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Now is the time to build on the mo-

mentum and invest in a clean energy 
economy. Now is the time to create en-
ergy at home and jobs at home—now, 
not later. We can’t lose this market to 
our overseas competitors in Germany, 
China, and elsewhere. They can see the 
future too—and they are going after it. 

A national Renewable Electricity 
Standard gives certainty to business, 
to companies that are looking to invest 
billions of dollars in our economy, to 
manufacture wind turbines, solar pan-
els, and other renewable energy compo-
nents. 

We have a great opportunity to grow 
our manufacturing sector, to create 
jobs, and to move toward a cleaner en-
ergy future. 

This is a new Congress. Let’s find 
common ground, and let’s move for-
ward. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 78 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, on 

behalf of Senator BLUNT, I ask unani-
mous consent to call up amendment 
No. 78, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
The Senator from Alaska [Ms. MUR-

KOWSKI], for Mr. BLUNT, for himself and Mr. 
INHOFE, proposes an amendment numbered 78 
to amendment No. 2. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that reading of the amendment 
be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To express the sense of the Senate 

regarding the conditions for the President 
entering into bilateral or other inter-
national agreements regarding greenhouse 
gas emissions without proper study of any 
adverse economic effects, including job 
losses and harm to the industrial sector, 
and without the approval of the Senate) 
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING BI-

LATERAL OR OTHER INTER-
NATIONAL AGREEMENTS REGARD-
ING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) On November 11, 2014, President Barack 
Obama and President Xi Jinping of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China announced the ‘‘U.S.- 
China Joint Announcement on Climate 
Change and Clean Energy Cooperation’’ (in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Agreement’’) 
reflecting ‘‘the principle of common but dif-
ferentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities, in light of different national 
circumstances’’. 

(2) The Agreement stated the United 
States intention to reduce its greenhouse gas 
emissions by one-quarter by 2025 while allow-

ing the People’s Republic of China to double 
its greenhouse gas emissions between now 
and 2030. 

(3) While coal fired electricity remains the 
least expensive energy alternative, the re-
duction of coal use because of the Agreement 
would result in a 25 percent increase in elec-
tricity prices in the United States in 2025, 
according to analysis conducted by the En-
ergy Information Administration. 

(4) The people of China will not see similar 
electricity price increases as they continue 
to use low cost coal without limit for the 
foreseeable future, at least until 2030. 

(5) Increases in the price of electricity can 
cause job losses in the United States indus-
trial sector, which includes manufacturing, 
agriculture, and construction. 

(6) The price of electricity is a top consid-
eration for job creators when locating manu-
facturing facilities, especially in energy-in-
tensive manufacturing such as steel and alu-
minum production. 

(7) Requiring mandatory cuts in green-
house gas emissions in the United States 
while allowing nations such as China and 
India to increase their greenhouse gas emis-
sions results in jobs moving from the United 
States to other countries, especially to 
China and India, and is economically unfair. 

(8) Imposing disparate greenhouse gas 
emissions commitments for the United 
States and countries such as China and India 
is environmentally irresponsible because it 
results in greater emissions as businesses 
move to countries with less stringent stand-
ards. 

(9) Union members, families, consumers, 
communities, and local institutions like 
schools, hospitals, and churches are hurt by 
the resulting job losses. 

(10) The poor, the elderly, and those on 
fixed incomes are hurt the most by the 
President’s promised increased electricity 
rates. 

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense 
of the Senate that— 

(1) the Agreement negotiated between the 
President and the President of the People’s 
Republic of China has no force and effect in 
the United States; 

(2) the Agreement between the President 
and the President of the People’s Republic of 
China is a bad deal for United States con-
sumers, workers, families, and communities, 
and is economically unfair and environ-
mentally irresponsible; 

(3) the Agreement, as well as any other bi-
lateral or international agreement regarding 
greenhouse gas emissions such as the United 
Nation’s Framework Convention on Climate 
Change in Paris in December 2015, requires 
the advice and consent of the Senate and 
must be accompanied by a detailed expla-
nation of any legislation or regulatory ac-
tions that may be required to implement the 
Agreement and an analysis of the detailed fi-
nancial costs and other impacts on the econ-
omy of the United States which would be in-
curred by the implementation of the Agree-
ment; 

(4) the United States should not be a signa-
tory to any bilateral or other international 
agreement on greenhouse gases if it would 
result in serious harm to the economy of the 
United States; and 

(5) the United States should not agree to 
any bilateral or other international agree-
ment imposing disparate greenhouse gas 
commitments for the United States and 
other countries. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, we 
are wrapped up here for the evening so 
far as amendments, and I just want to 
thank colleagues for the discussion we 
have had today, the opportunity to 
bring forward some issues that clearly 

generate their own level of passion and 
emotion, and again the chance to bring 
forth issues we have been waiting for 
some period of time to have before us. 

