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The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

O Lord, our rock, You are our shield
in the time of storm. We give You our
hopes and dreams, knowing that You
know what is best for our Nation and
world.

Sustain our lawmakers. May integ-
rity and uprightness be the standards
for their conduct so that they will not
be put to shame. Lift the light of Your
countenance upon them and be gra-

cious to them. Give them fresh
strength and wisdom, as You renew the
drumbeat of Your Spirit in their

hearts, empowering them to march to
the rhythm of Your righteousness.
We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

————

SCHEDULE

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the Keystone bill. This is the
third week of floor consideration for
this bipartisan jobs and infrastructure
measure. Senators from both sides
have been able to offer amendments
and get their ideas voted on. I know
Chairman MURKOWSKI is here, and she
is working with colleagues to get their

Senate

amendments in the queue. It is now
time to get through the remaining
amendments and to vote up or down on
passage of the bill.

——
KEYSTONE JOBS BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Keystone jobs bill is a bipartisan infra-
structure project the American people
deserve, so the vote last night to fili-
buster was certainly disappointing.
The Keystone jobs bill has been consid-
ered and reported out of the energy
committee. It has been subject to
weeks of open debate. Senators on both
sides have been able to offer and vote
on amendments—two dozen so far and
counting. Our Democratic friends have
had more amendments considered on
this bill than Republicans, more
amendments than all of last year com-
bined.

Just a few days ago we offered our
friends the opportunity to have even
more of their amendments voted on.
Unfortunately, they rejected that offer.
So today I am asking them to recon-
sider, join us, and work with the bill
managers, Senator MURKOWSKI and
Senator CANTWELL. Let’s get your
amendments processed, and let’s make
progress for the American people.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FLAKE). The assistant Democratic lead-
er is recognized.

———————

KEYSTONE PIPELINE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I wish to
commend the Senators who are work-
ing on the amendments on the Key-
stone Canadian pipeline. This is the
highest priority of the new Republican
majority, a pipeline that is being built
on behalf of a Canadian company.

You would think there would be a lot
of other possibilities here to create

jobs for America, but the Senate Re-
publicans are focused on this one. Ulti-
mately it will produce 35 permanent
jobs in America, and this is their high-
est priority. Had they taken up instead
the Federal highway bill—a bill which
is looming in terms of a deadline this
year—we literally could have created
thousands of American jobs across
America, not just in one pipeline loca-
tion. But they chose instead to help
this Canadian company build this pipe-
line.

Sadly, it won’t produce products that
can help America. We had an amend-
ment offered here on the floor that said
any refined products that came from
this pipeline would be sold in America.
It was defeated. Every Republican
voted against that amendment.

Then we offered an amendment that
said this pipeline, if it is going to be
built in America, should use American
steel. Every Republican voted against
that, save one.

The notion that we are going to use
foreign steel to build a pipeline for a
Canadian company so that the refined
products from that pipeline can be ex-
ported overseas is somehow, in the eyes
of the majority in the Senate, an
American jobs bill. I don’t think the
American people would agree with
that. They would understand, if we
were taking up the Federal highway
bill, that is an American jobs bill. We
put construction workers across the
United States to work and create an
infrastructure that would build on the
economy, creating more jobs in com-
munities from Arizona to Illinois, from
Florida to the State of Washington.
But instead we are focused on the Key-
stone Canadian pipeline, the highest
priority of the Senate Republican ma-
jority.

——

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in a lit-
tle more than a month the Department
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of Homeland Security in Washington,
DC, will run out of money. It is hard to
imagine that the agency responsible
for combating terrorism in the United
States has its budget in question, but
that was the design when the people
sat down to write the Omnibus appro-
priations bill last year. The Repub-
licans in the House insisted that if we
were going to fund the rest of govern-
ment, we had to withhold regular fund-
ing for the Department of Homeland
Security. That is why the deadline of
February 27 is looming.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity more than any other single agency
is responsible for keeping America safe
from terrorism. They supervise and
manage the TSA officers and airports.
They collect weapons that people try
to bring on airplanes. It is hard to
imagine that people still do. They try
to keep us safe at a time when we know
terrorism is a threat not just in the
United States but in countries all over
the world.

