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Similarly, Poplar Neck, the planta-
tion from which she escaped to free-
dom, is still largely intact in Caroline
County. The properties in Talbot Coun-
ty, immediately across the Choptank
River from the plantation, are cur-
rently protected by various conserva-
tion easements. Were she alive today,
Tubman would recognize much of the
landscape that she knew intimately as
she secretly led black men, women and
children to freedom.

There has never been any doubt that
Tubman led an extraordinary life. Her
contributions to American history are
surpassed by few. Determining the
most appropriate way to recognize that
life and her contributions, however,
has been exceedingly difficult. The Na-
tional Park Service determined that
designating a Historical Park that
would include two geographically sepa-
rate units would be an appropriate
tribute to the life of this extraordinary
American. The New York unit would
include the tightly clustered Tubman
buildings in the town of Auburn. The
Maryland portion would include large
sections of landscapes that are evoc-
ative of Tubman’s time and are histori-

cally relevant.

Harriet Tubman was a true American
patriot. She was someone for whom lib-
erty and freedom were not just con-
cepts but values she fought tirelessly
for. She lived those principles and so
selflessly helped others attain freedom.
In doing so, she has earned a Nation’s
respect and honor.

Harriet Tubman is one of many great
Americans that we honor and celebrate
every February during Black History
Month. In schools across the country,
American History curriculums teach
our children about Tubman’s courage,
conviction, her fight for freedom and
her contributions to the greatness of
our Nation during a contentious time
in U.S. history. Now it is time to add
to Tubman’s legacy by preserving and
commemorating the places evocative
of Harriet Tubman’s extraordinary life.

Every year, millions of school chil-
dren, as well as millions of adults, visit
our National Historical Parks gain the
experience and knowledge about our
Nation’s history that simply cannot be
found in history books or on the Inter-
net. Our Nation’s strength and char-
acter comes from the actions of the
Americans who came before us and the
significant events that shaped our Na-
tion. The National Park Service is en-
gaged in the important work of pre-
serving the places where American his-
tory was made and providing a tangible
experience for current and future gen-
erations to experience and understand.
It is one thing to learn about Harriet
Tubman from a book, and it is yet a
completely different and fulfilling ex-
perience to explore, see, listen to and
feel the places where she worked as a
slave, where she escaped from and
where she lived out her life as a free
American.

The National Park Service is unique-
ly suited to honor and preserve these
places of historical significance and I
urge my colleagues to join me in pre-
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serving and growing the legacy of Har-
riet Tubman by establishing the Har-
riet Tubman National Historical Parks
in her honor.

——

BROWNS CANYON NATIONAL
MONUMENT BILL

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, I submit this statement for
the RECORD to clarify several provi-
sions in my Browns Canyon national
monument and wilderness bill, S. 1794.
I have asked President Obama to use
this bill as the model for a designation
of 22,000 acres of Browns Canyon as a
national monument under the Antiq-
uities Act because it contains many
specific provisions that were developed
in careful consultation with the com-
munity.

I introduced my bill over a year ago
after 18 months of working side-by-side
with Chaffee County residents and
other stakeholders. I held public listen-
ing sessions, received thousands of
written comments, and my staff and I
conducted over 50 meetings. The result-
ing bill was emblematic of how public
lands bills should be done: from the
bottom up and based on what the com-
munity wants.

Browns Canyon is a unique natural
resource. Hundreds of thousands of
visitors come to Browns Canyon year
after year to raft or kayak the can-
yon’s exciting whitewater rapids or to
fish the Gold Medal trout waters of the
Arkansas River. But there is a lot more
to this landscape than just the river.
The rugged and remote lands to the
east feature quiet canyons and rock
formations, outstanding habitat for
bighorn sheep and elk, and sweeping
views of the Collegiate Peaks and Ar-
kansas Valley.

Protecting Browns Canyon has a
wide base of support, including more
than 200 local businesses and sports-
men who welcome the area’s Gold
Medal trout waters and big game hunt-
ing opportunities. Both the town of
Buena Vista and the city of Salida
passed resolutions of support, and a
majority of the Chaffee County com-
missioners support the proposal with
its carefully crafted conditions. The
Denver Post and local Salida Mountain
Mail have editorialized in favor of an
Executive action. Indeed, I hosted a
public meeting in Salida last week-
end—attended by senior State and Fed-
eral officials, including U.S. Senator
MICHAEL BENNET, U.S. Forest Service
Chief Tom Tidwell and Bureau of Land
Management Deputy Director Steve
Ellis—to gauge public support for pro-
tecting this nationally significant
landmark. The more than 500 attendees
at the standing-room-only meeting
overwhelmingly endorsed the idea, not-
ing how a national monument designa-
tion would boost the local economy,
support Main Street businesses and
help protect Colorado’s special way of
life.

