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SOCIAL SECURITY 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
Americans making more than one million dol-
lars a year will get a tax break. Not because 
Congress approved one, but because they’ve 
already reached the maximum amount of in-
come that is subject to the Social Security tax. 
That’s right—those making more than one mil-
lion dollars have already reached the income 
cap of $118,500, and we’re not even six 
weeks into the year. 

This gaping loophole allows billionaire 
hedge fund managers and corporate CEOs to 
pay a lower percentage of their income into 
Social Security than teachers, police officers 
and healthcare workers. Ninety-four percent of 
American workers pay Social Security tax on 
all of their income. But the wealthiest six per-
cent are exempt from doing the same. By 
closing this loophole, we can make sure that 
every American pays exactly the same per-
centage of their income into Social Security. 

Ending this tax racket for the wealthy also 
ensures that Social Security will continue pay-
ing full benefits to every single American who 
pays in. We have a choice: we can tell our 
children and grandchildren that their Social 
Security benefits will be cut in order to main-
tain a regressive tax that benefits only the 
richest six percent, or we can close this loop-
hole and guarantee that if you pay into the 
program, you will receive the full Social Secu-
rity benefits you were promised. 

Unfortunately, this is not the conversation 
that has dominated Washington, DC in recent 
years. Instead, some of my colleagues in Con-
gress would prefer to manufacture a crisis in 
order to privatize the entire system, leaving 
seniors’ benefits at the mercy of Wall Street 
power brokers. They want you to think the 
system cannot be fixed and that Social Secu-
rity as we know it is doomed. We can prove 
them wrong. If every American pays their fair 
share into the system, we can make sure the 
government fulfills its obligation to America’s 
seniors. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENIOR MASTER SER-
GEANT RONALD CARL 
HOUGHTALEN 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Senior Master Sergeant 
Ronald Carl Houghtalen. A native of Bing-
hamton, New York and currently a resident of 
Clay, New York, who subsequently has more 
than 34 years of military service with the 
United States Air Force and New York Air Na-

tional Guard. Sergeant Houghtalen has been 
decorated with numerous medals, awards, and 
service distinctions and will retire from military 
service on 1 December 2014. It is my honor 
to recognize such a distinguished citizen and 
airman. 

Sergeant Houghtalen began his military ca-
reer in the United States Air Force, in Sep-
tember of 1981. On completion of basic train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, in Oc-
tober 1981, Sergeant Houghtalen began tech-
nical school training as an Electronic Warfare 
Systems Specialist at Keesler Air Force Base, 
Biloxi, Mississippi. In September 1982, he was 
assigned to the 416th Bombardment Wing, 
Strategic Air Command as an Electronic War-
fare Systems Specialist, at Griffiss Air Force 
Base, New York. He began on-the-job training 
for his five-skill level on the B–52G ‘‘Buff’’ air-
craft and remained in that position until No-
vember 1984. 

In November 1984, Sergeant Houghtalen 
was reassigned to the 81st Tactical Fighter 
Wing, Tactical Air Command, Flight-line 
Branch, Royal Air Force Bentwaters- 
Woodbridge, England, in support of United 
States Air Forces in Europe operations. While 
assigned with the 81st Component Repair 
Squadron, he performed duties as Electronic 
Warfare Systems Technician and Phase Dock 
Supervisor on the A–10A ‘‘Warthog’’ aircraft, 
which provided Offensive-Defensive Electronic 
Counter-measures and Close Air Support of 
ground forces and battlefield air interdiction in 
support of NATO ground forces. 

