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allowing the agriculture sector to use
antibiotics when absolutely necessary
to preserve animal health. I ask my
colleagues to work with me to enact
this important bipartisan bill.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
COONS, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 622. A Dbill to strengthen families’
engagement in the education of their
children; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I in-
troduce the Family Engagement in
Education Act with my colleagues Sen-
ator COONs and Senator WHITEHOUSE. I
thank Representatives THOMPSON and
DESAULNIER for introducing the House
companion of this bipartisan bill.

Research demonstrates that family
engagement in a child’s education in-
creases student achievement, improves
attendance, and reduces dropout rates.
A study by Anne Seitsinger and Steven
Brand at the University of Rhode Is-
land’s Center for School Improvement
and Educational Policy found that stu-
dents whose parents support their edu-
cation through learning activities at
home and discuss the importance of
education perform better in school.
The importance of family engagement
begins even before a child enters
school. For example, Scholastic’s re-
cent Kids and Family Reading Report
found that among children ages 6-11, 60
percent of frequent readers, those who
read 5-7 days per week for fun, were
read to aloud by a parent 5-7 times per
week before they entered kindergarten.

Too often, however, family engage-
ment is not built into our school im-
provement efforts in a systematic way.
The Family Engagement in Education
Act will promote and strengthen mean-
ingful family engagement policies and
programs at the national, State, and
local levels to ensure that all students
are on track to be career and college-
ready.

Our legislation will empower parents
by increasing school district resources
dedicated to family engagement activi-
ties from one percent to 2 percent of
the district’s Title I allocation. It will
also improve the quality of family en-
gagement practices at the school level
by requiring school districts to develop
and implement standards-based poli-
cies and practices for family-school
partnerships. It will build State and
local capacity for effective family en-
gagement in education by setting aside
at least 0.3 percent of the State Title I
allocation for statewide family engage-
ment in education activities, such as
establishing statewide family engage-
ment centers to continue and enhance
the work that had been supported
through the Parent Information Re-
source Centers. For States with Title I-
A allocations above $60 million, grants
will be provided to at least one local
family engagement in education center
to provide innovative programming
and services, such as leadership train-
ing and family literacy, to local fami-
lies and to remove barriers to family
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engagement, and to support activities
in the highest need areas of the State.
Finally, at the national level, our leg-
islation will require the Secretary of
Education to convene practitioners, re-
searchers, and other experts in the
field of family engagement in edu-
cation to develop recommended
metrics for measuring the quality and
outcomes of family engagement in a
child’s education.

This legislation builds on my suc-
cessful efforts in the last reauthoriza-
tion of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, ESEA, the 2001 No
Child Left Behind Act, to incorporate
provisions throughout the law to
strengthen and boost parental involve-
ment. Developed with the National
Family, School, and Community En-
gagement Working Group, which in-
cludes organizations such as National
PTA, United Way Worldwide, Harvard
Family Research Project, and National
Council of La Raza, and endorsed by
hundreds of local, State, and national
organizations, this legislation rep-
resents the broad consensus that we
must do a better job of engaging fami-
lies in all aspects of their children’s
education.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
Family Engagement in Education Act,
and to work for its inclusion in forth-
coming legislation to reauthorize and
renew the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 93—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE COU-
RAGEOUS WORK AND LIFE OF
RUSSIAN OPPOSITION LEADER
BORIS NEMTSOV, AND CALLING
FOR A SWIFT AND TRANS-
PARENT INVESTIGATION INTO
HIS TRAGIC MURDER IN MOSCOW
ON FEBRUARY 27, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
CoTTON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CORKER, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. COoONS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. GARDNER, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. ISAKSON) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 93

Whereas, on February 27, 2015, former dep-
uty prime minister Boris Nemtsov was shot
four times in the back within view of the
Kremlin and a few short blocks from FSB
headquarters in Russia’s capital city Mos-
COWw;

Whereas Mr. Nemtsov dedicated his life to
the cause of freedom and human rights for
the Russian people and sought to rid Russia’s
government of the corruption that fuels
authoritarianism;

Whereas President Barack Obama called
Mr. Nemtsov a ‘‘tireless advocate’ for the
rights of Russian citizens;

Whereas Prime Minister David Cameron
said Mr. Nemtsov’'s ‘‘life was dedicated to

S1219

speaking up tirelessly for the Russian peo-
ple, to demanding their right to democracy
and liberty under the rule of law, and to an
end to corruption. He did so without fear,
and never gave in to intimidation’’;

Whereas, on March 1, 2015, over 50,000 peo-
ple representing a wide range of political
parties and movements marched solemnly
through Moscow to honor Mr. Nemtsov’s life,
many holding signs saying “I am not
afraid’’;

