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this is looking at alternative sources of
energy, which will create jobs and not
destroy the planet.

The Keystone XL Pipeline will
produce oil with a process that pro-
duces 17 percent more carbon than any
conventional crude oils. That oil is
going to be shipped, if the Republicans
have their way, through a pipeline
from Canada all the way to Texas, over
and near thousands of lakes and
aquifers that Americans rely on for
clean drinking water.

After it reaches Port Arthur, TX—
the original plan, which I think is still
the case—it will be exported, so even
the refined product is not going to be
used here in America. So we ask our
Republican colleagues: Where is your
plan to make sure America leads the
world in creating good-paying, green
jobs for the future? Where is your plan
to increase America’s production of
wind, solar, thermonuclear, cellulosic,
and other forms of renewable energy?
In fact, when it came to debating the
extension of some tax benefits to these
industries, many Republicans opposed
it. They instead wanted to see us move
toward initiatives such as the Key-
stone XL Pipeline.

So this is an important debate, and it
is one that we ought to take in the con-
text of the challenges our generation
faces. We will either acknowledge the
global environmental reality and deal
with it, or we will have to answer to
our children and grandchildren why we
put the profits of 1 Canadian company
and why we put 35 jobs ahead of a
meaningful discussion about a national
energy policy that is consistent with a
clean and strong environment for years
to come.

———
IMMIGRATION FUNDING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this
evening I am joining with the Center
for American Progress to host a screen-
ing of ‘“‘Spare Parts,”” a new movie that
tells the story of four students at Carl
Hayden High School in Phoenix, AZ.
These students were undocumented im-
migrants brought to the United States
as kids. They started a robotics team
at their high school that went on to
great success. The movie itself was pro-
duced by actor and comedian George
Lopez. He stars in it as the coach of the
team; Jamie Lee Curtis as the high
school principal; Carlos Pena, as Oscar
Vazquez, one of the students; and Alexa
Vega, as Oscar’s girlfriend Karla.

I am especially excited about seeing
the movie because I have known one of
these students, Oscar Vazquez, for
some time. Five years ago, I told Os-
car’s story here on the floor of the Sen-
ate. He dreamed of enlisting in the
military and spent his high school
years in junior ROTC. At the end of his
junior year, a recruiting officer told
him he could never serve in the mili-
tary because he was undocumented. So
Oscar found another outlet for his tal-
ent. He helped to start the robotics
club at Carl Hayden High School.
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Oscar and his three teammates en-
tered a college-level robot competition,
despite the fact they were high school
kids, sponsored by NASA. They worked
for months in a storage room in their
high school to produce their competi-
tive robot. They were competing
against students from MIT and similar
universities. The Carl Hayden High
School team won first place in the
robotic competition.

After high school, Oscar Vazquez
went to Arizona State University, and
in 2009 graduated with a degree in me-
chanical engineering. He was one of the
top three students in his class. Fol-
lowing his graduation, he took a brave
step. He voluntarily returned to Mex-
ico, a country where he had not lived
since he was a small child. He said, ‘I
decided to take a gamble and do the
right thing.”

In 2010, the Obama administration
gave him a waiver to reenter the
United States. Otherwise, he would
have been barred for 10 years. He would
have been separated from his wife
Karla and their daughter Samantha,
both of whom are American citizens.

Oscar returned to the United States
with the waiver from President Obama
and he did two things: He applied for
citizenship and he enlisted in the
United States Army.

Oscar served as a cavalry scout in Af-
ghanistan, fulfilling the dream he had
as a child, and when he became a cit-
izen of this country he was obviously
willing to risk his life for it.

Last year, Oscar testified at a hear-
ing I held about the benefits of allow-
ing immigrants to enlist in the mili-
tary. The Falcon Robotics Team, which
Oscar and his friends started, is now a
fixture at Carl Hayden High School.

I have told the story about two other
members of that team.

Dulce Matuz graduated from Arizona
State University with a bachelor’s de-
gree in electrical engineering and as a
senior received an internship to work
at the NASA space station. After grad-
uation, Dulce couldn’t work as an engi-
neer, so she cofounded the Arizona
DREAM Act Coalition. As a result of
her leadership, she was named one of
the 100 most influential people in the
world by Time Magazine.

Angelica Hernandez served in junior
ROTC and was president of the Na-
tional Honors Society. She graduated
from high school with a 4.5 GPA and
graduated from Arizona State Univer-
sity with a mechanical engineering de-
gree herself.

