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also affirms the sense of the Congress that by
2024, the gas tax should be repealed and re-
placed with a more sustainable funding
source. My second piece of legislation, the
Road Usage Charge Pilot Program Act, pro-
vides research funding for states to explore a
transition away from the gas tax to a system
based on vehicle miles travelled (VMT). Such
a Road Usage Charge system would be more
fair, a more accurate reflection of road use,
and more sustainable for the long term, as
fuel efficiency increases and hybrid and elec-
tric vehicles rise in popularity. Questions re-
main about how best to implement such a sys-
tem, collect revenue, and address privacy con-
cerns. Congress should encourage states to
answer these questions through pilot projects.
This legislation, instead of tying America’s
transportation system to the past, paves the
way for the future.

Addressing the infrastructure deficit, stabi-
lizing transportation funding, and helping
America’s all-too-slow economic recovery is
critical if we want a livable and economically
prosperous country in the years to come. All
we need to make it happen is a commitment
to build the future together.

———

RECOGNIZING MAJOR KRISTEN
CLARK CASTONGUAY

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today |
offer congratulations to Major Kristen Clark
Castonguay on her recent promotion as an of-
ficer in the United States Air Force. A grad-
uate of Neshaminy High School in Langhorne,
Bucks County, and Syracuse University, New
York, Major Castonguay also holds a master’s
degree in aerospace engineering from Penn-
sylvania State University. Kristen’s father,
David Clark, and her uncle, Terry Clark, an Air
Force veteran, inspired her to explore her in-
terest in rockets and space exploration. Major
Castonguay believes she was called to serve
for the greater good of the country and wanted
to be a part of something bigger than herself.
She was commissioned as an Air Force officer
in 2004 and subsequently served on active
duty in various Air Force bases in space pro-
pulsion and engineering supervisory positions.
Major Castonguay currently teaches Rocket
Propulsion and Space System Lab in the
aerospace engineering department of the
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland. | gratefully acknowledge Major
Kristen Clark Castonguay’s dedication and
many contributions to our country. She has set
an example of diligence and duty and service
for others to follow. Once again, | am pleased
to offer my congratulations on her outstanding
achievements and wish her continued suc-
cess.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on January
28, 2015 | missed recorded votes #49-50 as
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| was returning from the presidential delega-
tion to India to support this important partner-
ship between our two countries.

| would like to reflect how | would have
voted if | were here.

On Roll Call #49 | would have voted yes

On Roll Call #50 | would have voted no

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
51 | had an unavoidable conflict. Had | been
present, | would have voted aye.

———

HOUSTON, TEXAS RECOGNIZES IN-
AUGURAL  MISSING PERSONS
DAY

HON. TED POE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, Feb-
ruary 3, 2015, we recognize Missing Persons
Day in Houston, Texas.

There are few situations harder than when
a family member or friend disappears.

We cannot forget each and every person
missing from our community.

And help families, law enforcement, and
community organizations raise awareness.

Today, we keep the hope alive that young
people like Ali Lowitzer will return home.

Today is Ali’s 21st birthday.

She went missing almost 5 years ago in
April 2010 nearby her home in Spring, Texas.

She got off the bus after school and headed
to work.

And she hasn’t been heard from since.

Her family will not stop until she is found.

We join them in staying vigilant.

Citizens should report sightings and sus-
picious activity to law enforcement, Crime
Stoppers or the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children.

All of these groups are partners in solving
crimes.

One never knows when a report will end in
a missing person returning to their family.

Ali’'s mother, Jo Ann, and her family are to
be commended for raising the profile on this
serious issue in Houston and providing sup-
port to other families.

We pray that Ali’'s mother, father, and broth-
er and all those whose loved ones are missing
will soon be reunited as a complete family.

And that’s just the way it is.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present during roll call vote numbers 51, 52,
and 53 on February 2, 2015, due to a flight
cancellation.
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| would like to reflect how | would have
voted:

On roll call vote no. 51 | would have voted
YES.

On roll call vote no. 52 | would have voted
YES.

