
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E167 February 5, 2015 

SAINT TIMOTHY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH EXPANSION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and admiration that I congratu-
late Saint Timothy Community Church in Gary, 
Indiana, as its congregation and church lead-
ers join together to celebrate the opening of a 
new addition to the church, the Reverend Dr. 
Robert E. Lowery Ministry Center. The con-
gregation, along with Senior Pastor Reverend 
Dr. Alfred Johnson, Assistant Pastor Reverend 
R. E. Robinson, the church staff, and the 
board of trustees led by President Greg 
Jones, will be celebrating the opening of the 
center with a dedication service led by Rev-
erend Johnson on Sunday, February 8, 2015. 

Saint Timothy Community Church was orga-
nized in 1926 and has continued to prosper 
throughout the years. With the deterioration of 
the existing fellowship hall, church leaders, 
board members, and parishioners agreed that 
it was time for a new addition to the church. 
In order to meet the needs of the growing con-
gregation, the new Reverend Dr. Robert E. 
Lowery Ministry Center offers church members 
a variety of amenities geared toward innova-
tive spiritual programs. The new community 
center houses seven classrooms, a nursery, 
small meeting rooms, a study area, a full serv-
ice kitchen, and a banquet hall that seats up 
to 300 people. The center will also be used for 
a variety of events and will be available for 
use by community organizations. 

The new center is dedicated to the memory 
of Reverend Dr. Robert E. Lowery, who min-
istered to Saint Timothy Community Church 
for 49 years. Dr. Lowery was a very well-re-
spected and loved pastor, who earned the ad-
miration of many citizens and community orga-
nizations throughout Northwest Indiana. His 
ministry was not only within the church but ex-
tended to hospitals, nursing homes, and on 
the streets. Dr. Lowery’s remarkable contribu-
tions to Saint Timothy Community Church and 
to the people of Northwest Indiana and be-
yond are worthy of our deepest appreciation. 
His legacy serves as an inspiration to us all. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
Saint Timothy’s Community Church and its 
congregation as they celebrate the opening of 
the Reverend Dr. Robert E. Lowery Ministry 
Center. For their commitment to service, and 
for touching the lives of countless individuals, 
the church leaders, parishioners, and board 
members are worthy of the blessings that 
have been bestowed upon them. 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF LINCOLN COLLEGE 

HON. AARON SCHOCK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to mark 
the 150th anniversary of Lincoln College in 
Lincoln, Illinois, which is celebrating the cre-
ation of its charter on February 8th, 2015. Lin-
coln College is a private liberal arts college 
established in 1865 to fill the need for an insti-
tution of higher learning in central Illinois. 

Lincoln College now has campuses in both 
Lincoln and Normal, Illinois. Lincoln College’s 
mission is to uniquely empower students to re-
alize their full potential. The College’s dedi-
cated faculty and exceptional student services 
produces graduates who are prepared to meet 
the challenges of today’s 21st century econ-
omy. The students and alumni of Lincoln Col-
lege truly live the school motto of ‘‘Experience 
Outstanding’’ through their academic perform-
ance, professional achievements, and commit-
ment to improving their communities. 

Over the last 150 years, Lincoln College has 
become an integral part of the Central Illinois 
higher education community. I am honored to 
represent an institution with such an out-
standing track record in academic, sporting, 
and leadership achievements, and I am proud 
to rise today to congratulate them on their 
sesquicentennial celebration. 

f 

NATIONAL FILTRATION WEEK 2015 
(APRIL 26–MAY 2, 2015) 

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

WHEREAS, pollution and contamination 
prevention are at the heart of national govern-
ment policy and at all levels of government in 
communities, businesses and public aware-
ness; and 

WHEREAS, filtration, separation and coa-
lescing processes have been developed to 
meet the changing needs of all concerned par-
ties for a cleaner and healthier environment; 
and 

WHEREAS, the need for a healthier envi-
ronment is inherent to enrich and shape our 
way of life and address issues across a broad 
spectrum of issues in everyday life; and 

WHEREAS, the filtration, separations and 
coalescing industry consists of highly trained 
and skilled tech-savvy practitioners and pro-
fessionals who constantly provide solutions to 
the industry’s most critical un-met needs; and 

WHEREAS, the industry offers training pro-
grams for industry R&D, product development 
and engineering personnel, it equally seeks to 
inform and provide insight, access and in- 

depth training to end-users seeking an im-
proved environment and quality control to sat-
isfy their needs; and 

WHEREAS, liquid, air and coalescing indus-
try workers, companies and supporters across 
America are celebrating National Filtration 
Week, 

Now, I encourage all suppliers and users of 
filtration, separation and coalescing tech-
nologies in the power generation industry to 
take advantage of opportunities these tech-
nologies offer. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSEPHINE 
‘‘JOSIE’’ BETRAS 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker I rise today 
to honor and celebrate the life of Josephine 
‘‘Josie’’ Betras who passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, February 1, in the presence of her 
family at the Saint Elizabeth Health Center in 
Youngstown, Ohio. Josie was born on January 
20, 1926 to her loving parents John and Ida 
Zidian. As a lifelong resident of the Mahoning 
Valley, Josie attended East High School, and 
shortly after her graduation she worked along-
side her father at the family’s business, the 
John Zidian Grocery Store. 

In 1951, Josie married her husband, Joseph 
Betras. The two were married for 48 wonderful 
years and as a devoted wife she supported 
and encouraged him to pursue his political in-
terest. With her help Joseph built a successful 
law practice, served as a Mahoning County 
Court Judge, and a Boardman Township 
Trustee. Aside from being a dedicated wife 
Josie believed in the importance of being 
civically engaged. As a result she became an 
active member of the Mahoning County Bar 
Auxiliary, the Lebanese Syrian Club, and the 
Mahoning County Democratic Party’s Central 
Committee. She also volunteered for the 
Mahoning County Board of Elections, Saint 
Marons Church, and Saint Marks Ladies Soci-
ety in Liberty, Ohio. 

Josie and Joseph committed their lives to 
their family and were the proud parents of two 
sons, Daryl and David. Her children, grand-
children, and loved ones were her favorite 
topic of conversation and her greatest source 
of pride and joy. Josie was a matriarch in our 
community who delighted in entertaining 
guests with her glorious Lebanese feasts and 
I will forever cherish the times we have shared 
over the years. 

Preceded in death by her husband Joseph; 
parents John and Ida; brothers John, Joseph, 
and Charles; and her sister Freda, Josie’s 
warm and sweet spirit will continue to live on 
through the many hearts and families she has 
touched. Josie is survived by her sons: Daryl 
and David; her brother Ron; her three grand-
children Joseph, Rosie, and Alexander; and a 
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number of nieces and nephews. Our commu-
nity is a much better place to call home be-
cause of Josie’s timeless memory and she will 
be deeply missed. 

f 

HONORING ANDREW CUNNINGHAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Andrew 
Cunningham. Andrew is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
708, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Andrew has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Andrew has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, An-
drew has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Andrew Cunningham for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Black History Month and to pay trib-
ute to two important African Americans from 
Alabama’s First Congressional District. 

While researching the history of some of my 
predecessors, I discovered that two of the ear-
liest African Americans to serve in Congress 
actually represented the First Congressional 
District. Mr. Benjamin S. Turner served in the 
House of Representatives from 1871 to 1873, 
and Mr. Jeremiah Haralson served in the 
House from 1875 to 1877. I believe it is very 
fitting that we take time to recognize the last-
ing impact these individuals had on our area, 
but more importantly the influence they had on 
our nation. 

