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and children too, two sons and three daugh-
ters by 1940. Martin came first in 1923, and
after attending high school in Porterville, he
left the valley for the University of Southern
California.

The Second World War swept Martin into
the United States Army and across the Pacific
to the small island of Okinawa. Returning in
1947 to Delano, California, Martin married
Margaret Surjak and co-founded Jasmine
Vineyards with his cousin Vincent. The farm
marked the beginning of Martin’s rise in the
table grape industry just as it began to take
off. In 1961, production stood at 450 thousand
tons. By 2003, output had swollen to 730
thousand tons as aggressive marketing more
than doubled domestic per capita consump-
tion.

It was not an easy accomplishment. Facing
weak demand in the late 1960s, Martin con-
vinced his fellow growers to pool their re-
sources and press the California legislature to
pass the Ketchum Act, which elevated the
table grape industry to parity with California’s
other agricultural commodities. Martin—who at
various times chaired the South Central Farm-
ers Committee, the California Fresh Fruit As-
sociation, and the Delano Grape Growers
Products to promote and expand the market—
accompanied the California Table Grape Com-
mission he helped found on its first inter-
national trade mission to Japan in 1973.

As a staunch conservative with a firm belief
in individual enterprise and market economics,
Martin constantly pursued policies and goals
on behalf of valley growers. His work ethic
went hand in hand with his philanthropy; Mar-
tin was one of the original founders of the
California State University Bakersfield and a
board member of Mercy Hospital.

Martin is survived by his wife, Margaret, and
their three children: Katina, Sonya and Jon.
Today, Martin’s family operates his vineyards
with the same hard work and discipline he
personified so well. The San Joaquin Valley
has lost one of its champions, formidable and
tireless, another of those citizens for whom the
greatest generation was named. On behalf of
our community, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering the life and legacy of Martin
Zaninovich, and offering our condolences to
his family.

SERVING WITH HONOR
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Lt. Cheryl Hillegeist on her im-
pending promotion to the rank of captain in
the Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office. This
promotion will make her the highest-ranking
female officer ever to serve the Fort Bend
County Sheriff's Office. As a resident of Fort
Bend County, | sleep better at night knowing
officers like Lt. Hillegeist are on patrol looking
out for my family and the great folks who call
our diverse county home.

Hillegeist's distinguished career in law en-
forcement has spanned three decades. While
working with the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice and the Fort Bend County Sheriff's
office, her exemplary character and actions
encouraged her rapid rise through the ranks
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and the earned the recognition and gratitude
of her community. This well deserved pro-
motion is a reflection of her stellar commit-
ment to protecting our county.

| thank Lt. Cheryl Hillegeist for her dedica-
tion to service and extraordinary conduct in
the discharge of her public duties. On behalf
of the residents of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional of Texas, congratulations again to
Hillegeist for being promoted to captain in the
Fort Bend County Sheriff's Office.

———
RECOGNIZING CANADA CONSUL
GENERAL ROY B. NORTON’S

VISIT TO SPRINGFIELD, MO
HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to give
Consul General of Canada Roy B. Norton an
enthusiastic welcome and wish him well on his
visit to Southwest Missouri.

Consul General Norton represents Canadian
interests in Missouri as well as in lllinois and
Wisconsin. He focuses on trade, investment,
environmental, cultural and academic policy
areas.

Missouri and Canada’s alliance runs deep in
trade, impacting nearly 164,000 jobs in the
state.

Canada is a strong partner with not only
Missouri, but the U.S. as a whole. There is
deep appreciation for the resources Canada
offers such as energy and agricultural trade
and our mutual national security interests as
we partner to protect our shared borders, our
homelands from shared enemies abroad and
assisting the defense of our allies from theirs.

| am honored to recognize Consul General
Norton, his representation of Canada and the
valuable partnership the great state of Mis-
souri and Canada share. | welcome him to my
home state and continue looking forward to a
strong future and alliance ahead.

———

HONORING MATTHEW LAWRENCE
KNOPP

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Matthew Lawrence
Knopp. Matthew is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Matthew has been very active with his
troop, participating in many scout activities.
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Matthew has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Matthew Lawrence Knopp for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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RECOGNIZING THE LONG SERVICE
OF MARGARET “PEGGY”
THERESA GIERIE

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the long and distinguished service
to the country of one of my constituents, Mar-
garet “Peggy” Theresa Gierie, who is turning
90 and is, | believe, among our nation’s oldest
federal employees.

