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school, who joined a peacetime army, but 
soon found himself in one of this country’s 
most controversial military and political sit-
uations known at that time. 

When it was over, we came home as vet-
erans; no longer were we the kids down the 
street. We were now that guy home from 
war, the war that only a very few knew very 
much about, a war that was unpopular, and 
a war that was soon to be forgotten, forgot-
ten only by those who didn’t have to fight it. 

Mr. Allen did fight that war for us, 
and his sacrifice truly became real the 
day he knew he had been overcome by 
Chinese forces. He recalls wondering at 
that very moment would they shoot 
him, and in those brief moments, Mr. 
Allen recalled that he knew then that 
the course for his life would forever 
change. Two things he said he knew for 
sure: one, he was still alive; and, two, 
he was now a prisoner of war. 

Indeed, the course of Mr. Allen’s life 
had changed forever. He endured many 
terrible moments as a POW. His family 
endured much grief, much worry, much 
pain; but his life had also changed for-
ever because Mr. Allen would later find 
another calling in life, that of teaching 
others the importance of service, 
teaching about the sacrifice of our men 
and women in uniform, sharing with 
others the true cost of freedom. 

He would share these lessons with 
anyone he would encounter, but he also 
did something very special. He contrib-
uted many of his personal items from 
the war—letters, telegrams, newspaper 
articles—to the Armed Forces History 
Museum in Largo, Florida, for a perma-
nent display dedicated to his POW 
story. Moreover, he then volunteered 
his time to teach young people at the 
museum the very lessons of service, to 
share with visitors his deeply personal 
story. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Allen served our 
Nation in war, but he then served his 
community here at home, passing down 
a rich legacy to generations that fol-
low. I was one of those individuals who 
had an opportunity to share in that 
story, and I am blessed by my experi-
ences with Mr. Allen. 

For his military service, Mr. Allen 
was awarded many medals, including 
the Combat Infantry Badge, the Purple 
Heart, the Bronze Star, and others. 

Mr. Allen is survived by his wife, 
Helen, of whom he once wrote: 

If she was not with me, I don’t know what 
I would have done. She was not only my wife, 
but she is my best friend. 

Mr. Allen is also survived by his chil-
dren, Susan and Bill, and many grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, a few months ago, be-
fore Mr. Allen’s passing, he presented 
me with a copy of his book, ‘‘My Old 
Box of Memories,’’ and inscribed on the 
inside jacket is his message, ‘‘Freedom 
is not free.’’ Indeed, we know freedom 
is not free. 

Today, I rise to remember and honor 
Mr. Allen, to remember and honor his 
legacy, a legacy that will live on 
through the many people he has 
touched and, most importantly, 
through individuals, children, and 

youth that he devoted his time to edu-
cating about the cost of war, the im-
portance of sacrifice, and the dignity of 
service. 

I thank Mr. Allen today for his serv-
ice to our Nation and to pay a most fit-
ting tribute, that for a man who sac-
rificed so much on behalf of our Na-
tion, today is remembered in the well 
of this House—the people’s House—by 
Members of Congress and by a grateful 
Nation. 

May God bless Bill Allen; may God 
bless his wife, Helen; may God bless his 
family; and may God richly bless each 
and every American who today serves 
and protects and defends the United 
States of America. 

f 

RESTORE AN OPPORTUNITY GOV-
ERNMENT THROUGH RESPON-
SIBLE GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FOR-
TENBERRY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
last night, we gathered here in the 
House of Representatives for a great 
American tradition: the State of the 
Union—the Presidential address where 
we celebrate openness and trans-
parency in our government, where a vi-
sion is laid out that we are free to dis-
agree with or agree with components of 
but, nonetheless, points to this great 
American ideal that we are a people 
who self-govern and that we are ac-
countable in an open way to the people 
who sent us here, even in the midst of 
deep philosophical divides about the di-
rection of our Nation—and, of course, 
the world was watching. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is impor-
tant, though, that we take a moment 
of reflection and be honest about this 
moment in time and the current condi-
tions in our society. Many Americans 
do face downward mobility, stagnant 
wages, and an increased cost of living. 