Both Mr. Turner and Mr. Haralson were 
born into slavery and not provided a quality 
education. These men did not let slavery stop 
them from becoming educated, as both men 
worked hard to self-educate. After being freed 
from slavery, Mr. Turner and Mr. Haralson fol-
lowed different paths to Congress. Mr. Turner 
became a successful businessman in south 
Alabama and was elected tax collector and 
councilman in Dallas County, Alabama. Mr. 
Haralson worked as a farmer and a minister 
before being elected to the Alabama State 
House of Representatives and later the Ala-
bama State Senate. Both men would go on to 
represent the First Congressional District in 
Congress as Republicans, the same seat I 
now hold. 

Mr. Speaker, these men serve as a great 
example and an important reminder about our 

nation’s history. These men remind us of the 
great American ideal that each and every per-
son, regardless of the color of their skin, 
should have an opportunity to achieve their 
dreams. Thanks to the dedication and persist-
ence of men like Mr. Turner and Mr. Haralson, 
today there are 46 black lawmakers serving in 
the 114th Congress, including the first-ever fe-
male, black Republican. 

So during Black History Month, I encourage 
all Americans to take time to reflect on the 
past because looking to the past is the only 
true way to really understand common human-
ity. Let us remember the impact of Represent-
atives Turner and Haralson and the countless 
other African Americans from Southwest Ala-
bama who have made a lasting impact on our 
cities, states, and country. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 596, REPEAL OF THE PA-
TIENT PROTECTION AND AF-
FORDABLE CARE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 596 a bill to repeal the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

This is the 56th attempt by House Repub-
licans to repeal the Affordable Care Act. 

After 55 attempts it was my hope that this 
new Congress would begin its work in a more 
productive manner. We should be addressing 
the need to eliminate sequestration, the impor-
tance of raising the minimum wage, provide 
universal access to child care, and the pas-
sage of a jobs bill that rebuilds our nation’s in-
frastructure. 

Instead we continue to waste precious legis-
lative time on fighting this effort to hurting 
Americans who need affordable, assessable 
and available healthcare. 

The Affordable Care Act is the law of the 
land. Instead of attempting to repeal and un-
dermine this law, we should use our time to 
work together to make improvements where 
necessary and ensure its smooth implementa-
tion. 

Many of those most in need of the 
healthcare coverage provided by the Afford-
able Care Act live in the Districts of many 
members on both sides of this argument. 
Texas, my own state, leads the list of states 
with the highest percentages of uninsured 
residents. 

Those states with the highest percentage of 
uninsured base on a report by the Bureau of 
the Census ‘‘Health Insurance Coverage in the 
United States: 

Texas with 22.1 percent, Florida with 20.0 
percent, Nevada with 20.7 percent, Georgia 
with 18.8 percent, Alaska with 18.5 percent, 
Oklahoma with 17.7 percent, and Arizona with 
17.1 percent. 

The highest concentration of the uninsured 
is the poor. The Affordable Care Act provides 
to states at no cost options for residents to en-
roll in healthcare programs through Medicaid. 
Unfortunately, some states like my state of 
Texas has rejected this important component 
of the Affordable Care Act for those in the 
state in most need of healthcare. 

Other states that have not adopted the pro-
visions of the law that expand Medicaid in-
clude Texas, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, Alaska, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, Kansas, Montana, Idaho, Utah, 
Missouri, Virginia, Wisconsin, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Wyoming and Maine. 

Instead of focusing on protecting and caring 
for the health of our constituents, we are al-
lowing partisan games to interfere with serving 
the best interest of our Districts. 

There are 20 days before enrollment in the 
online Marketplaces will begin, the House ma-
jority is bringing this bill to deter the implemen-
tation of this key provision of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

This latest attempt to prevent implementa-
tion of Obamacare would stop any premium 
tax credits from being provided until the HHS 
Inspector General Office certifies there is a 
program in place that ‘‘successfully and con-
sistently verifies’’ household income and cov-
erage requirements for those applying for 
these credits. 

Conveniently, there is no way that this new 
requirement would be met in a timely fashion 
because the HHS IG office does not have the 
resources, staff or expertise to undertake such 
a certification. Therefore, since the new re-
quirement will likely not be met, the Affordable 
Care Act will be drastically inhibited. 

The impact of the enactment of this GOP 
bill would be to delay millions of qualified 
Americans from getting health coverage. The 
new requirement would deny millions of our 
hard-working constituents from getting the pre-
mium tax credits they are clearly eligible for 
beginning on January 1, 2014. 

This is how the income verification program 
under the HHS regulations works to hinder the 
Affordable Care Act. 

To get tax credits to make their health insur-
ance affordable, individuals will have to submit 
their projected annual household income. 

All income data submitted through the Mar-
ketplaces will be checked with IRS data, So-
cial Security data, and current wage informa-
tion. 

If there is an inconsistency between income 
projection claims and proven past income, the 
Marketplaces will require additional docu-
mentation from applicants. 

In addition, Marketplaces will check em-
ployer coverage information from the applicant 
and their employer against data from the: Of-
fice of Personnel Management and the SHOP 
Marketplaces (where available) as well as 
other data sources approved by HHS to verify 
eligibility for the tax credits. 

If applicant information and other data do 
not match, the Marketplaces will ask for fur-
ther supporting documentation. 

Furthermore, all payments of premium tax 
credits are reconciled by IRS the following 
year. The income data submitted is reconciled 
against the actual wages and health coverage 
information on the individual’s income tax re-
turn. If there is an inconsistency, the applicant 
pays back the excess, subject to statutory 
limit. There is l00% income verification and 
reconciliation on this back-end. 

I cannot understand the continuous rejection 
by the Republicans against the Affordable 
Care act when the idea of everyone paying 
something towards their healthcare was a Re-
publican idea put into practice in the State of 
Massachusetts by the former Republican pres-
idential candidate, Mitt Romney. 
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Instead of focusing on the issues that the 

American people want addressed—we are 
having the same discussion to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act in efforts of my colleagues 
to repeal, obstruct and undermine this law. 
What is even more frustrating is that while 
there is so much energy in trying to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act, there has been no plan 
or suggestions posed on how to replace it. 

I want to once again highlight the benefits of 
the Affordable Care Act so we can once in for 
all end the attempts to try and repeal this law 
that benefits so many Americans. Because of 
the Affordable Care Act, Americans are al-
ready seeing lower costs, better coverage, 
and patient protections that Republicans want 
to repeal: 

13 million Americans benefited from $1.1 
billion in rebates sent to them from their health 
insurance companies last year. 

105 million Americans have access to free 
preventive services, including 71 million Amer-
icans in private plans and 34 million seniors 
on Medicare. 

Millions of women began receiving free cov-
erage for comprehensive women’s preventive 
services in August 2012. 

100 million Americans no longer have a life- 
time limit on healthcare coverage. 

Nearly 17 million children with pre-existing 
conditions can no longer be denied coverage 
by insurers. 

6.6 million young-adults up to age 26 have 
health insurance through their parents’ plan, 
half of whom would be uninsured without this 
coverage. 

6.3 million Seniors in the ‘donut hole’ have 
already saved $6.1 billion on their prescription 
drugs. 

3.2 million Seniors have access to free an-
nual wellness visits under Medicare, and 

360,000 small employers have already 
taken advantage of the Small Business Health 
Care Tax Credit to provide health insurance to 
2 million workers. 

