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The first to do so, Lena signed a long term 

contract with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) 
and embarked on a career in Hollywood, as 
her celebrity had been noticed by many, de-
spite the color of her skin. She was also the 
first African American woman to be nominated 
for a Tony Award. However, again, she found 
road blocks in her professional life, due to 
state-law restrictions in on-screen interracial 
relationships as well as the need to have her 
roles edited out for Jim Crow abiding viewers. 
Blacklisted during the period of McCarthyism 
in the 1950s, Ms. Horne still recorded what 
would become the best-selling album by a fe-
male singer in RCA Victor’s history in 1957. 

From music and film, Lena had built a sub-
stantial fan base, and by the 1960s, at the 
peak of the Civil Rights movement, she be-
came a staple on Television. She had become 
so renowned in popular culture despite her 
race that she appeared on shows such as the 
Dean Martin Show and Ed Sullivan Show. In 
1970, Horne co-starred with well known actor, 
Harry Belafonte, on a show for ABC donning 
their names—‘‘Harry and Lena.’’ She would go 
on to play herself on The Muppet Show, Ses-
ame Street, and Sanford and Son. In 1981, 
Lena then received two Grammy awards and 
a special Tony award for her cast recording of 
her Broadway show, Lena Horne: The Lady 
and Her Music. In 1989, she received a 
Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Amongst her many awards, Ms. Horne was 
the recipient of the Kennedy Center honor for 
lifetime contribution to the arts in 1984. She 
received two stars on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame—for her work in both motion pictures 
and recording—in addition to a footprint on the 
International Civil Rights Walk of Fame at the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site. 
Lena always fought back when opportunities 
presented themselves. 

For example, during World War II, Lena had 
been slated to perform for segregated troops 
of U.S. servicemen. She was appalled to find 
that African American servicemen had been 
seated behind German prisoners of war, and 
refused to partake unless she could sing be-
fore an integrated group. As a compromise, 
Lena left the stage and sang directly in front 
of her African American counterparts, with the 
German prisoners of war to her rear. 

Lena notably remained committed to 
bettering lives of the underserved and under-
represented for the entirety of her life. An ac-
tive participant in the movement, Lena met 
President John F. Kennedy shortly before his 
assassination, marched in the March on 
Washington, and ultimately performed and 
spoke on behalf of the NAACP, SNCC, and 
National Council of Negro Women. Also nota-
ble is the work that she engaged in with 
Former First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt to pass 
anti-lynching laws. Lena was awarded the 
Spingarn Medal from the NAACP in 1983. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in sup-
port of honoring Lena Horne posthumously 
with a Congressional Gold Medal, for her out-
standing contributions to American culture and 
the Civil Rights Movement. A beautiful person 
inside-out, Lena willed her talent, intelligence, 
and fame to fight against discrimination, tra-
versing her career on a road filled with pot 
holes full of racial bias and degradation. Lena 
represents the very best of American ideals 
and signifies the true purpose of the American 
Dream. 

RECOGNIZING MRS. VICTORIA 
WHITEHEAD MCCRAY 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to recognize the 
contributions of Mrs. Victoria Whitehead 
McCray, a dedicated educator and public serv-
ant. Mrs. McCray is being honored by the 
Gamma Beta Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. at this year’s Diamond An-
niversary Banquet in Wilson, North Carolina. 
Mrs. McCray has dedicated her life to the 
service of others and is most deserving of this 
recognition. 

Mrs. McCray was born on October 22, 
1927, in Wilson, North Carolina, to John Henry 
Whitehead and the former-Victoria Ennis. Mrs. 
McCray attended Darden High School in Wil-
son, and attended North Carolina Central Uni-
versity in Durham. Following her education at 
NCCU, Mrs. McCray taught business and typ-
ing courses and produced a booklet on Black 
History entitled ‘‘A Proud Heritage’’ that was 
widely distributed to students and others. 

Mrs. McCray is a Golden Member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. She has held every 
office in the chapter including as Tamiouchos, 
Nominating Committee Chair, and Treasurer, 
where she has demonstrated her financial ex-
pertise. For her many contributions to her So-
rority and community, Mrs. McCray was 
awarded the Phenomenal Woman Award for 
Outstanding Community Service from the 
Alumni Chapter at Bennett College. 

Mrs. McCray is married to Wilford McCray 
and they are proud parents of Ms. Paulette 
McCray. Mrs. McCray is a member of the his-
toric Jackson Chapel First Missionary Baptist 
Church in Wilson, where she serves as fi-
nance committee chair. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. McCray’s contributions to 
our great nation are many. She is dedicated to 
the service of others and her passion for edu-
cation and community is self-evident. I ask my 
colleagues join me in congratulating Mrs. Vic-
toria Whitehead McCray on the high honor of 
being recognized by the Gamma Beta Omega 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,124,962,972,729.90. We’ve 
added $7,498,085,923,816.62 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

SUTTON NORRIS APPOINTMENT TO 
UNITED STATES MILITARY 
ACADEMY 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Sutton 
Norris on his appointment to the United States 
Military Academy. 