The intent of my Browns Canyon na-
tional monument bill is to preserve
this special place just as it is now—for
us and future generations. Therefore, 1
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submit this statement to clarify the in-
tent behind several key passages re-
lated to the role of the State of Colo-
rado, water rights, and livestock graz-
ing.

First, I want to recognize the model
partnership between the Bureau of
Land Management and the State of
Colorado that has been in place since
1989 to manage the 148 miles of the Ar-
kansas River corridor. This partnership
is known as the Arkansas Headwaters
Recreation Area, AHRA, and includes
Browns Canyon. The intent is that the
Browns Canyon National Monument
will have no impact on this partner-
ship. However, it is also the intent that
the Federal agencies will closely con-
sult with the State of Colorado on the
development of a comprehensive man-
agement plan for the national monu-
ment, and that the State could be a co-
signatory to the plan. The State of Col-
orado has interests beyond just the
AHRA because it will manage the wild-
life in the National Monument and has
a stake in maintaining the economic
viability of associated industries, such
as outdoor recreation and agriculture.

Second, the intent is that the Browns
Canyon National Monument shall not
have any impact on the existing water
rights of any party. It is also the intent
that the national monument will not
have any effect on how river flows are
managed and administered, such as the
current Voluntary Flow Management
Program in place for the Arkansas
River.

Finally, as I have stated previously
before the National Parks Sub-
committee, it is critical that local
ranchers maintain flexibility to run
livestock in the national monument
and transfer their grazing allotments
to future generations. To address this,
I included legislative language that all
existing laws continue to apply just as
they did before the monument was des-
ignated. Colorado’s farms and ranches
are an important part of my State’s
economy and identity—and produce
food and fiber for the world. In par-
ticular, cattlemen and women play a
critical role in the economy, culture,
and heritage of the Arkansas River
Valley. Therefore, Browns Canyon Na-
tional Monument must support that in-
dustry and educate visitors about its
role.

Browns Canyon National Monument
is an idea whose time has come, and I
am proud to have led this most recent
effort in a 20-year campaign to protect
this spectacular and nationally signifi-
cant resource.

————

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, it is humbling to stand here
to speak one final time with my col-
leagues as a United States Senator.

As a lifelong mountain climber, I
have learned far more from the moun-
tains I did not summit, than those I
did. Every climb, I have found, offers a
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chance to look back and reflect, and
standing here today gives me a unique
opportunity to appreciate just how far
we have come.

For the past 18 years, my most re-
warding challenge has been exercising
the power lent to me by the people of
Colorado to fight on their behalf, first
in the State House and then in the U.S.
Congress. Throughout my career in
public service—my 6 years in the U.S.
Senate being but one chapter—I have
always been guided by the rugged inde-
pendence, strength and cooperative
spirit that defines who we are as Colo-
radans and as Westerners.

That spirit helped me craft solutions
to long-standing problems in my home
State of Colorado. From my very first
week in the U.S. Senate, I worked at
resolving the decades-long impasse be-
tween southern Colorado ranchers and
the U.S. Army, which uses the land
surrounding Pinon Canyon to train sol-
diers for deployment into war zones.
After 5 years of listening and lots of
hard work, we reached a deal that pro-
tects the property rights of landowners
while ensuring our troops are prepared
to defend our Nation. It was a team-
work-oriented approach that reflected
Colorado’s best problem-solving tradi-
tions.

I have said for years that Coloradans
pull together come hell or high water.
Little did I know that this saying
would prove itself to be true during my
time in the U.S. Senate, from wildfires
that left thousands homeless to a bib-
lical flood in 2013 that swept over much
of the Front Range. Despite the par-
tisan Federal Government shutdown of
2013, we delivered more than $770 mil-
lion in emergency flood support and
marshalled nearly $2.5 billion in addi-
tional Federal assistance so that Colo-
rado could rebuild better and stronger
than before. This disaster relief work
includes conservation easements and
watershed protection funds to ward off
future floods and a series of next-gen-
eration air tankers to help us fight
fires for decades to come. This is in ad-
dition to the more immediate support
needed to rebuild roads, bridges, and
the infrastructure that our commu-
nities depend on.