Because of the Affordable Care Act 3.8 mil-
lion people in Texas—including 2.2 million 
seniors on Medicare now receive preventative 
care services. Over 7 million Texans no longer 
have to fear lifetime limits on their healthcare 
insurance. Texas parents of 300,731 young 
adults can sleep easier at night knowing that 
their children can remain on their health insur-
ance until age 26. 

The protection provided by this law is a 
guarantee to 5 million Texas residents that 
their insurance companies will spend 80 per-
cent of their premium dollars on healthcare, or 
customers will get a rebate from their insur-
ance company. 

In my state, there are 4,029 people who had 
no insurance because of pre-existing condi-
tions, but today the Affordable Care Act has 
provided them with access to coverage. The 
Affordable Care Act means that many Texans 
are free of worry about having access to 
healthcare insurance. 

However, the list of benefits from the Afford-
able Care Act is not completed. In 2014, the 
Affordable Care Act’s final provisions will be-
come available to our citizens. Insurance com-
panies will be banned from: discriminating 
against anyone with a pre-existing condition, 
charging higher rates based on gender or 
health status, enforcing lifetime dollar limits, 
enforcing annual dollar limits on health bene-
fits. 

In 2014, access to affordable healthcare for 
the self employed or those who decide to pur-

chase their own coverage will be easier be-
cause of Affordable Insurance Exchanges. 
There will be a one stop marketplace where 
consumers can do what Federal employees 
have done for decades—purchase insurance 
at reasonable rates from an insurer of their 
choice. This will assure that health care con-
sumers can get the care that they need from 
the medical professionals they trust. 

This Congress has work that needs to be 
done, and it has work that should be taken up 
to restore workers, their families and commu-
nities to sound economic health, not play par-
tisan political games. 

I urge my Colleagues to put partisan politics 
aside and join me in voting no on the passage 
of this bill. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, let me thank 
Congressman DONALD PAYNE, Jr. and Con-
gresswoman ROBIN KELLY for hosting this eve-
ning’s Special Order. I appreciate your leader-
ship in organizing this important discussion. 

Today we ask: where we were, where we 
are, and where we are headed. This year, we 
celebrate 50 years from the March in Selma. 
50 years from the signing of the pivotal Voting 
Rights Act. Over that last 50 years, much has 
changed. But the work remains unfinished. 

Fifty years ago, civil rights leaders and con-
cerned citizens marched in Selma for freedom. 
The freedom to vote, to assemble, to petition 
their government—the Constitutional protec-
tions enshrined in our nation’s Constitution. 

It was a fight to end legal, Jim Crow seg-
regation in the South that actively and system-
ically suppressed African Americans. But it 
was also a fight to protect all Americans—as 
Dr. King wrote in his famous letter from the 
Birmingham Jail: ‘‘injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.’’ 

We are still fighting to end injustice in our 
nation—we are fighting for economic justice 
and justice under the law. 

Nearly 50 years ago, Dr. King outlined the 
two Americas that still exist today. 

In a speech on April 14th, 1967 at Stanford 
University, Dr. King explained: ‘‘there are lit-
erally two Americas. One America is beautiful 
for situation. And, in a sense, this America is 
overflowing with the milk of prosperity and the 
honey of opportunity. . . . tragically and unfor-
tunately, there is another America. This other 
America has a daily ugliness about it that con-
stantly transforms the ebulliency of hope into 
the fatigue of despair.’’ 

Ladies and gentlemen—tragically, there are 
still two Americas. 

Systemic and institutional disparities and in-
equality are endemic at every level of our so-
ciety—a legacy born in the suffering of the 
Middle Passage, nurtured through slavery and 
preserved with Jim Crow. 

Today, we see this legacy in African Amer-
ican unemployment that is more than twice the 
unemployment rate of whites. 

We see it in poverty rates for African Ameri-
cans that are nearly three times the rate of 
white Americans. 

We see it in the faces of the 1 in 3 black 
men who will have spent some time of their 
life in jail. 

Mr. Speaker—In many ways, we are still liv-
ing in two Americas. One of poverty, unem-
ployment and injustice. 

Mr. Speaker—too many are being left be-
hind. 

Sadly, Congressional leadership has de-
cided to pursue partisan gridlock instead of 
acting for the millions of struggling Americans. 

Tragically, many of the rights we fought for 
50 years ago we are still fighting today. Con-
gress has reauthorized the Voting Rights Act 
four times, with large bipartisan support. How-
ever, there has been no Congressional action 
since the Supreme Court gutted the Voting 
Rights Act. Not one hearing, not one vote and 
the Chairman of the Judiciary Committee has 
made clear, on this floor, that he has no inten-
tions of taking up this matter. 

Likewise, the deaths of Eric Garner, Michael 
Brown, Tamir Rice, Oscar Grant—one of my 
constituents—and many others illustrate that 
there are still two Americas. 

Recent events forced us to ask ourselves 
do Black lives matter? Yes—black lives mat-
ter. Brown lives matter. White lives matter—all 
lives matter. 

Our institutions must reflect this core value 
that all lives matters. We in Congress have a 
duty to get serious about reforming our broken 
criminal justice system. We need to repeal un-
fair sentencing laws, increase police force di-
versity, improve racial sensitivity training, end 
the school-to-prison pipeline and work to re-in-
tegrate ex-offenders back into society. 

The Black Lives Matter movement parallels 
the Civil Rights Movement’s call to action, a 
movement to that calls us to end economic 
despair, drives out hate and fear and embrace 
love, and unseats the unjust status quo. 

While Americans from all walks of life con-
tinue to protest and demand for change, Con-
gress must hear their call and work to enact 
real change. 

Like Congress acted 50 years ago after 
Selma, we were sent to Washington to ad-
dress the issues facing our nation—let’s start 
working on the structural and racial biases that 
pervades and poisons our institutions. 

That is why I am a proud cosponsor of the 
Grand Jury Reform Act, which authorizes an 
appointment of a special prosecutor to con-
duct an investigation and present the results 
to a judge in a probable cause hearing, open 
to the public, whenever a police officer kills an 
individual while acting in the line of duty. 

Mr. Speaker—We must pass this bill. 
I have also introduced the Half in Ten Act 

to create a national strategy to cut the poverty 
rate in half over the next decade and lift 22 
million Americans into the middle class. 

Mr. Speaker—We must also pass this bill. 
As a nation, we have made progress 

against racism and injustice. But we are back-
sliding. 

We cannot lose the prize that our fore-
fathers and mothers fought, bled and died to 
obtain and preserve. The soul of our nation is 
at stake. 

Today, we carry the banner of Dr. King, 
Rosa Parks, and Medgar Evers. We have a 
duty to continue the fight for freedom, equality 
and justice. 

This means Congress working together— 
Republican and Democrat—to pass important 
legislation to address unemployment and pov-
erty and protect the voting rights of all. 
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The American dream of equality, freedom, 

liberty, justice and life must be more than just 
words. It must be a promise to all Americans, 
regardless of race, gender, place of birth, dis-
ability, sexual orientation or gender identity, 
nationality or religion. 

Together, we can continue the unfinished 
work of creating a more perfect union. 

f 

HONORING LOGAN RODGERS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Logan Rodgers. 
Logan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 708, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Logan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Logan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Logan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Logan Rodgers for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
on roll call no. 51, due to inclement weather, 
I was unable to vote on H.R. 361, Medical 
Preparedness Allowable Use Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARJORIE ANN 
SHARP 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Marjorie Ann Sharp, 
a woman of great faith and an instrumental 
leader in Indiana’s Wayne County Council. 

