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Obama made his choice in November. 
Now it is time for us to make ours. 

The President chose to sidestep Con-
gress, and in the process to avoid de-
bate and to rewrite our immigration 
laws on his own. Now we must decide: 
Are we going to be a deliberative body 
or are we going to be a rubberstamp for 
the President’s agenda, whoever the 
President is happens to be in power, 
whether it is now or years from now? 
Are we going to be that kind of legisla-
tive body that just rubberstamps what 
the President does, or are we going to 
exercise our prerogative as an inde-
pendent coordinate branch of this gov-
ernment to make sure our laws are 
faithfully and carefully executed in a 
manner consistent not only with the 
wishes of the people but also with the 
formula prescribed by the Constitu-
tion? Are we going to acquiesce to an 
Executive who disregards the bound-
aries of his office, or are we going to 
stand up for the rule of law and for the 
will of the American people? 

I choose the latter. I urge my col-
leagues to choose the latter. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in voting to at 
least begin debate on H.R. 240. This is 
a debate the American people have 
been waiting for Congress to have for 
far too long. If not now, when? The 
time is now. We need to get on this 
bill. We need to debate it. We need to 
allow our constituents to be heard. 

The American people have a will, and 
that will is expressed though regular 
elections. Those elections choose those 
people who occupy seats in this Cham-
ber and in the House of Representa-
tives. We must represent them. We 
must do so in a manner fully con-
sistent with the oath that every one of 
us has taken as required by article VI 
of the Constitution. We can begin to do 
that by voting to proceed to H.R. 240 
tomorrow. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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CLAY HUNT SAV ACT 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, last 
night tens of millions of Americans 
watched the Super Bowl, a game that 
has become a national tradition, some-
thing of an American holiday—and for 
good reason. Competition, grit, and 
hard work can bring out the best in all 
of us. But not all Americans were 
watching. 

Last night, just like every other 
night of the year, there were young 
American men and women, humbly and 
without complaint, shouldering the 
burden of protecting their follow citi-
zens from harm. Some were doing this 
overseas, in places both familiar and 

unfamiliar to us. Others were here in 
America doing the hard training that 
is necessary to hone their warrior 
skills to protect us. 

I had the privilege of being with 
thousands of these fine young Ameri-
cans last night at the Army’s National 
Training Center, the NTC, at Fort 
Irwin, CA. Just as in the Super Bowl, 
they were on the field engaged in fierce 
competition, force-on-force operations, 
as part of some of the best, most chal-
lenging military training anywhere in 
the world. 

But unlike the Super Bowl, there 
were no winners or losers last night— 
just winners. Among the participants 
at NTC are 3,000 soldiers from a battle- 
hardened Army Stryker brigade based 
in Fairbanks, AK, along with hundreds 
of paratroopers from other military 
bases across Alaska. I felt immense 
pride in watching them train last 
night. 

These young men and women, volun-
teers all, selflessly stand ready to fight 
and give their lives for our great coun-
try. With all due respect to my distin-
guished colleagues from New England 
who are deservedly celebrating today, 
it is very important to keep in mind 
that America’s true patriots were on 
the field last night in places such as 
Fort Irwin, Baghdad, and Kabul. 

We have an important opportunity to 
honor their service tomorrow as we 
prepare to vote on a bipartisan bill to 
make sure the patriots in our military 
have the resources and care that can 
help them fight the despair of suicide. 
Tomorrow we vote on the Clay Hunt 
Suicide Prevention for American Vet-
erans Act, which I was proud to cospon-
sor and help pass out of the Veteran’s 
Affairs Committee. 

This bill is named for a true Amer-
ican hero, a decorated Marine who 
fought in Afghanistan and Iraq and 
who struggled with despair and ulti-
mately took his own life. This bill will 
start to bring greater awareness and 
services to the devastation that too 
many of our finest fall sway to. I en-
courage all of my distinguished col-
leagues to vote for this bill tomorrow 
so we can get it on the President’s desk 
for his signature as soon as possible. 

A vote tomorrow will be a vote for 
Clay Hunt, for his courageous family, 
and for all the families and their loved 
ones who have lost someone to the na-
tional tragedy of suicide. 

This will be a vote for my State, 
Alaska, which proudly boasts the high-
est number of veterans per capita in 
the United States but, sadly, has the 
highest rates of suicide in our country. 
This is also a personal vote for me. It 
is a story I do not share often or light-
ly. As an officer in the Marine Corps, 
both on Active Duty and in the Re-
serve, I have personally witnessed the 
struggles, at times tragic, that some of 
our service men and women undergo. 

The suicide of a young Alaskan ma-
rine under my command still haunts 
me. You always wonder: Could I have 
done more? With the proper awareness 

and resources this marine might be 
alive today. That is why we need legis-
lation such as the Clay Hunt bill. When 
I cast my vote tomorrow, it will be a 
vote for all of our veterans but particu-
larly for the families who have suffered 
the unspeakable pain of suicide. 

This is a good bill. It is a good start. 
As my distinguished colleague from 
Connecticut calls it, this bill is a down-
payment on our debt to our veterans. It 
will not solve all the problems they 
face, including rates of suicide among 
veterans that are far too high in this 
country. But it is an important begin-
ning. I ask my colleagues to vote for 
this bill tomorrow. 

I yield the floor. 
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CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CONGREGATION NER 
TAMID 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
in celebration of the 40th anniversary 
of Congregation Ner Tamid in Hender-
son, NV. With its strong commitment 
to serving others, Congregation Ner 
Tamid is an integral and deeply valued 
part of the Las Vegas community. 

As the largest Reform synagogue in 
the State of Nevada, with a member-
ship of more than 600 families, Con-
gregation Ner Tamid is an important 
center for the Jewish community. For 
decades, the congregation has provided 
opportunities for religious education to 
members of all ages and helped sustain 
important Jewish traditions that have 
been practiced for centuries. At the 
same time, Congregation Ner Tamid 
has worked to develop strong, inter-
faith relationships with other commu-
nities in southern Nevada. Congrega-
tion Ner Tamid hosted the Interfaith 
Council of Southern Nevada’s annual 
Thanksgiving observance this past No-
vember, bringing together people with 
diverse spiritual views in a unified 
commitment to mutual understanding 
and cooperation. 

In particular, I appreciate the value 
Congregation Ner Tamid places on 
serving others and working to improve 
the Las Vegas community. Congrega-
tion Ner Tamid is committed to help-
ing the homeless, engaging in impor-
tant political discussions, and pro-
viding support to individuals and fami-
lies through a variety of programs and 
events. 

I extend my congratulations to Con-
gregation Ner Tamid on this important 
anniversary, and I thank Rabbi San-
ford Akselrad, Cantor Jessica 
Hutchings, president Jacky Rosen, and 
the past presidents of Congregation 
Ner Tamid for their leadership and 
dedication. 

f 

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 
FUND 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to engage in a col-
loquy with Senator WYDEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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