Why am 1 telling my colleagues
about a movie called ‘‘Spare Parts”
and the Carl Hayden robotics team?
Because it puts a human face on what
is happening today on Capitol Hill. It
puts into perspective what the Repub-
lican-led House of Representatives
wants to achieve this week. They are
preparing to pass a bill in the House
that would defund the President’s im-
migration policies, including the very
program—the DACA Program—that
President Obama created by Executive
order.
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The DACA Program puts on hold the
deportation of immigrant students
such as those I have just described who
grew up in this country and simply
want a chance to be a part of our fu-
ture. These young people—immigrants
such as Oscar, Dulce, and Angelica—
are known as DREAMers. They were
brought to the United States as little
kids. They didn’t make a conscious ef-
fort to come across the border; they
were brought here by their parents.
They grew up in this country and they
have overcome great obstacles to suc-
ceed. They are our future leaders. They
will serve in the military. They will be
doctors and engineers and lawyers and
business leaders, if they are given the
chance. The House of Representatives
is determined not to give these
DREAMers a chance to be part of
America’s future.

In the last 2 years, more than 600,000
DREAMers have stepped up, paid their
fees, gone through the background
checks, and were given this temporary
status where they can’t be deported.
With that temporary status, they have
gone on to do extraordinary things in
this country. Many of them are already
contributing. I mentioned Angelica, a
former member of the Carl Hayden ro-
botics team. She is working for Nexant
Corporation where she specializes in re-
newable energy.

The Center for American Progress
tells us that if we give legal status to
these DREAMers, it will dramatically
help our economy. These are great
young people who want a chance to be
a part of America’s future. They can
put $329 billion into our economy, ac-
cording to the studies, and create
about 1.4 million new jobs. These are
the sparks, the catalysts, the leaders
who can help us build this economy.

But the Republicans in the House of
Representatives want to deport them.
They want to turn them away after
they have had these educational oppor-
tunities in America. They don’t want
us to take advantage of their skills and
talents. They are wrong.

Why do they want to eliminate
DACA? Why are the House Republicans
so determined to eliminate it? Because
that is their way of getting back at
this President. That is their way of
trying to make us forget that the
House Republicans refused for 2 years
to call up immigration reform legisla-
tion. They refused to fix our broken
immigration system, and when the
President stepped in on an emergency
basis, now they are resisting him and
trying to deport these DREAMers. How
can they explain this? How can they
explain this to these young people who,
through no fault of their own, were
brought to the United States and who
have not had an opportunity to suc-
ceed, as we all hope they will? This is
obstructionism on the part of the Re-
publicans in the House. We did pass the
bill on a bipartisan basis in June of
2013, 68 to 32, for comprehensive immi-
gration reform. The House had ample
opportunity—over a year and a half—to
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call up this measure and they refused.
They refused because they knew it
would pass. And that is why it is im-
portant for us to stand up and tell the
American people what is at stake.

One of the most important things we
can do is to face the reality that our
immigration system is broken. And to
fix this immigration system, we need
to work together on a bipartisan basis.
Let us not do it with a negative feeling
toward these young people. Give the
DREAMers a chance.

I will tell my colleagues this. If this
bill comes over from the House of Rep-
resentatives and this bill eliminates
DACA, fate puts 1.6 million young
DREAMers into the legal jeopardy of
facing deportation, and then eliminates
the rights of their parents who have
children who are citizens or legal resi-
dents to stay in this country, then we
are going to see a fight on the floor of
the U.S. Senate. I think it is the re-
sponsible thing to do for us to stand up
for these young people who had the
courage to step out of the shadows, to
register with their government, to sub-
mit themselves to a background check.
The right and responsible thing to do is
for us to stand behind them. There are
s0 many amazing stories about these
young people and to ignore them is to
ignore America’s legacy and roots.

We are a nation of immigrants. My
mother was an immigrant to this coun-
try and I stand on the floor of the U.S.
Senate honorably, I hope, representing
the great State of Illinois, and really I
hope a testament to what the sons of
immigrants can do across America, and
daughters as well. That is why this is
an important issue for us to deal with
and to do it forthrightly, and I urge my
colleagues to resist this effort by the
Republicans to deport 1.6 million eligi-
ble DREAMers and others who may
stand the chance to make America a
better and stronger nation.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT—
MOTION TO PROCEED

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore.

Under the previous order, the Senate
will resume consideration of the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 1, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 1, S. 1,
a bill to approve the Keystone XL Pipeline.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 12:30 p.m. will be equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their
designees.

