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Send Your spirit upon the Members
of this people’s House to encourage
them in their official tasks. Be with
them and with all who labor here to
serve this great Nation and its people.

Assure them that whatever their re-
sponsibilities, You provide the grace to
enable them to be faithful to their du-
ties and the wisdom to be conscious of
their obligations and fulfill them with
integrity.

Remind us all of the dignity of work
and teach us to use our talents and
abilities in ways that are honorable
and just and are of benefit to those we
serve.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxxX) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

JOHN LOCKE FOUNDATION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this month
marks 25 years since John Hood and
Marc Rotterman founded the John
Locke Foundation with the help of Art
Pope and the John William Pope Foun-
dation.

While its beginnings may have been
small, the John Locke Foundation
quickly made an impact, and today, it
is the leading voice in North Carolina
for free markets, limited government,
and personal responsibility.

This silver jubilee represents a
changing of the guard for the organiza-
tion. After nearly 20 years at its helm,
founder John Hood has taken a new
role as president of the Pope Founda-
tion. He leaves the John Locke Foun-
dation in the very capable hands of
Kory Swanson, who has been a central
figure in the growth and influence of
the organization over the last 15 years.

The future is bright at the John
Locke Foundation, and the people of
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North Carolina are the beneficiaries
and are grateful.

REPEAL OF THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT FOR THE 56TH TIME

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is week
five for the new Congress—and it hap-
pens to be Groundhog Day—and my Re-
publican colleagues, unfortunately, I
think, are still stuck in the shadow of
their extreme agenda.

Instead of taking up a jobs bill or an
infrastructure bill or a minimum wage
bill to give working families bigger
paychecks, they have again decided
this week, for the 56th time, to take up
repeal of the Affordable Care Act.

Never mind that repealing the ACA
in this House would take away insur-
ance for millions of individuals or raise
insurance premiums on working fami-
lies or allow insurance companies to
once again discriminate against those
who have preexisting medical condi-
tions.

This extreme bill we know will never
see the light of day or become law,
however. Similar bills were dead on ar-
rival the first time that the Speaker
brought it up, and it is not going any-
where this time.

This vote, pandering to the most ex-
treme voices at the expense of a jobs
bill or the first vote on a national man-
ufacturing plan or the first vote to re-
pair our crumbling roads and bridges,
takes away the time to deal with those
important issues and continues this
House on the road to another repeal of
the ACA.

————

COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND SEXUAL SERVITUDE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, human sex trafficking
continues to be a major problem plagu-
ing both America and countries around
the globe.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity cumulatively estimates there are
approximately 1.4 million victims of
sexual servitude at any one time on an
international scale; furthermore, the
FBI has estimated that over 300,000
American children are at risk of sexual
exploitation and trafficking annually.

Last week, the House moved forward
on several pieces of legislation aimed
at preventing and combating this hor-
rific fact. I am proud to have cospon-
sored and voted in favor of several bills
last week which diverted more finan-
cial and labor-intensive resources to
countering these atrocities.

These bills include H.R. 514, the
Human Trafficking Prioritization Act,
and H.R. 469, the Strengthening Child
Welfare Response to Trafficking Act,
among others. Each of these bills
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passed with overwhelming bipartisan
support and will be commonsense steps
in the path towards shutting down
these operations.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support fur-
ther actions that will further protect
these vulnerable populations.

———
RECOGNIZING ANGELA DANISON

(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mrs. Angela
Danison, a third grade teacher at
Chassell Elementary School, as the
Michigan Teacher of the Year. On be-
half of all residents of northern Michi-
gan, I wish to congratulate Mrs.
Danison on earning this honorable dis-
tinction.

Loved by her students, fellow teach-
ers, and school administrators, Mrs.
Danison’s dedication to teaching chil-
dren is a credit to her hard work and
attention to her students. Mrs. Danison
decided that she wanted to help the
next generation while she was still a
high school student herself. She turned
this dream into a successful, lifelong
teaching career.