Marjorie was a loving and devoted wife to 
her husband of 62 years, Karl. Together, they 
were the proud parents of three children, five 
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 
They were also my friends. As active mem-
bers of the Central United Methodist Church, 
Marjorie and her family valued their faith and 
were diligent leaders within the Richmond 
community. She served for an impressive 16 
years on the Wayne County Council and, fur-
thermore, became the first female to serve as 
President of the County Council. 

Today, it is my privilege to honor the life of 
Marjorie Ann Sharp. My thoughts and prayers 

go out to Marjorie’s family during this difficult 
time. May God comfort those close to her with 
His peace and strength. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE AWARE 
ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, 
along with my colleague and co-chair of the 
Congressional Animal Protection Caucus, 
MIKE FITZPATRICK, I am pleased to introduce 
the Animal Welfare in Agricultural Research 
Endeavors, or AWARE Act. This bill would en-
sure that farm animals used in agricultural re-
search at federal research facilities are in-
cluded in the definition of ‘‘animal’’ under the 
Animal Welfare Act. 

A January 20, 2015 front page article in the 
New York Times, ‘‘U.S. Research Lab Lets 
Livestock Suffer in Quest for Profit: Animal 
Welfare at Risk in Experiments for Meat In-
dustry,’’ examined horrendous abuses at the 
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Clay 
Center, Nebraska. In the last 30 years, over 
half a million animals have been housed at the 
center. The center’s experiments have in-
cluded experiments to increase the number of 
twin births in cows and expand the litter size 
of pigs, without consideration of animal health 
impacts, and trying to breed ‘‘easy care’’ 
lambs that are born in open fields without 
human assistance—all with horrifying, and 
often unsuccessful results. 

At least 6,500 animals are known to have 
starved to death at this facility alone. Unknown 
numbers have died from negligence such as 
easily treatable infections, exposure to bad 
weather, or attacks by predators. In just the 
last 10 years, this single center has cost near-
ly $200 million with taxpayers footing the bill 
for this shocking abuse of animals. 

Appallingly, these animals are not currently 
protected under federal law. While the Animal 
Welfare Act ensures that certain minimum 
standards of humane care are required for 
federal and private research facilities, there is 
an exemption for farm animals ‘‘used or in-
tended for use for improving animal nutrition, 
breeding, management, or production effi-
ciency, or for improving the quality of food or 
fiber’’—from those basic protections. As a re-
sult, federal facilities like the U.S. Meat Animal 
Research Center don’t have to obey the Ani-
mal Welfare Act. 

This is why we are introducing the AWARE 
Act, which would close this loophole at federal 
research facilities. It is time that we step up to 
stop this horrible misuse of taxpayer funds. 
There is no reason that USDA agricultural re-
search facilities experimenting on farm ani-
mals should not be held to the same standard 
as federal research facilities that conduct life-
saving disease research with the same kinds 
of animals. 

This is a small step that this Congress can 
take quickly to show that we respond to ani-
mal abuse and that the federal government 
will lead by example. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,098,502,229,899.75. We’ve 
added $7,471,625,180,986.67 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 70TH 
BIRTHDAY OF JAMES GOODE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the seventieth birthday of one of 
my distinguished and active constituents, 
James Goode of Farmers Branch, Texas. 

James has been a strong and hardworking 
member of this community for many decades. 
He has been an active role model and his ea-
gerness to be involved has resonated through-
out the area. He is Chairman of the Board of 
the Farmers Branch Chamber of Commerce, 
President of Carrollton-Farmers Branch Inde-
pendent School District Board of Trustees, 
and is active in his church are just a few ex-
amples of his involvement among his peers. 
James is someone who sets out and makes a 
positive difference in everyone’s life around 
him. 

James also served our country in the Navy 
for four years and earned his B.S. in electrical 
engineering from the University of Texas-Ar-
lington before settling down in Farmers 
Branch. His political involvement and strong 
engagement in the community provides a 
commendable example to others in the 24th 
district. As president of the school board, he 
exercises positive influence over the local edu-
cation system and his reliable leadership style 
has helped many and will help the coming 
generations of children learn and excel to the 
best of their ability. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the seventieth birthday of one of my most en-
gaged constituents, Mr. James Goode. I ask 
all of my distinguished colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this milestone in his remarkable 
life. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 2, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from New Jersey, Congress-
man DONALD PAYNE, Jr., and the gentlewoman 
from Illinois, Congresswoman ROBIN 
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KELLY, for organizing this important Special 
Order on the legacy of the events at Selma, 
Alabama. 

As Ava DuVarney’s Oscar-nominated film 
‘‘Selma’’ continues to foster discussion about 
the history of the Civil Rights Movement and 
bring the horrific events of ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ to 
life for a new generation, I believe there is no 
better time to reflect on our journey, both past 
and ahead. 

The march from Selma to Montgomery 
stands out as one of the defining moments of 
the Civil Rights Movement in the 20th century. 
The images are seared into the minds of 
Americans, and serve as a constant reminder 
of the violence and injustice that our prede-
cessors faced as they strove for equal rep-
resentation. 

Violence that claimed the life of Jimmy Lee 
Jackson, beaten by state troopers as he tried 
to protect his mother and grandmother. His 
death was a catalyst that ignited the commu-
nity and inspired the march. 

Violence that claimed the lives of Reverend 
James Reeb of Boston and Viola Liuzzo of 
Detroit, who had journeyed to Selma to join 
the protests after the events at Edmund Pettus 
Bridge on ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ had been broad-
cast across America. 

In spite of all the violence, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and his fellow protestors held their 
heads high and remained committed to their 
cause, a cause which touched people across 
the nation, so that when they reached Mont-
gomery the crowd had swelled to 25,000 
strong. 

The actions of those brave men and women 
were a shout to the world that injustice and 
oppression would no longer be tolerated. Their 
struggles ensured that the blood that was 
shed, the lives that were lost were not in vain. 

The very next week, President Lyndon 
Johnson announced to the nation that he 
would put legislation before Congress to elimi-
nate barriers to the right to vote. 

We have made great strides towards equal-
ity and towards justice since those tumultuous 
events in Selma, Alabama. 

We are honored today to serve alongside 
Rep. JOHN LEWIS, who experienced firsthand 
that fight for rights and representation. 

This congress counts 44 black members 
among its number, and thanks to the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, millions of African-Ameri-
cans can proudly cast their votes and make 
their voices heard. 

But our work is far from done. The dreams 
of Dr. King and of all those who gave their 
lives in the struggle for civil rights are not be-
hind us. They are ahead. 

In the wake of the Supreme Court’s ruling 
which severely crippled the Voting Rights Act, 
states across our nation enacted legislation 
designed to limit the ability of women, the el-
derly, African-Americans to exercise their right 
to vote. 

In Texas alone, new voter ID laws are esti-
mated to have prevented or deterred as many 
as 600,000 citizens from registering to vote in 
2014. 

Such an act is a direct affront to all those 
who participated in the march to Montgomery, 
as well as anyone who values the principles of 
true democracy. 

It was exactly these principles that moti-
vated 13 students from Texas Southern Uni-
versity to stage a sit-in in Houston 55 years 
ago in pursuit of desegregation. 

Their actions remind us of that guiding ideal 
that no action is too small, too local to affect 
change in our society. 

The Voting Rights Act is one of the most im-
portant pieces of legislation in American his-
tory, and it represents not only the hope, but 
also the blood and tears of millions of Ameri-
cans. 

