H10304

boost small businesses, increase individual sav-
ings, and for other purposes’.”.

(b) TRANSITION PERIOD.—Any small bank
holding company that was excepted from the
provisions of section 171 of the Dodd-Frank
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection
Act pursuant to subparagraph (C) of section
171(b)(5) (as such subparagraph was in effect on
the day before the date of enactment of this
Act), and any small savings and loan holding
company that would have been excepted from
the provisions of section 171 pursuant to sub-
paragraph (C) (as such subparagraph was in ef-
fect on the day before the date of enactment of
this Act) if it had been a small bank holding
company, shall be excepted from the provisions
of section 171 wuntil the effective date of the
Small Bank Holding Company Policy Statement
issued by the Board as required by section 1 of
this Act.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act:

(a) BANK HOLDING COMPANY.—The term
“bank holding company’’ has the same meaning
as in section 2 of the Bank Holding Company
Act 0of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 1841).

(b) SAVINGS AND LOAN HOLDING COMPANY.—
The term ‘‘savings and loan holding company’’
has the same meaning as in section 10(a) of the
Home Owners’ Loan Act (12 U.S.C. 1467a(a)).

Ms. WAGNER (during the reading).
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). Is there objection to the request
of the gentlewoman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentlewoman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

CONGRATULATING ARNE AND
ESTHER LARSEN

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I rise to honor my constitu-
ents Arne and Esther Larsen of Hebron,
Nebraska, who will celebrate their 80th
wedding anniversary on December 23 of
this year. Fifty years of marriage is re-
ferred to as the golden anniversary,
and 60 years as the diamond anniver-
sary. However, there is no such ref-
erence for an 80-year anniversary be-
cause this accomplishment is so rare
and unique.

Much has changed since 1934. A
stamp cost 3 cents, and Franklin Roo-
sevelt was in his first term as Presi-
dent when Arne and Esther were mar-
ried. In all this time, the Larsens’ mar-
riage has endured, a testament to their
love, faith, and commitment to each
other.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Arne and Esther Larsen on
this remarkable occasion and con-
gratulate them on 80 years of marriage.

FUNDING THE NATION

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
it has been a long day, and I believe the
American people have seen the best of
what America is in the vigorous debate
and review of the future of this Nation.
Yes, there were some positive aspects
to the appropriations bill—the $5 bil-
lion in funding for Ebola treatment and
the $2.2 billion for the rural develop-
ment account which will help my con-
stituents in Jacinto City, helping them
rebuild a burned-down police station,
which I hope to work on, and yes, the
$18.1 billion for NASA, $363.7 million
more than in 2014.

But I believe that out of good con-
science, I would not want to stand in
support of again going backwards in al-
lowing banks to be engaged in deriva-
tives and having American taxpayers
pay for their actions. I believe in op-
portunities and banks and investment,
but not the derivative work that
causes them to be able to have the tax-
payers pay for their mistakes.

Finally, I believe there is too much
money in campaigns and politics; and
now in this bill that will be signed by
the President, $300,000 will be allowed
to be given by one individual as op-
posed to the $97,000. Get money out of
politics. Let’s get back to legislating
for the people, and we can all join to-
gether united for good legislation.

————
TRIBUTE TO ROBERT KOEHNEN

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
rise tonight in sadness to acknowledge
the loss of a dear friend from Ord Bend,
California, Robert Koehnen.

Bob is a guy who loved life and loved
sharing it with his family and his
friends. He could be happiest out in one
of his orchards or at his apiary forming
new queen bees in their little queen
cages, or on the back of a Harley-Da-
vidson or under the hood of a Dodge or
Ford hot rod. He loved sharing that
with everybody.

He was a humble man, but he was a
real innovator, with harvesting equip-
ment, orchard practices, and bee-
keeping practices that really put him
at the cutting edge, even the humble
man he was. You could see how humble
he was in some of the things he said.
One of the funny ones was that he
didn’t want to have a big birthday or
big event on a weekend because, as he
would say it, “I don’t want to screw up
a guy’s weekend.” Indeed, in that hu-
mility, his family held his memorial
service yesterday, on Wednesday at
noon, maybe so it wouldn’t screw up a
guy’s weekend.

Bob was a great man, a pillar of the
community, a pillar in agriculture. He
will be severely missed by his wife,
Yvonne; his sons, Kalin and Kamron;
brother, Bill; sister, Cleone; and a
whole bunch of family and a whole
bunch of friends who call him family,
call him a dear friend.