After completion of his tour in November 
1986, Sergeant Houghtalen was reassigned to 
the 379th Bombardment Wing, Strategic Air 
Command, Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Wurtsmith Air Force Base, Michigan. He was 
assigned as an Electronic Warfare Systems 
Technician Supervisor performing integrated 
jamming systems maintenance and super-
vision of B–52H advanced Electronic Warfare 
systems troubleshooting and repair. He was 
also selected to assist with the research and 
development of a new automated Electronic 
Warfare system and automatic and Semi- 
Automatic Support Equipment that would en-
hance Electronic Warfare maintenance and 
aircraft protection systems for the B–52H air-
craft. Upon completion of his second active 
duty tour in March of 1990, Sergeant 
Houghtalen transferred to the 174th Tactical 
Fighter Wing, Aircraft Maintenance Branch, 
Avionics Maintenance Squadron, New York Air 
National Guard, Hancock Field in Syracuse, 
New York, and was assigned as an Electronic 
Warfare Technician and Integrated Avionics 
Maintenance Technician on the F–16A/B ‘‘Fal-
con’’ aircraft. 

On 17 August 2006, as the Logistics Readi-
ness Flight Superintendent, Sergeant 
Houghtalen volunteered for an Air Expedi-
tionary Force deployment in support of the 
Global War on Terrorism and was tasked to 
assemble, organize and deploy the first Rede-
ployment Action Team to Ali Al Salem Air 
Base, Kuwait. Assigned to the 386th Expedi-
tionary Mission Support Group, he coordinated 

the arrival and off-load of cargo from three Air 
National Guard Wings transported by Sealift 
Command to Ali Al Salem AB and the on-load 
of cargo to C–130 aircraft for intra-theater air-
lift, in support of combat operations throughout 
Iraq and Afghanistan during Operation Endur-
ing Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. On 
19 February 2007, Sergeant Houghtalen re-
turned to active duty to redeploy with his 
Team to Ali Al Salem AB for his ninth over-
seas tour where he successfully redeployed all 
cargo used down range, in support of combat 
operations, and returned it to the respective 
Air National Guard Wings throughout the 
United States. 

Sergeant Houghtalen was employed as a 
174th Fighter Wing Air National Guard Techni-
cian from May 1990 to January 2010. He held 
positions in the 174th Maintenance Squadron 
as an Integrated Avionics Maintenance Tech-
nician, 174th Maintenance Group as the Main-
tenance Operations Center Superintendent, 
174th Fighter Wing as the Wing Plans Super-
intendent and the 174th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron as the Logistics Readiness Flight 
Superintendent for F–16 and MQ–9 aircraft. 
On 2 January 2010 he transferred from his 
full-time technician position to the Department 
of Defense, Defense Contract Management 
Agency and remained a member of the 174th 
Fighter Wing as a Traditional Guardsman. In 
March 2011, Sergeant Houghtalen transferred 
assignment to Joint Forces Headquarters 
(JFHQ), Latham, New York. 

His last military assignment was with Joint 
Forces Headquarters-New York as the Do-
mestic Operations Services Superintendent, 
Joint Task Force-5/FEMA Region II. While as-
signed, he performed duties with the Joint Ex-
ercise Control Group to plan, conduct, educate 
and train Joint Task Force-5 and supporting 
state, county and local emergency agency 
managers. He functioned as part of the Serv-
ices Command and Control Headquarters 
Staff that responds to Homeland Defense and 
Civil Support within and outside the Conti-
nental United States contingency operations. 
Between 13 and 20 May 2012, Sergeant 
Houghtalen led New York Air National Guard 
Services members to provide lodging and 
feeding support for over 400 support per-
sonnel during a Homeland Response Force 
Exercise conducted in Oriskany, New York. 
He was ordered to State Active Duty between 
29 October and 14 November by the Gov-
ernor, in response to Hurricane Sandy at Joint 
Forces Headquarters, New York, and as-
signed to Joint Operations Center J1 Staff re-
sponsible for Manpower status and reporting 
in support of relief operations. 

