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cope with climate change, natural disasters,
and security challenges.

Beyond Ambassador Mozena’s current post-
ing in Dhaka, he had an impressive career ad-
vancing U.S. interests in South Asia and Afri-
ca. He previously served in Bangladesh as
Political/Economic Counselor from 1998-2001
and as a Deputy Political Counselor in India
and Pakistan. A member of Senior Foreign
Service, Mozena was U.S. Ambassador to An-
gola from 2007-2010 and previously worked
in the Office of Southern African Affairs from
1993 to 1995, during South Africa’s transition
from apartheid to democracy. Previous post-
ings include Lusaka and Kinshasa and a year
as a professor at the National War College.

Ambassador Mozena’s family has stood by
his side as he has pursued his career over-
seas. His wife of 40 years, Grace, is a retired
elementary school teacher who served with
him as a Peace Corps volunteer in then-Zaire.
Their two children, Anne and Mark, followed
their father throughout the world. | understand
that Mozena also looks forward to spending
time with the newest addition to his family, a
granddaughter named Mira, as well as his
mother Edna.

As Ambassador Mozena returns to his fam-
ily in the United States, we recognize his work
in Bangladesh and throughout his career as a
Foreign Service Officer.

———
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week
226 years ago, the first presidential election in
United States history was held across the 13
original colonies. Nowadays things change in
the blink of an eye, so one can imagine how
much our country has changed in 226 years.

Texas was still a part of the Spanish Empire
in 1789 and the United States had just re-
cently gained its independence from the Brit-
ish Empire. Back then, voting eligible citizens
would walk or ride their horses down cobble-
stone roads to the nearest poll.

Oddly enough, the first voters voted by
voice, rather than the secret ballot that we're
all used to now. Voters wouldn’t even vote for
who they wanted as President, but would ac-
tually vote for their state’s electors. The cho-
sen electors would then cast their vote for
President. Though we still have electors, citi-
zens now vote for who they believe should be
President rather than their state’s electors.
Electors are instead chosen by state govern-
ments and then each one is expected to vote
with the will of the people of their state. The
Electoral College voting system has been one
of the lone constants in an ever-changing po-
litical and voting landscape. It was used in the
first Presidential election and has been used
in every election since.

While the Electoral College has remained in
place since 1789, voting rights have changed
significantly over the years. For the first Presi-
dential election, an eligible voter was defined
as any white, land-owning male. However, our
country has progressed a great deal since
then and now defines an eligible voter as any
citizen over the age of 18, regardless of race,
gender, or societal status.
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We should be proud to live in a country
whose government recognizes everyone as
equal and allows each individual to vote, re-
gardless of race or gender. From 13 colonies
to 50 states and from voting by voice to voting
on touch-screen computers, our elections
have come a long way since 1789, and | ex-
pect the next 226 years to be just as great.

And that’s just the way it is.
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Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Peter Chacon for a lifetime of selfless
service and leadership to our nation and our
community. He served honorably in the United
States Air Force during World War Il and in
the California State legislature for over 20
years.

Born in Phoenix, Arizona, Mr. Chacon was
raised in a home of modest means with three
older sisters and three younger brothers. As a
teenager, he would shine shoes and park cars
in downtown Phoenix to help support his fam-
ily. His father, Petronilo Chacon, served as a
commander in Mexico to Pancho Villa’s revo-
lutionary Army and taught Mr. Chacon to fight
for what he believed in with passion and de-
termination, while defending the rights of those
who could not do the same.

In 1943, at the age of 18 and in the midst
of World War Il, Mr. Chacon enlisted in the
U.S. Air Force. He served honorably for two
years of wartime service as a Ball Turret Gun-
ner on a B-17 Flying Fortress. During his
service, he flew 35 successful missions over
Germany. On one such mission, his plane was
shot down and forced to crash land on a small
island off the ltalian coast where he and the
rest of the crew were later rescued.