On receiving the award, Mrs. Danison
modestly stated the following:

Educators work so hard, and there is a lot
of time where you just don’t feel worthy be-
cause there are a lot of other dedicated peo-
ple working around you.

Mr. Speaker, I submit to you that
Mrs. Danison is certainly a worthy re-
cipient, and I applaud her hard work
and dedication.

————
REMEMBERING VICKY CHAMBERS

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I rise with great sadness to
express the loss of a true public serv-
ant.

Longtime Lula councilwoman and
Mayor Pro Tem Vicky Chambers sus-
tained serious injuries when a drunk
driver hit her car head-on on January
18. Tragically, Vicky succumbed to her
injuries several days later.

She served Hall County and Banks
County in many capacities for well
over a decade, including years on the
Lula City Council. Vicky was well
known for her volunteer activity. She
generously gave her time to the Lula
Area Betterment Association, the Lula
Downtown Development Authority,
Hall County and Banks County ceme-
tery restoration, area animal rescue,
and the Lula Historical Society.

Lula will miss Vicky’s compassion,
her optimism, and smiling face, but her
legacy will live on in the northeast
Georgia town she clearly loved.

My wife, Lisa—whose home town is
Lula—and I express our extended
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heartfelt prayers and condolences to
Vicky’s family, friends, and colleagues
during this very difficult time.

It is in tragedies like this that we re-
member public servants serve first
those around us, and when they are
gone, they are missed.

Vicky, we will miss you.

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE
PRESIDENT—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114-3)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

After a breakthrough year for Amer-
ica, our economy is growing and cre-
ating jobs at the fastest pace since
1999, and in 58 months we have created
over 11 million jobs. Our unemploy-
ment rate is now lower than it was be-
fore the financial crisis. More of our
kids are graduating than ever before.
More of our people are insured than
ever before. We are as free from the
grip of foreign oil as we’ve been in al-
most 30 years. Thanks to the hard
work, resilience, and determination of
the American people over the last six
years, the shadow of crisis has passed.

With a growing economy, shrinking
deficits, bustling industry, and boom-
ing energy production, we have risen
from recession freer to write our own
future than any other Nation on Earth.
It’s now up to us to choose what kind
of country we want to be over the next
15 years, and for decades to come. Will
we accept an economy where pros-
perity belongs to a few and opportunity
remains out of reach for too many? Or
will we commit ourselves to an econ-
omy that generates rising incomes and
chances for everyone who makes the ef-
fort?

Over the last six years, we’ve seen
that middle-class economic works.
We’ve reaffirmed one of our most fun-
damental values as Americans: that
this country does best when everyone
gets their fair shot, does their fair
share, and plays by the same set of
rules.

The ideas I offer in this Budget are
designed to bring middle-class econom-
ics into the 21st Century. These pro-
posals are practical, not partisan.
They’ll help working families feel more
secure with paychecks that go further,
help American workers upgrade their
skills, so they can compete for higher-
paying jobs, and help create the condi-
tions for our businesses to keep gener-
ating good new jobs for our workers to
fill. The Budget will do these things
while fulfilling our most basic respon-
sibility to keep Americans safe. We
will make these investments and end
the harmful spending cuts known as se-
questration, by cutting inefficient
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spending, and closing tax loopholes. We
will also put our Nation on a more sus-
tainable fiscal path by achieving $1.8
trillion in deficit reduction, primarily
from reforms in health programs, our
tax code, and immigration.

First, middle-class economics means
helping working families afford the
cornerstones of economic security:
child care, college, health care, a
home, and retirement. We will help
working families tackle the high costs
of child care and make ends meet by
tripling the maximum child care credit
for middle-class families with young
children, increasing it to up to $3,000
per child, expanding child care assist-
ance to all eligible low-income families
with children under four by the end of
10 years, and making preschool avail-
able to all four-year-olds.

