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life and shared history and to celebrate the
interconnectedness of our two communities.
The Rio Grande, “El Rio Bravo,” on the south-
ern border of the U.S. and Mexico binds our
two communities—one region with family and
friends living on both sides of the border. Over
generations we have shared memories and
built relationships that span beyond any line or
boundary.

The current security situation has strained
our way of life, and those of us who fre-
quented Matamoros to visit family and friends
or to have dinner in the heart of the city have
not been able to visit in a long time. In the
face of today’s challenges, the annual Charro
Days Fiesta recommits the two communities to
our valued friendship. We join in celebration of
our shared past, customs, cultures and tradi-
tions, and to solidify our resolve for a better
tomorrow.

Every year, the Mr. Amigo Association Se-
lection Committee names an individual who
serves as a role model for the community. The
recipient must be a Mexican citizen who has
contributed to friendship and understanding
between the U.S. and Mexico, and has ex-
celled in their profession, exemplifying the
highest standards in their personal and profes-
sional lives.

Mr. Amigo 2014, Juan Osorio Ortiz, was
born on June 24, 1957, in Mexico City. His
passion for theatre started as a young boy
when he would memorize all the lines and
roles in school plays and fill in when someone
was absent. At a young age, he went to
televicentro, a training school for actors and
actresses in  Mexico. His interest in
telenovelas, or soap operas, was sparked
when he participated in “El Amor Tiene Cara
de Mujer.”

Working his way up the ladder in the enter-
tainment industry, he began as a production
assistant and had the opportunity to advance
in 1986 when he stepped in as executive di-
rector on the soap opera “La Gloria y El
Infierno”. Juan Osorio Ortiz has been an exec-
utive producer of soap operas ever since. In
the past 28 years, he has produced 24 soap
operas, including “Mi Corazon Es Tuyo,” “Una
Familia Con Suerte,” “Tormenta en El
Paraiso,” “Salome,” “Marisol,” and “Clarisa.”

Today, we honor Juan Osorio Ortiz for his
years of work bringing real life issues to the
small screen in a thoughtful and engaging
way. | join Brownsville, Texas, and Mata-
moros, Tamaulipas in welcoming him to
Charro Days.

——————

HONORING SHARON
GOLDSWORTHY

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate my friend, Mayor
Sharon Goldsworthy on being named the 2015
Germantown, Tennessee Lions Club Citizen of
the Year. This award highlights her wonderful
career in public service and enhances her leg-
acy of dedication, passion, and commitment
for the people of Germantown and all of
Shelby County, Tennessee.

Mrs. Goldsworthy and her husband, Jim,
moved to Germantown in 1977. Mrs.
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Goldsworthy saw a need and became involved
with the local schools and the issues they
were facing. Involvement with the PTA and
other organizations eventually led her to com-
mission and board meetings and a desire to
be a part of the decision-making process. In
1992, Mrs. Goldsworthy was elected Alder-
man, and she was elected Mayor of German-
town in 1994.

Despite the “part-time” job she acquired,
Mayor Goldsworthy worked overtime for the
betterment of her city. She served on the Ten-
nessee Air Pollution Control Board, Governor’s
Council on Higher Education, Chickasaw
Basin Authority, Regional Rail Steering Com-
mittee, and Metro Planning Organization
Transportation Board. Her service took her to
halls and committee rooms in both Nashville
and Washington with the West Tennessee
Mayors Association, Tennessee Women in
Government, the Tennessee Municipal
League, and the United States Conference of
Mayors. Through budgets, drainage issues,
railroad crossings, public television, and thou-
sands of other issues, Mayor Goldsworthy al-
ways fought for those in need and was ever-
ready to meet any challenge or lend a helping
hand.

The Germantown Lions Club could not have
made a better selection for their Citizen of the
Year than Mayor Sharon Goldsworthy. Indeed
the award is a fitting tribute to the indelible
contributions Mayor Goldsworthy provided to
the people she served. On behalf of Ten-
nessee’s 8th Congressional District, | would
like to congratulate and wish the best of luck
in retirement and for all future endeavors to
the family and friends of Mrs. Sharon
Goldsworthy.

SUMGAIT POGROMS
HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 27th anniversary of the po-
grom against the Armenian residents of the
town of Sumgait, Azerbaijan. On this day in
1988, and for three days following, Azerbaijani
mobs assaulted and killed Armenians. When
the violence finally subsided, hundreds of Ar-
menian civilians had been brutally murdered
and injured, women and young girls were
raped, and some victims were tortured and
burned to death. Those that survived the car-
nage fled their homes and businesses, leaving
behind all but the clothes on their backs. The
Sumgait Pogroms came in the wake of a pat-
tern of anti-Armenian rallies throughout Azer-
baijan, aided and encouraged by high ranking
officials in the Azeri government, and touched
off a wave of violence culminating in the 1990
Pogroms in Baku.

