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in national security, clean renewable
American energy, efforts to clean up
our Nation’s defense nuclear waste,
chemistry, and more.

Originally created for the Manhattan
Project, the lab has adapted to address
our Nation’s most pressing needs. I
look forward to visiting the lab in the
coming weeks to congratulate them in
person, and I am committed to pro-
viding the support the lab needs to con-
tinue serving our Nation for another 50
years.

Congratulations to the PNNL family.

———

CONGRATULATING BISHOP
GUILFOYLE HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker,
today I recognize the Bishop Guilfoyle
Marauder football team, who capped
off an undefeated season, beating the
Clairton Bears in the Pennsylvania Di-
vision A State championship.

Led by Coach Wheeler, BG’s offense
plowed through their opponents, post-
ing 715 points this season. While I don’t
hold it against them, it became obvious
that BG was destined for a champion-
ship when I watched them defeat my
nephew, Michael Shuster, and the
Camp Hill Lions.

But defense wins championships, and
in the final minutes of the State cham-
pionship, BG’s defense held the goal
line, defending multiple Clairton scor-
ing attempts, securing a 1-point lead, a
19-18 victory to the title.

The character displayed by these
young men gives us another reason to
be proud of the central Pennsylvania
that we call home.

I would like to recognize the seniors
who played their last games: Berger,
Chadbourn, Gormley, Kitt, Livoti, Lu-
ther, McCloskey, Miller, Price, and
Wolf, and especially the Marauder’s
honorary captain, who truly exempli-
fies the spirit of BG football, Jorden
McClure.

Congratulations to Coach Wheeler
and all of Bishop Guilfoyle for bringing
home the State championship. If you
are watching today, take notice; I have
the team colors on.

———
MAINTAINING SSI BENEFITS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
as I come to the floor—I had been on
the floor earlier today—I offer again
my deepest sympathy to the people of
France and mourn with them for the
heinous tragedy yesterday, and I know
all Americans also do so.

I come, however, to talk about an
issue that will draw bipartisan recogni-
tion of the importance of ensuring the
support in the lack of reductions of SSI
benefits. There are 300-million-plus
Americans in this country. Madam
Speaker, 5.81 million Americans re-
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ceive SSI; 4.6 million of them are dis-
abled, and 1.3 million are children.

My office is in the Federal building
in Houston, Texas. I watch individuals
come to our Social Security office.
They don’t look rich. They don’t look
fraudulent. They don’t look like they
are trying to take advantage of the
system of help that America is giving
them.

I am sending out an SOS alert to all
the families who have loved ones on
SSI or the children who are receiving
death benefits because their parents
are dead. I am asking that we commit
to ensuring and providing the support
for the SSI account, not reducing it,
not reducing benefits, because these
are the neediest Americans who I
would be in utter shame to point out
that they are fraudulent.

We will be having a teach-in in my
district. We will ask them to come and
tell their stories because I am insisting
and refusing to allow their benefits to
be cut.

———

HONORING NEW HAMPSHIRE
NATIONAL GUARD

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GUINTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor and recognize the 3rd
Battalion, 197th Field Artillery Regi-
ment of the New Hampshire Army Na-
tional Guard. This week, they deploy
to the Central Command area of re-
sponsibility in support of Operation
Spartan Shield.

To the 370-some Granite Staters who
are deploying, and also your families
who are constantly supporting you,
thank you for your service, your com-
mitment, and your sacrifice.

As the first Army National Guard
unit to support this artillery mission,
you carry forward the National Guard’s
mantra, “Always Ready, Always
There.”

As my two children, Colby and Jack,
join me on the House floor, I am re-
minded of how grateful I am to you—
and the rest of our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines—for protecting our
country, our safety, and our liberties.
You are the very best our Nation has to
offer. The Granite State and our Na-
tion are forever indebted to you.

———

REFORM BLOATED CORPORATE
TAX CODE

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, should
we reward American companies and en-
trepreneurs for their hard work and
productivity, or should we reward them
for having the best lobbyists in Wash-
ington? Well, unfortunately today,
with our bloated corporate Tax Code
full of special interest loopholes, we ef-
fectively reward companies that have
the best lobbyists in Washington rath-
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er than corporations that are creating
jobs or profits for their shareholders.
That is why we need to work together,
Republicans and Democrats, with the
administration to reform our bloated
corporate Tax Code, eliminating loop-
holes in tax expenditures and bringing
down the rates.

Did you know, Madam Speaker, we
have the highest nominal corporate tax
rate of the industrialized countries in
the world at 35 percent? We can work
together to bring that down to 28 per-
cent, maybe even 25 percent, in a rev-
enue-neutral basis by getting rid of
special interest provisions that lobby-
ists have inserted in the Tax Code and
finally rewarding Americans for hard
work and productivity rather than sim-
ply being good at working Congress to
get a special interest advantage.

———

STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH
LAW ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, last
week on the evening of New Year’s
Day, I had the honor and privilege of
being invited to attend the Fallen Offi-
cers Memorial in Chico, California,
where I joined members of our commu-
nity in paying tribute to members of
our law enforcement who had made the
ultimate sacrifice in the previous year.

In the U.S., we lost 118 officers na-
tionwide, 14 in California. We are still
mourning and feeling the sting of the
loss of Officer Davis and Officer Oliver
in a horrific crime spree in Placer
County in northern California.

Yet what we hear in the news isn’t
really consistent with how we value
our law enforcement—at least, how we
should. Nearly 50,000 officers in 2013
were physically assaulted in the line of
duty, but all we hear about is the other
way. Madam Speaker, less than 1 in
1,000 contacts officers have result in
any kind of physical need with the pub-
lic. Indeed, that is less than half of 1
percent of an estimated 44 million con-
tacts our officers have.