We must work, through legislation like the 
Voting Rights Amendments Act of 2014, to 
strengthen it and protect the achievements of 
Dr. King, Ralph Abernathy, Andrew Young, 
Hosea Williams, and all those who made se-
curing the right to vote for African-Americans 
their life’s work. 

The freedom to vote is not the only freedom 
for which we must continue to fight. Across 
America, our communities struggle for their 
economic freedom, for the right to opportunity 
and to financial security. 

In 2014, black unemployment was twice that 
of white Americans, and they are more than 
twice as likely to live in poverty. 

Median income for a black household was 
$33,764, a mere 60% of median income for a 
white household. 

For these reasons, I will continue to advo-
cate for legislation to benefit the working 
class, to benefit those members of our com-
munity who continue to struggle with unem-
ployment and underemployment. 

We need legislation that creates new jobs, 
and legislation that provides our citizens with 
the training that they need to break the cycle 
of unemployment. 

We must understand that the minimum 
wage is not a living wage, and that, without 
action, we are condemning those with min-
imum wage jobs to a lifetime of hardship. 

Thank you again for this opportunity to 
speak, and for bringing these issues to the 
forefront of the conversation. 

As we move forward with our work, let us 
remember the lessons of Selma, of the past. 
Let them serve as our inspiration and 
strengthen our resolve as we look to the future 
and continue our efforts to protect the free-
doms and opportunities of the American peo-
ple. 

Tonight I call upon all people of good will, 
those who Dr. King called the Beloved Com-
munity, to join hands and march toward an 
agenda of healing, justice and equality in com-
memoration of those historic events. 

We march to preserve equality at the voting 
booth. We march to bring an end to systemic 
poverty and disenfranchisement. We march 
because we believe that all lives matter, and 
that this truth makes our country great. 

f 

HONORING LOGAN GARTON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Logan Garton. 
Logan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 708, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Logan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Logan has been involved with 

scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Logan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Logan Garton for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
on roll call no. 52 due to inclement weather, 
I was unable to vote on H.R. 615, Department 
of Homeland Security Interoperable Commu-
nications Act. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yea. 

f 

THE PEOPLE’S PRESIDENT TURNS 
104 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Liberals 
loathed him. Conservatives idolized him. The 
middle overwhelmingly loved him. He charmed 
America. His knack to connect was unmistak-
able. And although many have tried to rep-
licate his charisma and appeal, no one has 
ever come close to being Ronald Reagan. 

He made us laugh when we didn’t think we 
could, or should. He always had a way to 
comfort us in the midst of tragedy. He could 
disarm the press with a one-liner; and get a 
chuckle from even his fiercest opponents. 

The first time I saw Ronald Reagan was at 
the 1968 Republican Convention in Miami 
Beach. Much to the dismay of my dyed-in-the- 
wool Democrat grandmother, I was there as a 
proud Texas College Republican delegate. 

He lost the nomination to Nixon, but I was 
sold on Reagan from that moment on. 

Of course, I instantly like him for his auto-
mobile of choice a jeep. I drove the same kind 
and still do. He appealed to me and other ren-
egade conservatives my age, particularly 
those of us in the yellow-dog South, because 
we were a herd without a shepherd. Back 
then, it was taboo to be a Republican in 
Texas. But then, along came Reagan. We 
were Reagan Republicans. 

Reagan cut the class warfare. He trans-
formed the country-club GOP image, and 
brought conservatism out of the shadows. It 
was cool to be a conservative. He represented 
what Americans wanted Democrats and Re-
publicans alike. He wasn’t the Grand Old 
Party leader; he was the people’s president. 

Reagan’s tenure in the White House saw 
some of the most historic events in our coun-
try and the world. His line, ‘‘Mr. Gorbachev, 
tear down this wall,’’ will probably resonate for 
time immemorial. 

Although criticized by his foes for being a 
Hollywood actor, Reagan masterfully engi-
neered a feat that so-called political experts 
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had little confidence could be accomplished 
the end of the Cold War. 

Within minutes of his swearing in, news 
broke in one of the most widely followed situa-
tions of that time. President Reagan an-
nounced the Iran hostage crisis was over. The 
Americans were coming home. Make no mis-
take the significance of his election was an in-
timidating and influential factor in their release. 

When the entire country was devastated by 
the Challenger tragedy, Reagan addressed a 
grieving nation by giving one of his most 
memorable and touching speeches. His ability 
to heal the brokenhearted was more than an 
admired political attribute. He never talked 
above the people, always to the people. It was 
what made him one of us. He just got it. 

And of course, there is his most beloved 
legacy. He single handedly made the jelly 
bean a national treasure. 

Reagan never took himself too seriously. 
Even when his own life was on the line, the 
leader of the free world was cracking jokes. 
On his way into emergency surgery after the 
1981 assassination attempt, he looked up at 
the surgeons and said, ‘‘I hope you are all Re-
publicans.’’ 

While he was a one-of-a kind politician the 
Everyman of our time. He was a pull yourself 
up by the boot straps kind of guy. 

From union halls to country clubs, everyone 
felt like Reagan was one of them. Being an 
American meant something to him He was un-
abashedly unapologetic for our country’s suc-
cess. 

He was the great defender of capitalism. 
Reaganomics was hailed ingenious by the 
supply-side, pro-growth economists and harsh-
ly criticized as voodoo by the big government 
crowd. 

Reagan proved that lower taxes and leaner 
government stimulates growth, spurs private 
enterprise, inspires harder work and enables 
more savings and investment. 

In the midst of another presidential election, 
Americans find themselves wondering where 
our next Ronald Reagan is. The American 
people got it then, and they want it back now. 

As we celebrate the 104th birthday of Presi-
dent Reagan this Friday (or the 65th anniver-
sary of his 39th birthday; he never missed a 
chance to poke fun at his own age), we 
should learn from The Great Communicator. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I was not present for 
roll call votes 59–64 due to a family emer-
gency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted no 
on #59, no on #60, no on #56, yes on #61, 
yes on #62, yes on #63, and no on #64. 

f 

HONORING TIM WEBB AND JUSTIN 
WOOTEN 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I submit re-
marks in honor of Mr. Tim Webb and Mr. Jus-

tin Wooten, communications officers at the 
Galax Police Department’s dispatch center, 
and also in recognition of the important work 
of all emergency dispatchers. 

On December 29, 2014, Mr. Webb was 
working his routine shift when he took an in-
coming call from Cheri Grable and her daugh-
ter Melissa, who were caring for 17-month-old 
Aidan Paul Walker, Melissa’s son. Aidan had 
been running a slight fever, but it took a sud-
den, dramatic spike, which caused him to con-
vulse violently. Aidan stopped breathing, and 
his eyes rolled back into his head. 

Mr. Webb’s partner at the dispatch center, 
Mr. Justin Wooten, dispatched the call and 
fielded other duties so Mr. Webb could assist 
Cheri and Melissa with young Aidan. 

However, the nearest ambulance was nearly 
20 minutes from their home. When it was 
made clear that neither Cheri nor Melissa 
were trained in CPR, Mr. Webb—who is a cer-
tified CPR instructor and had worked for Lau-
rel and Pipers Gap rescue squads for 20 
years—walked Cheri through performing CPR 
and helping Aidan breathe again. As noted by 
WSLS’ Bethany Teague, this is especially no-
table because the Galax Police Department 
does not have emergency medical dispatch 
certification, so dispatchers like Mr. Webb typi-
cally are not allowed to provide CPR instruc-
tions over the phone. 