Our uniquely Western perspective
holds that compromise is not capitula-
tion, and that we are stronger when
every member of the community has a
seat at the table—not just the privi-
leged. This is a cause that my family
has championed for generations and it
is a creed that should continue to drive
all Coloradans who answer the call to
serve.

At this point in our politics, Ameri-
cans are rightly impatient with the
willful, partisan gridlock and dysfunc-
tion in Washington. Yet, in Colorado,
we know that by working together we
have been able to keep our State mov-
ing forward and do our part to over-
come Washington silliness for the good
of the Nation.

But even as we keep our eyes on the
horizon and the work we still have to
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do, it is also important that we protect
our special way of life—and safeguard
our land, water and air for future gen-
erations. I strongly believe that we do
not inherit the earth from our par-
ents—we borrow it from our children.
That is why I have championed efforts
to preserve our public lands and the
special places and natural wonders that
define Colorado. Those efforts include
creating new wilderness areas around
James Peak, ensuring that future gen-
erations can experience the beauty of
the Great Sand Dunes and Chimney
Rock, and turning Rocky Flats—a
former nuclear weapons facility—into a
wildlife refuge. I will continue working
hard to protect Brown’s Canyon, which
I hope to see designated as a national
monument in the days ahead.

Protecting these special places along
with our clean air and water is just
part of the larger fight to confront the
challenges and opportunities posed by
climate change. Colorado has long led
the Nation’s pursuit of a balanced, for-
ward-thinking energy strategy. Much
of the progress Colorado has made
came after I fought alongside Repub-
lican Speaker of the Colorado House
Lola Spradley in 2004 to pass our
State’s first renewable electricity
standard. This was the Nation’s first
democratically-passed renewable en-
ergy policy, and one which has actually
been strengthened and added to since it
was created. Since then, Colorado’s re-
newable electricity standard has in-
creased from its start at 10 percent to
the 30 percent it is today. It has be-
come a model for the Nation in how to
create good-paying clean energy jobs
while fighting the causes of climate
change.

I built on this effort in the U.S. Sen-
ate by successfully pushing to extend
the Production Tax Credit for wind en-
ergy. This has been a years-long, bipar-
tisan effort that I am proud to have led
alongside Senator GRASSLEY from
Iowa. From coming to the floor more
than two-dozen times to explain the
importance of wind State-by-State and
to demand an extension in 2012, to
fighting to extend the wind tax credit
again this year, I have never given up
on Colorado’s thriving wind-energy in-
dustry and the more than 5,000 jobs it
supports across the State. This is the
sort of common-sense, bipartisan pol-
icy that helps hardworking American
families today but is also part of im-
plementing a clean energy future for
generations to come.

As a Nation, over the past few years,
we have persevered through difficult
times to continue building toward a
more perfect union. When our country
was faced with the possibility of an-
other Great Depression, we took deci-
sive action—avoiding financial col-
lapse, supporting 6 straight years of job
growth in private industry, and mak-
ing smart investments in everything
from repairing our crumbling roads to
re-invigorating Denver’s historic Union
Station. That is something to be proud
of. There’s a lot more to be done—but
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it is important to pause and note the
successful milestones we have already
reached on the road to recovery.

Despite a flawed roll-out, the Na-
tion’s healthcare law has increased ac-
cess to quality health coverage for
more than 400,000 Coloradans, helped
families lower expenses and plan their
future with free contraceptive care,
and kept costs down for the first time
in decades. This is helping to keep fam-
ilies out of bankruptcy and making
sure that all Americans—not just the
wealthiest among us—receive the care
they and their families deserve.

Thomas Jefferson once said that a
true patriot loves her country not just
for what it is . . . but for what it can
be. I think a country where every fam-
ily can rest easy knowing that they
will never be left in the cold again
when it comes to accessing health care
is a cause worth fighting for, and I
could not be more grateful to those
who have fought alongside me to make
that a reality. At the same time, we
must also continue to monitor closely
its implementation to ensure we iden-
tify and correct any unexpected and
uneven impacts on Coloradans and
Americans.