In a pattern all too familiar to the Armenian
people, the Azerbaijani authorities made little
effort to punish those responsible, instead at-
tempting to cover up the atrocities in Sumgait
to this day, as well as denying the role of sen-
ior government officials in instigating the vio-
lence.

The Sumgait massacres led to wider repris-
als against Azerbaijan’s Armenian ethnic mi-
nority, resulting in the virtual disappearance of
a once thriving population of 450,000 Arme-
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nians living in Azerbaijan, and culminating in
the war launched against the people of
Nagorno Karabakh. That war resulted in thou-
sands dead on both sides and created over
one million refugees in both Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

Time has not healed the wounds of those
kiled and hurt in the pogroms in Sumgait,
Kirovabad, and Baku. To the contrary, hatred
of Armenians is celebrated in Azeri society, a
situation most vividly exemplified by the case
of Ramil Safarov, an Azerbaijani army captain
who savagely murdered an Armenian army
lieutenant, Gurgen Margaryan with an axe
while he slept. The two were participating in a
NATO Partnership for Peace exercise at the
time in Hungary. In 2012, Safarov was sent
home to Azerbaijan, purportedly to serve out
the remainder of his sentence. Instead, he
was pardoned, promoted, and paraded
through the streets of Baku in a sickening wel-
come home. And as we speak, Azerbaijan
continues its dangerous and provocative be-
havior along its border with Armenia and in
Karabakh.

Mr. Speaker, this April we will mark the
100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,
an event the Turkish government, Azerbaijan’s
closest ally, goes to great lengths to deny. We
must not let such crimes against humanity go
unrecognized, whether they occurred yester-
day or 27 years ago or 100 years ago. Today,
let us pause to remember the victims of the
atrocities of the Sumgait pogroms. Mr. Speak-
er, it is our moral obligation to condemn
crimes of hatred and to remember the victims,
in hope that history will not be repeated.

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN HEART
MONTH

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize American Heart Month
and commend the staff and volunteers of the
American Heart Association, and the organiza-
tions in New Jersey and around the country
for participating in this year’s successful effort
to raise awareness of heart disease and the
associated risks.

American Heart Month is a critical public
awareness tool that helps promote heart-
healthy lifestyles, with a focus on prevention
and incorporating a healthy diet and exercise
into all of our daily lives.

Last Congress, | was honored to accept the
position of co-chair of the Congressional Heart
and Stroke Coalition. For nearly 20 years, the
Coalition has served as a resource for all
members of Congress and worked to advance
federal policies that raise the quality of life for
individuals with heart disease.

The partnership of the Association and the
Coalition is critical to raising awareness of the
disease and ensuring those of us making deci-
sions on funding and policy are educated on
how what we do affects those suffering. The
Association’s briefings—which they organize
throughout the year—are a key component of
this strategy.

Heart and stroke patients, as well as their
loved ones and caregivers, need vocal advo-
cates on Capitol Hill to ensure access to qual-
ity care and treatments. We have a duty to
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see that programs aimed at combating cardio-
vascular disease, or CVD, as well as medical
research for prevention and treatment of
stroke and heart attacks, are supported appro-
priately at the federal level.

Mr. Speaker, the numbers and their public
health implications are shocking. CVD is the
nation’s number one killer. A staggering 85.6
million people—1 in 3 American adults—suffer
from heart disease, stroke, or other cardio-
vascular diseases. An American dies from car-
diovascular disease every 40 seconds. It is
estimated that by 2030, about 44% percent of
all adult Americans will be affected by heart
disease—with direct and indirect costs from
CVD estimated to reach almost $1 trillion by
2030.

Further, as both the Association and the
CDC point out, heart disease is sometimes
thought of as a “man’s disease.” Yet, heart
disease, stroke, and other cardiovascular dis-
eases are the No. 1 killer of women in the
United States, claiming the lives of 398,035
women per year. According to the Heart Asso-
ciation, nearly half of all women are not aware
that heart disease is the leading cause of
death for women.

That's worth repeating, Mr. Speaker. Every
minute, one woman dies as a result of CVD or
a stroke.

The American Heart Association is leading
the charge in raising awareness of this fact
through coordinated campaigns, like National
Wear Red Day and Go Red For Women.

One organization working in my Congres-
sional district is the Meridian Health Founda-
tion’s “Women’s Heart Fund.” Since its incep-
tion in 2007, the Foundation—focused on pro-
moting heart health in Monmouth and Ocean
County—has funded nursing scholarships,
equipment for management of the most se-
vere heart attacks and vascular screenings,
and boosted funding for the Pediatric Cardi-
ology Program at the K. Hovnanian Children’s
Hospital and the CardioVascular Intensive
Care Unit at the Jersey Shore University Med-
ical Center, which opened last year.

While American Heart Month comes to a
close tomorrow, it's important we continue
these efforts year round. | would like to thank
all of my colleagues who are members of the
Congressional Heart and Stroke Coalition and
urge those who have not yet joined to do so.
Help us continue and grow the critical Coali-
tion-Association partnership that is working to
improve our constituents’ health, families, and
future.

