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In addition to her official duties, Georgette
was generous, donating to parks and 4-H pro-
grams. She was very community-minded,
working on Rotary projects and serving as Ro-
tary president. She was a member of St.
Anne’s parish for more than 40 years, serving
as a reader during Saturday evening mass.
One of her favorite retirement roles was read-
ing with students at Allen Dale Elementary
School. Always fun to be around, Georgette
brightened every activity she was involved in
and she never spoke ill of others.

Born in Hoboken, New Jersey, Georgette at-
tended school at St. Mary’s in New York. She
and Larry moved to Grants Pass in 1972.
When Larry died of cancer in 2002, Georgette
missed him terribly. Georgette was deeply
loved and will be dearly missed by her daugh-
ters, Martie and Monique, her 7-year-old
grandson, Taylor, her many, many friends and
the countless people whose lives she posi-
tively touched through her service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to please
join me in honoring Georgette Brown for her
many years of exemplary service in Josephine
County and caring leadership of her commu-
nity.

————

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF JADE STAWASZ

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the retirement of Jade
Stawasz. On January 27, 2015, she closes out
47 years of incredible service to the U.S. Army
and begins the next exciting chapter of her
life.

Jade is a valued member of the Army’s Ci-
vilian Service. More than 330,000 strong,
Army civilians serve as an integral part of the
Army team. This global family is devoted to
ensuring our warriors are prepared to shoulder
any challenge that comes their way.

Widely admired and respected for her lead-
ership and work ethic, Jade excelled at nu-
merous responsibilities over the years. From
her work as Director of Executive Services for
Il Corps and Fort Hood to her efforts on be-
half of Army leadership ranging from Kansas
to Hawaii, she’s long been someone both her
supervisors and colleagues could rely upon.

Jade’s great work has not gone unnoticed.
For her efforts she was awarded a Superior
Civilian Service Award, Commander’'s Award
for Civilian Service, and a Commander's
Award for Public Service. The United States
Armor Association honored her with the Order
of St. Joan D’Arc Medallion for her contribu-
tions to the morale, welfare, and spirit of
armor and cavalry families during their
spouse’s absence. Her commitment to service
doesn’t end when she leaves the office. As a
member of the Harker Heights and Killeen
Chambers of Commerce, she works tirelessly
to strengthen bonds between Fort Hood and
the surrounding communities.

| commend Jade Stawasz’s selfless service
to the United States Army. Her patriotism, citi-
zenship, and commitment to excellence reflect
the very best values of Central Texas. | join
Jade’s friends, family, and colleagues in wish-
ing her all the best in her much-deserved re-
tirement.
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STRENGTHENING CHILD WELFARE
RESPONSE TO TRAFFICKING ACT
OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 26, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support H.R. 469, the “Strengthening
Our Child Welfare Response to Trafficking Act
of 2015,” which strengthens the Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act (Pub. L. 93—
247) by requiring that state plans for federal
grants for child abuse or neglect prevention
and treatment programs include elements fo-
cused on human trafficking.

Trafficking in humans is a major problem
across the globe and in our own country. As
lawmakers, we have a moral responsibility to
combat this scourge and protect our children,
especially those without parents to care for
them, from being exploited and falling through
the cracks.

As the Founder and Chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, | understand how
important it is to defend those who are too
young to defend themselves.

This problem is personal for me because
according to the U.S. Department of Justice,
my home city of Houston, Texas is the epi-
center of human trafficking in the United
States with over 200 active brothels in Hous-
ton and two new ones opening each month.

Houston has also surpassed Las Vegas for
the dubious distinction of having the most strip
clubs and illicit spas serving as fronts for sex
trafficking.

Human trafficking in Texas is not limited to
Houston. During the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl,
133 underage arrests for prostitution were
made and during this years massive effort
“Operation Cross Country” led by the FBI,
several pimps were arrested.

Between 1998 and 2003 more than 500
people from 18 countries were ensnared in 57
forced labor operations in almost a dozen cit-
ies throughout the State of Texas.

Currently, our state child welfare systems do
not properly identify and help the children that
have been taken by this horrible industry.

Even more disturbing is that the protections
provided by our child welfare systems often do
not extend to young victims of trafficking.

Hard as it is to believe, in some states traf-
ficked youths are not even regarded or classi-
fied as victims.

Houston is a popular trafficking hub in part
because the city is so diverse, with large His-
panic, Asian and Middle Eastern populations,
which allows traffickers and their victims to
blend into local communities.

A recent report estimated that 25% of all
trafficking victims in the U.S. end up in Texas.

Rather, they are treated as youthful offend-
ers and consigned to the criminal justice sys-
tem.

The city is so diverse, the traffickers and
victims easily blend into the community.

The TIP Report also contains tier rankings
of each country on which it reports, which are
used to help protect victims, prevent trafficking
and prosecute traffickers.

According to a report published in the North-
western Journal of International Human
Rights, Mexican authorities are working to ad-
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dress the problem of trans-border human traf-
ficking, but the country’s “legal framework re-
mains largely untouched and hence limited in
its crime-fighting scope and effectiveness.”

