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process. This makes the “Quick Count” being
planned by a coalition of Nigerian civil society
groups vital in providing any confidence that
the vote on February 14th reflects the will of
the people.

In the face of all the challenges faced by Ni-
geria, its allies—such as the United States—
must understand fully the context of this situa-
tion in order to determine how best to be of
help. We hope that the Nigerian Government
resulting from the February elections will be
accepting of outside advice and assistance.
Nigeria is the proverbial “too big to fail” na-
tion. A collapse of its economy, increase in
refugees to its neighbors or spread of its
homegrown terrorism to the region and the
broader international community clearly will be
problematic for more than just Nigeria. Reli-
gious extremism already is a problem else-
where in the Sahel region. Last month, Muslim
extremists destroyed more than 40 Christian
churches in Niger because of what they felt
was irreverent depictions of the prophet Mo-
hammed—not in Niger but in Europe. The
hearing was just the beginning of our renewed
efforts to help Nigeria address the problems
that threaten its stability. We must be honest
with Nigerians and ourselves about the difficul-
ties we both face. This is why we have asked
our witnesses to give their honest assess-
ments of where we are in the various situa-
tions Nigeria encounters and to suggest what
actions our Government can and should take
to be most helpful. It is in our mutual interest
to do so, and therefore, we will continue our
efforts to restore full military and security co-
operation between our two countries.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL
BROADCASTERS

SPEECH OF

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the invaluable service that local
broadcasters bring to North Carolina’s 8th
Congressional district.

From coverage on the most serious issues
facing our communities to commentary on
local sports teams, we often turn to our local
television and radio stations to provide us with
timely and relevant news coverage.

Just this week, North Carolina experienced
a winter storm that impacted my constituents.
It was local broadcasters who were there to
deliver emergency communications, weather
forecasts, tips on staying safe, and information
regarding school closures.

Time and time again, the tireless efforts of
our local broadcasting teams produce in-depth
reporting that keeps citizens informed on a va-
riety of topics that are important to their lives.

They often lead the way in generosity in our
communities and encourage citizens to lend a
helping hand to their fellow neighbor.

It is an honor to extend these remarks
thanking the local broadcasters in North Caro-
lina’s 8th Congressional district for their serv-
ice to our communities.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH—
WEEKSVILLE (BROOKLYN, NY)

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, as
Black History Month comes to a close, | would
like to share with you the untold story of
Weeksville. Weeksville, though rarely men-
tioned among the historically black and vibrant
neighborhoods, was very dynamic and was
founded by African-American free men in
Brooklyn during the 19th century.

In 1838, a former Virginia slave named
James Weeks bought land from another free
African-American man. Several African-Amer-
ican investors, political activists and other free
men from the South started moving to this plot
of land bought by Mr. Weeks. As more and
more people moved to this Promised Land, it
became known as Weeksville. By 1850, more
than 500 African-American free men were re-
siding in Weeksville.

According to historical reports, the popu-
lation of Weeksville was quite diverse, two of
the residents were born in Africa, 40% of the
residents were south-born and the rest of the
inhabitants were from all over the East Coast.
Not only was Weeksville diverse, but it was
also a successful and independent community.
One-third of the men in the neighborhood over
the age of 21 were landowners, the commu-
nity had its own churches, had a school which
was the first school in the U.S. to integrate
both staff and students, and a newspaper
called “Freedman’s Torchlight”. In the 1860s,
the national headquarter of the African Society
Civilization was located in Weeksville and the
neighborhood also housed an orphanage
called the Howard Colored Orphan Asylum.

Today, all that remains of Weeksville are
four small cottages known as the Hunter Road
houses. Fortunately, the Weeks Heritage Cen-
ter formed in 1972 has managed to raise
funds to preserve the houses as National His-
toric places. Preserving such landscapes is
important to educate our children and to em-
brace the beauty of their heritage.

If you want to learn more about Weeksville,
| invite you to read the book “Brooklyn’s
Promised Land: The Free Black Community of
Weeksville, New York” by Judith Wellman. In
this book, Professor Wellman provides details
about the everyday lives of the inhabitants of
Weeksville and also narrates the rise and fall
of this promising community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, on
February 26, 2015 my vote on roll call no. 98
was not recorded electronically. | would like to
state that | intended to vote “no”.

February 27, 2015

TRIBUTE TO THE TRINITY COL-
LEGE BANTAMS MENS SQUASH
TEAM—2015 NATIONAL  CHAM-
PIONS

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the 2015 National
Team Championship (NTC) Men’s champions,
the Trinity College Bantams. On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22, the men secured their 15th national
titte and Potter Cup.

Their accomplishments continue to raise the
standard for athleticism and achievement. |
would like to congratulate each member of the
team, Coach Paul Assaiante, and all the fans
and supporters who made this great victory
possible. Also, the Trinity’s women’s squash
team deserves special recognition for their
strong season under Coach Wendy Bartlett.

| cannot communicate these achievements
more articulately than the Hartford Courant did
in its editorial published on February 23rd:
Trinity College Bantams Rule Men’s Squash
Roost.

| submit the text of that article.

[From The Hartford Courant, Feb. 23, 2015]

TRINITY COLLEGE BANTAMS RULE MEN’S
SQUASH ROOST

Congratulations to Trinity College’s men’s
squash team, which defended its home court
Sunday and brought home its 15th national
championship since 1998. The Bantams re-
claimed the crown they have lost only lost
four times in 19 consecutive finals appear-
ances. Once the mouse that roared among
the indoor racket game’s longtime Ivy
League establishment, Trinity has gone from
upstart to pacesetter.

Under the steady tutelage of coach Paul
Assaiante, who has guided the team’s re-
markable rise to the squash elite, the Ban-
tams won a handy 7-2 victory over St. Law-
rence University, which was making its ini-
tial appearance in the national finals. It was
the first time that no Ivy League team was
in the Potter Cup finals since the champion-
ship began in 1989. Among college champions
crowned since 1942, only the U.S. Naval
Academy and Trinity have supplanted Ivy
League schools as national champions. In a
sign of the sport’s broadening reach, the Uni-
versity of Rochester and Franklin and Mar-
shall College were other non-Ivy contenders
this year.

Trinity’s women’s squash team, the 2014
national champions, deserves its own con-
gratulations for a strong season that fell one
win short of defending its title. The women,
under coach Wendy Bartlett, lost in the na-
tional finals to the Harvard University
women on Feb. 15.

———
RECOGNIZING DENVER INTER-
NATIONAL AIRPORT’'S (DIA) 20

YEARS OF SERVICE
HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 27, 2015

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Denver International Airport’s (DIA)

20 years of service to the people of Colorado.
The airport started serving flyers on February
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