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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

DEATH OF SIR WINSTON 
CHURCHILL 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, this Sat-
urday, January 24, marks the 50th anniversary 
of the death of Sir Winston Churchill. Few 
leaders in history made such a mark during 
their lives, and very few have attracted such 
study and admiration after their deaths. 

Even now, 50 years after his passing at age 
90 and 75 years after his ‘‘finest hour’’ when 
Britain and Churchill stood alone against the 
Nazi menace, new books and articles about 
his life and leadership pour forth. 

The Churchill Centre is a growing inter-
national organization with a mission to ‘‘foster 
leadership, statesmanship, vision, courage 
and boldness among democratic and freedom 
loving peoples worldwide, through the 
thoughts, words, works and deeds of Winston 
Spencer Churchill.’’ 

The Churchill Centre and The George 
Washington University here in Washington are 
building a National Churchill Library and Cen-
ter. Hillsdale College is publishing all remain-
ing volumes of The Churchill Documents. 

The list of activities related to Churchill is 
long, even 50 years after his death. And, as 
one measure of popular interest, there are few 
historical figures who are more regularly mis-
quoted or falsely quoted on the Internet than 
he. 

I think there are many reasons that Sir Win-
ston continues to fascinate and inspire. 

In part, there are his monumental achieve-
ments, for few statesmen did as much to 
shape the world in which we live. Were it not 
for his vision and his willingness to stand up 
to the conventional wisdom of his day, history 
could have had a far different outcome. 

In part, it is his oratory. Just as his words 
inspired his nation and the world to stand up 
to evil then, they still inspire us today. 

In part, there are his writings, which con-
tinue to be studied and referenced as Church-
ill the politician was a leading figure through-
out the first half of the twentieth century, and 
Churchill the author helped shape our under-
standing of those momentous times. 

I also believe that the continuing interest in 
Winston Churchill stems in substantial meas-
ure from the many ups and downs of his ca-
reer. We all draw inspiration from someone 
who perseveres through higher accolades and 
lower derision than us will ever experience. 

Finally, Churchill the person remains a daz-
zling personality, fully of humor and eccen-
tricities adding to the interest of new admirers. 

The qualities that he exhibited are time-
less—qualities such as courage, patriotism, 
hard work, loyalty, and love of family. 

And, many of the principles for which he 
stood and fought are timeless as well, such as 
the need to recognize and confront evil and to 
nurture and protect freedom. 

He believed that the values of Western Civ-
ilization are a force for good and that the 
English-speaking peoples had unique contribu-
tions to offer the rest of the world on freedom, 
democracy, and the rule of law. 

As one who was half American by blood, he 
appreciated America. 

That appreciation has been returned by mil-
lions of Americans over the generations. 

His bust has been added to the U.S. Cap-
itol’s Freedom Foyer, where it continues to in-
spire visitors and those of us who work here, 
thereby continuing to serve as a major link in 
the ‘‘special relationship’’ between the United 
States and the United Kingdom. 

The lives of great leaders are always worth 
remembering and studying, and as long as 
freedom is cherished, I am confident that Sir 
Winston Churchill will be studied long into the 
future. 
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CONGRATULATING THE 2014–2015 IL-
LINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 2014–2015 
Illinois State University football team on an 
outstanding season. 

The Redbirds made it to the FCS National 
Championship game for the first time in school 
history. 

While they ultimately fell short with a heart 
wrenching 37 seconds to go, they made us 
very proud. 

The team captured their first conference title 
since 1999 and broke 16 school records. 
Those included most points in a season, total 
offense, rushing touchdowns, passing touch-
downs, and most wins in a season. 

A number of individual Redbirds also re-
ceived Missouri Valley Football Conference 
recognition. Head coach Brock Spack was 
named Coach of the Year, Marshaun Coprich 
was named Offensive Player of the Year, and 
Tre Roberson was named Newcomer of the 
Year. 

As a future Illinois State University Redbird 
dad, I look forward to the opportunity to watch 
these young players continue in their careers. 

Bloomington-Normal and all of Illinois are 
proud of the effort the team put forth this sea-
son. We look forward to their success next 
year. Go Birds! 
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HONORING BILL KORTUM 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today 
in honor of William (Bill) Kortum, who passed 
away on December 20, 2014, following a bat-
tle with cancer. As a pioneering conserva-
tionist, Mr. Kortum championed many suc-
cessful campaigns and brought lasting envi-
ronmental protections to Sonoma County and 
the State of California, and his passing leaves 
a void that won’t soon be filled. Considered by 
many to be the father of the environmental 
movement in Sonoma County, Mr. Kortum 
was known for his strength of conviction and 
tenacity for protecting the environment. Always 
kind, always polite, Mr. Kortum knew how to 
motivate others towards positive change, and 
he is singularly responsible for instituting many 

lasting environmental protections, though he 
would never claim responsibility for them. 

As a native of Petaluma, California, Bill 
Kortum grew up on his father’s poultry ranch 
at a time when Sonoma County’s open spaces 
were unmarred by urban development. Mr. 
Kortum went on to graduate from the Univer-
sity of California at Davis Veterinary School, 
serve his country in the U.S. Army Veterinary 
Corps, and establish the successful Cotati 
Veterinary Hospital. 

By the early 1960’s, Bill Kortum saw how a 
rapidly growing population would increasingly 
threaten the natural landscape of Sonoma 
County. He and his wife, Lucy, opposed un-
regulated development and fought to pioneer 
an alternative path. One of the first of many 
significant environmental victories that Bill 
Kortum and his allies achieved in Sonoma 
County was to prevent the planned develop-
ment of PG&E’s nuclear power plant at 
Bodega Head. 

In 1972, Mr. Kortum fought to pass Propo-
sition 20, a measure that established the Cali-
fornia Coastal Commission, which continues to 
guarantee public access to the California 
coastline. As a visionary leader, he went on to 
establish Sonoma County Conservation Ac-
tion, an organization that mobilized voters to 
secure urban growth limits around all nine cit-
ies in the county. He helped to create the 
Sonoma County Open Space District and 
championed other key institutions and causes, 
such as the Sonoma Land Trust, the SMART 
train, and public access to Lafferty Ranch. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Kortum’s many accom-
plishments and dedication to preserving our 
nation’s natural resources for future genera-
tions illustrates the substantial impact that one 
individual can have on making the world a bet-
ter place. Mr. Kortum will not soon be forgot-
ten, and his legacy in Sonoma County and 
along California’s rugged coast will continue 
for years to come. It is therefore appropriate 
that we pay tribute to him today and express 
our deepest condolences to his wife, Lucy; 
children, Frank, Julie Groves, and Sam; 
grandchildren, Mark Kortum, Holden and 
Dylan Groves, Will and Grace Kortum; and 
many nieces and nephews. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAYOR RONALD H. 
ROBERTS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to California and 
the City of Temecula are exceptional. 
Temecula has been fortunate to have dynamic 
and dedicated community leaders who will-
ingly and unselfishly give their time and talent 
to make their communities a better place to 
live and work. Mayor Ronald H. Roberts is 
one of these individuals. At a celebration on 
January 27, 2015, Mayor Roberts will be hon-
ored as he retires after many years of City 
Council service to the Temecula community. 

About one month after the City of 
Temecula’s incorporation, Ronald began work-
ing on the city’s first ‘‘Traffic Committee’’ in 
January of 1990. In October of the same year, 
Ronald was selected to serve on the city’s first 
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