According to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Houston, Texas is one of the nation’s
largest hubs for human trafficking, with over
200 active brothels in Houston and two new
ones opening each month.

Human trafficking in Texas is not limited to
Houston. During the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl,
133 underage arrests for prostitution were
made and during this year's massive effort
“Operation Cross Country” led by the FBI,
several pimps were arrested.

In general The Center shall carry out the fol-
lowing activities:

1. Receive information on travel by child-sex
offenders.

2. Establish a system to maintain and ar-
chive all relevant information, including the re-
sponse of destination countries to notifications
under subsection where available, and deci-
sions not to transmit notification abroad.

3. Establish an annual review process to en-
sure that the Center is consistent in proce-
dures to provide notification to destination
countries or not to provide notification to des-
tination countries, as appropriate.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most important
things that can and must continue to be done
is to raise public awareness of the continuing
prevalence of modern day slavery and human
trafficking.

Such identification requires cooperative ef-
forts between the United States and foreign
governments. In exchange for providing notice
of child-sex offenders traveling to the United
States, foreign authorities will expect United
States authorities to provide reciprocal notice
of child-sex offenders traveling to their coun-
tries.

Raising the visibility and status of the gov-
ernmental entity charged with the responsi-
bility of documenting the problems, successes,
and remaining challenges confronting the
United States and the international community
in eradicating the scourge of human trafficking
is a positive step forward in achieving this
goal.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting passage of H.R. 469.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS SLAVERY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in my other
life, | was a prosecutor and Judge. | saw the
worst of the worst criminals in my courtroom,
but it wasn’t until | visited the Ukraine, when
| first came to Congress, that | learned about
the scourge of human trafficking. It is slavery.
Soon | became aware that this crime wasn’t
just happening in far off places but right here
in the United States, in our own backyards.

Unfortunately, my hometown of Houston is
one of the hubs for human trafficking because
of its proximity to the border, major interstates,
airports, and ports.

As cofounder and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Victims’ Rights Caucus with my friend
JiIM CosTA from California, | have made fight-
ing human trafficking a priority.
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Human trafficking is a hidden crime.

These victims are not willing participants in
prostitution. These women, men, girls, and
boys are being held against their will, caught
in a life of drug addiction, physical abuse, and
sexual assault. Children cannot be prostitutes.
Children cannot consent to sex. They get
forced into the crime of human trafficking, they
are victims not criminals.

It is estimated that at least 100,000 children
are at risk for human trafficking every year in
the U.S. The real number of trafficking victims
is unknown.

Even if they are identified, they are con-
stantly moved around by their traffickers,
whether that's across our borders and/or
around the country. Many are runaways,
throwaways, or stowaways. Imagine a child
being considered a throwaway or a child that
no one is looking for. This is reality for many
in our country. We must be the ones to give
them hope.

Victims may be afraid to come forward.
They may be arrest and jailed because they
are mistaken for criminal. Forgiven immigrants
kidnapped and brought to the US are told their
families will be harmed if they seek help.

Many victims may be suffering from Stock-
holm Syndrome and actually believe they are
in a loving relationship with their trafficker.

Education and awareness for law enforce-
ment and the public will help prevent traf-
ficking and identify the victim.

Rescuing and Restoring victims must be a
top priority. Trafficking victims have unique
needs, different than the needs of other crime
victims. They must receive specialized, trau-
ma-informed care from those that understand
this crime.

Trafficking victims are not easy victims to
help. They’'ve been through extremely terrible
situations. Many have come from a life of
hardship, from abusive families, and moved
around from family to family in foster care.
Anyone they’ve trusted in the past has used
them and betrayed them. So, many times after
they’ve been rescued, they run because that’s
what they know.

We cannot give up on these girls. They de-
serve to know love and trust. As a society, we
must embrace them.

I've introduced the Justice for Victims of
Trafficking Act with Congresswoman MALO-
NEY. This bill will ensure funding for the rescue
and restoration of trafficking victims. It will en-
sure specialized training and care, and training
for law enforcement. These services will be
paid for by fines on the perpetrators. The bad
guys literally pay for the crimes they have
committed. What a concept!

Our bill also addresses the cause of this
dastardly deed: the demand. Gone are the
days of boys being boys. Those that buy sex
from children are child abusers, not Johns.
John is in the Bible. He’s a good guy. These
criminals must be punished like the child
abusers that they are. They are child rapists.

During January, National Slavery and
Human Trafficking Prevention Month, we rec-
ognize that we have a long road ahead of us
in order to eradicate our country and our world
of modern day slavery. If we have the help
and work of local, state, and federal govern-
ments, wonderful anti-trafficking organizations,
and just people with good hearts, | think we
can put a stop to this despicable crime.