The Senator from North Dakota.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for up to
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an hour to discuss the Keystone XL
Pipeline.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I wish
to address my comments to the Key-
stone XL, Pipeline approval bill—the
legislation currently before the Sen-
ate—which is the motion to proceed to
this legislation. The cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to this legislation was
passed 63 votes in favor to 32 votes
against last night. I thank my col-
leagues for that tremendous bipartisan
vote, and of course the good news is
that the vote advances us to the bill.
We have to have another vote now to
actually move to the bill today, and we
are working through an agreement to
hold that vote. Then we will be on the
bill and in a position where all Mem-
bers of this body can offer amend-
ments—Republicans and Democrats
alike.

We will have an open amendment
process. We will have regular order. We
can have an energy debate. Members of
this body are going to get to do what
they haven’t been able to do in some
time, which is offer their amendments,
bring forward their ideas, and let’s
have that energy discussion, let’s have
these amendments brought forward and
debated, and if they can garner 60
votes, they will be passed and attached
to the legislation. This is how the Sen-
ate is supposed to work and I encour-
age my colleagues to participate by of-
fering their amendments to have the
debate and do the work of this body—
the important work for the people of
this great Nation.

I would like to begin the discussion
today in support of the Keystone XL
Pipeline, the Keystone XL approval
legislation, which is the bill we have in
front of us, S. 1.

I note that my esteemed colleague,
the senior Senator from Utah, is here.
He is a Senator who leads us on a vari-
ety of issues and has for many years in
our caucus, as the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee. He certainly under-
stands tax policy and fiscal policy for
this country.

This legislation we are considering is
a jobs bill. It is about energy. It is
about jobs. It is about economic
growth. It is about national security.

The Senator from Utah is working on
reforming our Tax Code and how we
can stimulate economic growth in this
country. So I wish to turn to him right
at the outset and ask—as someone who
truly understands how our economy
works and how we have to build a good
business climate in this country and
how we have to empower the develop-
ment of infrastructure, roads, and
rails, pipelines and transmission lines
as part of building an energy policy
that will truly make this Nation en-
ergy secure—if he would take a few
minutes and address not only this
project on the broad basis of its merits,
but particularly some of the economic
aspects that are so important when we
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are talking about growing our economy
and putting our people in this country
to work in good jobs.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I wish to
thank my distinguished colleague for
leading this fight. He has been leading
it for years now. It is such a no-
brainer. It is amazing to me that we
have to go through this again. I thank
him for yielding to me, and I would
like to associate myself with the many
persuasive arguments that have been
made here by my colleagues—both
Democratic and Republican—urging
the speedy passage of this legislation.

To me, the decision to approve this
pipeline is an obvious one for a host of
reasons:

It will support more than 42,000 good-
paying jobs. I didn’t quite get what the
assistant minority leader was saying
today on how few jobs it will create. It
actually will support more than 42,000
good-paying jobs during its construc-
tion phase.

It will contribute more than $3.4 bil-
lion to our gross domestic product.

It will aid in the goal of North Amer-
ican energy independence.

As the State Department’s environ-
mental impact statement found, build-
ing the Keystone XL, Pipeline will ac-
tually be better for the environment
than not building it. The energy re-
sources the Canadians produce will
reach the market regardless of whether
this pipeline is built, and Keystone XL
is by far the safest, cleanest, and most
efficient means of doing so. What are
the arguments against it other than
phony environmental arguments? That
was the State Department, controlled
by them.

As a commonsense, bipartisan jobs
and infrastructure measure, this bill is
exactly the sort of legislation the Sen-
ate should be considering as its first
order of business in this new Congress,
but it should not have to be. The story
here is about more than a single pipe-
line, no matter how many jobs its con-
struction will create, no matter how
important it is for our energy inde-
pendence, and no matter how environ-
mentally sound it is. This is a story
about a regulatory process that is
clearly broken. This is a story about
special interests manipulating the bu-
reaucracy to muck up a process that
should be very simple and
uncontroversial. This is a story about
just one of many examples of trag-
ically missed opportunities to create
good-paying jobs and provide relief for
household budgets across the country.

The application for approval of the
Keystone XL Pipeline was first filed in
September of 2008—more than 6 years
ago. U.S. Senators have served more
than a full term during that time. Chil-
dren born after the application was
filed are now in first grade.

The notion that any infrastructure
project should be held up for such a
long period is disturbing not just to me
but I think to anybody who carefully
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