While protecting Americans from the
abuses of an out-of-control healthcare
system is an achievement we should all
celebrate, I have been equally as pas-
sionate about upholding the Bill of
Rights and protecting our freedom and
right to equality. We still have a ways
to go, but I am proud to have followed
in the footsteps of so many great lead-
ers, including many in my own family,
who fought to make sure America lives
up to the values enshrined in our Con-
stitution.

Many of you may recall that my fa-
ther, Mo, helped to integrate the Uni-
versity of Arizona, when it was beset
by racial divisions. My grandfather,
Levi, issued a famous court decision
that recognized Native Americans’ con-
stitutionally protected right to vote in
our elections. My uncle Stewart chal-
lenged discrimination in our Nation’s
capital when he confronted the Wash-
ington football team to demand they
allow black athletes to play alongside
white athletes. It has been these exam-
ples among so many others that in-
spired me to take action when I felt we
were not living up to our constitu-
tional ideals.

That includes leading the successful
fight to repeal the military’s discrimi-
natory ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy
that had so shamefully kept gay and
lesbian Americans from openly serving
their country in the Armed Forces. It
includes passing landmark hate crimes
prevention legislation and a law to
make it easier for women to fight wage
discrimination.

While there is much work left to be
done to protect our constitutional
rights, I am proud to have led the ef-
fort to reconcile the enormous power of
our Nation’s intelligence agencies with
the bedrock principles of our democ-
racy. We have proven that the choice
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between ensuring our security and pro-
tecting our privacy is a false choice,
and that we can Kkeep faith with our
Nation’s founding principles while also
safeguarding our communities. So
when the CIA tortured people in the
name of the Americans it was supposed
to serve, we were strong enough as a
Nation to admit our mistakes and com-
mit to learning from this dark period
in our Nation’s history. That is why I
led the fight on the Intelligence Com-
mittee to declassify the findings of our
landmark report on the CIA’s Deten-
tion and Interrogation Program, to
make sure that future presidents and
intelligence community leaders do not
violate the principles that make Amer-
ica so exceptional.

These are all important accomplish-
ments—but I would be remiss if I did
not acknowledge that true leadership
is a team sport. I have been fortunate
to be surrounded by many people whose
insights, counsel and contributions
have made me a stronger and more ef-
fective advocate for Colorado. In par-
ticular, I want to point out that former
Colorado U.S. Senator Gary Hart has
been a key, trusted advisor and a dear
friend throughout my 18 years of public
service. I want to thank my Chief of
Staff, Michael Sozan, who has guided
my Senate office with a steady hand
for the last 6 years . . . and my State
Director, Jen Rokala, who I have had
the pleasure of working with over the
past 15 years as we served the people of
Colorado. I also want to thank Joe
Britton, my Deputy Chief of Staff;
Jake Swanton, my Legislative Direc-
tor; John Fossum, my administrative
director; and Mike Saccone, my Com-
munications Director, for ably guiding
me and my office.

Even before coming to the Senate, I
had the pleasure of working with many
dedicated people who put everything on
the line to better serve Colorado. I
want to thank Alan Salazar, my former
Chief of Staff, along with Laura Davis,
Lisa Carpenter, Stan Sloss, Doug
Young, Cookab Hashemi, and Tara Tru-
jillo for their guidance, patience, and
good humor. I also want to thank two
staffers who have been with me from
the start: Jennifer Barrett, one of my
most trusted advisers, and Carter Elli-
son, my constituent services director.
The list of talented and driven people
who have worked with me over the
years is too long to read but their com-
mitment to serving Colorado and our
Nation fills me with awe. I will miss
my team greatly.

It also has been my honor to serve as
a member of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee for the last 6 years—
and on the House Armed Services Com-
mittee before that. During that time, I
had the privilege of working on behalf
of the tremendous men and women who
defend our Nation. I have witnessed
their great courage, professionalism
and commitment in performing dan-
gerous missions in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Djibouti and other places around the
world. I have been humbled by the in-
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domitable spirit of our wounded war-
riors recovering at Walter Reed, Be-
thesda and in Colorado. I have mourned
our fallen. Their sacrifice, and the loss
that is borne by their families and a
grateful Nation, is never far from my
mind. To all those who have served,
and to all their loved ones, I offer my
deepest thanks and my never ending
gratitude.

When I first came to the U.S. Senate,
I told my colleagues that we were not
elected to solve Democratic or Repub-
lican problems, but to find uniquely
American solutions to our toughest
challenges. Just like mountain climb-
ers who are all on the same rope, we
know that we are all in this together—
and that we are only truly successful
when we all succeed together.

