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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | rise today
in observation of Women’s History Month and
its 2015 theme: Weaving the Stories of Wom-
en’s Lives. Each year, the National Women’s
History Project selects a unifying theme to rec-
ognize and promote Women’s History Month.
This year’s theme recounts the individual and
collective narratives that have been woven
into the history of our nation and celebrates
the important economic, cultural, political, and
social contributions women have made to our
history and their continued impact on our fu-
ture. This year also marks the 35th anniver-
sary of the National Women’s History Project.

Women have played a crucial and unique
role throughout America’s history by providing
the majority of the volunteer labor force in the
country. American women of every race,
class, and ethnic background have served as
early leaders in every major progressive social
change movement including the abolitionist
movement, the emancipation movement, the
industrial labor movement, the civil rights
movement, and the peace movement. These
remarkable women were leaders and orga-
nizers who not only secured their own rights
and access to equal opportunity, but also
served as a voice for many disenfranchised
and undervalued populations.

Throughout our nation’s history, there are
many examples of women who have worked
diligently to uncover these stories of leader-
ship and have succeeded in writing women
into the pages of our nation’s history. Strong
role models such as Delilah L. Beasley, the
first African American woman to be regularly
published in a major metropolitan newspaper,
and Eleanor Flexner, whose groundbreaking
1959 book, Century of Struggle: The Woman’s
Rights Movement in the United States,
brought to light the adversity women over-
came in the workplace and the voting booth.
These women pioneered the way for other
great journalists, historians, educators, and
anthropologists such as Lynn Sherr, a broad-
cast journalist and author who advocated for
women’s equal access to healthcare and so-
cial change both on screen and in print. Be-
cause of these courageous trailblazers women
today are empowered to share their stories of
achievement, leadership, courage, and
strength, and to speak out against injustice,
prejudice, and inequality.

These revolutionary women have retold their
own personal tales of struggles and suc-
cesses, as well as the tribulations and tri-
umphs of other women. These accounts of the
lives of individual women are pivotal because
they not only acknowledge strong female role
models who share an unlimited vision of what
a woman can accomplish, but they also chal-

lenge stereotypes and social assumptions
about who women are and what women can
achieve today. Numerous female scholars, au-
thors, and social activists, both past and
present, serve as outstanding examples who
reflect the 2015 theme, Weaving the Stories of
Women'’s Lives.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to join in cele-
brating Women’s History Month and to recog-
nize that after decades of dedication, perse-
verance, contributions, and advances, the sto-
ries of American women from all cultures and
classes are being printed, spoken, recognized,
and celebrated. In an effort to illustrate the
many courageous and dedicated women
throughout America’s history, we remember
and recount the tales of our ancestors’ talents,
sacrifices, and commitments that serve as an
inspiration to today’s generation of both
women and men. | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating
the many ways that women’s history has be-
come woven into the fabric of our national
story.

————

IN HONOR OF MAE CAROL
JOHNSON

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of a great American. | had the
honor of knowing Mae Carol Johnson of Sea-
side, California, for many years. Mae was the
Monterey Peninsula’s super mom. She dedi-
cated her life to service. No matter who you
were, she wanted to help. She combined the
world’s biggest heart with its biggest smile.
She lit up every room she entered and when
she spoke everybody wanted to listen. She
died on February 24, 2015 at the age of 82.
Her passing has left a huge hole in the fabric
of our community.

Mae lived a full life. She was born in Colum-
bus, Georgia. She moved to the Monterey Pe-
ninsula in 1954 and after her divorce in 1962,
she took on the responsibility of raising her
daughter and 5 sons as a single parent. She
worked as a domestic by day and took college
courses at night to earn a teaching credential
which launched her career as an educator.

During her impressive 35 year career, she
served as a teacher, counselor, dean, vice
principal and principal. Her reading and think-
ing programs, developed under her leadership
at Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School re-
ceived state recognition. In 1987, she was a
recipient of the Milken Family Foundation Edu-
cator Award. She served on several boards in-
cluding the Community Hospital of the Mon-
terey Peninsula, the Community Foundation of
Monterey County, and The Village Project.
Mae was a founding member of the Delta
Sigma Theta, Sorority, Inc. Monterey Penin-
sula Alumnae Chapter and a member of
Friendship Baptist Church.

Mae earned her Masters Degree from the
Monterey Institute of International Studies.
She embraced her role as a leader and her
campuses were training grounds for several
top Monterey Peninsula Unified School District
principals. She challenged others to always
strive for excellence.

Mae enjoyed poetry, the performing arts and
family gatherings. She is predeceased by her
daughter, Roselyn Johnson. She is survived
by her brother, Cleotis Webb, Coleman, GA,
sister, Cheryl Lawrence, Chicago, IL, sons
Andre and Ronald Johnson of Monterey,
Edwin Johnson of Las Vegas, Kenneth John-
son of Tracy and Robert (Bobby) Johnson of
Los Angeles, 9 grandchildren and her beloved
friend and companion, Martin Taylor.

Mr. Speaker, | know that | speak for the
whole House in sharing our condolences with
Mae’s children, grandchildren, extended fam-
ily, and countless friends. We owe them a
debt of gratitude for sharing such a remark-
able woman with our nation. The world is a
better place because of Mae’s journey with it.

———

A TRIBUTE TO NOLAN
HELLICKSON IN THE FIRST SES-
SION OF THE 114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Nolan
Hellickson of Southeast Polk High School for
winning the Class 3A 126 pound bracket at
the lowa High School State Wrestling tour-
nament on February 21, 2015.

lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs in our state, producing col-
lege and Olympic champions for years. Win-
ning a state championship is the culmination
of years of hard work and commitment, not
only on the part of Mr. Hellickson, but also his
family, teammates, and coaches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this stu-
dent-athlete demonstrates the rewards of hard
work, dedication, and perseverance. | am hon-
ored to represent him and his family in the
United States Congress. | know all of my col-
leagues in the House join me in congratulating
Nolan on competing in this rigorous competi-
tion and wishing continued success in his edu-
cation and wrestling career.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 104TH
BIRTHDAY OF ANNE THEROUX

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Anne Theroux, a resident of
Harwich, who today celebrates her 104th birth-
day.
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