
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES272 January 20, 2015 
safety of our people, a care for our 
land, the stewardship we have as Amer-
icans—but it goes well beyond our bor-
ders to that of our entire globe, our en-
tire planet, and how we care for planet 
Earth and how we move forward re-
sponsibly. 

One aspect of the energy debate that 
I continue to advance is that we must 
ensure that if we are to make advances 
when it comes to caring for our envi-
ronment and truly the whole issue of 
global climate, we have to be a nation 
that is economically secure in the 
sense that the technologies we will 
have to help us be cleaner in all that 
we do, do not come without cost. Here 
in this country, we have been the lead-
ers, we have been the innovators when 
it comes to clean-energy technologies, 
and we should challenge ourselves 
every day to do more in that regard, to 
build out, to push out that R&D so that 
we are making—whether it is making 
clean coal truly clean, whether it is ad-
vancing those clean energy tech-
nologies. 

I, for one, coming from a fossil fuel- 
producing State, am a huge proponent 
of nuclear-powered generation in this 
country because I believe very strongly 
that it is the cleanest energy source we 
have at this point in time. 

So what are we doing in this country 
to make sure our energy is abundant, 
affordable, clean, diverse, and secure? 
These are the challenges I put out to 
my colleagues. 

I clearly appreciate the need that we 
have in this body and in this country 
to be moving forward with technologies 
that allow us to have reduced emis-
sions, to have a cleaner environment, 
but I also want to make sure we do so 
in a way that doesn’t cripple our econ-
omy. So how we lead in this way, 
which I believe we must, while keeping 
our economy where it must be—in the 
front and moving forward all the 
time—is our great challenge. 

Again, I look forward to the debate 
we will have. I am pleased we were able 
to process the amendments we had be-
fore us today. I look forward to advanc-
ing those that we have pending in front 
of us now and to good, continued, and 
robust discussion on this floor. 

I note the majority leader is here, 
and I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
AYOTTE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHILIP M. PRO 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise 
today to recognize the career of the 
Honorable Philip M. Pro, who is retir-

ing from the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Nevada. 

For more than 25 years, Judge Pro 
has sat on the district court. He was 
nominated by President Ronald 
Reagan, and he took office on July 23, 
1987. From 2002 to 2007, he served as 
chief judge for the district court. Since 
being appointed to this distinguished 
position by President Reagan, his con-
sistent leadership and responsiveness 
to the public and the court have not 
gone unnoticed. In October 1993, then 
U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Wil-
liam Rehnquist appointed Judge Pro as 
chair of the Committee on the Admin-
istration of the Magistrate Judges Sys-
tem of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States. In 2007, U.S. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice John Roberts ap-
pointed Judge Pro to the board of the 
Federal Judicial Center. 

Beyond his remarkable career at the 
district court, Judge Pro has had a tre-
mendous impact on the entire legal 
community. He served for several years 
on the Study Committee to Review the 
Nevada Rules of Civil Procedure. He 
was actively involved in numerous 
international rule-of-law programs in 
countries such as Hungary, Spain, Nor-
way, Malawi, and South Africa. Judge 
Pro was integral in the establishment 
of the William S. Boyd School of Law 
at the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas. He served on the Law Advisory 
Committee for the law school and the 
advisory board of the school’s Saltman 
Center for Conflict Resolution. 

In addition to his impressive work in 
the legal community, he has worked 
since 1987 to educate Nevada’s youth 
about civic duties through his role 
with the We, the People . . . the Citizen 
and the Constitution Program. 

On a personal basis, I was chairman 
of the Nevada Gaming Commission dur-
ing tumultuous times, when it was dis-
covered mob influences infiltrated Ne-
vada’s gaming establishments; Phil 
was one of my attorneys. We have 
joked, since then, that he was able to 
beat, on behalf of the State of Nevada 
and its gaming authorities, the best 
lawyers that the adverse interest could 
buy. He was then an advocate of the 
law. Phil understood the law, for which 
I will always be grateful. I would also 
be negligent if I did not announce to 
everyone within the sound of my voice 
my envy for his great voice. He has a 
deep baritone speaking ability, which 
sets him apart from almost everyone 
else. I thank Phil Pro for his friend-
ship. 

Through his years of professional and 
voluntary service, Judge Pro has be-
come a fixture in the Nevada legal 
community. I congratulate him on his 
many successes and decades of dedi-
cated public service. I wish him the 
best in all his future endeavors. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, 
SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation has adopted rules gov-
erning its procedures for the 114th Con-
gress. Pursuant to rule XXVI, para-
graph 2, of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
the accompanying rules for the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON COM-

MERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPOR-
TATION 

114TH CONGRESS 

RULE I—MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

1. IN GENERAL.—The regular meeting dates 
of the Committee shall be the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. Additional meet-
ings may be called by the Chairman as the 
Chairman may deem necessary, or pursuant 
to the provisions of paragraph 3 of rule XXVI 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate. 