After the war, Mr. Chacon returned home as
a hero and enrolled in San Diego City College
and later San Diego State University where he
received a bachelor's degree in education and
a master’s degree in school administration. He
began a career as a teacher, where he dis-
covered injustices facing Spanish speaking
children in schools. In 1968, with the help of
two friends, Mr. Chacon founded the Chicano
Federation in an effort to unite the Latino
voice in the San Diego community. One of the
first accomplishments of the Chicano Federa-
tion was the creation of the historic Chicano
Park in the Barrio Logan community. Chicano
Park has come to be an important symbol of
the Chicano Movement.

In 1969, Mr. Chacon decided to run for the
California State Assembly in an effort the
change the education system from within. Mr.
Chacon was elected in 1970 to represent Cali-
fornia’s 79th assembly district, where he
served for 22 years. He is best known for au-
thoring legislation to create the California
Housing Finance Agency, the Rural Housing
Development Program, and the landmark Bi-
lingual/Bicultural Education Program for the
more than 230,000 limited English speaking
students in the state.

Mr. Chacon was an inspirational leader in
the San Diego community and his contribu-
tions will not be forgotten. He is survived by
his four sons, Chris, Paul, Ralph and Jeff.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, as
Ranking Member and former Chairman of the
Committee on the Judiciary, | join with my col-
league, Rep. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT, the
former Chairman and Ranking Member of the
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland
Security, and Investigations, in celebrating the
life and recognizing the accomplishments of
Karen Wilkinson, who sadly passed away on
January 5.

Karen was a dedicated public servant, high-
ly valued counsel to the Committee, and be-
loved colleague.

We were fortunate to get to know Karen
through her work for the Committee in 2008
and 2009. During that time, Karen, an Assist-
ant Federal Public Defender, was a detailee
from the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts. Her detail was the first of a
Federal Public Defender to Congress. After
her work with the Committee, she returned to
Phoenix, Arizona to continue representing indi-
gent clients in federal criminal cases, which
she had done for eight years before coming to
the Committee. Prior to that, she clerked for
the U.S. District Court for Arizona and then
joined the law firm of Brown & Bain. Karen
graduated magna cum laude from Arizona
State University Law School, received a Mas-
ters in Business Administration from Nova Uni-
versity and her Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Michigan.

Karen’s accomplishments during her tenure
with the Committee include a number of bills
that dealt with issues that are very important
to improving our country’s criminal justice sys-
tem. During the 111th Congress, she was re-
sponsible for guiding several legislative meas-
ures to approval on the floor of the House of
Representatives, including: H.R. 448, the
Elder Abuse Victims Act of 2009; H.R. 632,
the National Silver Alert Act 2009; H.R. 748,
CAMPUS Safety Act of 2009; H.R. 908, the
Missing Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2009; H.R. 1333,
amending chapter 40 of title 18 of the United
States Code to exempt the transportation,
shipment, receipt, or importation of explosive
materials for delivery to a federally recognized
Indian tribes; H.R. 1727, the Managing Arson
Through Criminal History, MATCH, Act; H.R.
1933, a Child is Missing Alert and Recovery
Center Act; S. 1289, the Foreign Evidence Re-
quest Efficiency Act of 2009, and H.R. 2661,
the Court Security Enhancement Act of 2009.

In addition, she served as lead counsel on
several other very important bills under the ju-
risdiction of the Judiciary Committee in the
111th Congress, such as: H.R. 503, the Pre-
vention of Equine Cruelty Act of 2009; H.R.
2289, the Juvenile Justice Accountability and
Improvement Act of 2009; H.R. 2095, the Res-
titution for the Exonerated Act; H.R. 1149, the
Child Protection Reauthorization Act of 2009
and H.R. 1422, the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Reauthorization Act of 2009.
Karen also developed proposals subsequently
introduced as the Literacy Education and Re-
habilitation Act, a bill to require a criminal de-
fense representative to be appointed to the
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