‘‘I never have done CPR on anybody,’’ 
Cheri told the Galax Gazette. ‘‘[A]nd [Mr. 
Webb] told me what to do, and I did it, and the 
baby came back to life.’’ 

Aidan began breathing about a minute into 
the CPR. But Mr. Webb stayed with them over 
the phone, checking the boy’s pulse and keep-
ing Cheri and Melissa calm. About 18 minutes 
after the dispatch call, the ambulance arrived 
and EMTs took Aidan on board. He was taken 
to Northern Hospital in Surry County, North 
Carolina for further treatment. 

Galax Police Chief Rick Clark said of Mr. 
Webb, ‘‘He did an exceptional job. He de-
serves to be recognized. In my mind he’s a 
hero.’’ 

However, Mr. Webb wishes to share his rec-
ognition with his partner that day, Mr. Wooten. 
Mr. Webb said, ‘‘Without him, this couldn’t 
have been a success. Without Justin taking 
care of other calls while this was going on 
. . . if one person had tried to handle this call, 
dispatch and handle radio traffic as well . . . 
I just don’t know that it could have been done. 
Within the first 15 seconds, he had it dis-
patched. And he’s only worked with me a 
year. For someone with that level of experi-
ence—he really deserves a pat on the back.’’ 

This isn’t the only recognition Mr. Webb has 
received for his work. Last spring, he and 
other 911 dispatchers received an award from 
the Association of Public Safety Communica-
tions Officials’ Virginia Chapter for their efforts 
in regards to the tragic 2013 Easter Sunday 
car accident on Interstate 77, which involved 
more than 90 vehicles. 

The efforts of communications officers such 
as Mr. Webb, Mr. Wooten, and other emer-
gency workers may go largely unrecognized, 
but their actions and service to the community 
are to be commended. I am honored to pay 
tribute to Mr. Webb, Mr. Wooten, and others 
like them. Please join me in thanking Mr. 
Webb, Mr. Wooten, and others for all that they 
have done and continue to do for the people 
of this great nation. 

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CHARTER FOR SOUTHWESTERN 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the 
charter for Southwestern University in George-
town, TX. The Lone Star State’s first institution 
of higher education and Texas’ leading under-
graduate liberal arts and sciences university, 
Southwestern has progressed from its early 
pioneering roots to become a vibrant and di-
verse center of growth and potential. 

By fostering a liberal arts community whose 
values and actions encourage contributions to-
ward the well-being of humanity, Southwestern 
reflects the best values of Central Texas. 
Southwestern offers small classes and numer-
ous collaborative undergraduate research op-
portunities. Over 1,500 students enjoy the 
warm, small-town feel of historic Georgetown 
as well as the close proximity of Austin with its 
vibrant, innovative, and creative culture. Out-
side the classroom, students are civically en-
gaged and volunteer in the community at more 
than twice the national average. Half of all stu-
dents study abroad and most take advantage 
of leadership, service, and activism opportuni-
ties in Southwestern’s 90+ student organiza-
tions. 

Engaging minds remains at the forefront of 
the university’s mission. Southwestern profes-
sors balance the highest level of scholarship 
with a serious dedication to teaching and col-
laboration with our students. The university 
has been recognized as a leading institution of 
higher learning. Both U.S. News & World Re-
port and USA Today College rank South-
western University the top national liberal arts 
colleges in Texas. Southwestern is consist-
ently recognized as one of 40 colleges in the 
publication Colleges That Change Lives. 

I’m proud that Southwestern University calls 
my congressional district home. For 175 
years, this great college has been trans-
forming lives and preparing our nation’s next 
generation of leaders for success. I wish 
Southwestern University only the best as it 
continues its proud mission of scholarly excel-
lence. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H. RES. 92, RES-
OLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PROJECT 
HEAD START 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and deep appreciation for the op-
portunities this great nation affords to its citi-
zens that I rise to announce that joined by 
more than 65 co-sponsors, I have today intro-
duced H. Res. 92, a resolution commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of Project Head 
Start, one of the signal achievements of the 
Great Society and boldest initiatives launched 
by the nation in the War on Poverty. 

Launched in the White House Rose Garden 
on May 18, 1965, by President Lyndon Baines 
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Johnson, the aim of Project Head Start was 
bold and audacious in its scope and design. 

As President Johnson stated in announcing 
the opening of a new front in the War on Pov-
erty with the launch of Project Head Start: 

‘‘We set out to make certain that poverty’s 
children would not be forevermore poverty’s 
captives. . . . 

‘‘This means that nearly half the preschool 
children of poverty will get a head start on 
their future. . . . 

‘‘These children will receive preschool train-
ing to prepare them for regular school in Sep-
tember. . . . 

‘‘They will get medical and dental attention 
that they badly need, and parents will receive 
counseling on improving the home environ-
ment.’’ 

Conceived as an eight-week summer pro-
gram designed to provide pre-school training 
not just to prepare 5 and 6 year-olds to enter 
regular school the following September, but 
also to give nearly half the preschool children 
living in poverty ‘‘a head start on their future.’’ 

At its launch, the Head Start Program, ad-
ministered by the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity and wonderfully and skillfully led by its 
Director, Sargent Shriver, consisted of 2,500 
projects, covering 11,000 Child Development 
Centers, serving about 530,000 poor children 
in every state of the Union. 

Mr. Speaker, President Johnson recognized 
that the bleak future waiting for children 
trapped in poverty was not a phenomenon 
concentrated in the inner-cities of the large 
urban cities of the North but could be found in 
every region in every state in the nation. 

That is why the Head Start Program was 
launched not as a mere demonstration project 
limited to a handful of counties, but as a pro-
gram national in scope serving every city, sub-
urb, and rural area in the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to providing pre- 
school training to prepare poor children to 
enter regular school and help put them on an 
even footing with their classmates as they 
enter school, the Head Start Program had an 
even higher aim and nobler purpose: to assist 
children prepare for the challenges they will 
face in life and to combat poverty’s great 
weapons—hunger and malnutrition; illness and 
poor health; ignorance and cultural depriva-
tion. 

Project Head Start was from the start a na-
tional undertaking, utilizing the services of 
41,000 professionals, including teachers, doc-
tors, dentists, nurses, nutritionists, employing 
more than 47,000 persons, who were assisted 
by more than 500,000 volunteers. 

Based on its initial success as a summer 
program, the following year, in 1966, Head 
Start was funded as a primarily part day, 9 
month program, largely through existing com-
munity action programs. 

In later years, the Head Start Program 
would be expanded to serve children with dis-
abilities, Native Americans, homeless children, 
and to provide bilingual and bicultural migrant 
and seasonal programs serving 6,000 children 
in 21 states. 

Today, the Head Start Program serves 
nearly a million poor children, including: 

160,829 enrolled in Early Head Start for 3- 
year olds; 

910,833 enrolled in Head Start; 
20,627 American Indian/Alaska Native chil-

dren enrolled in Head Start; 
4,722 American Indian/Alaska Native chil-

dren enrolled in Early Head Start; 

32,082 children of migrant or seasonal 
workers enrolled in Head Start; and 

40,853 homeless children enrolled in Head 
Start. 

Additionally, Head Start Program serves 
136,120 children with disabilities, 15,632 preg-
nant women, and provides services to 771,840 
families. 

In my home state of Texas, the Head Start 
Program serves 661,000 poor children under 
the age of 5, including 2,471 homeless chil-
dren, 8,370 children with disabilities, and pro-
vides services to 53,333 families. 