Yet the Republicans in the House and
Senate do not want to give regular
funding to the Department of Home-
land Security. They put it on tem-
porary funding. As Mr. Johnson, the
Secretary of this Department, said, it
puts them at a real disadvantage at the
Department of Homeland Security in
keeping America safe. Yet the Repub-
licans have insisted on this. Why? Why
would they withhold regular funding
for this critical agency? Because they
are exercised by the President’s deci-
sion to issue Executive orders on immi-
gration. Their anger over the Presi-
dent’s action has led them to jeop-
ardize the immediate funding of an
agency of critical importance to the
United States. So they set out in the
House of Representatives to add five
riders to this appropriations bill which
they insist must be passed if we are
going to fund this agency. When you
look at these five riders, I think you
can understand why many of us think
this is nothing short of an outrage.

One of the things which they have set
their sights on is a program I have
worked on for 14 years here in the Sen-
ate. I introduced a bill 14 years ago
called the DREAM Act—14 years ago.
The concept behind it was very basic:
Children brought to the United States
by their parents who are undocu-
mented deserve a chance—a chance to
make a life in America if they have no
serious criminal issues, if they have
graduated from high school, if they are
prepared to step forward, go to college,
or serve in the military. The DREAM
Act was introduced 14 years ago with a
basic concept: Don’t hold children re-
sponsible for bad decisions or wrong-
doing by their parents. Give these
young people a chance.

Sadly, in the House of Representa-
tives there is an anger against these
young people that is almost difficult to
describe. We think there are almost 2
million of them in America, and 600,000
have stepped forward to qualify for the
DACA Program, an Executive order by
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the President that spares them from
deportation while they are living in the
United States. But the House of Rep-
resentatives has insisted that we repeal
the DACA Program, not issue any re-
newals for DACA protection, and not
issue any new DACA protection for the
1.5 million who may still be eligible.
That is one of their conditions before
they will fund the agency that deals
with terrorism to protect the United
States from terrorism.

This last weekend there were several
very unusual and important meetings
involving the American political scene.
One was in California hosted by the
Koch brothers which attracted three of
our Senators on the other side of the
aisle who were at least considering, if
not aspiring to be President of the
United States. The Koch brothers
called them in for a presentation and
questions as part of the process of de-
ciding whether the Xoch brothers
would support them to be the next
President of the United States. That is
not the first time that has happened.
Others representing special interest
groups I am sure have called can-
didates before. This is a very overt ef-
fort by two very powerful men to spend
almost $1 billion in the next political
cycle to control the political future of
this country.

As troubling as that is for most
Americans to hear, there was another
forum that I think was equally dis-
turbing in my neighboring State of
Iowa. This was a forum called by Con-
gressman STEVE KING. He called it a
freedom forum. He attracted a large
array of Republican aspirants to the of-
fice of President. Included in those
were Governor Christie of New Jersey;
Senator CRUZ of Texas; former Senator
Santorum of Pennsylvania; Scott
Walker, the governor of Wisconsin;
former Governor Palin of Alaska; Don-
ald Trump; former Governor Perry of
Texas; and former Governor Mike
Huckabee of Arkansas. They all came
to Iowa to be part of this freedom
forum. This freedom forum was spon-
sored by Congressman STEVE KING.

Without question, Congressman KING
has made some of the most outrageous
statements about the DREAMers,
whom I described earlier, of any Mem-
ber of Congress. He has compared them
to dogs. He has referred to DREAMers

as the deportables—whatever that
means.

He has one oft-quoted statement: For
every valedictorian among the

DREAMers, there were 100 who had de-
veloped cantaloupe-sized calves car-
rying illegal narcotics across the bor-
der into the United States.

That is the kind of rhetoric which
might cause David Duke to blush, but
it didn’t stop these Republican Presi-
dential aspirants from trekking out to
Iowa to pay homage to Congressman
STEVEN KING.

I would suggest that the Grand Old
Party, which I do respect—the party of
Abraham Lincoln—would be a party
that would be embarrassed by the com-
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ments of Congressman KING rather
than pay homage to him in the State of
Iowa.

I wish to tell the story of one of the
DREAMers whom Congressman KING
particularly would come to dislike be-
cause this is an undocumented person
and one of the DREAMers who would
be disadvantaged by the Republican ac-
tion in the House of Representatives
which would literally remove the pro-
tection this young lady has from depor-
tation.

