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demonstrates to the world the inhu-
manity of her capture. 

We recall the shocking footage of her 
interrogation in which she was hand-
cuffed to a metal pipe, and yet we are 
assured by Russia she is ‘‘being treated 
well.’’ 

Why, if Russia is not invading 
Ukraine, as we are so often assured by 
Russia, should they hold Ms. 
Savchenko at all? 

Yesterday, January 26, was Free 
Savchenko Day, a global, digital effort 
to raise awareness to her ongoing fight. 
The campaign shines a light on the dis-
respect for international law the Krem-
lin continues to demonstrate. 

I was honored to participate in that 
campaign and introduce, along with 
our colleagues from the Ukrainian Cau-
cus, House Resolution 50, calling to 
mind her struggle and demanding her 
immediate release. 

The hunger strike began on Decem-
ber 13 and her health continues to dete-
riorate. 

Mr. Speaker, Nadiya Savchenko has 
been a beacon for liberty. I salute her 
bravery in the face of overt Russian ag-
gregation. Her courage shines like a 
brilliant, brilliant beacon for liberty- 
loving people everywhere. 

God bless her, God bless America, 
and God bless Ukraine. 
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b 1645 

REGULAR ORDER 

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, since the 
Congress has reconvened, none of the 
important legislation that we have 
considered here has gone through the 
regular committee process. Yet, with 
each election, we send people to the 
Congress of the United States with a 
wide range of perspectives, with lots of 
goodwill, with lots of good intentions— 
Democrats and Republicans alike. The 
simple truth, however, is that the 
House leadership has prevented these 
voices from being heard in the regular 
committee process. In fact, Congress 
has, sadly, become one of the most un-
democratic institutions in America. 

Mr. Speaker, stop denying the Mem-
bers of Congress the opportunity and 
the public the opportunity to find com-
mon ground. The failure of the process 
is at the heart of gridlock. It is at the 
heart of congressional failure. Allow 
bills once again to come up through 
the regular committee process, where 
amendments are heard, considered, and 
voted upon. 

Mr. Speaker, give Congress the op-
portunity to work together once again 
in the spirit of bipartisanship that the 
American people are so desperately 
hungry for. 

HONORING WILHELMINA HENRY, A 
PIONEER IN EDUCATION 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a pioneer in education, 
Ms. Wilhelmina Henry, who will be 95 
years old this month. Ms. Henry is 
Stockton, California’s, first Black 
teacher. 

Born in South Carolina, she grad-
uated from high school at the age of 16 
and went on to earn a degree from the 
Tuskegee Institute—one of our coun-
try’s oldest and most prestigious His-
torically Black Colleges. She began her 
teaching career after World War II in 
segregated schools in South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Alabama before moving to 
Stockton in 1947. 

Though she faced discrimination and 
resistance, Ms. Henry persevered with 
courage and dignity, retiring after al-
most 50 years of educating our chil-
dren. Her legacy is carried on by both 
her daughter, Rachelle Mimms, who is 
also a Stockton teacher, and at the 
Stockton elementary school that is 
named in her honor. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Ms. Henry’s courage in 
breaking the color barrier for teachers 
and in paving the way for many others 
who have followed in her footsteps. 

f 

FIGHTING YOUTH HOMELESSNESS 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, as we consider measures aimed 
at combating human trafficking, I re-
mind my colleagues of the estimated 
1.6 million runaway or homeless youths 
under the age of 18 in the United 
States. 

The Runaway and Homeless Youth 
Act was enacted in 1974 to help combat 
these growing numbers, and it is the 
sole Federal law targeting unaccom-
panied youths. Through this law, we 
are able to fund important local pro-
grams to serve our homeless youths. 
They provide shelter, counseling, fam-
ily reunification, and aftercare, and 
they reduce the chance that young peo-
ple will become victims of human traf-
ficking. 

I am proud to have introduced and to 
have helped pass the reauthorization of 
this important funding in 2008, but that 
5-year authorization expired in 2014, 
and now action must be taken. Con-
gress has a responsibility to help en-
sure that homeless young people in 
America have a place to seek shelter 
and to find safety while laying a foun-
dation for new opportunities. 

I call on my colleagues to join me in 
supporting a reauthorization of the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act and 
help the hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren who sleep on our streets every 
night. 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Work 
makes you free.’’ 

