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(3) many United States employers hiring
United States citizens or individuals legally
present in the United States are required to
either offer those persons affordable health
insurance or pay a penalty of approximately
$3,000 per employee per year; and

(4) an employer does not have to provide
insurance, or in many instances pay a pen-
alty, if they hire individuals who were not
lawfully present but who have been granted
deferred action under the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals Program and work au-
thorization.

(b) It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) this disparate treatment has the unac-
ceptable effect of discouraging the hiring of
United States citizens and those in a lawful
immigration status in the United States; and

(2) the Executive Branch should refrain
from pursuing policies, such as granting de-
ferred action under the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals Program and work au-
thorization to unlawfully present individ-
uals, that disadvantage the hiring of United
States citizens and those in a lawful immi-
gration status in the United States.

SEC. 582. It is the sense of the Congress
that the Director of United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
should—

(1) stop putting the interests of aliens who
are unlawfully present in the United States
ahead of the interests of aliens who are fol-
lowing proper immigration laws and proce-
dures by adjudicating petitions and applica-
tions for immigration benefits submitted by
aliens unlawfully present in the United
States. When USCIS adjudicators and re-
sources are used to adjudicate petitions and
applications for aliens who are unlawfully
present, the time it takes to process peti-
tions and applications submitted by other
aliens is significantly increased and a back-
log is created. In addition, it is unfair to use
the fees paid by other aliens to cover the
costs of adjudicating petitions and applica-
tions for aliens unlawfully present in the
United States; and

(2) use the funds available under existing
law to improve services and increase the effi-
ciency of the immigration benefits applica-
tion process for aliens abroad or who are
lawfully present in the United States.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Homeland Security Appropriations Act,
2015,

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 4, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 4, at 10 a.m. in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘“‘Building a
More Secure Cyber Future: Examining
Private Sector Experience with NIST
Framework.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 4, at 2:30 p.m. in room SR-253
of the Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a subcommittee hearing enti-
tled, ‘“The Impacts of Vessel Discharge
Regulations on Our Shipping and Fish-
ing Industries.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet for a joint
hearing with the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee during
the session of the Senate on February
4, 2015 at 10 a.m., in room HVC-210 of
the Capitol Visitor Center, to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘“‘Impacts of the Pro-
posed Waters of the United States Rule
on State and Local Governments.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 4, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-215 Dirksen Senate Office Building,
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘The
President’s Budget for Fiscal Year
2016.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 4, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Ending
Modern Slavery: What is the Best way
Forward?”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 4, 2015, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Deferred Ac-
tion on Immigration: Implications and
Unanswered Questions.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 4, 2015, in room SD-628
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building,
at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

February 4, 2015

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 4, 2015, at 2:00 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 4, 2015, in room SD-562 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Broken Trust: Combating Financial
Exploitation of Vulnerable Seniors.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
ALEXANDER). The majority leader.

(Mr.

CONGRATULATING THE NEW ENG-
LAND PATRIOTS ON THEIR VIC-
TORY IN SUPER BOWL XLIX

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
Committee be discharged from consid-
eration of S. Res. 63 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 63) congratulating the
New England Patriots on their victory in
Super Bowl XLIX.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 63) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of February 3,
2015, under ‘““Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE
CAPITOL ROTUNDA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of H.
Con. Res. 12, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 12)
authorizing the use of the rotunda of the
United States Capitol for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal to
Jack Nicklaus.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.
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