And in my home city of Houston, a remark-
able organization called AVANCE has been 
serving the needs of low-income children and 
families since its founding in 1973. 

AVANCE offers Head Start, Early Head 
Start, Parenting, Healthy Marriage, Father-
hood, and other programs designed to prepare 
and help low-income children, students, and 
families reach their potential. 

Mr. Speaker, not only has the Head Start 
Program been a great benefit to its direct 
beneficiaries, it has provided substantial eco-
nomic and social benefits to the nation as a 
whole. 

Research studies have shown that for each 
dollar invested, the Head Start program yields 
a rate of return on investment (ROI) of 7–9 
percent and the program is responsible for the 
direct creation of 236,591 jobs, with an aver-
age annual salary of about $31,000 for Head 
Start teachers with baccalaureate degrees. 

Mr. Speaker, another societal benefit of the 
Head Start Program is the improved health of 
the children and families it serves. 

Research has shown that the mortality rates 
for 5- to 9-year-old children who had attended 
Head Start are 33–50% lower than the rates 
for comparable children not enrolled in Head 
Start. 

Moreover, Head Start children are less likely 
to fall victim to childhood obesity and are at 
least 8% more likely to have had their immuni-
zations than children who did not attend pre-
school. 

Mr. Speaker, the Head Start Program has 
been an unqualified success for the more than 
31 million children and parents it has served 
since its inception in 1965. 

And so it is that we can look back with pride 
on the 50 year record of this bold and innova-
tive program. 

But we cannot yet be satisfied because our 
work is not done and will not be done until 
every eligible child is afforded the opportunity 
to get a head start in life the program pro-
vides. 

Today, only 42 percent of eligible low-in-
come preschoolers are actually served by 
Head Start and less than 4 percent are in 
Early Head Start. 

But we should not let the fact that we have 
more work to do to strengthen the Head Start 
Program detract from the joy and happiness 
we are justified in deriving from its half century 
of success and its vindication of our optimistic 
belief in the capacity of Americans to solve 
pressing national problems when people of 
goodwill work together in the spirit of coopera-
tion rather than conflict. 

The record of the Head Start Program 
shows that it can be done and that President 
Johnson was right—the Head Start Program 
was and is ‘‘one of the most constructive, and 
one of the most sensible, and also one of the 
most exciting programs that this Nation has 
ever undertaken.’’ 

And its reward for this bold act is the collec-
tive service and contributions to the better-
ment of society made by the 31 million chil-
dren that have been served by the program 
over the past 50 years. 

I invite all Members of the House to join me 
in sponsoring the resolution celebrating the 50 
year record of success of the Head Start Pro-
gram and urge the Speaker to schedule H. 
Res. 92 for floor debate and vote at the ear-
liest possible time so that the House may 
have the opportunity to pass the resolution on 
or before the May 18, 2015 anniversary date. 

I thank all of my colleagues who joined me 
as original cosponsors of H. Res. 92, and I 
also wish to express my thanks and apprecia-
tion to Chelsea Ukoha and Gregory Berry of 
my staff for their exceptional efforts and work 
on this wonderful tribute to a program that has 
contributed so much to the richness and vital-
ity of our country. 

f 

REINTRODUCING THE LENA HORNE 
RECOGNITION ACT OF 2015 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
reintroduce the Lena Horne Recognition Act of 
2015, which would award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the late, renowned singer, ac-
tress, and Civil Rights icon, Ms. Lena Mary 
Calhoun Horne. 

As an African American woman born in 
1917, Ms. Horne, who passed away in 2010, 
was truly a woman of firsts, having pioneered 
the way for many men and women of color 
through her work in Jazz, film, and the Civil 
Rights movement. She began her career in 
the chorus line at Harlem’s famed Cotton Club 
before moving on to record dozens of musical 
tracks and playing roles in movies and musi-
cals. 

As a young woman, Lena drew much fame 
from her beauty and talent, yet found many 
roadblocks in her personal success due to the 
hyper-racialized nature of show business at 
the time. However, this adversity would not 
limit her, and presented a platform for her in-
creasing support of and action in the Civil 
Rights movement. 

The first to do so, Lena signed a long term 
contract with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) 
and embarked on a career in Hollywood, as 
her celebrity had been noticed by many, de-
spite the color of her skin. She was also the 
first African American woman to be nominated 
for a Tony Award. However, again, she found 
road blocks in her professional life, due to 
state-law restrictions in on-screen interracial 
relationships as well as the need to have her 
roles edited out for Jim Crow abiding viewers. 
Blacklisted during the period of McCarthyism 
in the 1950s, Ms. Horne still recorded what 
would become the best-selling album by a fe-
male singer in RCA Victor’s history in 1957. 

From music and film, Lena had built a sub-
stantial fan base, and by the 1960s, at the 
peak of the Civil Rights movement, she be-
came a staple on Television. She had become 
so renowned in popular culture despite her 
race that she appeared on shows such as the 
Dean Martin Show and Ed Sullivan Show. In 
1970, Horne co-starred with well known actor, 
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Harry Belafonte, on a show for ABC donning 
their names—‘‘Harry and Lena.’’ She would go 
on to play herself on The Muppet Show, Ses-
ame Street, and Sanford and Son. In 1981, 
Lena then received two Grammy awards and 
a special Tony award for her cast recording of 
her Broadway show, Lena Horne: The Lady 
and Her Music. In 1989, she received a 
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Amongst her many awards, Ms. Horne was 
the recipient of the Kennedy Center honor for 
lifetime contribution to the arts in 1984. She 
received two stars on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame—for her work in both motion pictures 
and recording—in addition to a footprint on the 
International Civil Rights Walk of Fame at the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site. 
Lena always fought back when opportunities 
presented themselves. 

For example, during World War II, Lena had 
been slated to perform for segregated troops 
of U.S. servicemen. She was appalled to find 
that African American servicemen had been 
seated behind German prisoners of war, and 
refused to partake unless she could sing be-
fore an integrated group. As a compromise, 
Lena left the stage and sang directly in front 
of her African American counterparts, with the 
German prisoners of war to her rear. 

Lena notably remained committed to 
bettering lives of the underserved and under-
represented for the entirety of her life. An ac-
tive participant in the movement, Lena met 
President John F. Kennedy shortly before his 
assassination, marched in the March on 
Washington, and ultimately performed and 
spoke on behalf of the NAACP, SNCC, and 
National Council of Negro Women. Also nota-
ble is the work that she engaged in with 
Former First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt to pass 
anti-lynching laws. Lena was awarded the 
Spingarn Medal from the NAACP in 1983. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in sup-
port of honoring Lena Horne posthumously 
with a Congressional Gold Medal, for her out-
standing contributions to American culture and 
the Civil Rights Movement. A beautiful person 
inside-out, Lena willed her talent, intelligence, 
and fame to fight against discrimination, tra-
versing her career on a road filled with pot 
holes full of racial bias and degradation. Lena 
represents the very best of American ideals 
and signifies the true purpose of the American 
Dream. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN JEREMY W. 
POWELL, TECHNICAL SERGEANT 
MARK B. CORNETT, TECHNICAL 
SERGEANT BENJAMIN G. JA-
COBS, TECHNICAL SERGEANT 
JAMES J. JUNIPER, STAFF SER-
GEANT CHRISTOPHER D. REC-
TOR, HONOREES IN THE POR-
TRAITS IN COURAGE 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commend Captain Jeremy W. 
Powell, Technical Sergeant Mark B. Cornett, 
Technical Sergeant Benjamin G. Jacobs, 
Technical Sergeant James J. Juniper, and 
Staff Sergeant Christopher D. Rector who 
were included in the newest volume of the 
U.S. Air Force’s Portraits in Courage. 