The Budget also provides middle-
class families more flexibility at work
by encouraging States to develop paid
family leave programs. Today, we’re
the only advanced country on Earth
that doesn’t guarantee paid sick leave
or paid maternity leave to our workers.
Forty-three million workers have no
paid sick leave, which forces too many
parents to make the gut-wrenching
choice between a paycheck and a sick
kid at home. It’s time to change that.
For many families in today’s economy,
having both parents in the workforce
isn’t a luxury, it’s an economic neces-
sity.

Second, middle-class economics
means making sure more Americans
have the chance to earn the skills and
education they need to keep earning
higher wages down the road. The Budg-
et calls for new investments and inno-
vation that will expand preschool and
invest in high-quality early education
for America’s youngest learners, pro-
vide more help to disadvantaged stu-
dents and the schools that serve them,
better prepare and support teachers,
and transform our high schools so they
help all students graduate prepared for
college and career.

In a 21st Century economy that re-
wards knowledge more than ever, our
efforts must reach higher than high
school. By the end of this decade, two-
thirds of job openings will require some
higher education, and no American
should be priced out of the education
they need. Over the course of my Ad-
ministration, we have increased Pell
Grants, and the Budget continues to
ensure that they will keep pace with
inflation over time. The Budget also
includes a bold new plan to bring down
the cost of community college tuition
for responsible students, to zero. Forty
percent of college students attend com-
munity college; some to learn a par-
ticular skill, others as a path to a four-
year degree. It is time for two years of
college to become as free and universal
in America as high school is today.

Even as we help give our students the
chance to succeed, we also must work
together to give our workers the
chance to retool. Last year, the Con-
gress came together and passed impor-
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tant improvements to the Nation’s job
training system with the bipartisan
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act. To build on this progress, the pro-
posals in this Budget support more in-
person career counseling for unem-
ployed workers and double the number
of workers receiving training through
the workforce development system. My
plan would also expand the successful
‘‘learn-as-you-earn’’ approaches that
our European counterparts use success-
fully by investing in the expansion of
registered apprenticeships that allow
workers to learn new skills while they
are earning a paycheck. The Budget
would also ensure that training leads
to high-quality jobs by investing in
projects that feature strong employer
partnerships, include work-based learn-
ing, and develop new employer-vali-
dated credentials.

As we welcome home a new genera-
tion of returning heroes, the Budget
makes sure they have the chance to
live the American Dream they helped
defend. It invests in the five pillars I
have outlined to support our Nation’s
veterans: providing the resources and
funding they deserve; ensuring high-
quality and timely health care; getting
veterans their earned benefits quickly
and efficiently; ending veteran home-
lessness; and helping veterans and
their families get good jobs, education,
and access to affordable housing.

Third, middle-class economics means
creating the kind of environment that
helps businesses start here, stay here,
and hire here. We want to build on the
growth we have seen in the manufac-
turing sector, where more than 750,000
new jobs have been created over the
last 58 months. To create jobs, con-
tinue growth in the industry, and
strengthen America’s leadership in ad-
vanced manufacturing technology, the
Budget funds a national network of 45
manufacturing institutes, building on
the nine already funded through 2015.
As part of the manufacturing initia-
tive, the Budget also launches a Scale-
Up Fund, funded through a public-pri-
vate partnership to help ensure that if
a technology is invented in the United
States, it can be made in the United
States. The Budget proposes an invest-
ment fund to help startup companies
produce the goods they have developed.
Taken together, these investments will
help ensure that America keeps mak-
ing things the rest of the world wants
to buy and will also help create manu-
facturing jobs for the future.

Our Nation thrives when we are lead-
ing the world with cutting-edge tech-
nology in manufacturing, infrastruc-
ture, clean energy, and other growing
fields. That is why the Budget includes
investments in cutting-edge advanced
manufacturing research—to make sure
we are leading the way in creating
technology that supports our manufac-
turing sector; biomedical research—
like our BRAIN initiative, which stud-
ies the brain to offer new insight into
diseases like Alzheimer’s, and Preci-
sion Medicine, which can improve
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