Many people feel very abandoned in 
the face of a Washington-Wall Street 
axis, where more and more power is 
concentrated into fewer and fewer 
hands. But I think we have to be care-
ful about something. We have to be 
careful about seeing the solution as 
lying in more government. 

I think our Nation deserves a smart 
and effective government, and I think 
our job here in Congress is to continue 
in an open way, look at the past, and 
see what worked and see what doesn’t 
work, to let go of that which is tired 
and old and worn out and continues to 
linger, and to invest more in that 
which is smart and effective and can 
truly build a good society that creates 
opportunity for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I also believe that we 
shouldn’t divide ourselves by class and 
income and that, in a healthy econ-
omy, it is one that is focused on small 
business. This is where most new jobs 
are created in our country. 

Particularly for young people, I 
think we need to create a culture of 

creativity, one in which a person who 
has an idea can seize the moment and 
use the gifts of their own two hands 
and their own intellect to make good 
things, to create benefit for others, to 
create jobs, hire people, protect fami-
lies, and to make a contribution to so-
ciety. 

Many young people want to pursue 
these avenues; yet we have to be hon-
est about what is happening. We are 
entering, in this country, into an en-
trepreneurial winter. What does that 
mean? In other words, the number of 
startup businesses—small businesses— 
is less than the number of small busi-
nesses dying. 

We do not have a net increase in the 
number of small businesses; and, again, 
this is where most Americans live and 
work, making good things for others, 
in small business. That is where jobs 
are created. 

How do we address this problem? 
Well, the tendency, again, in our body 
is to think about public solutions, but 
let’s examine—not through my opinion 
but just the analytics—as to why small 
businesses are not creating new jobs 
and are not starting up as aggressively 
as they have in the past. 

It is really two things. It is health 
care and regulations. Smart regula-
tions are necessary to protect the 
health and well-being of all Americans, 
but when you have oppressive regula-
tions that tend to stack the deck to-
ward those who are larger and can hire 
an army of lawyers and accountants, it 
represses the ability of small busi-
nesses to take risks and create jobs. 

The second problem we have is health 
care. Mr. Speaker, I got an email yes-
terday from someone who said: ‘‘Con-
gressman, my health care has gone up 
so much that I have to move into gov-
ernment housing.’’ Now, think of the 
irony of that. 

Again, we need the right type of 
health care reform, one that is going to 
reduce costs and improve health care 
outcomes while we protect vulnerable 
persons. But what has happened? Some 
people have been helped by the new 
law, but many, many families have 
been hurt with escalating health care 
costs, and, again, it creates an environ-
ment in which small business is re-
pressed. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I think our gov-
ernment should be smart and effective, 
and I think that is what most Ameri-
cans want, but Washington continues 
to remain mired in mediocrity, and po-
litical dysfunction and partisan grid-
lock have made smart and proper gov-
ernment difficult. 

This arthritic recovery has dimmed 
the financial prospects of too many in-
dividuals who, again, have stagnant 
wages or who have given up hope and 
feel directionless, isolated, and alone. 
We can do better, and we must do bet-
ter. 

Despite these challenges, I believe 
the start of a new Congress is an excit-
ing time to renew our government and 
this promise of our Nation. I would like 
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to say this, Mr. Speaker: there is noth-
ing wrong in America that can’t be 
fixed by what is right in America, but 
it is going to require bold resolve, inno-
vative public policy, and a return to 
our highest ideals. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOLLY). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until noon today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Most Reverend Richard Pates, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Des Moines, Des 
Moines, Iowa, offered the following 
prayer: 

Blessed are You, Lord God of all cre-
ation. You bless us with life. You fill 
each lengthening day with more light, 
a generous light which shines on all 
people. 

We seek Your light, O God, in our 
midst this day, for each woman and 
man of this House, each entrusted to 
cooperate in the making of just laws 
which promote the flourishing of 
human freedom. 

Let Your light break forth among 
these, our public servants. Give us 
faith that as each new day is bright 
with promise, so too is Your spirit’s 
power to transform blame and bitter-
ness into concord and unity, for the 
sake of the common good. 