While some may suggest these are 
hard issues and hard votes to take, no-
body ever said voting should be easy 
here in the Senate. The issues that 
come before us are issues the Nation 
considers and that we as their rep-
resentatives should take seriously. So 
sometimes there are hard votes, and we 
will argue and debate over the wording 
and critically, and that is appropriate. 

So again, looking forward to tomor-
row, we have an opportunity to have 
now eight amendments that will be 
pending tomorrow afternoon, and I 
look forward to the continued discus-
sion and a new day. 

With that, Mr. President, I yield the 
floor, and I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Utah. 
f 

REMEMBERING BECKY LOCKHART 
Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I rise today 

to pay tribute to Becky Lockhart, 
former Speaker of the Utah House of 
Representatives, who tragically passed 
away on January 17, after a brief battle 
with a rare and devastating disease. 

Becky Lockhart was the first woman 
to serve as Speaker of the House in the 
State of Utah. She did so in a truly ex-
traordinary manner. She established a 
pattern of leadership that will be a 
model and a guide for wise legislative 
leaders in our State and across this 
great Nation for many, many years to 
come. 

I affectionately yet admiringly refer 
to Speaker Lockhart as the iron lady 
of Utah as she possessed so many of the 
qualities of the original iron lady, Mar-
garet Thatcher. Grounded in conserv-
ative principles, passionate about pol-
icy, and committed to federalism and 
local control, she knew where she stood 
and she stood firm every single time. 

She followed the admonition of an-
other great leader in American poli-
tics, Abraham Lincoln, who said, ‘‘I 
will stand with anybody that stands 
right, stand with him while he is right 
and part with him when he goes 
wrong.’’ 

Professionally trained as a nurse, 
Speaker Lockhart also understood the 
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softer yet equally important gifts of 
compassion and concern, as well as lis-
tening and laughter. Even in the most 
heated discussion, she could change a 
room with a flash of her charismatic 
smile, a wink and a grin, or even some 
well-worded sarcasm to provide a little 
bit of levity. 

Combining her nurse’s intuition and 
strong leadership made her the perfect 
combination of satin and steel. She 
could and would and did stand up to 
any political or business bureaucracy, 
forcefully correct a colleague, rebuke 
an inaccurate report, and challenge the 
small-minded ideas and thinkers. Less 
reported was her impact and influence 
as a mentor to new members of the 
Utah House of Representatives, her 
work in helping more women become 
involved in the political process, and 
how she gave voice to those who did 
not have a strong voice of their own. 

Above all, Speaker Lockhart looked 
out for, longed to be with, cherished 
and loved her family. She knew that 
the work she did in the walls of her 
own home was the most important 
work she would or could ever do. Becky 
also recognized that family is the bul-
wark of society and the strength of our 
Nation. 

More than the ink of good press and 
the accolades of others, Speaker 
Lockhart knew that her most impor-
tant legacy would not be recorded in 
history books, it would not be recorded 
in the Utah State code that has so 
many of her words written on it. No, it 
would be written in the hearts of her 
family and her friends. 

I have been lifted by Becky 
Lockhart’s leadership, inspired by her 
insight and her integrity, and encour-
aged by her commitment to the U.S. 
Constitution, and her love of country 
and am most blessed to call her my 
friend. Speaker Becky Lockhart, the 
iron lady of Utah, will indeed be her-
alded for her satin-and-steel leadership 
in the Utah House of Representatives. 
She will indeed be remembered for all 
that she did, but more significantly she 
will hold a special place in countless 
hearts because of who she was. 

I pay tribute to this special person, 
this amazing leader, and this beloved 
friend, whose loss we mourn this very 
week, and who some Members of this 
body were privileged to know. It is my 
honor to do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico is recognized. 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, let me 
say to my cousin, my heart goes out to 
you, and my condolences on what you 
have talked about here today. I really 
appreciate you coming down and talk-
ing so sincerely about that. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am 
grateful for the opportunity to pay 
tribute to a remarkable woman, a lov-
ing wife, and a caring mother—former 
Utah Speaker of the House Rebecca 
‘‘Becky’’ Lockhart. 

After weeks of battling a rare degen-
erative disease, Becky quietly passed 
away on January 17, 2015, with her lov-

ing family gathered at her bedside. 
Becky leaves behind a legacy of leader-
ship and passionate advocacy that will 
resonate for years to come. It was this 
same passion and resilience that de-
fined her tenure as Speaker of the Utah 
House. She was a dedicated public serv-
ant who always rose to meet our 
State’s challenges with wisdom and 
strength. 