2. OPEN MEETINGS.—Meetings of the Com-
mittee, or any subcommittee, including 
meetings to conduct hearings, shall be open 
to the public, except that a meeting or series 
of meetings by the Committee, or any sub-
committee, on the same subject for a period 
of no more than 14 calendar days may be 
closed to the public on a motion made and 
seconded to go into closed session to discuss 
only whether the matters enumerated in 
subparagraphs (A) through (F) would require 
the meeting to be closed, followed imme-
diately by a record vote in open session by a 
majority of the members of the Committee, 
or any subcommittee, when it is determined 
that the matter to be discussed or the testi-
mony to be taken at such meeting or meet-
ings— 

(A) will disclose matters necessary to be 
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States; 

(B) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure; 

(C) will tend to charge an individual with 
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure 
the professional standing of an individual, or 
otherwise to expose an individual to public 
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of an individual; 

(D) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terest of effective law enforcement; 

(E) will disclose information relating to 
the trade secrets of, or financial or commer-
cial information pertaining specifically to, a 
given person if— 

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or 

(2) the information has been obtained by 
the Government on a confidential basis, 
other than through an application by such 
person for a specific Government financial or 
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the 
competitive position of such person; or 
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(F) may divulge matters required to be 

kept confidential under other provisions of 
law or Government regulations. 

3. STATEMENTS.—Each witness who is to 
appear before the Committee or any sub-
committee shall file with the Committee, at 
least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, a 
written statement of the witness’s testimony 
in as many copies as the Chairman of the 
Committee or subcommittee prescribes. In 
the event a witness fails to file a timely 
written statement in accordance with this 
rule, the Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as applicable, may permit the 
witness to testify, or deny the witness the 
privilege of testifying before the Committee, 
or permit the witness to testify in response 
to questions from members without the ben-
efit of giving an opening statement. 

4. FIELD HEARINGS.—Field hearings of the 
full Committee, and any subcommittee 
thereof, shall be scheduled only when au-
thorized by the Chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the full Committee. 

RULE II—QUORUMS 
1. BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND NOMINATIONS.— 

A majority of the members, which includes 
at least 1 minority member, shall constitute 
a quorum for official action of the Com-
mittee when reporting a bill, resolution, or 
nomination. Proxies may not be counted in 
making a quorum for purposes of this para-
graph. 

2. OTHER BUSINESS.—One-third of the en-
tire membership of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of all 
business as may be considered by the Com-
mittee, except for the reporting of a bill, res-
olution, or nomination or authorizing a sub-
poena. Proxies may not be counted in mak-
ing a quorum for purposes of this paragraph. 

3. TAKING TESTIMONY.—For the purpose of 
taking sworn testimony a quorum of the 
Committee and each subcommittee thereof, 
now or hereafter appointed, shall consist of 1 
member of the Committee. 

RULE III—PROXIES 
When a record vote is taken in the Com-

mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment, 
or any other question, the required quorum 
being present, a member who is unable to at-
tend the meeting may submit his or her vote 
by proxy, in writing or through personal in-
structions. 

RULE IV—CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
AND RESOLUTIONS 

It shall not be in order during a meeting of 
the Committee to move to proceed to the 
consideration of any bill or resolution unless 
the bill or resolution has been filed with the 
Clerk of the Committee not less than 48 
hours in advance of the Committee meeting, 
in as many copies as the Chairman of the 
Committee prescribes. This rule may be 
waived with the concurrence of the Chair-
man and the ranking minority member of 
the full Committee. 

RULE V—SUBPOENAS; COUNSEL; 
RECORD 

1. SUBPOENAS.—The Chairman, with the ap-
proval of the ranking minority member of 
the Committee, may subpoena the attend-
ance of witnesses for hearings and the pro-
duction of memoranda, documents, records, 
or any other materials. The Chairman may 
subpoena such attendance of witnesses or 
production of materials without the approval 
of the ranking minority member if the 
Chairman or a member of the Committee 
staff designated by the Chairman has not re-
ceived notification from the ranking minor-
ity member or a member of the Committee 
staff designated by the ranking minority 
member of disapproval of the subpoena with-
in 72 hours, excluding Saturdays and Sun-
days, of being notified of the subpoena. If a 

subpoena is disapproved by the ranking mi-
nority member as provided in this para-
graph, the subpoena may be authorized by 
vote of the Members of the Committee, the 
quorum required by paragraph 1 of rule II 
being present. When the Committee or Chair-
man authorizes a subpoena, it shall be issued 
upon the signature of the Chairman or any 
other Member of the Committee designated 
by the Chairman. At the direction of the 
Chairman, with notification to the ranking 
minority member of not less than 72 hours, 
the staff is authorized to take depositions 
from witnesses. The ranking minority mem-
ber, or a member of the Committee staff des-
ignated by the ranking minority member, 
shall be given the opportunity to attend and 
participate in the taking of any deposition. 
Witnesses at depositions shall be examined 
upon oath administered by an individual au-
thorized by law to administer oaths, or ad-
ministered by any member of the Committee 
if one is present. 

