International Religious

Freedom Act of 1998, which established
both an independent commission and a
State Department office led by an am-
bassador at large wholly dedicated to
safeguarding—via sanctions, if nec-
essary—religious freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I saw firsthand his de-
votion to human rights in a myriad of
ways, including trips with FRANK to a
prison camp in the Soviet Union, the
infamous Perm camp 35; a gulag in
China, Beijing prison number 2, right
after Tiananmen Square; Vukovar, a
city under military siege during the
war in Yugoslavia; and Romania on be-
half of persecuted believers, just to
name a few. He has chaired the Tom
Lantos Human Rights Commission
with great distinction.

A man of deep Christian faith, FRANK
WOLF not only passionately believes in
Jesus Christ but ‘“‘walks’ as St. Paul
admonishes us, in a way worthy of his
calling. FRANK WOLF is a devoted fam-
ily man. He, along with his wife, Caro-
lyn, have five adult children and 16
grandchildren, all of whom are the ap-
ples of his eye.

In his district, FRANK WOLF has de-
livered as well. His casework is superb
and responsive; his staff reflects their
boss’ commitment to assist and to
solve problems big and small.

As chairman of several Appropria-
tions subcommittees over the years—
including his latest assignment as
chair of the Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science—he has au-
thored nine major appropriations laws,
including five transportation statutes
that funded major projects in his dis-
trict and throughout the Nation.

FRANK WOLF’s many other accom-
plishments include: His bipartisan
Bring Jobs Back to America Act, de-
signed to return manufacturing jobs to
the U.S. from countries like China;
raising awareness of the growing
threat from cyber attacks; efforts to
address America’s unconscionable
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debt—it is $18 trillion now—through bi-
partisan reforms; the formation of two
anti-gang task forces operating in the
region, as well as the creation of the
National Gang Intelligence Center in
the FBI; and the funding of the 103-
mile Metrorail system.

He led the way in obtaining about $1
billion to extend Metrorail through
Tysons and out to Dulles Airport and
to Loudon County. He pushed for lower
carpool restrictions on I-66 and has
helped many commuters get to the
Capitol and to Washington. He led ef-
forts to place Ronald Reagan Wash-
ington National and Washington Dulles
International airports under a regional
authority, providing the capital to
build a new terminal at Reagan Na-
tional and vastly expand Dulles.

He has been a leader in fighting with
great tenacity Lyme disease. He has
fought to address hunger by creating
the Feds Feed Families food drive,
which has generated more than 15 mil-
lion pounds of donated food. And in
2014, he put language into an omnibus
bill to create the National Commission
on Hunger.

And one of the Nation’s newest na-
tional parks is in his 10th District, the
Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National
Historic Park, established in 2002
through yet another one of FRANK’S
laws.

Finally, let me make it clear: FRANK
WOLF’s departure from the House is
only the end of his current place of
service to humanity and marks a new
beginning, a transition to the private
sector, where he will continue and even
expand upon his extraordinary life’s
work.

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSWOMAN
MARCIA FUDGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to stand with my fellow
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus to pay tribute to the out-
standing leadership of our outgoing
chair, MARCIA FUDGE of Ohio.

Chair FUDGE has done much more
than occupy a position in her time as
CBC chair. She has truly led this cau-
cus at a time where it required active
leadership.

It has often been said that Chair
FUDGE’s work ethic, problem-solving
approach, and coalition building has
earned her the reputation as an in-
sightful leader, and over the past year,
that leadership has been on display to
an impressive degree. Her legislative
priorities have included job creation,
protecting voting rights, health and
nutrition, protecting Medicare and So-
cial Security, education, and housing.

Chair FUDGE’S simple philosophy is
reflected in her daily pledge, ‘“To do
the people’s work.” That dedicated ap-
proach has enabled her to be an ex-
traordinary chair of the Congressional
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Black Caucus and keep faith with this
historic role.

To some, they say we are the con-
science of the Congress. But I say,
under Chair FUDGE, we have been
much, much more because we have not
relied just on our conscience. We have
risen to levels of involvement not
achieved very often in this body.

On a personal note, it has been my
pleasure to witness the growth and ma-
turity of a leader I am proud to call
not only my chair but my close per-
sonal friend as well. And I do not mean
that in the way that we often use that
word on this floor. She is a close per-
sonal friend.

Mr. Speaker, as you see here, we
come from various backgrounds and ex-
periences. I am from South Carolina;
our chairlady is from Ohio. We have
had a different set of experiences,
which means that we will not always
see things the same way. But what has
made her an effective leader is the fact
that she can look to the west, to Ms.
BARBARA LEE, look south to Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, go down to Texas to Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, over to Ala-
bama, and bring all of these experi-
ences together and form a cohesive ap-
proach.

I am proud to call her my leader and
proud to call her my personal friend.

I yield to the gentleman from Detroit
(Mr. CONYERS), the dean of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus who, come
January 6, will be the dean of the en-
tire United States Congress.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I feel, as
all of us do, that we rise today to honor
an accomplished public servant, an ef-
fective problem-solver, and a tireless
advocate for our society’s most vulner-
able, Congresswoman MARCIA FUDGE of
Ohio.
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As she concludes her tenure as chair-
woman of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, she makes us all obligated to share
our deep appreciation for her courage
and her thoughtfulness.

