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danger that police officers face every
day in keeping our neighborhoods safe.
The recent tragic murder of two police
officers in New York serves as a stark
reminder that officers put their lives
on the line to protect our communities.

In the coming weeks, I will be re-
introducing legislation to make sure
that the families of those officers who
gave the ultimate sacrifice receive the
benefits that they are promised with-
out being subject to the burdens of
Federal taxes.

Mr. Speaker, all of us should be hon-
oring the work that all of our police of-
ficers and law enforcement do, the sac-
rifices that they make every day to
keep us safe.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BrLuMm). The Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to
clause 11 of rule X, clause 11 of rule I,
and the order of the House of January
6, 2015, of the following Member of the
House to the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence:

Mr. SCHIFF, California

——————

THE TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. POCAN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I am here
on behalf of the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus in our Special Order hour
where we want to share with the Amer-
ican public our concerns about a trade
deal that we think will be coming
through Congress in the first few
months or first half of this session.

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is the
biggest and the baddest of the trade
deals that we have seen come before
this country. It represents a dozen
countries. From Chile to Japan, almost
800 million people are represented by
countries that would be included with-
in the Trans-Pacific Partnership, and
it represents 40 percent of the world’s
economy.

Yet the trade agreement has been
drafted largely in secret. No one from
the public has seen it. Quite honestly,
Members of Congress haven’t seen it.
But about 600 people in this country
are involved with the drafting of this
trade deal. It has great ramifications
that go beyond trade, the 29 chapters
that make up the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership.

We anticipate there also could be a
move from leadership to introduce leg-
islation to Fast Track the trade deal.
What that means to Fast Track it is to
really take away the public’s ability,
through their elected Members of Con-
gress, to have a say, to be able to de-
bate and to amend the trade deal.

We anticipate that could be one of
the first votes that would come to us
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this Congress about trade. We at the
Progressive Caucus want to share with
the public the various concerns that we
may have about this very, very large,
all-encompassing trade deal that could
affect American jobs, could affect food
safety, could affect environmental con-
cerns, could affect things like buy
American laws, currency policy, and
many, many more issues.

I am joined by a number of Members
of Congress today who would like to
take part in this, and I would like to,
at this time, yield to my colleague
from the great State of New York, who
has put a number of efforts towards
this in working very strongly to make
sure the public knows what is in the
Trans-Pacific Partnership.

I would like to yield to Mr. PAUL
TONKO from New York.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative POCAN. It is great to
join him in this hour of discussion
about the Fast Track method that has
been associated with trade negotia-
tions and with fair trade/free trade con-
cepts alike.

I represent a district in upstate New
York, the 20th Congressional District,
which is primarily the confluence of
the Hudson and Mohawk River Valleys,
and it was there that we became the
donor area to the Erie Canal that gave
birth to westward movement for this
Nation and sparked an industrial revo-
lution. It was there that we saw the de-
velopment of a necklace of commu-
nities, dubbed mill towns, that then
rose as the epicenters of invention and
innovation that saw manufacturing
booming as we went forward as a na-
tion.

Many an immigrant called that their
new home, that region their new home,
and they tethered their American
Dream to the prosperity that was con-
tinuing to grow in the region. I think
back to the manufacturing sector and
all that it meant to my ancestors, all
it meant to me and the opportunities
that came into my life, and it was that
empowerment that came through the
availability of work, the dignity of
work, the opportunity to earn a pay-
check that really made a difference.

I think of those same towns today
having really lost millions of jobs
across America. We are reflective of all
those towns that became those manu-
facturing centers, that enabled people
again to engage in meaningful employ-
ment and to be able to have those
dreams, those American Dreams fully,
fully strengthened by the opportunity
for work.

When I see the reduction of stand-
ards, of environmental standards,
where we are willing to have our chil-
dren exploited by the ugly sins of the
past with concerns for child labor laws
that might erode, when we think about
some of the inequities that are brought
to bear with the denial of collective
bargaining, all of these items have
snuck into trade negotiations. There is
an importance for Congress to be able
to provide the oversight and the assess-
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ment of these various negotiations,
where we can look at these trade deals
and suggest amendments or have sound
debate.

We not only have a right as Members
of Congress, I think the public that we
represent has a need for Congress to re-
view these documents and to suggest
improvements. So I look forward to
this hour of discussion where you and I
and our several colleagues will join to-
gether in speaking to the wisdom, or
lack thereof, of some of the processes
that have followed this entire trade
discussion.

We are talking about a trade deficit
now that has ballooned beyond belief,
to record proportions, and where we
are putting our economy and that
American Dream at risk and where we
are denying meaningful employment to
those whom we represent here in Wash-
ington.

I thank you for leading us in this
hour of discussion, and I know that the
information that we will exchange will
be very critical and important to peo-
ple who will be airing into this discus-
sion and allowing them to trade those,
exchange those ideas with their given
elected representatives.

With that, I thank you for leading us
in this important discussion.

Mr. POCAN. Thank you, Representa-
tive TONKO. As you mentioned, one of
the concerns we have, not only in your
region but in my district, is the loss of
jobs that we have had because of some
of these past trade deals that haven’t
quite gone as promised.

It has been estimated we have lost 4
million U.S. jobs due to just three
trade deals, and three-quarters of those
jobs lost were in the manufacturing
sector.

I had mentioned earlier today at a
press conference in Rock County, Wis-
consin, a county that I share with Rep-
resentative PAUL RYAN, we used to
have Parker Pen, made good American-
made quality pens. A thousand jobs at
one time were in that community
working at Parker Pen. In early 2010,
the final jobs had moved to Mexico.
That is just one example of the number
of jobs that we lost just in south cen-
tral Wisconsin, much less Flint, Michi-
gan, and Los Angeles, California, and
other parts of the country. So we ap-
preciate your efforts and your com-
ments.

I would like to also yield to another
colleague of mine from the great State
of California, someone who has been a
strong member of our Progressive Cau-
cus. I would like to yield to Represent-
ative JANICE HAHN of the great State of
California.

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I am rising
in solidarity today with millions of
American working families who are
deeply concerned about the impact
that harmful trade deals have on our
Nation. I am proud to join with my col-
leagues in the Progressive Caucus in
explaining why we oppose this so-called
Fast Track authority for international
trade deals.
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