Today, I was thinking about that 
sign and about the psychological im-
pact and the sadness that it must have 
had on millions of Holocaust survivors 
and on victims of the Holocaust as 
they walked into the concentration 
camps 70 years ago in Auschwitz and 
saw that sign, knowing they would 
never make it out free. 

I rise today in remembrance of the 
10th anniversary of the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 
70th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz. 

On this day, we must take a moment 
to honor the memory of the millions 
who lost their lives and of those who 
survived but experienced unspeakable 
horrors. We must always remember the 
tragedy of the Holocaust in order to 
ensure that this dark time in human 
history is never repeated. Injustices 
and violence against any person be-
cause of one’s faith, race, or ethnic 
background should never be tolerated. 
Today and every day, we must honor 
the memory of the Holocaust victims 
and ensure we renew our commitment 
to ‘‘never again.’’ 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as a voice for the thousands of 
human trafficking victims both abroad 
and in this country. 

Sadly, these voiceless victims are 
often beaten, starved, and forced to 
work as prostitutes or to take grueling 
jobs as migrant and domestic workers. 
Time and time again, we hear terrible 
stories of violence, death, and trauma 
against innocent men, women, and 
children who have been trafficked 
through organized crime rings and even 
terrorist organizations. 

As Members of Congress, we must 
stand up for justice and human dignity. 
The bills we are considering today will 
improve collaboration between govern-
ment agencies, will cut down on human 
trafficking, and will better protect vic-
tims. Ending human trafficking is a bi-
partisan issue that must remain a pri-
ority. 

Our country was founded upon the 
notion of ‘‘equality and justice for all.’’ 
That is why I cosponsored a bipartisan 
bill with my North Carolina Repub-
lican colleague, MARK WALKER. H.R. 
460, the Human Trafficking Detection 
Act, prioritizes training for the preven-
tion and the detection of trafficked 
victims, and it brings us one step clos-
er to finding a solution to this terrible 
tragedy of human trafficking. 
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WEAPONS 

FUNNELED TO LAW ENFORCE-
MENT 
(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the Republican border bill, origi-
nally scheduled for this week, contains 
a provision buried on page 78 that 
would expand the Pentagon’s 1033 pro-
gram. This program transfers billions 
of dollars of Defense Department 
equipment to law enforcement agencies 
without any congressional oversight or 
community input. The bill adds a bor-
der securities activities priority to the 
program that will quietly funnel mili-
tary-grade weapons to law enforcement 
for this new, fully defined priority. 

It appears some of my colleagues did 
not learn the tragic lessons of Fer-
guson, Missouri, last summer as the 
Nation saw the devastating result of a 
militarized police force. If this bill is 
brought back up, I urge my colleagues 
to support my amendment in order to 
curb the expansion of this program. 

f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA: 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
6, 2015, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, this 
chart has been up, really, for the last 4 
years, and I keep bringing it back be-
cause it is pretty important. This is 
about American jobs, about how we can 
rebuild the American economy, and 
about how we can, at the same time, 
provide employment opportunities— 
those middle class jobs that we all 
want to talk about—and do it in a way 
that actually improves our environ-
ment. 

Today, I want to focus on one part of 
this. I have asked some of my col-
leagues to join us, and Congresswoman 
HAHN will be joining us in a few mo-
ments to talk about a piece of this. 

In the Make It In America agenda, 
we have these items: international 
trade, which is critically important 
that we do right; tax policies of all 
kinds; our energy policy. Oh. By the 
way, in the last 5 years, the energy pol-
icy of the administration’s has almost 
made the United States energy inde-
pendent. We are actually producing 4 
billion more barrels of oil a day now 
than we were 6 or 7 years ago, so we do 
have an energy policy—green energy, 
moving away from the greenhouse gas-
ses; a labor policy; education, the 
training of our workers; research, 
which is critically important. We may 
come to that later today, but I really 
want to focus on this one which is at 
the bottom because it is foundational. 
The foundation of the economy of the 
United States is the infrastructure. 

Way, way back, the Founding Fa-
thers—everybody around here wants to 
talk about the Founding Fathers and 
what the Founding Fathers would do 
and how they would act. I will tell you 
what George Washington did in his 
first weeks in office. 

He turned to Alexander Hamilton, 
the Treasury Secretary, and said: Hey, 
Alex. Develop an economic develop-
ment plan for me. How are we going to 
grow our economy? 

Treasury Secretary Hamilton came 
back—he formed a committee of one, 
and he came back with a plan of, 
maybe, 30, 40 pages, and in that plan 
was fundamental infrastructure devel-
opment. 