The great writer Wallace Stegner
challenged us to build communities to
match our scenery. In a narrow sense,
that means that we should strive to
make our society as beautiful and
thriving as the natural landscape that
surrounds us. But in a broader sense, it
also means that our communities
should bring out the best in us, and
that we should never stop building on
the uniquely independent yet coopera-
tive spirit that makes Colorado great.

That is the spirit that has guided me
throughout my time in public service,
and it is the spirit that will continue
to guide me as I find new ways to keep
Colorado and our country moving for-
ward.

It has been the greatest privilege of
my life to be a United States Senator
from Colorado and I will be forever
grateful for having had the challenge
and the opportunity to serve our great
country.

———

TRIBUTES TO DEPARTING
SENATORS

SAXBY CHAMBLISS

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I rise
today to honor my good friend Senator
SAXBY CHAMBLISS on the occasion of
his retirement. For 20 years, he has
served his fellow Georgians in Congress
with honor and distinction. He will be
sorely missed.

A preacher’s son, SAXBY was born in
Warrenton, NC. He graduated from the
University of Georgia and the Univer-
sity of Tennessee College of Law. As a
lawyer in south Georgia, he built a suc-
cessful law practice representing the
farmers that are the lifeblood of his
state.

He put his expertise on farm issues to
good use here in Congress and became
a key player in negotiations for each of
the farm bills considered during his
tenure. And just 2 years after he was
elected to the Senate, he assumed the
chairmanship of the Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry Committee, the
fastest any new Senator has risen to
chair a standing committee since 1947.

SAXBY and I served together for
many years on the Select Committee
on Intelligence, where I came to appre-
ciate his wisdom, his sound judgment,
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and his unyielding commitment to
keeping this nation safe. He has been
an enormously effective vice chairman
over the past 4 years. And even as his
tenure here draws to a close, he has
once again demonstrated his superb
leadership in setting the record
straight on the Intelligence Commit-
tee’s investigation of the CIA’s deten-
tion and interrogation program.

Above all else, SAXBY is a proud hus-
band, father of two, and grandfather of
six. I know that his lovely wife
Julianne and the rest of his family are
eager to spend more time together in
the coming years.

Mr. President, SAXBY and the entire
Chambliss family should know that his
colleagues, his fellow Georgians, and
his fellow Americans are truly grateful
for SAXBY’s service and his family’s
sacrifices. I wish them all the best.

TOM COBURN

Madam President, I also pay tribute
to my friend ToM COBURN as he pre-
pares to leave the Senate. For 10 years,
ToM has served the people of Oklahoma
as their junior Senator. He is a man of
principle and fierce determination. He
has shown himself willing time and
again to stand up to special interests
and to fight for what he believes in. He
will be missed.

Senator COBURN was born in Casper,
Wyoming, in 1948 and was raised in
Muskogee, OK. His father Orin was a
prominent optician and the founder of
Coburn Optical Industries. ToM at-
tended college at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, where he graduated with a de-
gree in accounting. From 1970 to 1978
he was a manufacturing manager at his
family’s company. After a bout with
cancer, ToM returned to school to be-
come a physician, graduating in 1983
from the University of Oklahoma Med-
ical School. Following his residency,
ToM moved back to Muskogee to prac-
tice family medicine and obstetrics. He
has personally delivered more than
4,000 babies.

Senator COBURN began his career in
public service in 1994, when he was
elected to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives from Oklahoma. He served in the
House for 6 years, then went back to
Muskogee to resume his medical prac-
tice. Three years later, in 2004, ToMm
was elected to the U.S. Senate to fill
the seat being vacated by retiring Sen-
ator Don Nickles. Here in the Senate
he has served with distinction on a
number of important committees, in-
cluding the Committee on Homeland
Security and Government Affairs, of
which he is the Ranking Member.

Since first arriving in Congress, Sen-
ator COBURN has been a strong pro-
ponent of fiscal restraint. His efforts to
fight deficit spending, pork barrel
projects, and earmarks earned him the
nickname ‘“‘Dr. No.” I have always
thought this nickname was a com-
pliment to ToM. It shows he is willing
to stand up against powerful interests
in defense of his principles, and that he
takes seriously the problems of unnec-
essary spending and long-term debt.
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