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months I will introduce legislation to
ensure that all veterans, all service-
members, and their qualifying depend-
ents can use their GI benefits to their
full potential and be guaranteed pri-
ority registration. Our veterans have
earned these benefits, and we must en-
sure that all of our veterans, such as
Lisa Thomas, are able to take full ad-
vantage of those benefits for them-
selves and for their families. It is our
duty to ensure that when veterans re-
turn home, they have the education
and training and access to jobs they
need to fulfill their potential. We have
a duty to ensure that those returning
from service to our Nation get the care
they need when they come home.

As the first Ohioan to serve a full
term on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, I have worked to ease the
VA backlog and put in place a better
system. The shortage of care providers
has been especially pressing for vet-
erans struggling with a brain injury—
the so-called invisible injuries.

When our country went into Iraq a
dozen years ago, our leader said that
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this will be a short war. Our country,
our government, our administration,
and our Congress failed to scale up vet-
erans hospitals and veterans care and
increase the capacity, and we now find
it is too small. That is the importance
of making sure we do this right.

Nearly 300,000 veterans in this coun-
try struggle with post-traumatic dis-
tress. Out of an estimated 300,000 trau-
matic brain injuries, there are 25,000
cases of mild traumatic brain injuries.
These cases are hard to diagnose and
document since there is often a lack of
visible evidence.

Without proper care, each year some
8,000 veterans take their own lives—154
a week, 22 veterans a day commit sui-
cide. What a tragedy. Last week I was
proud to stand with my colleagues in
this body in support of the Clay Hunt
Suicide Prevention for American Vet-
erans Act. I look forward to President
Obama signing that bill later this
week. It is our duty to take an active
role in increasing veterans’ access to
quality mental health care, and the
Clay Hunt Act will help ensure that
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those who put their lives on the line
for us have a lifetime of their own upon
returning home. We have a sacred trust
between our government and those who
protect us all.

I yield the floor.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:20 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, February 10,
2015, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate February 9, 2015:
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

MICHAEL P. BOTTICELLI, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POL-
ICY.
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