This is Ola Kaso. Her story is amaz-
ing. She was brought to the United
States from Albania in 1998 at the age
of 5. She grew up in Warren, MI, and
her dream was to become a medical
doctor and to treat cancer patients.
Ola was the valedictorian of her high
school class. She took every advanced
placement class offered by her school
and had 4.4 grade point average.

She was treasurer of the student
council and treasurer of the National
Honor Society at her school. In 2011, I
held a hearing on the DREAM Act. Ola
Kaso had just graduated from high
school and she came to testify at that
hearing. She was the first ever undocu-
mented immigrant to testify before the
Senate.

In the fall of 2011, Ola entered the
honors program at the University of
Michigan where she is a premed stu-
dent. What has happened to Ola Kaso
since DACA was established in 20127
Ola has become involved in public serv-
ice. In 2013 she worked as an intern in
the office of our former colleague Sen-
ator Carl Levin. She continued her
studies. This spring Ola will graduate
from the University of Michigan with a
double major in biochemistry and
women’s studies.

Keep in mind she completed this de-
gree without any financial assistance
from our government. Ola is not eligi-
ble for Pell grants or student loans be-
cause she is undocumented. She has be-
come involved in nanotechnology, a
cutting-edge field that holds great
promise for future technological break-
throughs. Ola is now conducting at the
Michigan Nanotechnology Institute for
Medicine and Biological Sciences. Last
year Ola’s work was published in the
Journal of Physical Chemistry. I want
to read the name of the article which
Ola Kaso published. I hope I will be
spared, a liberal arts lawyer, if I stum-
ble over some of these words. But just
to give you an idea of her research, the
article was entitled ‘‘Atomic Force Mi-
croscopy Probing of Receptor-Nanopar-
ticle Interactions for Riboflavin Recep-
tor Targeted Gold-Dendrimer Nano-
composites.”

Now, that is a mouthful, but it gives
you a sense of how much Ola Kaso has
to contribute. Next, Ola plans to at-
tend medical school, but if the House
Republicans have their way and we
pass in the Senate the language which
was included as part of the Department
of Homeland Security appropriations
bill, Ola Kaso will never have a chance.
She will be deported back to Albania, a
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country she does not know at all. She
will be forced to leave the United
States.

We will basically give up on the in-
vestment we have made as Americans
in her education and her potential and
tell her: Leave. In the words of Con-
gressman STEVE KING, she is one of the
‘“‘deportables’—one of the ‘‘deport-
ables.” Ola sent me a letter recently.
Here is what she said about her dreams
for the future:

I aspire to ultimately become a surgical
oncologist, but more importantly, I intend
to work for patients that cannot afford the
astronomical fees accompanying life-saving
surgeries, patients are denied the medical
treatment they deserve. My goal is not to in-
crease my bank account; my goal is to de-
crease preventable deaths. I wish to remain
in this country to make a difference.

Ola is not alone. There are so many
DREAMers across this country just
like her who want to be part of our fu-
ture. It is clear this DACA Program
works for America. That is why I am
asking DREAMers around the country
to join me, post their stories about
what they have done with DACA on
Twitter and Facebook using the
hashtag “DACA Works.”

I want the American people to under-
stand the human cost of the bill that
was passed by the Republicans in the
House of Representatives and is now
pending before the Senate. If this bill
becomes law, DACA will end. Hundreds
of thousands of DREAMers will risk de-
portation to countries they can barely
remember. Will America be stronger if
we deport Ola Kaso and others like her,
young people who want to use their
talents to give back to America, de-
porting them to countries they have
some loose connection to by family
ties?

Of course not. It is shameless—
shameless to play politics with the
lives of these young people. They grew
up in this country, attended school in
this country, put their hand over their
hearts in their classrooms every day to
pledge allegiance to the only flag they
have ever known. It is shameless for
the House Republicans to put home-
land security funding at risk in pursuit
of punishing these young people. The
House Republicans feel so strongly
about deporting DREAMers, they are
willing to hold our homeland security
funding hostage.

The House Republicans are telling
the Senate and the President: Deport
the DREAMers or we will shut down
the Department of Homeland Security.
I hope the Senate majority leader will
reject this blackmail and bring a clean
homeland security appropriations bill
to the floor of the Senate as soon as
possible.