Since taking office 6 years ago, Con-
gresswoman FUDGE has been a national
leader in the fight for job creation, the
safety net, access to health care, and
quality nutrition, and she has been
able to motivate some 43 other Mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus
in supporting these issues that have
made her so outstanding.

It is fortuitous that she came to lead
the Congressional Black Caucus at a
time of unprecedented attacks on the
Nation’s nutrition-support systems
that are essential for saving lives and
eliminating the opportunity gap.

She has been unwavering and unstinting in
her defense of people who rely on Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program or
SNAP—as well as child nutrition and school
feeding programs—for survival. There’s no
better way to reduce inequality than to ensure
that children have access to the nutrition they
need to prosper.

As the Senior Member of the Judiciary
Committee, | am also extremely grateful for
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Chairwoman FUDGE’s leadership and extraor-
dinary insight and energy in advocating for
voting rights and for victims of excessive
force.

Chairwoman FUDGE has played an indispen-
sable role in preserving the CBC’s legacy as
the “Conscience of the Congress.”

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF JUDY
BAAR TOPINKA, ILLINOIS STATE
COMPTROLLER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, today, my home State of Illi-
nois mourns the loss of a great friend
and a great leader, our State comp-
troller, Judy Baar Topinka.

I awoke this morning to my phone
buzzing incessantly, and I was sad to
pick up that phone and hear the news
that my friend passed away unexpect-
edly early this morning. Illinois has
lost a great leader.

Judy was somebody who was an insti-
tution in Republican politics in my
home State. She was the most gregar-
ious politician I have ever met in my
life. Judy was somebody who made ev-
eryone feel at ease walking through
the State capitol in Illinois. I am proud
to represent that State capitol now in
Springfield, and it is going to be a sad
day to walk into that capitol and not
see Judy.

Mr. Speaker, Judy was somebody
who knew no strangers. If she met you,
whether you were standing out in front
of the capitol building guarding the
door or if you were the Governor of the
State of Illinois, she treated you the
exact same way.

She is somebody who inspired me to
get into this arena of public service. As
a young candidate for State represent-
ative in 1996, I had the opportunity to
have many people tell me that I
shouldn’t run, but I had Judy Baar
Topinka to thank for encouraging me
to go for it. I lost that race, but I made
so many friends like Judy.

Judy came to my hometown of
Taylorville to do some campaign
events with me one day. It was sum-
mer. It was a long day of events, and
Judy went to my house to lay down
and rest for a bit. I had a 1l-year-old
Boston terrier bulldog who decided
that he really liked Judy.

He jumped up on that couch and
started kissing her in the only way
that my dog knew how. He went right
to her face. Instead of helping Judy, we
took pictures. Since that day, every
single time I have seen Judy Baar
Topinka, she asks me about that dog.
In 2012, when my dog Bruiser passed
away, Judy was actually sad when I
broke the news.

Illinois is going to lose not just my
friend, but we lose our comptroller who
was just reelected. Illinois mourns the
loss of Judy, and I stand here today—
with no intention of coming to the
House floor—to talk about my friend. I
mourn the loss of my friend.
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Illinois will never be the same with-
out Judy Baar Topinka, and America
will never be the same without leaders
like her.

———————

THE FAA’S REPORT ON THE RE-
SPONSE TO THE SABOTAGE AND
FIRE AT CHICAGO CENTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is far
too common for Members of Congress
to come to the floor of this Chamber to
weave their narrative of incompetent
Federal bureaucracies, lazy and unre-
sponsive members of the unionized
Federal workforce, and greedy and irre-
sponsible Federal contractors. I rise
today to tell a very different story.

On September 26, 2014, commercial
flights in nearly every airport around
this country were delayed or canceled
after the Chicago Air Route Traffic
Control Center, also known as Chicago
Center, in Aurora, Illinois, was dis-
abled in an act of sabotage by a dis-
turbed individual.

A fire destroyed the communications
equipment that processes flight plan
data and enabled air traffic controllers
at the facility to communicate with pi-
lots in the 91,000 square miles of air-
space for which they are responsible.
This could have led to a tragic loss of
life. However, due to the efforts of con-
trollers at Chicago Center and adjacent
air traffic control facilities, all planes
in the air when Chicago Center lost
communications were landed safely.

Nearly 200 of the controllers at Chi-
cago Center then traveled to 12 air
traffic control towers and terminal
radar approach controls throughout
the Midwest to help direct air traffic.
At the same time, technicians, me-
chanics, and electricians were working
around the clock to replace damaged
equipment and restore the Chicago
Center facilities.

In total, they replaced 10 miles of
cable, dozens of racks of computers,
and 835 communication circuits to re-
store the center’s voice communica-
tions, radar flight planning, and weath-
er capabilities.

As a scientist who has installed giant
experiments and accelerators on tight
time scales, I respect what they have
accomplished. Professional restoration
crews also removed fire, soot, smoke,
and water damage from the affected
areas, and all of this was accomplished
in just over 2 weeks.

Mr. Speaker, despite significant chal-
lenges, Chicago airports were able to
operate at more than 90 percent capac-
ity within days of the fire. One week
after the fire, Administrator Huerta
visited Chicago Center with me and my
colleagues in the Senate to assess the
progress of the restoration.

While it was clear that the damage
had been extensive, I drew confidence
from what I saw. Everyone understood
what they needed to do for the sake of
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