Mr. Norris is an incredibly accomplished 
young man from Athens, Georgia. Sutton is 
the son of Tab and Elizabeth Norris, and is a 
graduate of the prestigious Prince Avenue 
Christian School. During his time there, Sutton 
exhibited his dedication to leadership while at-
tending the Summer Leadership Experience at 
USMA and was awarded the Outstanding 
Leader Award. 

Among his many accolades, Sutton also 
showcased academic prowess while serving 
as the President of the National Honor Society 
and the National Junior Honor Society. 

Mr. Speaker, Sutton Norris is also a young 
man who is also is dedicated to improving his 
community through service. Sutton organized 
Prince Avenue Christian School’s initial partici-
pation in Relay for Life, an organization dedi-
cated to raising awareness about cancer and 
funds to combat the disease. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I understand that Mr. 
Norris is no stranger to the rigorous work ethic 
required to be considered as a candidate for 
the United States Military Academy. With sev-
eral family members serving in different 
branches of the armed services, I am con-
fident that Sutton will accomplish his ultimate 
goal of serving his nation as a United States 
soldier. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Sutton Norris. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SEMINOLE 
STATE COLLEGE THEATRE DE-
PARTMENT’S HISTORIC COMPLE-
TION OF AUGUST WILSON’S 
‘‘PITTSBURGH CYCLE’’ 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I sub-
mit the following: 

Whereas, with its production of ‘‘Radio Golf’’ 
in February 2015, Seminole State College’s 
Theatre Department completes its 10-year 
commitment to produce all ten plays in play-
wright August Wilson’s Tony Award and Pul-
itzer Prize winning series referred to as ‘‘The 
Pittsburgh Cycle’’, an historic feat that only a 
few American theaters have accomplished, 
and 

Whereas, Seminole State College has con-
tributed to the region’s celebration, and rec-
ognition, of Black History Month over the past 
decade by presenting the ‘‘Pittsburgh Cycle’’, 
which depicts the African-American experience 
during each decade of the 20th century, and 

Whereas, Seminole State College Theatre 
Department’s production of the ‘‘Pittsburgh 
Cycle’’ demonstrates the exceptional power of 
college theater to promote active learning, and 
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encourage individual development and growth, 
and 

Whereas, Seminole State College’s decade 
long productions of the plays that make up the 
‘‘Pittsburgh Cycle’’ provided unique opportuni-
ties for student, community, and professional 
theater members to work with nationally re-
nowned veterans of African-American theater. 

Therefore, in recognition of Seminole State 
College’s remarkable completion of August 
Wilson’s ‘‘Pittsburgh Cycle’’, I, CORRINE 
BROWN, Representative of the 5th District of 
Florida, congratulate Seminole State College 
and its Theatre Department, and encourage 
the Seminole County and Seminole State Col-
lege community to join in the celebration of 
this most noteworthy achievement. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR MELISSA 
DUNLOW 

HON. BRAD ASHFORD 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Melissa Dunlow for her 25 
years of service in the United States Air Force 
Reserves, seventeen of which were served on 
active duty. Mrs. Dunlow grew up in Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wisconsin. She had an interest in 
traveling and although she had the desire to 
attend college, it was not financially feasible. 
In her senior year of high school, Mrs. Dunlow 
entered the delayed enlistment program, and 
subsequently active duty with the United 
States Air Force. Mrs. Dunlow was first as-
signed to Tinker AFB in Oklahoma as an Air 
Transportation Specialist; which primarily 
meant manual labor of loading cargo and pas-
sengers onto military aircraft. Mrs. Dunlow ap-
plied for and was approved to cross-train into 
the paralegal career field where she could per-
form administrative work. During the four and 
a half years Mrs. Dunlow served as a para-
legal, she took college classes at night and on 
Saturdays to complete her bachelor’s degree. 
She then applied for a commission and at-
tended Officer Training School about three 
weeks after her college graduation. Mrs. 
Dunlow’s first assignment as a Second Lieu-
tenant was to Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Ne-
braska, in 2003. While stationed there, she 
met her future husband, Neil who was also 
stationed at Offutt. Mrs. Dunlow applied for a 
ROTC teaching position at University of North 
Carolina—Chapel Hill. The couple married in 
June 2006 and Mrs. Dunlow was assigned to 
Chapel Hill the next month. However, her hus-
band Neil remained at Offutt to fulfill his duty 
requirement. During their separation, Mr. 
Dunlow came to realize that the Bellevue/Pa-
pillion area was where he wanted to start an 
orthodontic practice as well as a family. To-
gether, they decided to separate from active 
duty and make a life in Nebraska. Mrs. 
Dunlow returned to the area in a civil service 
position in Human Resources at STRATCOM 
while Mr. Dunlow opened a small orthodontic 
practice in Bellevue. Mrs. Dunlow joined the 
Air Force Reserves as a Liaison Officer to the 
Civil Air Patrol. After ‘‘buying in’’ her active 
duty time and completing the minimum re-
quired time in civil service, Mrs. Dunlow left 
her position with STRATCOM in September 
2012 in order to spend time at home with their 

