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would save the Federal Government 
nearly $480 billion over the next 10 
years. 

I applaud my colleague for his efforts 
in working to put our country on a 
more sustainable fiscal path. I hope 
that we can come together in a biparti-
sanship manner towards that end. 

f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, this 
week Americans from all 50 States will 
gather at over 11,000 events nationwide 
to celebrate National School Choice 
Week. These are not partisan gath-
erings focused on a particular piece of 
legislation, nor are the attendees advo-
cating for one type of school over an-
other; rather, these gatherings will 
highlight the importance of providing 
parents with diverse choices when it 
comes to the education of their chil-
dren. 

Far too often America’s children are 
given educational opportunities dic-
tated by what best serves someone 
else’s economic interest or is focused 
on their own economic status or where 
they live. This is inappropriate. We 
need a better way. 

I have supported legislation to ex-
pand charter schools. That is a biparti-
sanship thing that we can all agree on. 
That empowers parents. At the State 
level, Republican legislators and Gov-
ernors have passed open enrollment 
laws and funding portability for edu-
cation. 

National School Choice Week is a 
great reminder that we must continue 
to pursue these vital reforms, ensuring 
all parents have freedom when deciding 
how to educate their children. 

f 
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LNG PERMITTING CERTAINTY AND 
TRANSPARENCY ACT 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 48, I call up 
the bill (H.R. 351) to provide for expe-
dited approval of exportation of nat-
ural gas, and for other purposes, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 351 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘LNG Per-
mitting Certainty and Transparency Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ACTION ON APPLICATIONS. 

(a) DECISION DEADLINE.—For proposals that 
must also obtain authorization from the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission or 
the United States Maritime Administration 
to site, construct, expand, or operate LNG 
export facilities, the Department of Energy 
shall issue a final decision on any applica-
tion for the authorization to export natural 
gas under section 3 of the Natural Gas Act 

(15 U.S.C. 717b) not later than 30 days after 
the later of— 

(1) the conclusion of the review to site, 
construct, expand, or operate the LNG facili-
ties required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S. C. 4321 et seq.); or 

(2) the date of enactment of this Act. 
(b) CONCLUSION OF REVIEW.—For purposes 

of subsection (a), review required by the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
shall be considered concluded— 

(1) for a project requiring an Environ-
mental Impact Statement, 30 days after pub-
lication of a Final Environmental Impact 
Statement; 

(2) for a project for which an Environ-
mental Assessment has been prepared, 30 
days after publication by the Department of 
Energy of a Finding of No Significant Im-
pact; and 

(3) upon a determination by the lead agen-
cy that an application is eligible for a cat-
egorical exclusion pursuant National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 implementing 
regulations. 

(c) JUDICIAL ACTION.—(1) The United States 
Court of Appeals for the circuit in which the 
export facility will be located pursuant to an 
application described in subsection (a) shall 
have original and exclusive jurisdiction over 
any civil action for the review of— 

(A) an order issued by the Department of 
Energy with respect to such application; or 

(B) the Department of Energy’s failure to 
issue a final decision on such application. 

(2) If the Court in a civil action described 
in paragraph (1) finds that the Department of 
Energy has failed to issue a final decision on 
the application as required under subsection 
(a), the Court shall order the Department of 
Energy to issue such final decision not later 
than 30 days after the Court’s order. 

(3) The Court shall set any civil action 
brought under this subsection for expedited 
consideration and shall set the matter on the 
docket as soon as practical after the filing 
date of the initial pleading. 
SEC. 3. PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF EXPORT DES-

TINATIONS. 
Section 3 of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 

717b) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(g) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF LNG EXPORT 
DESTINATIONS.—As a condition for approval 
of any authorization to export LNG, the Sec-
retary of Energy shall require the applicant 
to publicly disclose the specific destination 
or destinations of any such authorized LNG 
exports.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 48, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. WHITFIELD) 
and the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. PALLONE) each will control 30 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 351. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 351, the LNG Permitting Cer-
tainty and Transparency Act sponsored 
by Congressman BILL JOHNSON of Ohio. 

All of us recognize that the economy 
in the U.S. has been sputtering. We 
have had great advancements in tech-
nology, however, and innovation in hy-
draulic fracturing and horizontal drill-
ing have led America to become the 
number one natural gas producing na-
tion in the world. 

Our natural gas output has rapidly 
increased since 2005 and is expected to 
continue rising in the decades ahead in 
response to growing demand. Plentiful 
natural gas is helping many domestic 
energy producers and manufacturers 
and is spurring new investment and job 
growth here in America. 

The Committee on Energy and Com-
merce has held multiple hearings and 
forums to discuss the domestic growth 
in natural gas production and its po-
tential impact on trade, geopolitics, 
and energy production and consump-
tion in America. 

We now have the opportunity to 
bring more of this critical energy re-
source to other parts of the world while 
stimulating our energy security, eco-
nomic growth, and foreign policy. 

I might add that over the last year, 
many of us have been really surprised 
by the number of representatives from 
other countries in Europe and around 
the world who are pleading with Amer-
ica to export their natural gas so that 
those countries are not as dependent 
upon countries like Russia and others. 

I might also add that, in 2012, the De-
partment of Energy commissioned a re-
port by NERA Economic Consulting to 
assess the economic impacts of LNG 
exports. NERA recently updated this 
study to include the most current pro-
jections from the Energy Information 
Administration. 

Like the 2012 study, the update found 
that U.S. LNG exports will bring wide-
spread economic benefits, touching 
many parts of our economy, and that 
those benefits would consistently in-
crease as exports increase. 

The NERA study also found that the 
construction of new LNG export 
projects is estimated to put up to 45,000 
unemployed Americans back to work. I 
might also add that this legislation 
does not in any way change anything 
that FERC has responsibility for in ap-
proving siting of these natural gas 
pipelines and facilities for export, so 
we are not affecting in any way any en-
vironmental aspects of it. 

I might also say that the reason this 
bill is being introduced is because we 
think that the Department of Energy 
has been dragging its feet a little bit. 
They have responsibility over the com-
modity of the natural gas, and they 
have to go through a process. This leg-
islation also applies only to non-free 
trade agreements that the U.S. deals 
with. 

Since 2010, the Department of Energy 
has issued a final decision on five of 
the 37 applications to export LNG to 
countries where the U.S. does not have 
a free trade agreement. 
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