To You, therefore, generous Spirit of 
God, we commend our work this day, 
that we might walk freely in Your 
light, one people whose future is filled 
with hope. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. POMPEO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one 
of his secretaries. 

f 

WELCOMING MOST REVEREND 
RICHARD PATES 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. YOUNG) 
is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to introduce and recognize 
my friend Bishop Richard Pates of the 
Des Moines Diocese. 

Born in St. Paul, Minnesota, and a 
huge Vikings fan, Bishop Pates at-
tended Nazareth Hall Seminary and St. 
Paul Seminary in his hometown. 

The bishop went on to graduate 
school at the North American College 
in Rome from the prestigious Grego-
rian University. In 1968, Bishop Pates 
was ordained at St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome. 

Bishop Pates’ education laid the 
foundation for his impressive pastoral 
and administrative service to the 
church and, I am proud to say, led 
Bishop Pates to Iowa in 2008, when he 
was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to 
be the ninth bishop for the Diocese of 
Des Moines. The bishop is also chair of 
the Iowa Catholic Conference, for 
which I thank him again for his service 
to the church and to Iowa. 

I want to thank Bishop Pates for 
opening the House today with a prayer, 
thank him for his friendship, and ask 
my colleagues to join me in welcoming 
Bishop Richard Pates to the people’s 
House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HULTGREN). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 requests for 1-minute speeches on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

MARCH FOR LIFE 

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row hundreds of young people from 
across Kansas will join thousands of 
Americans, young and old, on The Na-
tional Mall for the March for Life. 
They are here to remind us all that, in 
the midst of all the important issues 
we talk about here in Washington, 
D.C., every single life is a gift. 

This year is the 42nd anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade. Since then, over 55 mil-
lion abortions have been performed in 
the United States. This stain upon our 
Nation has been allowed to continue 
for far too long. Yet in the face of this 
continuing tragedy, I am encouraged 
by the fact that today the pro-life 
movement is stronger than ever. 

I see the evidence of that movement 
in the eyes of the young people, young 
people that will come to Washington 
tomorrow from Benedictine College, 
from Conway Springs High School, 
from Bishop Carroll High School, from 
Kapaun Mt. Carmel, and from both 
Kansas State University and Newman 
University. It will encourage me to 
continue my efforts to protect the un-
born each and every day. 

While some just talk the talk, tomor-
row the young people from Kansas will 
walk the walk, and I look forward to 
joining with them on this very special 
and important day to protect this very 
important right. 

f 

AMERICA’S FAILING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day a bridge collapsed in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, killing one person and injuring 
another. This tragedy calls to mind the 
collapse of the Schoharie Creek Bridge 
in New York in 1987, which killed 10 
people, and the collapse of the I–35 
West bridge in Minneapolis in 2007, 
which left 13 dead. 

I don’t know if more transportation 
funding would have prevented these 
collapses, but I do know that every sec-
ond of every day seven cars drive on a 
bridge that is structurally deficient. 
There are 69,000 structurally deficient 
bridges in the Nation; there are over 99 
structurally deficient bridges in west-
ern New York alone. These numbers 
are unacceptable. Congress is failing 
the American people by failing to ad-
dress this issue. 

Last night we heard from the Presi-
dent a plan to increase funding for in-
frastructure. That is a start, but I say 
we can and must do more. I encourage 
my colleagues to pass an infrastructure 
bill that is large enough to address the 
real needs of this Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PENNSYLVANIA 
STATE SHOWMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the men and women of the Pennsyl-
vania State Showmen’s Association. 
These small business owners have been 
working together since 1967 to keep the 
outdoor amusement industry alive and 
strong through their combined efforts 
to remain one of the best forms of 
American family entertainment. 

I am proud to have many of these in-
dividuals and families in the Pennsyl-
vania Fifth Congressional District, 
such as the Bartlebaughs, Carters, 
Garbricks, and Snyders. 

Above and beyond providing good fun 
and family entertainment, members of 
the Pennsylvania State Showmen’s As-
sociation have remained dedicated to 
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