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be paid the ongoing wages, the min-
imum wage of America. By bringing 
these workers into the legal workforce, 
it will eliminate the unfair competi-
tion of the underground economy. And 
all of these workers will be paying 
their taxes, which will increase tax 
revenues by billions of dollars each 
year. 

The President’s Executive action is 
also smart and realistic when it comes 
to enforcing our immigration laws. It 
is not humanly possible to deport all of 
the undocumented immigrants in this 
country. So every administration has 
had to set priorities on those who will 
be deported and those who will not. 
The government should not waste its 
limited resources to deport immigrants 
who have lived and worked here for 
years, who have children who are citi-
zens or lawful permanent residents, 
and who do not pose any threat to 
America’s future. Instead, the adminis-
tration has made it a top priority to 
deport those who have committed seri-
ous crimes or are a threat to safety. 

Now, Executive action on deporta-
tion is clearly lawful. Every single 
President—Democrat and Republican— 
every one of them since President 
Dwight David Eisenhower has used his 
Executive authority to improve our 
immigration system. This argument 
that it is somehow unconstitutional 
just does not bear basic scrutiny. The 
Supreme Court has repeatedly affirmed 
that the Federal Government has broad 
authority to decide whom to deport. 
President Obama is acting well within 
his legal authority when he establishes 
policies about whom will be deported 
by this administration. 

The American people have elected us 
to solve problems. Because the House 
Republican leadership has failed to re-
form our immigration system, the 
President had no choice but to use his 
authority under the law to improve our 
economy and security and keep fami-
lies together and at least do a small 
part toward solving America’s broken 
immigration system problems. 

However you feel about the Presi-
dent’s immigration policies, it is hypo-
critical and counterproductive—it is 
just wrong—to take out your frustra-
tion by putting at risk critical home-
land security funding. 

I hope the House Republicans will 
somehow or another overcome this fit 
of pique that has led us to this moment 
and realize their first obligation is to 
this great Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GOVERNOR 
BRUCE RAUNER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 
unable to attend the inauguration of 
the new Governor of Illinois today. 
Bruce Rauner was elected November 4 
to serve as the 42nd Governor of the 
State of Illinois. His wife Diana was by 
his side when he took the oath of of-
fice. 

I had a chance to attend some of the 
receptions last night and called him 

over the weekend and said my duties in 
the Senate made it impossible to ac-
cept his invitation to say a few words 
at his inaugural. But despite the fact 
that we come from different political 
parties and despite the fact that we 
have many differences when it comes 
to issues before us, I certainly wish our 
new Governor, Bruce Rauner, the very 
best in his efforts to lead the Land of 
Lincoln, the great State of Illinois. He 
faces an extraordinary number of chal-
lenges—broken public pension systems, 
struggles in coming up with the rev-
enue we need to keep our schools mov-
ing forward, and the safety net to pro-
tect the most vulnerable people living 
in our State. 

I have given him my personal pledge, 
and I will renew it on the floor of the 
Senate today, to stand by him and his 
administration to solve these problems 
and to lead Illinois forward. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 1, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 1, S. 1, 

a bill to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 5:30 
p.m. will be equally divided and con-
trolled in the usual form. 

The Senator from Maine. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to proceed for up to 15 minutes as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. COLLINS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

I further request that the time not be 
charged to either side on the debate on 
the Keystone pipeline, if that is nec-
essary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object—I am sorry, I 
was discussing with the staff. If the 
Senator will please repeat her request. 

Ms. COLLINS. I asked unanimous 
consent to proceed for up to 15 minutes 
as in morning business, and since my 
remarks do not pertain to the debate 
for the Keystone Pipeline, that the 
time not be charged to either side in 
that debate. 

Mr. DURBIN. I have no objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
PRIORITIES OF SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 

AGING 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, it has 

been my privilege to serve on the Sen-

ate Special Committee on Aging since 
my very first days in the Senate, and I 
am honored to have been elected to 
chair this committee for the 114th Con-
gress. I wish to welcome the Presiding 
Officer, Senator COTTON of Arkansas, 
to the committee. He will be a new 
member on our committee, and I be-
lieve he will enjoy his service as much 
as I have. 

My service on the aging committee is 
particularly appropriate since Maine is 
the oldest State in the Nation by me-
dian age. Many people would guess that 
Florida would have that distinction, 
but, in fact, it is the great State of 
Maine. 

Throughout its history, the aging 
committee has spurred Congress to ac-
tion on issues that are important to 
older Americans through its hearings, 
its investigations, and its reports. This 
is the first time a Maine Senator has 
chaired the committee since the 1990s, 
when my predecessor, mentor, and 
friend, Senator Bill Cohen, served as 
chairman. 

I wish to share with my colleagues 
today my priorities for the committee 
as we begin this new Congress. I have 
three major priorities for the commit-
tee’s work: first, retirement security; 
second, investments in biomedical re-
search targeting diseases that dis-
proportionately affect older Ameri-
cans, such as Alzheimer’s and diabetes; 
and, third, protecting seniors against 
financial exploitation and scams. 

I am increasingly concerned that our 
seniors will not have adequate savings 
and other financial resources during 
their retirement years. The committee 
will, therefore, focus on retirement se-
curity and, in particular, on the need 
to encourage more savings and better 
financial planning. According to the 
nonpartisan Center for Retirement Re-
search at Boston College, there cur-
rently is an estimated $6.6 trillion gap 
between the savings Americans have 
today and what they should have in 
order to maintain their standard of liv-
ing during retirement. 

Nationally, one in four Americans 
has no source of income beyond Social 
Security. In the State of Maine, the 
number is one in three. Social Security 
provides an absolutely vital safety net. 
However, with an average benefit of 
just $16,000 a year, it certainly is not 
enough to finance a comfortable retire-
ment for many Americans. 

According to a Gallup survey pub-
lished in 2012, more than half of all 
Americans are worried they will not be 
able to maintain their standard of liv-
ing in retirement. That is up sharply 
from 34 percent two decades ago, and 
the Boston College analysis dem-
onstrates that their concern is war-
ranted. 

There are many reasons for the de-
cline in retirement security facing 
American seniors, including the demise 
of many defined benefit pension plans 
in the private sector; the severity of 
the recent financial crisis, which wiped 
out much of the net worth of many 
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