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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, Sovereign of our Na-
tion and Lord of our lives, thank You
for infusing us with the confidence that
You order our steps each day.

Give our lawmakers courage and a
strong resolve to glorify Your Name, as
they trust the unfolding of Your loving
providence. As they remember what
You have already done to bless this Na-
tion, inspire them to march con-
fidently toward tomorrow’s difficulties
with a total dependence on Your power.
May they recommit themselves each
day to faithfully fulfilling the awesome
responsibility You have entrusted to
them. Lord, be their strength and
shield this day and always.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.

CAPITO). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

Mr. HATCH. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

Senate

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I move to proceed to H.R. 240.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 5, H.R.
240, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2015, and for other
purposes.

The

CLOTURE MOTION
Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I sent a cloture motion to the desk.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 240, making appro-
priations for the Department of Homeland
Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015.

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Richard
Burr, Jerry Moran, John Thune, John-
ny Isakson, Marco Rubio, Roy Blunt,
Pat Roberts, Deb Fischer, John Booz-
man, David Vitter, Tim Scott, Roger F.
Wicker, Richard C. Shelby, Michael B.
Enzi, Rand Paul.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that mnotwithstanding rule
XXII, the mandatory quorum be waived
and that the vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture occur at 2:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, February 3. I further ask that if
the motion to invoke cloture is agreed
to, all postcloture time be yielded back
and the Senate proceed to a vote on the
motion to proceed to the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEASURES CONSIDERED BY THE SENATE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
the Senate’s passage of the Keystone
jobs bill is great news for the American
people. The Senate will soon turn its
attention to a few different matters.

First, we will be voting on a bipar-
tisan measure that has been cham-
pioned by the Chairs of the Veterans’
Affairs and Armed Services Commit-
tees.

We lose thousands of our heroes
every year to suicide. It is a tragic sit-
uation. Senators MCCAIN and ISAKSON
are leading efforts to do something
about it. Their legislation would pro-
vide more of the mental health and sui-
cide prevention support our Veterans
deserve. The measure already passed
unanimously through the House of
Representatives. Now we hope for a bi-
partisan outcome on the Senate floor.

The same should also be said of a sec-
ond piece of legislation we will con-
sider. It is a debate that will challenge
our colleagues on the other side with a
simple proposition. Do they think
Presidents of either party should have
the power to simply ignore laws they
don’t like? Will our Democratic col-
leagues work with us to defend key
democratic ideals such as the separa-
tion of powers and the rule of law or
will they stand tall with the idea that
partisan exercises of raw power are
good things?

The House-passed bill we will con-
sider would do two things. It would
fund the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and rein in Executive overreach.
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