On roll call vote no. 53 | would have voted
YES.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS
EQUAL ACCESS ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, |
am introducing the bipartisan Veterans Equal
Access Act along with my colleagues DANA
ROHRABACHER, WALTER JONES, JUSTIN AMASH,
Tom REED, RICHARD HANNA, DINA TITUS, SAM
FARR and JARED PoLIS, which will allow Vet-
erans Health Administration physicians to rec-
ommend medical marijuana to their patients in
states where it is legal.

Twenty-three states and the District of Co-
lumbia have passed laws that provide for legal
access to medical marijuana. As a result, well
over one million patients across the country,
including many veterans, now use medical
marijuana at the recommendation of their phy-
sician to treat conditions ranging from sei-
zures, glaucoma, anxiety, chronic pain, and
nausea.

There are also nine states and the District
of Columbia that now allow physicians to rec-
ommend medical marijuana for the symptoms
of Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS), due to a
growing body of anecdotal evidence sug-
gesting that marijuana offers relief when noth-
ing else has.

While outdated federal barriers often pre-
vent the research necessary to develop mari-
juana into an FDA approved drug, states have
heard from their citizens, including veterans
suffering from PTS, that marijuana is helping
them now, and have adjusted their laws.

Despite this growing state availability of
medical marijuana, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) prohibits VA medical pro-
viders from completing forms brought by their
patients seeking recommendations or opinions
regarding participation in a state marijuana
program.

The Veterans Equal Access Act would re-
quire the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to au-
thorize physicians and other health care work-
ers employed by the VA to provide rec-
ommendations and opinions regarding the par-
ticipation of a veteran in a state medical mari-
juana program. This includes authorizing them
to fill out any forms involved in the process of
recommending medical marijuana.

Veterans should not be forced outside of the
VA system to seek a treatment that is legal in
their state. VA physicians should not be de-
nied the ability to offer a recommendation they
think may meet the needs of their patient. |
hope my colleagues will join me in supporting
this effort.
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HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
no. 52, had | been present, | would have
voted Yes.

———

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF EULESS CITY MANAGER
GARY McKAMIE

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Gary McKamie who retired as the
Euless City Manager on January 31, 2015.
Gary has spent the last 42 years serving the
City of Euless, and | am privileged to highlight
his astonishing career.

Gary McKamie began his career with the
City of Euless in 1973 as a public safety dis-
patcher. He worked in several positions in the
Euless Police Department where he rose
through the ranks as a Patrol Officer, Detec-
tive, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Assistant Police
Chief and, ultimately, as Chief of Police for six
years beginning in 1993.

As the Chief of Police, Gary McKamie was
instrumental in executing several community
projects which included the passage of the
criminal tax, establishment of the Citizen’s Po-
lice Academy, conducting town hall meetings
and assisting with the development of the po-
lice and courts facility.

In 1999, Gary McKamie became the Deputy
City Manager in Euless and served in that ca-
pacity for eight years. He was then appointed
City Manager in 2007. As City Manager, Gary
oversaw major commercial development
projects in Euless including Glade Parks and
the Riverwalk. Both projects were successfully
completed to maintain the charm of the com-
munity while protecting the natural scenery
that defines Euless. He led significant initia-
tives to improve water conservation, such as
the Reclaimed Water Project, which delivers
recycled water for irrigation use in northeast
Euless. During his tenure as City Manager,
Gary was successful in maintaining a conserv-
ative budget, allowing Euless to remain in a
strong financial position.

Gary McKamie and his wife, Paula, have
been married for 40 years. They have three
sons: Blake, Brant and Blane, and six grand-
children: Kylar, Kaylee, Kelsie, Jaxon, Addie
and Annabelle.

Gary McKamie’s leadership in Euless will be
missed, but his impact on the city will always
be remembered. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to ask all of my distinguished colleagues to
join me in thanking Gary McKamie for his 42
years of public service with the City of Euless.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
52 | was unable to vote because my flight was
cancelled due to inclement weather. Had |
been present, | would have voted yes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM
OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2015
Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.

52 | had an unavoidable conflict. Had | been
present, | would have voted AYE.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 80TH
BIRTHDAY OF MAJOR GENERAL
[RET.] GERALD G. WATSON

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize my friend, Major Gen-
eral (Ret.) Gerald G. Watson, in honor of his
80th birthday.