Now, in light of what we saw in Paris
yesterday where their officers, in many
cases, are disarmed, and what it looks
like is happening in America, we are
disarming the confidence in our offi-
cers and our law enforcement, we bet-
ter change our attitude really quickly
and value what our men and women in
blue do for us so we don’t have a wors-
ening situation like we see going on
around the world.

I stand today in solidarity with our
brothers and sisters in law enforcement
and ask that all Americans do the
same as we do our business.

———

SUPPORTING KEYSTONE XL
PIPELINE

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Key-
stone pipeline and on behalf of the peo-
ple of Minnesota’s Sixth Congressional
District. I am honored and I would like
to thank my constituents for the op-
portunity to serve as their representa-
tive.

I am a proud supporter of the Key-
stone XL pipeline, which will be an ef-
ficient and safe means of transporting
up to 830,000 barrels of crude oil from
Canada to the United States daily. The
construction of this pipeline will sup-
port thousands of jobs and increase our
GDP by nearly $3.4 billion. Keystone
will continue to reduce our dependence
on Mideast oil. In the fastest growing
region of Minnesota, this pipeline will
alleviate rail and road congestion cur-
rently plaguing cities like Anoka and
Elk River. This pipeline will also bring
stability to our energy system and help
stimulate growth in our economy.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. ROs-
LEHTINEN) laid before the House the
following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 8, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 8, 2015 at 9:24 a.m.:

That the Senate adopted Senate Resolu-
tion 19, relative to the death of Edward W.
Brooke, III.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3, KEYSTONE XL PIPE-
LINE ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 30,
SAVE AMERICAN WORKERS ACT
OF 2015

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 19 and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 19

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 3) to approve the Key-
stone XL Pipeline. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. The previous question shall be
congsidered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided among and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy
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and Commerce; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 30) to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to repeal the 30-hour threshold
for classification as a full-time employee for
purposes of the employer mandate in the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act and
replace it with 40 hours. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means; and (2) one
motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker,
House Resolution 19 provides for the
consideration of two important pieces
of legislation to help the American
economy, both of which passed in the
113th Congress with bipartisan support.
H.R. 30, the Save American Workers
Act, is designed to address a critical
flaw in the Affordable Care Act which
is causing workers to lose hours at
their jobs and, thus, lose wages—those
wages that help put food on their ta-
bles, those wages that help feed their
families, pay their utility bills, heat
their homes during the winter, and
cool their homes during the summer.
H.R. 30 fixes this flaw by changing the
newly created labor rule in the Afford-
able Care Act which defines full-time
work at 30 hours a week and places
that definition back where the Amer-
ican public has believed it to be for the
last 100 years, that is, at 40 hours.

The second bill contained in today’s
rule is H.R. 3, the Keystone XL Pipe-
line Act, and that would put an end to
what has been a 6-year process for ap-
proving a pipeline that should have
simply been common sense for Amer-
ica’s economy a long time ago.
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The rule before us today provides for
1 hour of debate for each of the bills.
This allows the House to fully debate
these crucial issues. These bills are tar-
geted pieces of legislation dealing with
one single provision in the Affordable
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Care Act and one single pipeline, re-
spectively. No one is trying to repeal
the Affordable Care Act today. For
that, stay tuned. But I have no doubt
that Members of the minority will
claim that this bill is an attempt to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act. But, in
fact, it simply makes changes to a defi-
nition and interpretation by the De-
partment of Labor in the bill. As al-
ways, the minority is also afforded the
customary motion to recommit on
each of the bills.

Madam Speaker, as a result of the
Affordable Care Act’s requirement that
businesses with 50 or more employees
provide health insurance coverage to
those employees working 30 hours per
week, employers across the Nation—
from schools to universities to munici-
palities to restaurants—are being
forced to cut workers’ hours or face
unsustainable employment costs to
their businesses and to their organiza-
tions. As a result, we are seeing—and
this is what Republicans predicted
prior to the controversial and conten-
tious passage of the Affordable Care
Act—but what we are seeing is the bill
has fundamentally changed labor law
in this country, creating a new, stand-
ard 30-hour workweek. As a result,
workers’ hours are being cut, and pro-
ductivity in this country—a country
that has always prided itself on the
work ethic of its citizens—will de-
crease over time. This is what onerous
government regulations do—suppress
innovation and hamper businesses.

Many Members of the Democratic
Party have been outspoken in clam-
oring for an extension to long-term un-
employment benefits, which would ex-
tend government assistance to all un-
employed Americans well beyond a
year’s worth of benefits. Yet there is
something that can be done now, there
is something that can be done today,
which will have an actual, practical ef-
fect of putting more money in more
people’s pockets.

We have heard story after story from
every State in the Union that employ-
ers are dropping workers’ hours from
less than 39 hours a week to perhaps
less than 29 hours or fewer—potentially
10 work hours a week that workers
won’t see in their paychecks, which
could mean hundreds of dollars that
men and women won’t have to feed
their families and pay their bills. In-
creasing workers’ hours increases
money that people have to spend.

The Affordable Care Act fundamen-
tally changed labor law in this coun-
try, and the repercussions of this may
not be felt for years to come. This is a
dangerous, slippery slope. What other
labor laws will be reinterpreted now to
define ‘‘full-time employment’ as 30
hours per week? Do people intend to
impose overtime rules on employers
who employ people for over 30 hours
per week? This is yet another regula-
tion which would only result in busi-
nesses cutting more hours. What will
the National Labor Relations Board re-
interpret, knowing that the very fabric
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