Portraits in Courage highlight United States 
Air Force Airmen whose stories exemplify 
what it means to serve our country. These sto-
ries feature Airmen who ‘‘remind us that our 
core values are more than slogans.’’ 

On October 8, 2013, Captain Jeremy W. 
Powell, Staff Sergeant Christopher D. Rector, 
(then) Staff Sergeant Mark B. Cornett, (then) 
Staff Sergeant Benjamin G. Jacobs, and Tech-
nical Sergeant James J. Juniper were flying a 
routine mission when they responded to assist 
the evacuation of wounded coalition’s troops. 
Under heavy fire, Captain Powell and his crew 
provided cover to the wounded unit. During 
the firefight, Technical Sergeant Juniper, who 
was manning the Mi–17 helicopter’s M240 ma-
chinegun, was seriously wounded. (Then) 
Staff Sergeant Cornett and (then) Staff Ser-
geant Jacobs came to the aide of Technical 
Sergeant Juniper who was bleeding and un-
conscious on the aircraft’s cabin floor. 

Despite an extremely hostile environment 
and continual exposure to enemy fire, the ad-
visors’ aircraft remained overhead long 
enough to provide their wingmen the cover 
they needed to evacuate critically-wounded Af-
ghans. The crew then retreated into safe air-
space and made their way eighty miles to the 
nearest coalition base. Upon arrival, the crew 
learned that medical vehicles were unavail-
able. As such, (then) Staff Sergeant Jacobs 
and (then) Staff Sergeant Cornett were forced 
to commandeer a truck to rush Technical Ser-
geant Juniper to the nearest medical zone. 

As a strong supporter of the United States 
Air Force, I am proud to represent the service-
men and women at Fairchild Air Force Base in 
Eastern Washington. Not only do these serv-
icemen and women and their families make 
daily sacrifices to keep our nation safe, but 
they are integral members of our community. 

So today, I rise to recognize Captain Jer-
emy W. Powell, Technical Sergeant Mark B. 
Cornett, Technical Sergeant Benjamin G. Ja-
cobs, Technical Sergeant James J. Juniper, 
and Staff Sergeant Christopher D. Rector 
upon their inclusion in this year’s Portraits in 
Courage. The outstanding heroism displayed 
deserves great recognition by the entire 
United States, the nation they have so self-
lessly served. 

f 

THE PASSING OF JAMES P. 
MCINTYRE 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and remember a lifelong Rhode Islander 
who dedicated his life to his country and to his 
family. James McIntyre leaves behind eight 
children, 13 grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren, and I have no doubt that his 
absence will be felt by them every day. 

James served this nation in the Korean 
War, and after leaving the U.S. Army, he went 
on to become a longtime surveyor for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. He never hesitated 
to lend a hand to family or friends. He was al-
ways eager to tackle a project, earning him a 
reputation as the resident handyman, and the 
first one to call when something needed fixing. 
His generosity of spirit was extended to his 
friends at the Knights of Columbus, and to all 
who asked. 

I have had the honor of working with 
James’s daughter, Nancy Beattie, for more 
than 20 years. Nancy is my director of con-
stituent services and one of the kindest, most 
generous and genuine people that I have ever 
met. She works tirelessly on behalf of my con-
stituents, and is a living representation of the 
values that James instilled in his family. My 
deepest condolences go out to Nancy and to 
James’s loving wife of 61 years, Margaret 
McIntyre, and I know my colleagues will join 
me in extending our sympathy to the entire 
McIntyre family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
on roll call no. 53 due to inclement weather, 
I was unable to vote on H.R. 623, Social 
Media Working Group Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea. 

f 

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today on February 5, 2015, we 
celebrate the 22nd anniversary of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act, a family-friendly work-
place policy that has benefited millions of 
American families. Since its passage in 1993, 
this landmark law has been used 200 million 
times by men and women across the nation. 
These individuals and their families have ben-
efited from up to 12 weeks of unpaid job pro-
tected leave to care for a new child, sick fam-
ily member, or a loved one recovering from a 
serious health condition. 

While we celebrate this anniversary we 
must also recognize that after more than two 
decades our nation’s family leave policies 
have not kept pace with changes to America’s 
families and workforce. FMLA provides unpaid 
leave, which means families must choose be-
tween foregoing a paycheck and caring for a 
loved one. Most families today no longer have 
a stay-at-home parent to care for a new child, 
and even before the economic crisis, few 
could afford to go without pay for any length 
of time. 

We need new policies that show that we 
truly value America’s families. That is why I re-
cently introduced the Federal Employees Paid 
Parental Leave Act, legislation that provides 
federal employees with 6 weeks of paid leave 
following the birth, adoption, or fostering of a 
child. The Federal government is our nation’s 
largest employer and as such should be lead-
ing the way on family-friendly workplace pol-
icy. By extending paid parental leave for new 
parents this bill helps diminish the risk of real 
economic hardship for the 2 million federal 
employees following the birth or adoption of a 
child. 

I urge my colleagues to pass legislation that 
brings our country forward to the 21st Century 
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and reflects the realities of our nation’s work-
force. 

f 

A BILL TO STRENGTHEN EN-
FORCEMENT MECHANISMS TO 
STOP IUU FISHING 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today I re-
introduce legislation to strengthen enforcement 
mechanisms to stop illegal, unreported, and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing, which threatens the 
economic and social infrastructure of fishing 
communities and industry. Moreover, IUU fish-
ing is a matter of national security for the 
United States and our allies across the globe, 
especially in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The United States has become a world 
leader in sustainable management of marine 

fisheries, in great part due to the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act. In other parts of the world, how-
ever, poor fisheries management is more com-
mon, and stocks are overharvested—the direct 
result of IUU fishing. 

IUU fishing is not only a matter of economic 
security and food sustainability. It is also a 
matter of national and regional security for the 
U.S. and our allies. IUU fishing is closely as-
sociated with various trafficking activities that 
are highly likely to operate from the same for-
eign vessels that engage in IUU fishing activi-
ties. IUU fishing has become a significant 
issue that has caused conflicts between coun-
tries and threatens regional stability such as 
that in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Countries like Australia, Palau and now 
even Papua New Guinea have led the way in 
combating IUU fishing, and we must take im-
mediate and forceful action as well. The bipar-
tisan bill I am introducing today, the Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing Enforce-
ment Act of 2015, along with my colleague 

from Alaska, Mr. YOUNG, would provide the 
Coast Guard and NOAA with much-needed 
tools to fight illegal fishing. It would also imple-
ment the Agreement on Port State Measures 
to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate IUU fishing, a 
treaty ratified by the Senate last year that 
would set international standards for denying 
port entry and services to vessels that have 
engaged in illegal fishing. 

This bill is the product of extensive negotia-
tions between Democratic and Republican 
staff in the last Congress, and is supported by 
a broad coalition that includes the U.S. State 
Department, fishing industry interests, and 
conservation groups. The bill I introduce today 
is identical to language that passed the House 
Committee on Natural Resources by unani-
mous consent on September 18, 2014. I thank 
Mr. YOUNG and his staff for working with us on 
this legislation, and I look forward to bill be-
coming law and enhancing our ability to ad-
dress the harmful effects of IUU fishing. 
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