For our part, the Senate Democrats
will insist that the Department of
Homeland Security be funded and that
the President have the authority,
which every President has, to establish
America’s immigration policies. The
Presiding Officer was part of an effort,
as I was several years, to try to resolve
this issue in a thoughtful, balanced,
comprehensive way.
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The ultimate bill that was considered
before the Senate was not perfect.
Parts of it I did not like at all, but we
reached a compromise. Over a year and
a half ago, we sent that bipartisan bill
to the House of Representatives asking
them to call it for consideration and
amendment. They refused, refused for
more than a year and a half to call
that bill. Instead, what they have done
is launch these attacks on young peo-
ple such as Ola Kaso.

Is that what America is all about? Is
that the best we can do? For the dozen
or more Republican Presidential aspi-
rants who made that journey out to
Iowa to pay homage to Congressman
STEVE KING and his views about immi-
gration, I would ask them to, when
they return home: Look around you.
There are young people just like this
young woman who are only asking for
a chance to be part of America’s fu-
ture.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————
KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1, which the
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1) to approve the Keystone XL
Pipeline.

Pending:

Murkowski amendment No. 2, in the na-
ture of a substitute.

Vitter/Cassidy modified amendment No. 80
(to amendment No. 2), to provide for the dis-
tribution of revenues from certain areas of
the outer Continental Shelf.

Murkowski (for Sullivan) amendment No.
67 (to amendment No. 2), to restrict the au-
thority of the Environmental Protection
Agency to arm agency personnel.

Cardin amendment No. 75 (to amendment
No. 2), to provide communities that rely on
drinking water from a source that may be af-
fected by a tar sands spill from the Keystone
XL pipeline an analysis of the potential risks
to public health and the environment from a
leak or rupture of the pipeline.

Murkowski amendment No. 98 (to amend-
ment No. 2), to express the sense of Congress
relating to adaptation projects in the United
States Arctic region and rural communities.

Flake amendment No. 103 (to amendment
No. 2), to require the evaluation and consoli-
dation of duplicative green building pro-
grams.

Cruz amendment No. 15 (to amendment No.
2), to promote economic growth and job cre-
ation by increasing exports.
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Moran/Cruz amendment No. 73 (to amend-
ment No. 2), to delist the lesser prairie-
chicken as a threatened species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Daines amendment No. 132 (to amendment
No. 2), to express the sense of Congress re-
garding the designation of National Monu-
ments.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today is
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, commemorating the genocide
that resulted in the murder of nearly 6
million Jews by the Nazi regime. On
this day in 1945, the allied forces en-
tered Auschwitz, a complex of con-
centration and death camps in Nazi-oc-
cupied Poland. They liberated more
than 7,000 prisoners. Auschwitz was
made up of 3 main camps and more
than 40 subcamps covering over 15
square miles. Between 1940 and 1945
nearly 1.3 million people were deported
to Auschwitz and at least 1.1 million
were murdered.

By January 1945 the allied forces
were closing in. To eliminate witnesses
to their crimes, thousands of prisoners
were Kkilled at Auschwitz, and 60,000
were forced to march west days before
the liberation.

During these marches SS guards shot
anyone who fell behind or could not
continue. More than 15,000 died in that
march. In the months prior to the lib-
eration, an elderly French inmate
urged a young Jewish prisoner named
Olga to watch everything she saw, and
when the war was over, to tell the
world what she had seen. Olga wrote
her memoirs in the years that followed
and gave voice to those who could no
longer speak.

Yesterday, the Washington Post fea-
tured the horrific stories of four Ausch-
witz survivors, including those who
suffered under the sadistic Nazi doctor
Josef Mengele, known as the Angel of
Death. GEN Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
Supreme Commander of the allied
forces in Europe also understood the
importance of documenting what he
saw. After visiting a recently liberated
Nazi camp, General Eisenhower urged
Washington to send a congressional
delegation to witness Nazi crimes first-
hand so in the future there could be no
attempt to dismiss these allegations as
mere propaganda. With the remaining
eyewitnesses in their twilight years,
the responsibility to ensure that future
generations never forget these atroc-
ities falls to us. Recently I joined my
colleagues Senators MIKULSKI, CARDIN,
KIRK and others and introduced a reso-
lution commemorating this important
anniversary. This resolution calls on us
to be witnesses to the 1.1 million inno-
cent victims murdered at Auschwitz
and honors the legacy of the survivors
of the Holocaust.
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