Ms. Gierie comes from a long line of military
service. She had a great grandfather who
fought in the Battle of Gettysburg, her father
survived gas attacks in World War |, and her
husband was a U.S. Army Air Corps navigator
in World War Il. Ms. Gierie added to that leg-
acy in 1945 by enlisting in the WAVES, a
women’s division of the U.S. Navy in which
she served as a telegrapher at the Philadel-
phia Navy Yard. Her service earned her a
World War Il Victory Medal.

Ms. Gierie went on to attend college and
work at several different jobs while raising
three children with her husband.

At this point in her story, no one would have
faulted her for taking a well-earned rest in re-
tirement. She has done no such thing. Ms.
Gierie re-entered the workforce after her hus-
band of 50 years passed away. And since
2007, she has found a new way to serve the
country—as a receptionist at the Sanford Vet
Center, which offers a range of services to
Maine veterans and their families.

In her time there, she has become a familiar
and welcome face to the clients who often
come to appointments early just to chat with
her. At the same time, she handles demand-
ing duties with a positive attitude, profes-
sionalism, dedication, and, above all, a never-
ending supply of energy. She goes above and
beyond for every veteran who calls or comes
through the door.

Mr. Speaker, | truly admire Ms. Gierie for
her incredible service, and would like to thank
her for the difference she has made in the
lives of Maine veterans and wish her a very
happy 90th birthday.

————

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 644 AND H.R.
636

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in support of 2 bills that
will bring tax certainty to small businesses and
families in my District.

It is legislation that will make a number of
tax provisions permanent. | encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to support
this legislation.

We have to fix the tax code for everybody—
including hardworking small businesses and
families.

| have traveled my District and have heard
from many small businesses and families who
are looking for tax relief.

H.R. 644—The Fighting Hunger Incentive
Act will promote charitable giving which will
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benefit all communities. It encourages con-
tributions to local food banks such as the
Chester County Food Bank in Exton, by mak-
ing permanent a food-inventory donation in
our tax code.

H.R. 636—America’s Small Business Tax
Relief Act will give small businesses certainty
to grow and plan for the future.

We can all agree on the fact that our tax
code needs reformed and simplified.

If we move to put these reforms in place we
can continue to work towards comprehensive
tax reform that is simpler, flatter, fairer, with
lower rates for everyone.

——

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
FREIGHT NETWORK TRUST FUND
ACT OF 2015

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today, | am intro-
ducing the National Freight Network Trust
Fund Act of 2015 along with my Co-Chair of
the bipartisan Congressional PORTS Caucus
TED POE. This legislation will provide a guar-
anteed dedicated funding source, at no addi-
tional expense to taxpayers, to serve our na-
tions freight movement.

The Port of Los Angeles is in my backyard
and when | came to Congress, | was surprised
that there was a lack of focus on ports and
freight transportation in general. One of the
reasons | co-founded the PORTS Caucus is to
educate Members about the importance of
freight transportation to our nation’s economy.

We are a consumer economy. Whether it is
a “mom and pop” store on the corner or a
large retailer like Target, we don’t think twice
when we go to these stores to purchase gro-
ceries, toys, or clothing. When we go to the
store, we expect that milk and the Barbie dolls
are on the shelf.

We also want to ensure that goods Made in
America—including manufacturing and agri-
culture—are able to be shipped efficiently
across our nation’s highways and rail to our
ports for export, which is crucial to our nation’s
continued economic success.

Ultimately, in MAP-21—our last surface
transportation bill—we were successful in in-
cluding provisions to start the conversation
about developing a national freight transpor-
tation network.

The problem is that today there are not
enough funds to keep the Highway Trust Fund
solvent—let alone make the necessary invest-
ment to modernize and increase the efficiency
of our freight network. That will not keep our
economy global competitive as we continue
progressing through the 21st Century.

For example, goods that leave the Port of
Los Angeles take 48 hours to arrive in Chi-
cago and takes 30 hours to travel across the
city. This bottleneck is unacceptable and
means higher costs for consumers, more con-
gestion, more pollution, and less jobs. The
bottom line is that we need to fund our na-
tion’s freight network.

If we fail to fund our ports, we will lose our
competitive edge and add costs to our goods.
A USDOT report, Freight Transportation: Im-
provements and the Economy, estimates the
cost of carrying freight on the highway system
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at between $25 and $200 an hour. Unex-
pected delays can increase the cost of trans-
porting goods by 50 to 250 percent.

To keep our nation’s freight network globally
competitive, | am introducing the National
Freight Network Trust Fund Act of 2015, which
would create a dedicated source of funding for
essential projects to improve and modernize
our freight network at no new cost to the pub-
lic.

This legislation would create a National
Freight Network Trust Fund and deposit 5% of
all import duties collected by Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) at Ports of Entry into
the Fund to be spent only on freight transpor-
tation. Neither businesses nor taxpayers would
incur any new cost because it uses a small
percentage of funds our CBP officials already
are collecting at the border as freight enters
our nation.