Whereas, before his death, Mr. Nemtsov
planned to lead a Spring March on March 1,
2015, against the Russian military’s presence
in Ukraine;

Whereas, in the weeks prior to his death,
Mr. Nemtsov had reportedly been meeting
with the families of Russian soldiers killed

during Russia’s military operations in
Ukraine;
Whereas  Ukrainian  President Petro

Poroshenko said Mr. Nemtsov planned to re-
lease an investigative report showing proof
of Russia’s role in the Ukraine crisis;

Whereas, two years ago, Mr. Nemtsov led
the release of a report titled, “Winter Olym-
pics in the Sub-Tropics: Corruption and
Abuse in Sochi”’, which implicated Russian
President Vladimir Putin in the estimated
$26,000,000,000 frittered away in ‘‘embezzle-
ment and kickbacks’’;

Whereas Mr. Nemtsov said on Ekho
Moskvy radio hours before his murder that
President Putin was inserting Russia into
the ongoing conflict by his ‘“‘mad, aggressive
and deadly policy of war against Ukraine,”
and asserted ‘‘when power is concentrated in
the hands of one person and this person rules
forever, this will lead to absolute catas-
trophe, absolute’’;

Whereas, according to Mr. Nemtsov’s law-
yer, Vadim Prokhorov, the activist reported
threats to his safety to police authorities
who failed to provide him with protection;

Whereas Mr. Nemtsov’s associates, such as
leading opposition figure Alexei Navalny,
stated that Mr. Nemtsov would have been
under clear state surveillance as he walked
toward the Kremlin shortly before his mur-
der;

Whereas Mr. Nemtsov was murdered in one
of the most heavily-secured areas of Moscow;

Whereas opposition activist Ilya Yashin,
commenting on the murder of Nemtsov, stat-
ed that ‘‘the atmosphere of hatred toward al-
ternative thinkers that has formed over the
past year, since the annexation of Crimea,
may have played its role,” referring to the
surge of intense and officially endorsed na-
tionalist discourse in Russia since it annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula;

Whereas President Putin called critics of
his government policy ‘‘a fifth column’ and
“national traitors,” inviting violent attacks
upon them;

Whereas President Putin warned publically
in 2012, shortly after returning to the Presi-
dency, that his opponents were planning to
stage a murder of their own as a ‘‘provo-
cation’’;

Whereas several prominent critics of Presi-
dent Putin and his government have died
gruesomely since he came to power as head
of the Russian National Security Service and
through his current office of President;

Whereas, on September 21, 2000, Iskandar
Khatloni, a reporter for the Tajik-language
service of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
who had been working on stories about
human rights abuses in Chechnya, was killed
in his apartment by an ax-wielding assailant;

Whereas, on August 21, 2002, Vladimir
Golovlyov, leader of the Liberal Russia fac-
tion in the lower house of parliament, was
shot to death in a Moscow park while walk-
ing his dog after accusing President Putin of
autocratic governance;
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Whereas, on July 3, 2003, Yuri
Shchekochikhin, a vocal opposition jour-
nalist and member of the Russian Duma in-
vestigating the 1999 apartment bombings
that killed nearly 300 people, died 12 days
after being hospitalized for a mysterious ill-
ness, believed to be poison, before he could
travel to the United States to discuss Rus-
sian corruption cases with the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation;

Whereas, on October 7, 2006, journalist and
human-rights activist Anna Politkovskaya,
an outspoken critic of the Kremlin, was shot
and killed in her Moscow apartment build-
ing;

Whereas, on November 3, 2006, Alexander
Litvinenko, a former KGB officer and vocal
critic of President Putin, was poisoned when
radioactive polonium-210 was allegedly
slipped into his tea as he met with two
former Russian security services men in a
restaurant in a London hotel, and British in-
vestigators have said they have evidence of
Russian involvement in the murder of
Litvinenko;

Whereas, on August 31, 2008, Magomed
Yevloyev, owner of a news site called
Ingushetiya, popular for its human rights
and press freedom stories, died from a gun-
shot wound to the head sustained while
being transported by regional Ingushetia po-
lice following his arrest at the airport in the
regional capital;

Whereas, on January 19, 2009, human rights
lawyer Stanslav Markelov, who defended op-
ponents of the Government of the Russian
Federation, was shot dead by a man using a
pistol in the middle of the afternoon on a
busy street in Moscow;

Whereas, on July 15, 2009, Russian human
rights journalist and activist Natalia
Estemirova was abducted in front of her
home in Grozny, Chechnya, taken across the
border into Ingushetia, shot, and dumped in
a roadside gutter;