God bless him.
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THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF
PEOPLE SERVING IN CONGRESS

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GABBARD. Madam Speaker,
there are two kinds of people serving
here in Congress—those who are here
to serve the interests of the American
people, and those who are here to serve
the interests of the big banks and Wall
Street speculators.

The big banks that forced the Amer-
ican people to bail them out in 2008 are
even bigger today than they were be-
fore. This bill that passed today sets
the American taxpayer up to bail them
out yet again.

The passage of this bill brings us ever
closer to the precipice of an economic
disaster that will make the 2008 melt-
down seem like a picnic.

———

FAREWELL

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, in
good times and bad, one constant re-
mains here on Capitol Hill. The Con-
gress of the United States continues to
attract some of the brightest minds
and most eager spirits our country’s
colleges and universities can produce.
They are our staff.

I want to acknowledge and express
my deep gratitude to my staff mem-
bers, especially Kent Keyser, my
former chief of staff and now senior
policy adviser, and Jim Zoia, my chief
counsel, both of whom have been by my
side every step of the way. They are
outstanding and dedicated individuals
who deserve the highest praise for their
selfless sacrifice and service in behalf
of the people of southern West Vir-
ginia. Through the years, many too nu-
merous to mention have served on my
staff and then have moved on, putting
the lessons they learned serving on my
staff to work for our State and Nation.

In addition to Kent and Jim, those
serving on my Washington staff in-
clude: David McMaster, chief of staff;
Kate Denman, deputy chief of staff;
Diane Luensmann, communications di-
rector; Andy Mollohan and Rachel
Meyer, legislative assistants; Carol
Wallace, projects director; Josh Suth-
erland, legislative correspondent; and
Megan Price, staff assistant.

In my West Virginia offices: Kelly
Dyke, my district director; and
Debrina Workman, Debbie Stevens,
Teri Booth, and Kim McMillion rep-
resent over a century of service and ex-
perience to their fellow West Vir-
ginians. They are joined by Greg Crist,
my district representative, and Larone
Alexander, who serves on my staff
through the House Wounded Warrior
Program.

Those working on my Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee staff
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are: Ann Adler, Ward McCarragher, Ed

Gilman, Lisa James, and Luke
Strimer.

Those who serve on my sub-
committee staff include: Alex Burkett,
Rachel Carr, Dave Jansen, Elliot
Doomes, Janet Erickson, Alexa Old

Crow, Helena Zyblikewycz, dJennifer
Homendy, Ryan Seiger, and Chelsea
Welch.

My own public service began as a
staffer for the master of the United
States Senate, Robert C. Byrd. I
learned of the institutional ups and
downs firsthand, starting work as an
elevator operator for the Senators
only, so I know a little about laboring
behind the scenes: answering the
phones, responding to the mail, endur-
ing the long hours of sometimes mun-
dane, often utterly thankless tasks
that keep this place running for the
very people we were elected to serve.

My entire career in this body has
been served on two committees: first,
it was called the Public Works and
Transportation Committee, then it
changed to the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee, where I now
serve as ranking member. I served also
on the House Interior and Insular Af-
fairs that later changed to the House
Resources Committee, where I had the
honor of chairing on the Subcommittee
on Mines and Mining, and, most impor-
tantly, serving as chairman of that
House Resources Committee.

I do appreciate, Mr. Speaker, that all
of us in this body are all bridge build-
ers. We have tried—and I certainly
have tried—hard to build bridges be-
tween our coal miners in my great
State of West Virginia and our coal op-
erators, between our disadvantaged and
our advantaged, between our need to
provide jobs and protect jobs in our
coal fields and our need to protect our
land and the air we breathe, and from
all our middle class to the Middle East
and beyond, we all seek a world of
peace.

I am proud of my record, my 38-year
record in this body of protecting and
providing black lung benefits, health
care and pensions, and, most impor-
tantly, safety for our coal miners. I
have steadfastly sought relief from ex-
cessive regulations on our coal indus-
try. I have defended and protected that
vital safety net for our unemployed,
our sick, elderly, and others disadvan-
taged through no fault of their own.
My direct help in building our infra-
structure in southern West Virginia,
where the transportation, technology,
or tourism is well-documented for gen-
erations to come. I have created vital
additional wilderness areas in our
State, white water rafting opportuni-
ties, and the largest Federally pro-
tected areas east of the Mississippi,
which is called the New River Gorge
National Recreation Area.