Five percent of import duties amounts to
roughly $2 billion in the Trust Fund every year
at our current rate of imports, a level that
would help address the nation’s infrastructure
funding deficit and allow us to make essential
investments in the freight network.

This legislation would create the National
Freight Network Trust Fund as an off-budget
trust fund to only serve the roads of the Na-
tional Freight Network and those roads and
rail that connect the Network to Ports of Entry.

The legislation would also direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to work in accordance
with the National Freight Strategic Plan to
identify improvements to the National Freight
Network, on-dock rail, and roads and rail that
connect the Network to Ports of Entry, which
show the greatest need in providing for the
movement of freight and goods across the
United States. It would also provide grants at
the Secretary’s discretion to State, regional
and local transportation authorities to make
freight network improvements.

This bill will infuse billions back into the
economy every year, help create good paying
American jobs and keep our nation’s ports
strong and globally competitive.

This is a win for our ports and for our na-
tion’s economy. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

———

RECOGNIZING STELLA M. KOCH ON
HER RETIREMENT FROM THE
AUDUBON NATURALIST SOCIETY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 2015

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and commend my good friend, Stella
M. Koch, on the occasion of her retirement
after a distinguished career with the Audubon
Naturalist Society, where she led conservation
and environmental education and protection
efforts throughout Northern Virginia and the
Commonwealth. Safeguarding our natural en-
vironment has been more than a profession
for Stella, it's been her passion. She truly em-
bodies the famous epithet of the late Con-
necticut Governor Ella Grasso, “bloom where
you'’re planted.”

Stella’s environmental advocacy took root in
the classroom, when she taught biology and
was the science department chair at the Ed-
mund Burke School in Washington, D.C., from
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1977 to 1991. A fortuitous call to the Audubon
Naturalist Society to inquire about working
with its membership on Chesapeake Bay and
land conservation issues ultimately led to her
being hired by ANS to join its Virginia con-
servation staff, where she has spent the past
24 years. Through her professional duties and
personal engagement in multiple community
organizations, Stella has played a vital role in
virtually every major environmental initiative in
Northern Virginia for the past quarter century.

| was pleased to be among the first to re-
cruit Stella into our effort more than 20 years
ago, and she has been a wonderful partner
ever since. At the time, | was president of the
Fairfax Federation of Citizen’s Associations
and convinced Stella to become the Federa-
tion’s Environmental Chair. She wasted no
time, diving into weighty issues during her
two-year tenure, including helping to prevent a
planned roadway from splitting Huntley Mead-
ows Park in southern Fairfax and blocking a
private effort to bring public sewer service and
new development to Mason Neck, an environ-
mentally sensitive area along the Potomac
most notable for its National Wildlife Refuge
that was created to protect local bald eagles.

During this time she was instrumental in es-
tablishing the Virginia Environmental Network,
and its successor the Virginia Conservation
Network, which coordinated the activities of
local and regional environmental groups
across the Commonwealth. Through the Audu-
bon Naturalist Society and her local civic en-
gagement, Stella successfully pushed back on
the proposed Disney theme park in
Haymarket. Building on the public interest in
the region’s growth generated by that experi-
ence, the environmental community launched
an effort that led to the creation of the Coali-
tion for Smarter Growth to focus on educating
people and community leaders about the im-
portance and value in building more livable
communities with mass transit connections
and walkability.

Stella was first appointed to serve on the
County’s Environmental Quality Advisory Com-
mittee in 1996. She has since been re-
appointed by me and my successor as Chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors, Sharon
Bulova. Stella has served as chairman of the
Committee for several years, and she also
serves as one of the County’s appointees to
the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority.
Under Stella’s leadership, the Committee has
become an influential voice, filing an annual
report with the Board of Supervisors that
serves as the blueprint for most local efforts to
improve and protect our natural environment—
addressing air quality; climate change; eco-
logical resources; energy efficiency; hazardous
materials; land use and transportation; noise,
light, and visible pollution; solid waste; water
resources; and wildlife. It has become a model
nationwide.

Stella was instrumental in crafting Fairfax
County’s 20-year Environmental Agenda, the
first such long-range vision ever adopted by
the County, addressing all facets of the envi-
ronment from improving air quality to pre-
serving more of the county’s green spaces to
providing recreational options for residents. As
a result of that plan, the County’s Environ-
mental Improvement Program won its first
Achievement Award from the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, and we built on that suc-
cess with the Cool Counties initiative, a na-
tional effort to help local governments reduce
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