In January 2013, Sergeant Houghtalen de-
ployed to Washington DC where he provided 
mission support for the 57th Presidential Inau-
guration as a key member of the Joint Task 
Force-J4, playing a pivotal role in the logistics 
operation, providing critical transportation and 
sustainment contingency planning for the 
movement of over 6000 personnel and several 
tons of cargo. From 22 April to 3 May 2014, 
Sergeant Houghtalen provided direct support 
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during the Headquarters Reserve Forces Ex-
ercise conducted in Oriskany, NY. Where he 
planned, organized, and executed operations, 
providing leadership and logistical coordination 
for twelve Services Support personnel from 
five New York Air National Guard Wings, suc-
cessfully demonstrating contingency support 
capabilities in a Domestic Operations environ-
ment utilizing the Disaster Response Mobile 
Kitchen Trailer and their ability to respond to 
a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nu-
clear event for Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Region II HRF, Joint Task-5, 
Joint Forces Headquarters, New York. He 
completed his military career and retired on 1 
December 2014 after more than 34 years 
combined service, with nearly 10 years of 
Federal Active Duty and the remainder with 
the New York Air National Guard. 

Sergeant Houghtalen holds a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Management, Cum Laude, Co-
lumbia College, Associate of Arts Degree in 
Management, Columbia College, Associate 
Degree in Business Administration and Logis-
tics Management, Community College of the 
Air Force, Associates Degree in Applied 
Science, Avionics Systems Technology, Com-
munity College of the Air Force. He is a grad-
uate of the United States Air Force Senior Air 
Force Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Air 
Force Noncommissioned Officer Academy, 
and the Air Force Noncommissioned Officer 
Leadership School where he received the 
Commandant’s Award. 

Sergeant Houghtalen’s military decorations 
include the Meritorious Service Medal with one 
oak leaf cluster; the Air Force Commendation 
Medal, with one oak leaf cluster; the Air Force 
Achievement Medal; and the Army Achieve-
ment Medal. His military unit and achievement 
awards include the Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award, one oak leaf cluster; the Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award with Combat ‘‘V’’ device 
and six oak leaf clusters; the Air Force Good 
Conduct Medal, with two oak leaf clusters; and 
the Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service 
Medal, with seven oak leaf clusters. His mili-
tary campaign and service awards include the 
National Defense Service Medal, with one 
bronze service star; the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Service Medal; the Southwest Asia 
Service Medal, with three bronze campaign 
stars; the Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal; the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal; the Air Force Overseas Long 
Service-Long Tour Ribbon, the Air Force Lon-
gevity Service Ribbon, with seven oak leaf 
clusters; the Armed Forces Reserve Medal 
with silver hourglass device, mobilization ‘‘M’’ 
device, and numeral ‘‘9’’; the Noncommis-
sioned Officer Professional Military Education 
Ribbon with three oak leaf clusters; the Small 
Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon with one 
service star device; and the Air Force Training 
Ribbon. Sergeant Houghtalen’s Foreign Serv-
ice awards include the Kuwait Liberation 
Medal from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with 
Palm device and the Kuwait Liberation Medal 
from the Government of Kuwait. 

Sergeant Houghtalen also holds the fol-
lowing New York State awards and decora-
tions: the New York State Long and Faithful 
Service Award, with one gold shield device; 
the New York State Desert Storm Service 
Medal; New York State Operation Iraqi Free-
dom Ribbon; New York State Operation En-
during Freedom Ribbon; the New York State 
Defense of Liberty Medal; New York State 

Conspicuous Service Cross; the Medal for Hu-
mane Service to New York State. He also 
holds service awards from other states that in-
clude the Mississippi Emergency Service 
Medal for Operation Vigilant Guard Relief, 
Hurricane Katrina; the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard Community Service Ribbon in 
support of the 57th Presidential Inauguration. 

His effective dates of promotion are: Air-
man—17 October 1981; Airman First Class— 
30 August 1982; Senior Airman—1 September 
1984; Sergeant—1 September 1985; Staff 
Sergeant—1 January 1987; Technical Ser-
geant—1 June 1995; Master Sergeant—1 Jan-
uary 2000; Senior Master Sergeant—27 Feb-
ruary 2002. 