——————

HONORING THOR CONSTRUCTION’S
35TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 35th anniversary of the
founding of Thor Construction, one of the larg-
est minority-owned construction companies in
Minnesota, and an industry leader for con-
tracting projects nationwide.

Founded with the objective of becoming the
number one minority-owned company in the
country, Thor Construction is well on its way
to achieving that goal. Since 1980, Thor has
led many of Minnesota’s largest construction
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projects. Its impressive track record includes
work on Target Field, the Minneapolis Central
Library, the TCF Bank Stadium at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, the Minneapolis Convention
Center, and the new Minnesota Vikings foot-
ball stadium. Thor Construction shows no
signs of tiring in its mission to provide top-
notch construction work that benefits both
workers of color and communities at large.

Richard Copeland, the founder and chair-
man of Thor, is proud that his company “gen-
erates new investments and exponential re-
turns to the communities [they] serve.” This
guiding principle of social service in conjunc-
tion with high-quality development has led to
projects in countless communities around Min-
nesota, as well as in at least six other states
and five foreign countries. These industry
leaders have jumped at every opportunity to
expand their mission, moving well above and
beyond humble Midwestern beginnings to
leave a mark on the world around them.

Thor Construction has received accolades
from the City of Minneapolis, Black Enterprise,
the US Green Building Council, and numerous
other groups for their innovative approach to
constructing with purpose. By creating good-
paying, union jobs for thousands of under-
served individuals, Thor Construction con-
tinues to ensure that building projects also en-
tail community development.

| am proud to represent the congressional
district that Thor Construction calls home, and
| eagerly await the day that | can congratulate
them for achieving their goal of becoming the
number one minority owned company in the
United States.

———

REMEMBERING THE KHOJALY
TRAGEDY

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in re-
membrance of the 613 Azerbaijani men,
women, and children killed in Khojaly on Feb-
ruary 25 and 26, 1992. Marking the anniver-
sary of such a tragedy is difficult, but it is crit-
ical that we remember and honor the precious
lives lost.

Azerbaijan has been a reliable friend and
valuable ally of the United States, and it is ap-
propriate for Congress to commemorate the
victims of the Khojaly tragedy as our Azer-
baijani friends mark the 23rd anniversary of
the event.

Despite such hardships, Azerbaijan has
been a great support to U.S. efforts in the War
on Terror, and the country has made great
strides over its short history as an inde-
pendent nation to promote economic growth
and prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering the town and people of
Khojaly who died on those fateful days and in
offering our deepest condolences to Azer-
baijan on this tragic anniversary.
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RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF MASSACRES AGAINST ARME-
NIANS IN SUMGAIT

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the twenty-seventh anniversary of
the pogroms against people of Armenian de-
scent in Sumgait, Azerbaijan. My district is
home to thousands of Armenian-Americans,
many who are the sons and daughters of sur-
vivors. As they know well, Azerbaijani rioters
started a murderous rampage in response to
peaceful protests on February 27, 1988, that
forever changed Armenia. During those three
days, scores of Armenians were killed, hun-
dreds were wounded, and thousands were
forced to leave their homes and livelihoods
behind.

As we recognize this tragedy, we should
also take this time to commend the people of
Nagorno Karabakh on being the first to de-
mand their right to freedom and self-govern-
ance from the Soviet Union. Although a small
nation, Nagorno Karabakh sparked the de-
mocracy movement that ended decades of
dictatorial rule in the USSR and eventually led
to the fall of the Soviet Union.

Sadly, the Azerbaijani government continues
to act as an aggressor today. In November
2014, Azerbaijani armed forces shot down a
Nagorno-Karabakh helicopter participating in a
training exercise near the cease-fire line, kill-
ing the three crew members on board. This
aggression is completely unacceptable and
further hurts efforts to achieve a peaceful res-
olution.

Today, | ask my colleagues to stand with
the proud people of Nagorno Karabakh in rec-
ognizing the anniversary of these tragic
events. Let today serve as a reminder for
each and every one of us to continue advo-
cating for human rights and democratic free-
doms around the world.

————

HONORING THE 2015 ACADEMY
NOMINEES OF THE 11TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT NEW JER-
SEY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, every
year, more school seniors from the 11th Con-
gressional District trade in varsity jackets for
Navy pea coats, Air Force flight suits, and
Army brass buckles than most other districts
in the country. But this is nothing new—our
area has repeatedly sent an above average
portion of its sons and daughters to the na-
tion’s military academies for decades.

This fact should not come as a surprise.
The educational excellence of area schools is
well known and has long been a magnet for
families looking for the best environment in
which to raise their children. Our graduates
are skilled not only in mathematics, science,
and social studies, but also have solid back-
grounds in sports, debate teams, and other
extracurricular activities. This diverse upbring-
ing makes military academy recruiters sit up
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