two children who are now 6 and 4. Currently, 
Mrs. Dunlow spends days at home with their 
youngest daughter and works part-time at the 
orthodontic office as an office manager. Only 
time will tell what Mrs. Dunlow will do once 
their youngest daughter is in school full-time, 
maybe she will utilize her Master’s degree, or 
perhaps she will strike out a new career after 
using the remaining two years of her GI bill to 
complete another degree. Mr. Speaker it is 
with great pleasure that I recognize Mrs. Me-
lissa Dunlow for her 25 years of military serv-
ice. What a truly inspiring career she has had 
and will continue to have. Her hard work and 
tenacity are commendable. Mrs. Dunlow rep-
resents a real American hero through her 
commitment and solidarity to her brothers and 
sisters in arms. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
49 I was unable to make votes due to the 
weather (snow storm) in Pennsylvania. Had I 
been present, I would have voted nay. 

f 

HONORING FOUR MEN FOR THEIR 
LIFE SAVING EFFORTS 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take a moment to recognize four 
individuals from the Finger Lake Region on 
the eve of the one year anniversary of their 
heroic actions. 

On February 11, 2014, an employee at 
American Rock Salt, located in New York’s 
27th district, collapsed after suffering severe 
chest pain. Through the swift actions of four 
men; Colin Keller, Gary Morrison, Michael 
Smith, and John Ayer, that individual is still 
alive and well. The group utilized an artificial 
external defibrillator and CPR skills learned 
through the Red Cross’s Safety training to 
successfully resuscitate their colleague. 

For their life-saving actions, Colin, Gary and 
Michael will be presented with Certificates of 
Merit signed by President Obama and John 
will receive a Certificate of Extraordinary Per-
sonal Action. 

The Certificate of Merit is the highest award 
given by the American Red Cross to an indi-
vidual or team of individuals who saves or 
sustains a life by using skills and knowledge 
learned in an American Red Cross Health and 
Safety Services course. 

The Certificate of Extraordinary Personal 
Action is awarded to individuals who save or 
sustain a life by action that exemplifies the 
mission of Preparedness and Health and 
Safety Services. 

I want to thank Colin, Gary, Michael, and 
John for their life saving efforts and congratu-
late them on earning these prestigious honors. 

RECOGNIZING CONGENITAL HEART 
DEFECT AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize congenital heart defect Awareness 
Week, which is February 7th through 14th, 
2015. 

Each year approximately 40,000 babies are 
born right here in the United States with con-
genital heart defects. That is an astounding 
one in every 125 babies, making this the most 
common birth defect. 

Most newborn infants are not routinely 
screened for congenital heart defects, causing 
many children to suffer or even perish early in 
life. However, if the defects are detected and 
treated early in life, they can be treated suc-
cessfully. In the past quarter century, treat-
ments have been developed enabling 500,000 
children in the U.S. to survive to adulthood. 

Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week 
serves to raise awareness about this condi-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. BESSIE MARIE 
POOLE 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to recognize the 
contributions of Mrs. Bessie Marie Poole who 
will be honored by the Gamma Beta Omega 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. at 
this year’s Diamond Anniversary Banquet in 
Wilson, North Carolina. Mrs. Poole has dedi-
cated her life to serving her community and 
she is most deserving of this recognition. 

Mrs. Poole was born August 23, 1946, in 
Wilson, North Carolina to parents Jessie and 
Edrena Ruffin. Mrs. Poole attended Elizabeth 
City State University and earned both her un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees there. Fol-
lowing her education, Mrs. Poole dedicated 
her life to educating future generations 
through a career as an English teacher. Her 
dedication to education was honored when 
Mrs. Poole was recognized as Teacher of the 
Year in 1986 by Beddingfield High School in 
Wilson. 

Mrs. Poole was initiated as a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. in 1965 while 
attending Elizabeth City State University and 
joined the Gamma Beta Omega chapter in 
1970. As a member, she has led several com-
mittees including the International Program 
Awards, Baccalaureate, Finance, and Scholar-
ship committees. She also serves as a board 
member and assistant treasurer for the Odelle 
Barnes Center. Mrs. Poole is married to Willie 
Poole, and they are proud parents of two adult 
children, Keith and Brian Poole. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Poole’s contributions to 
our great nation are many. She has committed 
her life to serving others through education. I 
ask my colleagues join me in congratulating 
Mrs. Poole on the high honor of being recog-
nized by the Gamma Beta Omega chapter of 
the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
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