He said the role of the Federal Gov-
ernment is to make sure that we have 
postal roads, to make sure that we 
have ports and canals—the infrastruc-
ture of the day. 

So, for those who like to harken back 
to the Founding Fathers—they ought 
to also consider the mothers. In any 
case, infrastructure was fundamental. 
Today, I want to talk about infrastruc-
ture, and I want to do it in a way that 
will really, hopefully, excite this body 
into passing a very robust, complete 
surface transportation infrastructure 
bill. 

Now, President Obama and Depart-
ment of Transportation Secretary Foxx 
have made a proposal called ‘‘Build 
America.’’ It is a good proposal that 
covers all of the elements that we 
need—the highways, the ports, the rail-
roads, freight. All of those things are 
in that bill. Unfortunately, it didn’t 
have a hearing last year. Hopefully, it 
will be foundational this year as we 
consider in the next 3 months a surface 
transportation infrastructure bill for 
the United States because, in May, the 
world comes to an end as the programs 
of the Federal Government’s for trans-
portation expire. We need a new law 
going forward, so what we want to talk 
about today is that issue. 

I am going to take just a few seconds. 
Every now and then, somebody sends 
brochures and studies to us. This one 
came from Duke University, the Center 
on Globalization, Governance & Com-
petitiveness: ‘‘Infrastructure Invest-
ment Creates American Jobs,’’ and 
they have got this little executive sum-
mary which is really helpful to us: 

Old and broken transportation infrastruc-
ture makes the United States less competi-
tive than 15 of our major trading partners 
and makes American manufacturers less effi-
cient in getting goods to market. 

Representative HAHN, that is where 
you want to come in and talk about 
ports. 

This is Duke University: 
The underinvestment of infrastructure 

costs the United States over 900,000 jobs, in-
cluding 97,000 American manufacturing jobs. 

Maximizing American-made materials 
when rebuilding infrastructure has the po-
tential to create even more jobs. Relying on 
American-made inputs can also mitigate 
safety concerns related to large-scale out-
sourcing. 

b 1700 
One of the things that really, really 

bothers me about my home State of 
California is the way in which the 
State of California decided to build the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. We 
are talking about a multibillion-dollar 
project, $3.9 billion over budget, 12 
years late, and the steel in that bridge 
came from China. How brilliant was 
that? 

One of the principal reasons for the 
delay was the steel was delayed, the 
steel was faulty, and the welds were 
faulty. There were 3,000 jobs in China 
and zero jobs in the United States. By 
the way, the Chinese demanded that 
they be the inspectors on the job—not 
good at all. This kind of tells us about 
why making it in America is impor-
tant. 

There is another example. I don’t 
like to brag about New York, since 
that is a long, long way from my dis-
trict, but the Tappan Zee Bridge in 
New York was built with American 
steel, had a $3.9 billion total project 
cost, 7,728 American workers were 
hired, and it was designed to last 100 
years without any major structural 
maintenance. 

I know Ms. HAHN is going to come up 
here and probably carry on some brag-
ging. We have got a lot to brag about 
in California, but we cannot brag about 
what happened with the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge because it was a fi-
nancial disaster. It was a jobs disaster 
for the United States, for American 
workers. Even today, there are con-
tinuing reports coming out about the 
faulty bridge construction. 

Infrastructure investment creates 
American jobs, and if we require that 
those investments be made in America, 
we are going to be talking about Amer-
icans going back to work. All of us talk 
about the middle class. Well, let’s build 
the infrastructure, let’s use American- 
made materials, and let’s really build 
American jobs for the middle class. 

Ms. HAHN, I believe you have some-
thing to say about ports. The fact is 
that you represent the two biggest 
ports in America, you will argue: Long 
Beach and the Port of Los Angeles. 

Ms. HAHN. Thank you, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, for having the leadership, 
certainly, on Make It In America, but 
really reminding our colleagues and all 
Americans how important these 
projects are in terms of repairing our 
infrastructure, as well as creating good 
American jobs. 

I am here today to join you and 
many of our colleagues in really press-
ing Congress this year to take action 
to improve our Nation’s outdated, un-
derfunded ports and to repair and re-
place crumbling roads and dangerous 
bridges. 

I serve on the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee. I founded and 
cochair our congressional bipartisan 
PORTS Caucus, so I work closely with 
not only Democrats, but I am working 
very closely with Republicans. 

I do know—and I believe this to be 
true—that this is one area that we can 
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