Mr. Speaker, my grandfathers came
to this great land as pack peddlers
from Lebanon. They worked hard, as
all West Virginians do. They lived the
American Dream.
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I have traveled the Middle East ex-
tensively during my close to four dec-
ades in this body, including with Presi-
dent Clinton in that historic December
1988 codel to the Middle East when he
became the first U.S. President to step
foot on Palestinian soil. T have met
with kings, queens, emirs, presidents,
prime ministers, militia chiefs, war-
lords, you name it, in this region,
many times even when not in sync
with our official U.S. policy. I have
long advocated for Palestinian justice,
human rights, dignity, and relief.

Madam Speaker, I do leave this body
with a great sense of pride and a great
sense of accomplishment in what we
have been able to do together for the
people of West Virginia.

I do appreciate my colleagues taking
a moment to reflect with me on what
truly has been a remarkable personal
journey, a distinct honor, and a true
privilege to serve the people. From ele-
vator operator, mail carrier, assistant
to the Democratic Whip Robert Byrd in
the Democratic cloakroom in the other
body through those Watergate years,
all through my 38 years in this august
body, it has been both exciting and
frustrating, full of fast-paced days and
long, drawn-out nights, such as we
have just been through this evening. It
has been full of sometimes tears, some-
times laughter, and, indeed, it has been
an experience that I have truly appre-
ciated and have loved every minute of
it.

I want to say in conclusion that I
thank, first and foremost, of course,
God. I thank my family for their sup-
port. This very day, as I speak, is a
10th anniversary of my dear wife,
Melinda, and I, and we celebrate this
anniversary knowing that it has been a
great ride in this institution. My late
father stood behind me all the way. My
89-year-old mother, now living in my
hometown of Beckley, and my brother
Ed and my sisters Vickie and Tanya
have always been there for me. My
three children, Rebecca and her hus-
band, Michael; Nick III and Laura; and
Suzanne Nicole have always been be-
hind my career. And all three of my
grandchildren, Madison Kaylee, Nick
Joe IV, and Ellianna, that is what it is
all about, as we all know in this body,
making this place a better place for
our children and our grandchildren to
live in.

My heartfelt thanks go out to the
good people in West Virginia. I have
been most proud to fight for our coura-
geous coal miners, and I am very happy
to see just this week that those war no-
tices issued by the coal companies ear-
lier this year will, fortunately, not be
honored in most cases, and, fortu-
nately, these coal miners will be able
to keep holding their jobs.

I have been deeply proud to fight for
our courageous coal miners. I have
been deeply humble to serve and stand
up for our American heroes, our vet-
erans. West Virginia is a proud and pa-
triotic State. I thank our working men
and women, the backbone of our coun-
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try, and our seniors who strengthen
this Nation day after day with their
continuing contributions. And may
God bless our educators, our teachers
who positively shape the future of our
youth throughout eternity.

Madam Speaker, in concluding this
chapter of my life, I offer my special
heartfelt thanks to you, each of you in
this body, my colleagues, for all the ex-
periences, for representing the im-
mense diversity of our country, and for
a lifetime of lessons through the many
trials and tribulations that you have
shared and taught me. I truly have had
the high honor of serving with dedi-
cated public servants and their staffs
who will ensure this country remains
forever the best in the world.

Thank you and God bless this House
of Representatives, and God bless our
country.

———
UKRAINE FREEDOM SUPPORT ACT
OF 2014

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-

tees on Foreign Affairs, Financial
Services, Oversight and Government
Reform, and the Judiciary be dis-

charged from further consideration of
the bill (H.R. 5859) to impose sanctions
with respect to the Russian Federa-
tion, to provide additional assistance
to Ukraine, and for other purposes, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
WAGNER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, although I
don’t intend to object, this is a very
important measure. We need to send
this measure to the President’s desk,
and we need to do so tonight. I am de-
lighted that we are doing so.

It is clear that Russia is not only fo-
menting separatism in Ukraine, it is
actively supporting the uprising and
sending troops to back it up. This is an
invasion, plain and simple.

I am concerned that the Kremlin’s
designs don’t stop with Ukraine. Putin
is already putting substantial pressure
on our NATO allies and our European
friends. We must not bow to his aggres-
sion.

If we don’t act now, where will we be
in 6 months? Where will we be in 2
years? Where will we be in a decade?

Since the Cold War, a vision has
emerged of a Europe whole, free, and at
peace. That reality is within reach.
Putin’s aggression puts that future in
dire jeopardy. We cannot let that hope
die.

We need to let President Putin know
loudly and clearly we will not stand for
his blatant disregard of international
law, we will not abandon our friends,
and, as the United States, we remain
the world’s champion of freedom, de-
mocracy, and the dignity of all people.

Madam Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the chairman and ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Foreign Relations
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