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The question is on agreeing to the 

motion to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 
3979. 

Mr. BEGICH. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 89, 

nays 11, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 325 Leg.] 

YEAS—89 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 

Franken 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Mikulski 

Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 

NAYS—11 

Brown 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Gillibrand 

Lee 
Merkley 
Moran 
Paul 

Risch 
Sanders 
Wyden 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR A CORRECTION IN 
THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 3979 

DIRECTING THE CLERK OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO MAKE A CORRECTION IN THE 
ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 3979 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Under the previous order, H. 
Con. Res. 121 and H. Con. Res. 123 are 
considered and agreed to en bloc and 
the motions to reconsider are consid-
ered made and laid upon the table en 
bloc. 

The Republican leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I wish to take a moment to speak on 
something that I think there is an 
overwhelming bipartisan desire to 
achieve, and that is to finish tonight. 
There is no good reason not to. 

We are working to clear an agree-
ment on our side to process the CR/om-
nibus, the extenders bill, and TRIA to-
night—tonight 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 5771. 
As for right now, I can tell you we 

are prepared to go forward on the ex-
tenders bill. Therefore, I ask unani-
mous consent that at a time to be de-

termined by the majority leader, after 
consultation with the Republican lead-
er, the Senate proceed to consideration 
of H.R. 5771, the Tax Increase Preven-
tion Act; that there be up to 1 hour of 
debate equally divided between the two 
leaders or their designees prior to the 
vote on passage of the bill; further, 
that the vote on passage be subject to 
a 60-vote affirmative threshold. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, we have had bipartisan conversa-
tions about having a more than 1-year 
extension of the tax extenders, bipar-
tisan conversations about moving to a 
2-year bill or maybe doing what we did 
in the Senate and passing the extend 
bill. 

So I respect my friend, who is trying 
to get us out of here as quickly as pos-
sible, but we have to have a path for-
ward to make sure we understand what 
is happening with the extenders. 

The Senator mentioned TRIA. We 
also have some problems with that. So 
I believe we need a path forward on the 
omnibus and a way forward on the 
nominations before we start dealing 
with whether there should be a 2-year 
extension or a 1-year extension and 
what amendments, if any, we would 
have on TRIA, so I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I would briefly 
make the point that we are very close 
to being cleared on this side to finish. 
I want everybody to understand that it 
is possible to finish tonight. Very 
shortly, we will be able to announce 
that there are no impediments toward 
getting to that goal on our side of the 
aisle. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. REID. We have the omnibus we 

have to do, we have to do the tax ex-
tenders, we have to do TRIA, and we 
have some nominations that we have 
an obligation to the American people 
to do, so we are not going to finish to-
night. I think we could finish the omni-
bus tonight, but we are not finishing 
tonight. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF MARK GILBERT 
TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO NEW ZEALAND, 
AND TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY 
AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COM-
PENSATION AS AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
INDEPENDENT STATE OF SAMOA 

NOMINATION OF ROBERT C. BAR-
BER TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF ICELAND 

NOMINATION OF DAVID NATHAN 
SAPERSTEIN TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR AT LARGE FOR INTER-
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

NOMINATION OF AMY JANE 
HYATT, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF PALAU 

NOMINATION OF ARNOLD A. 
CHACON, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE DIRECTOR GEN-
ERAL OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

NOMINATION OF VIRGINIA E. 
PALMER, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF MALAWI 

NOMINATION OF DONALD L. HEF-
LIN, A CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF CABO VERDE 

NOMINATION OF MICHAEL W. 
KEMPNER TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE BROADCASTING BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS 

NOMINATION OF LEON ARON TO 
BE A MEMBER OF THE BROAD-
CASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nominations of Mark Gilbert, of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:26 Dec 17, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD14\DEC 2014\S12DE4.REC S12DE4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6740 December 12, 2014 
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to New Zea-
land, and to serve concurrently and 
without additional compensation as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Independent State of 
Samoa; Robert C. Barber, of Massachu-
setts, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of 
Iceland; David Nathan Saperstein, of 
the District of Columbia, to be Ambas-
sador at Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom; Amy Jane Hyatt, of 
California, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Palau; Arnold A. Chacon, of Vir-
ginia, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Director General of 
the Foreign Service; Virginia E. Palm-
er, of Virginia, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Malawi; Donald L. Heflin, of Vir-
ginia, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Cabo Verde; Michael W. Kempner, 
of New Jersey, to be a Member of the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors; and 
Leon Aron, of Virginia, to be a Member 
of the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors. 

VOTE ON GILBERT NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 

2 minutes of debate equally divided 
prior to a vote on the Gilbert nomina-
tion. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I yield 
back all time on all of these nomina-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back on all nominations. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of 
Mark Gilbert, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to New Zealand, and to serve 
concurrently and without additional 
compensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Inde-
pendent State of Samoa? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON BARBER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Robert C. 
Barber, of Massachusetts, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Iceland? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON SAPERSTEIN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 

consent to the nomination of David Na-
than Saperstein, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Ambassador at Large for 
International Religious Freedom? 

Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
and the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
UDALL) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 62, 
nays 35, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 326 Ex.] 

YEAS—62 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cruz 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 

Hagan 
Harkin 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Johnson (SD) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall (NM) 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—35 

Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Boozman 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
Enzi 
Fischer 

Flake 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (WI) 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 

McConnell 
Moran 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Thune 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—3 

Begich Sanders Udall (CO) 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON HYATT NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Amy 
Jane Hyatt, of California, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Palau? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON CHACON NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Arnold A. 
Chacon, of Virginia, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Director 
General of the Foreign Service? 

The nomination was confirmed. 

VOTE ON PALMER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Virginia 
E. Palmer, of Virginia, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Malawi? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON HEFLIN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Donald L. 
Heflin, of Virginia, a Career Member of 
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of Cabo Verde? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON KEMPNER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Michael 
W. Kempner, of New Jersey, to be a 
Member of the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON ARON NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Leon 
Aron, of Virginia, to be a Member of 
the Broadcasting Board of Governors? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

The majority leader. 
f 

INSULAR AREAS AND FREELY AS-
SOCIATED STATES ENERGY DE-
VELOPMENT 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
the Chair to lay before the Senate a 
message from the House with respect 
to H.R. 83. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the House agree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 83) 
entitled ‘‘An Act to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to assemble a team of technical, 
policy, and financial experts to address the 
energy needs of the insular areas of the 
United States and the Freely Associated 
States through the development of energy 
action plans aimed at promoting access to 
affordable, reliable energy, including in-
creasing use of indigenous clean-energy re-
sources, and for other purposes,’’ with an 
amendment. 

MOTION TO CONCUR 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I move 
to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 83. 
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