Watson graduated from Trinity University
with a Bachelor of Science degree in chem-
istry. He was designated a distinguished mili-
tary graduate and received a regular Army
commission in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps.
He went on to earn a Master of Science in lo-
gistics systems analysis from the Air Force In-
stitute of Technology. His military education in-
cluded the Artillery Officers Basic Course, the
Chemical Officers Advanced Course, the Army
Command and General Staff College and the
U.S. Army War College.

During Watson’s extensive military career,
he served as the first chemical operations offi-
cer in the Military Assistance Command in
Vietnam, where he directed the U.S. Air Force
“Ranch Hand” operations, involving the chem-
ical defoliation program. Most of his missions
were flown in a craft nicknamed “Patches,”
due to the vessel having endured more than
500 direct hits from enemy ground fire. Under
his leadership, the defoliation program suc-
cessfully resulted in over a 90 percent reduc-
tion in ambushes from Vietcong forces in
South Vietnam.

Watson directed the construction and oper-
ation of the first two large scale chemical
weapons demilitarization facilities while serv-
ing as Commander of Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal. During this time, 7,000 tons of chemical
warfare agents were successfully destroyed.

He oversaw the development of the Army’s
plan for the destruction of its biological weap-
ons stockpile. Later, he served as Program
Manager to see the plans be carried out and
the biological weapons sufficiently eliminated.

In the office of the Army’s deputy Chief-of-
Staff for Operations, Watson spearheaded the
re-establishment of the U.S. Army Chemical
Corps while acting as Director of the Nuclear,

February 3, 2015

Biological and Chemical Operations Division.
He also served as the Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral for the U.S. Army, where he contributed
greatly to the Army’s world-wide readiness.

Following that assignment, Watson was pro-
moted to Brigadier General, and assigned as
the Commandant, U.S. Army Chemical School
where he was responsible for the development
of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps’ operational
doctrine and material requirements. As Com-
manding General, he was responsible for the
officer and enlisted personnel training activities
to include the approval of the first chemical
live agent training facility in the free world.
During this time, he was responsible for con-
ducting officer and enlisted basic and ad-
vanced training for approximately 3,000 offi-
cers, 25,000 NCOs and enlisted personnel per
ear.

y Selected to be the Director of the Defense
Nuclear Agency in 1989, Watson was respon-
sible for conducting underground nuclear
weapons tests to determine the equipment
and personnel’s survivability and vulnerability
to withstand the environment created by nu-
clear weapons.

Watson served as General Manager and
President of Teledyne-Commodore LLC after
retiring from active duty. From 1998-2009, he
acted as senior advisor to the Vice President
for Research at Auburn University. He has
served on the Board of Directors of Science
Engineering Services, Inc., as well as the
Board of Directors of the Community Founda-
tion of Calhoun County. General Watson has
also completed his third term as a member of
the Vestry of St. Michael's and All Angels in
Anniston, Alabama.

Currently, he continues to serve as a senior
consultant in a range of issues including do-
mestic preparedness, fuel cell technology,
chemical and biological sensors, automotive
manufacturing technology and canine olfactory
technology. Watson is engaged in support of
areas relating to the domestic preparedness of
first responders and to acts of terrorism involv-
ing weapons of mass destruction.

Although his birthday is on February 19th, a
surprise celebration will be held on February
21st at Classic on Noble in Anniston, Ala-
bama.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
Major General (Ret.) Gerald Watson on this
milestone, and thanking him for his out-
standing service to our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to state that | was unable to be in
Washington on February 2nd for votes due to
inclement weather that impacted travel
throughout the Midwest and Northeast.

If I had been able to vote yesterday, | would
have voted as follows:

On passage of H.R. 361, the Medical Pre-
paredness Allowable Use Act, | would have
voted “yea.”

On passage of H.R. 615, the Department of
Homeland Security Interoperable Communica-
tions Act, | would have voted “yea.”

On passage of H.R. 623, the Social Media
Working Group Act of 2015, | would have
voted “yea.”
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