And that’s just the way it is.
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RECOGNIZING GEORGE STEVENS,
JR. AS THE FOUNDER OF THE
KENNEDY CENTER HONORS AND
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO
AMERICAN FILM MAKING

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize George Stevens, Jr., an American
writer, director, producer, playwright, author
and founder of the American Film Institute and
the Kennedy Center Honors. With an impres-
sive, creative and innovative career spanning
nearly 65 vyears, Stevens has contributed
greatly to American filmmaking and diplomacy,
and has elevated artistic standards and appre-
ciation to new heights. It is therefore with pro-
found gratitude for his dedication to the arts
and yet sadness that December 2014 marked
Stevens’ last year as producer of the es-
teemed Kennedy Center Honors that | am
speaking today.

In 1978, Stevens founded the Kennedy
Center Honors, which is an annual TV special
that recognizes a wide cross-section of artists
who have contributed to American culture
through dance, the theater, music, film and tel-
evision. The Kennedy Center Honors, how-
ever, is more than just a TV special. It is the
brainchild of George Stevens and it was influ-
enced by his hero and friend, President John
F. Kennedy, who said, “l look forward to an
America that will honor achievement in the
arts the way we honor achievement in busi-
ness and statecraft.” Through personal dedi-
cation and a labor of love, Stevens committed
much of his adult life to the Honors, which is
a significant part of his legacy and contribution
to the arts.

For thirty-six years, Stevens produced the
Honors and made it the premier show of
American arts appreciation. In 2008, his son
Michael joined him as a producer of the show
and it remains one of the most highly antici-
pated events of the year, showcasing some of
the best talents America has to offer. Last
year’'s Honors recipients included Tom Hanks,
Sting, Lily Tomlin, Patricia McBride and singer/
songwriter Al Green from my home of Mem-
phis, Tennessee. The show was an amazing
celebration of these artists and a testament to
Stevens’ love for the arts. | was glad to be
among the attendees at the historic 2014 Hon-
ors.

In 1962, former CBS Newsman and head of
the United States Information Agency (USIA)
under the Kennedy Administration Edward R.
Murrow reached out to Stevens to join the
Agency to help inform the world about the
U.S. through film. It was during this time that
he formed a lasting relationship with President
John F. Kennedy and his family, and began
laying the foundation that transformed how
American films and the arts are recognized
and appreciated today. After creating nearly
300 short films for the USIA and following the
President’s assassination, Stevens produced
the heartfelt and well-received documentary
about the life of President Kennedy entitled
Years of Lightning, Day of Drums. At the time,
the National Board of Review named the doc-
umentary “one of the ten best films of the
year” and in 2013, Stevens worked with War-
ner Bros to restore the film and release it on
DVD.
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George Stevens, Jr. was born no stranger
to Hollywood and American filmmaking. His
grandmothers and grandfather were all actors,
having starred alongside Charlie Chaplin and
in silent films. His father, George Stevens, Sr.,
was a legendary Hollywood director who made
more than 50 films and earned an Oscar for
directing the 1951 motion picture, A Place in
the Sun. At age 17, the younger Stevens
began working with his father reading scripts
and stories for potential films, including the
1953 Western classic Shane, which received
five Academy Award nominations, and the
1959 film version of the Pulitzer Prize winning
play, The Diary of Anne Frank. Between 1959
and 1961, Stevens directed episodes for the
television series Peter Gunn and Alfred Hitch-
cock Presents. In 1967, he, along with Sidney
Poitier and Gregory Peck, founded the Amer-
ican Film Institute, which serves to preserve
original prints of American films.

Stevens continues to produce some of the
most important works in American culture. In
2013, he produced American editorial car-
toonist Herbert Block’s documentary entitled
Herblock: The Black & the White, and in 2011,
he adapted Thurgood, his 2006 one-man
stage play about the first African-American As-
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court, into a
feature film. In 2009, he was the executive
producer of the TV special We Are One: The
Obama Inaugural Celebration at the Lincoln
Memorial.

Stevens is an American icon whose dedica-
tion to the arts is unwavering. He has won 13
Emmys, two Peabody Awards for Meritorious
Service to Broadcasting, eight Writers Guild of
America awards, the Christopher Award and
The Writers Guild of America’s Paul Selvin
award for his writings on civil rights and lib-
erties. In 2011, President Barack Obama ap-
pointed him Co-chairman of the President’s
Committee on the Arts and Humanities.

George Stevens continues to serve and rep-
resent the arts community well. Because of his
steadfast efforts to celebrate and promote
American art, the Kennedy Center Honors is
always at the top of TV ratings. | ask all of my
colleagues to join me in congratulating him on
more than 65 years of dedication to the arts
and thirty-six years of producing the Kennedy
Center Honors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, last week | was
unable to cast my vote for two important
pieces of legislation. Had | been in the cham-
ber, | would have voted YES on H.R. 161, the
Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting Reform Act
and YES on H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer Funding
for Abortion and Abortion Insurance Full Dis-
closure Act. | voted to pass H.R. 7 in the
113th Congress. This crucial bill will establish
a government-wide, permanent prohibition on
the funding of abortion, ensuring that no pro-
gram or agency is exempt from this safeguard.
| believe that life—even in its earliest stages—
deserves respect and protection. | am and al-
ways have been pro-life, and throughout my
tenure in Congress will continue to be a strong
advocate for the unborn.
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