Becky’s career was a model of selfless 
service. Guided by a desire to help oth-
ers, she studied nursing at Brigham 
Young University. Before entering pub-
lic service, Becky worked as a reg-
istered nurse for 7 years, during which 
time she treated thousands of patients 
and became intimately familiar with 
health care issues affecting Utah fami-
lies. Her experience as a nurse would 
later shape her career as a legislator, 
and as Speaker of the House, she be-
came a powerful advocate for State- 
based health care reform. I had the op-
portunity to discuss these and many 
other issues with Becky throughout 
the years. In doing so, I was always im-
pressed with her eloquence, her intel-
ligence, and her commitment to the 
State of Utah. 

Becky was first elected to the Utah 
House of Representatives in 1998, and 
she quickly distinguished herself as a 
persuasive collaborator, a passionate 
legislator, and one of the hardest-work-
ing representatives in the legislature. 
Her colleagues recognized her leader-
ship abilities and elected her Assistant 
Majority Whip in 2008. Just 2 years 
later, Becky made history when she be-
came the first women to serve as 
Speaker of the House in Utah. Through 
her remarkable career, she trail-blazed 
a path for generations of women to fol-
low and became known as Utah’s ‘‘Iron 
Lady.’’ 

Utah grew under Becky’s leadership. 
She championed legislation that mod-
ernized our State’s transportation sys-
tem, strengthened our infrastructure, 
and promoted technological advance-
ment. During her last year as Speaker, 
she spearheaded an ambitious edu-
cation initiative aimed at putting 
technology directly into the hands of 
Utah students. Her leadership spurred 
a much-needed discussion on ways to 
improve Utah’s education system to 
equip our students with the resources 
they need to succeed academically. 

Many are familiar with Becky’s pub-
lic life, but of even greater importance 
was her personal life. Before she was 
House Speaker and even before she be-
came a well-known political figure, 
Becky was, first and foremost, a won-
derful wife and a loving mother. Becky 
and her husband, Stan, created a 
strong partnership in politics and in 
parenthood as they lovingly raised 
their three children, Hannah, Emily, 
and Stephen. I know that Stan and his 
family will miss Becky most of all. 
During this time of heartrending loss, I 
pray that they may feel the comforting 
embrace of God’s love and find peace in 
the memories they share with this re-
markable woman. 

I, too, will miss Becky dearly. May 
her memory always serve as a model of 
compassion, selflessness, and dedicated 
public service. 

f 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT 
AND PUBLIC WORKS RULES OF 
PROCEDURE 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works has adopted rules governing its 
procedures for the 114th Congress. Pur-
suant to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, I ask 
unanimous consent that a copy of the 
committee rules be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Jurisdiction 
Rule XXV, Standing Rules of the Senate 

1. The following standing committees shall 
be appointed at the commencement of each 
Congress, and shall continue and have the 
power to act until their successors are ap-
pointed, with leave to report by bill or other-
wise on matters within their respective ju-
risdictions: 

* * * * * * * 
(h)(1) Committee on Environment and Pub-

lic Works, to which committee shall be re-
ferred all proposed legislation, messages, pe-
titions, memorials, and other matters relat-
ing to the following subjects: 

1. Air pollution. 
2. Construction and maintenance of high-

ways. 
3. Environmental aspects of Outer Conti-

nental Shelf lands. 
4. Environmental effects of toxic sub-

stances, other than pesticides. 
5. Environmental policy. 
6. Environmental research and develop-

ment. 
7. Fisheries and wildlife. 
8. Flood control and improvements of riv-

ers and harbors, including environmental as-
pects of deepwater ports. 

9. Noise pollution. 
10. Nonmilitary environmental regulation 

and control of nuclear energy. 
11. Ocean dumping. 
12. Public buildings and improved grounds 

of the United States generally, including 
Federal buildings in the District of Colum-
bia. 

13. Public works, bridges, and dams. 
14. Regional economic development. 
15. Solid waste disposal and recycling. 
16. Water pollution. 
17. Water resources. 
(2) Such committee shall also study and re-

view, on a comprehensive basis, matters re-
lating to environmental protection and re-
source utilization and conservation, and re-
port thereon from time to time. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 
RULE 1. COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN GENERAL 
(a) REGULAR MEETING DAYS: For purposes 

of complying with paragraph 3 of Senate 
Rule XXVI, the regular meeting day of the 
committee is the first and third Thursday of 
each month at 10:00 a.m. If there is no busi-
ness before the committee, the regular meet-
ing shall be omitted. 

(b) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS: The chair may 
call additional meetings, after consulting 
with the ranking minority member. Sub-
committee chairs may call meetings, with 
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