He is also the recipient of the following rec-
ognition awards: the Onondaga Community 
College Veteran of the Month 1994; the Red 
Flag Superior Performer in 1999; the Presi-
dential Support Secret Service Augmentee 
award in 1999; the American Red Cross Vet-
erans Award in 2000; the Air Combat Com-
mand Inspector General Superior Performance 
Award in 2000 and 2003; the Phase II Oper-
ational Readiness Inspection Superior Per-
former in 2000; 174th Fighter Wing Base 
Honor Guard Team Superior Performer Award 
in 2003, Air Combat Command Inspector Gen-
eral Deployment Support Organization Supe-
rior Performance Award in 2003; and the 
174th Fighter Wing Phase 1 Operational 
Readiness Exercise Superior Performer award 
in 2004. 

Sergeant Houghtalen is a past member of 
the Air National Guard Noncommissioned Offi-
cer Academy Graduate Association, the Asso-
ciation of the Old Crows, and the Air Force 
Association; he is still an active member of the 
174th Attack Wing Base Honor Guard. 

Senior Master Sergeant Ronald Houghtalen 
resides in the Town of Clay with his wife Shar-
on Houghtalen. He has one daughter and one 
son, Staff Sergeant Briana Houghtalen, 174 
Attack Wing and Senior Airman Ryan 
Houghtalen, 152 Air Operations Group. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Thelma 
Houghtalen of Binghamton, New York (De-
ceased). 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, from 
January 28, 2015 through February 5, 2015, I 
missed recorded votes #49–#68. I was unable 
to vote, as I contracted the flu and was con-
sidered contagious at the time. My doctor ad-
vised me to remain home until my fever sub-
sided. Despite receiving the flu shot, I was 
one of the many Americans to come down 
with the flu this year. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I was in attendance: 

On Roll Call #49 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #50 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 351, LNG Permitting Cer-
tainty and Transparency Act). 

On Roll Call #51 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 361, Medical Preparedness 
Allowable Use Act). 

On Roll Call #52 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 615, Department of Home-

land Security Interoperable Communications 
Act). 

On Roll Call #53 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 623, Social Media Working 
Group Act). 

On Roll Call #54 I would have voted yes 
(Previous Question). 

On Roll Call #55 I would have voted yes 
(Agreeing to Resolution, H. Res. 70). 

On Roll Call #56 I would have voted yes 
(Approving the Journal). 

On Roll Call #57 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #58 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 596, To repeal the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act and health 
care-related provisions in the Health Care and 
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010). 

On Roll Call #59 I would have voted yes 
(Previous Question). 

On Roll Call #60 I would have voted yes 
(Agreeing to Resolution, H. Res. 78). 

On Roll Call #61 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 50 by 
Cummings Part C Amendment #2). 

On Roll Call #62 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 50 by 
Connolly Part C Amendment #3). 

On Roll Call #63 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #64 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 50, Unfunded Mandates In-
formation and Transparency Act of 2015). 

On Roll Call #65 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 527 by 
Schrader Part A Amendment No. 4). 

On Roll Call #66 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 527 by 
Lee Part A Amendment No. 6). 

On Roll Call #67 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #68 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 527, Small Business Regu-
latory Flexibility Improvements Act of 2015). 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MICHAEL 
YAREMA AND SERGEANT PETER 
HEISE 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sergeant Michael Yarema and Ser-
geant Peter Heise of the Syracuse New York 
Police Department. On January 4, 2015, Ser-
geant Yarema and Sergeant Heise responded 
to the scene of a shooting, performed textbook 
emergency medical treatment on the victim, all 
while working on an unsecure and volatile 
crime scene. Doctors at Upstate University 
Hospital Emergency Room confirm that the 
immediate, life-saving measures performed by 
both sergeants saved the life of the victim. 

Sergeant Yarema served the Syracuse Po-
lice Department as an officer in the Patrol Di-
vision, Syracuse Anti-firearm Enforcement 
Unit, and Syracuse Police Traffic Division be-
fore being promoted to Sergeant in May of 
2009. He has served as a firearms instructor 
and member of the SWAT team in Syracuse. 
Sergeant Yarema has received the Syracuse 
Police Life Saving Award and Syracuse Police 
Department’s Officer of the Month Award. 

Sergeant Yarema was raised in Auburn, 
New York and holds a Bachelor of Arts and 
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