Whereas, on November 16, 2009, after
human rights lawyer Sergei Magnitsky was
jailed for uncovering $230,000,000 in tax fraud
perpetuated by Russian officials, died in
prison after being beaten and enduring hor-
rible conditions and suffering from pancrea-
titis that did not receive adequate medical
care;

Whereas President Obama called for a
“prompt, impartial, and transparent’’ inves-
tigation to bring the perpetrators of Mr.
Nemtsov’s murder to justice;

Whereas Secretary of State John Kerry
stated ‘“We hope the authorities will join the
world in producing the credible, transparent
investigation necessary to find out who did—
who was behind this and who did it.”’;

Whereas Prime Minister Cameron stated
that the callous murder must be ‘“‘fully, rap-
idly and transparently investigated, and
those responsible brought to justice’’;

Whereas suspicion of Russian authorities
in Mr. Nemtsov’s murder cannot be ruled out
given his criticism of the regime;

Whereas far too few of those responsible in
the killings cited above have been brought to
justice, raising serious questions about the
ability of Russian authorities to conduct a
credible investigation into Mr. Nemtsov’s
murder;

Whereas impunity and lack of account-
ability prevail in the Russian Federation;

Whereas law enforcement, judicial, and in-
vestigative bodies are often used to target
political opponents and civil society in the
Russian Federation and thus lack the credi-
bility to conduct an investigation them-
selves; and

Whereas the Russian Federation is a mem-
ber of both the Organization for the Security
and Cooperation in Europe and the Council
of Europe, and these independent groups
should be considered for investigation into
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Mr. Nemtsov’s murder in order to lend the
investigation credibility: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the courageous work of Rus-
sian opposition leader Boris Nemstov, who
dedicated his life to the fight against corrup-
tion and in support of the universal and in-
alienable rights of the Russian people to
freely choose their leaders and live according
to democratic standards;

(2) calls for a swift and transparent inves-
tigation into his tragic murder using mecha-
nisms from either the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) or
the Council of Europe, including allowing
willing OSCE member states to invoke the
Moscow Mechanism, as was done with
Belarus in 2011;

(3) encourages the public release of all sur-
veillance tapes in the area surrounding the
crime scene from different sources and an-
gles to aid in the investigation;

(4) urges the President to add the names of
persons that Mr. Nemtsov requested be added
to the visa ban list as provided for by the
Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Account-
ability Act of 2012 (title IV of Public Law
112-208; 126 Stat. 1502) and continue to sanc-
tion human rights violators;

(b) encourages the President to send a high
level United States delegation to Mr.
Nemtsov’s funeral service; and

(6) calls on the President to significantly
increase United Sates Government support
for like-minded partners in the Russian Fed-
eration and the region to combat the flow of
propaganda and the climate of hatred cre-
ated by President Putin in the Russian Fed-
eration.

AWARDING A CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL TO THE FOOT SOL-
DIERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN
BLOODY SUNDAY, TURNAROUND
TUESDAY, OR THE FINAL SELMA
TO MONTGOMERY VOTING
RIGHTS MARCH IN MARCH OF
1965

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 431 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 431) to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the Foot Soldiers who partici-
pated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround Tues-
day, or the final Selma to Montgomery Vot-
ing Rights March in March of 1965, which
served as a catalyst for the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 431) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

March 2, 2015

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic
leader, pursuant to Public Law 107-252,
Title II, Section 214, reappoints the fol-
lowing individual to the Election As-
sistance Board of Advisors: Dr. Barbara
Simons of California.

——————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 3,
2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday,
March 3; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following leader
remarks, the Senate be in a period of
morning business until 10:30 a.m., with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each, with the
time equally divided, and that the ma-
jority control the first half and the
Democrats control the final half; fur-
ther, that at 10:30 a.m. the Senate re-
cess until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the
joint meeting of Congress with His Ex-
cellency Benjamin Netanyahu, the
Prime Minister of Israel, as well as the
weekly conference meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator CORNYN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Texas.

————

TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate a very special
day in history, particularly in Texas
history, a day that inspires pride and
gratitude in the hearts of all the people
who call Texas home.

I rise today to commemorate Texas
Independence Day, which is today. I
will in a moment read a letter written
179 years ago from behind the walls of
an old Spanish mission called the
Alamo in my hometown of San Anto-
nio, a letter written by a 26-year-old
lieutenant colonel in the Texas Army,
William Barret Travis. In doing so, I
carry on a tradition started by the late
Senator John Tower, who represented
Texas in this body for over two dec-
ades. This tradition was upheld by his
successor, Senator Phil Gramm, and by
his second successor, Senator Kay Bai-
ley Hutchison, after him. It is a tre-
mendous honor that this privilege has
now fallen to me.

On February 24, 1836, with his posi-
tion under siege and outnumbered
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