2. COUNSEL.—Witnesses may be accom-
panied at a public or executive hearing, or 
the taking of a deposition, by counsel to ad-
vise them of their rights. Counsel retained 
by any witness and accompanying such wit-
ness shall be permitted to be present during 
the testimony of the witness at any public or 
executive hearing, or the taking of a deposi-
tion, to advise the witness, while the witness 
is testifying, of the witness’s legal rights. In 
the case of any witness who is an officer or 
employee of the government, or of a corpora-
tion or association, the Chairman may rule 
that representation by counsel from the gov-
ernment, corporation, or association or by 
counsel representing other witnesses, creates 
a conflict of interest, and that the witness 
may only be represented during testimony 
before the Committee by personal counsel 
not from the government, corporation, or as-
sociation or by personal counsel not rep-
resenting other witnesses. This paragraph 
shall not be construed to excuse a witness 
from testifying in the event the witness’s 
counsel is ejected for conducting himself or 
herself in such manner as to prevent, im-
pede, disrupt, obstruct, or interfere with the 
orderly administration of a hearing or the 
taking of a deposition. This paragraph may 
not be construed as authorizing counsel to 
coach the witness or to answer for the wit-
ness. The failure of any witness to secure 
counsel shall not excuse the witness from 
complying with a subpoena. 

3. RECORD.—An accurate electronic or sten-
ographic record shall be kept of the testi-
mony of all witnesses in executive and public 
hearings and depositions. If testimony given 
by deposition is transcribed, the individual 
administering the oath shall certify on the 
transcript that the witness was duly sworn 
in his or her presence and the transcriber 
shall certify that the transcript is a true 
record of the testimony. The transcript with 
these certifications shall be filed with the 
chief clerk of the Committee. The record of 
a witness’s testimony, whether in public or 
executive session or in a deposition, shall be 
made available for inspection by the witness 
or the witness’s counsel under Committee 
supervision. A copy of any testimony given 
in public session, or that part of the testi-
mony given by the witness in executive ses-
sion or deposition and subsequently quoted 
or made part of the record in a public ses-
sion, shall be provided to that witness at the 
witness’s expense if so requested. Upon in-
specting the transcript, within a time limit 
set by the Clerk of the Committee, a witness 
may request changes in the transcript to 
correct errors of transcription and grammat-
ical errors. The witness may also bring to 
the attention of the Committee errors of fact 
in the witness’s testimony by submitting a 
sworn statement about those facts with a re-

quest that it be attached to the transcript. 
The Chairman or a member of the Com-
mittee staff designated by the Chairman 
shall rule on such requests. 

RULE VI—BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS 

Public hearings of the full Committee, or 
any subcommittee thereof, shall be televised 
or broadcast only when authorized by the 
Chairman and the ranking minority member 
of the full Committee. 

RULE VII—SUBCOMMITTEES 

1. HEARINGS.—Any member of the Com-
mittee may sit with any subcommittee dur-
ing its hearings. 

2. CHANGE OF CHAIRMANSHIP.—Subcommit-
tees shall be considered de novo whenever 
there is a change in the chairmanship, and 
seniority on the particular subcommittee 
shall not necessarily apply. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RYAN RINGEL 

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, I wish 
today to honor Ryan Ringel, a member 
of my Senate staff who recently went 
to work for a fellow Member of the 
Senate. 

Ryan, who is from Rexburg, ID, has 
been an invaluable member of my Sen-
ate staff for the past 16 years. After at-
tending Ricks College, now Brigham 
Young University-Idaho, Ryan grad-
uated from Boise State University in 
1998 with a bachelor of science degree 
in political science, international rela-
tions, and Spanish. With his strong 
support for BSU sports, particularly 
football, he will likely continue to 
cheer for his team from his new posi-
tion, even though he is working for an-
other State. 

Also in 1998 he joined my campaign 
as a staff assistant and then interned 
in my Boise office before moving to 
Washington, DC to become systems ad-
ministrator in the Senate office as it 
opened in 1999. During his Senate ten-
ure, Ryan met his wife, Noelle, and 
they have built a beautiful family that 
includes three sons, Zachary, Andrew 
and Michael. 

In addition to being an effective 
member of my staff, Ryan is a trusted 
friend. Ryan’s high regard for the privi-
lege of serving fellow Idahoans is evi-
dent. His know-how and sensible guid-
ance have been instrumental and will 
be greatly missed. Countless times he 
has taken my calls at any hour and 
fixed whatever it was that was broken 
or in need of replacement. All the 
while, he brings a good humor to chal-
lenges and figures out ways to get 
things done right. 

It is no surprise that Ryan’s knowl-
edge and skill have been recognized by 
others, and I wish Ryan all the best in 
his future career path. Thankfully, he 
is not going far, and I will still get to 
see Ryan and Noelle in the halls of the 
Senate. Congratulations, Ryan, Noelle, 
Zachary, Andrew and Michael, on the 
start of a new chapter. Thank you, 
Ryan, for your outstanding service. I 
wish you all the very best life has to 
offer. 
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