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energy. Again, this lowering in gas 
prices will result in approximately $750 
a year of savings for the average Amer-
ican household. That is a good thing. 
But rather than hitting pause on our 
energy production, it is time to encour-
age it. 

Just this morning we were reminded 
by Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
that we are living in an increasingly 
dangerous world. Our energy security 
isn’t just about jobs and low energy 
prices. It is directly tied to our na-
tional security. Whether it is ISIS, 
whether it is Boko Haram in Nigeria 
and Chad, whether it is the Russian ag-
gression in Eastern Europe or the 
growing threat of a nuclear Iran, it is 
vitally important we move forward 
with more made-in-America energy be-
cause many of these regions that are 
filled with turmoil supply much of the 
world’s oil and natural gas. 

I remember just a year ago when we 
were having some challenges and we 
looked at the numbers of what is going 
on in Ukraine. Nearly 40 percent of the 
natural gas that is supplied in Europe 
comes through pipelines going through 
Ukraine. Thankfully, as the United 
States becomes the world’s largest oil 
producer this year, surpassing both 
Russia and Saudi Arabia, these are 
positive steps forward towards a more 
secure future for our children and 
grandchildren. We need more made-in- 
America energy, not more made-in-the- 
Middle East oil. The Keystone Pipeline 
will help us do just that. 

Looking forward, the President’s 
veto isn’t the end. This week we will 
vote to override the President’s veto. I 
hope we can get three or four more 
Senators onboard for this veto vote, 
and we can do it in the Senate. I call 
on my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle. It was encouraging to see a good 
bipartisan vote in the Senate and in 
the House in support of the Keystone 
Pipeline. Let’s stand together, and let’s 
stand with the American people and 
override the President’s shortsighted 
veto. Regardless of the vote, the fight 
is not over. 

This week the President himself said 
he would make a final decision on this 
pipeline. I hope he does. You realize it 
took the Canadians just 7 months to 
approve the Keystone Pipeline—7 
months. It has now taken our Presi-
dent over 6 years without approving 
the pipeline. We must keep the pres-
sure on this administration. We must 
continue to fight for American jobs, 
American opportunity, American en-
ergy independence, and low energy 
prices. 

I yield back my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

REMEMBERING MINNIE MINOSO 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Sun-
day, America lost a baseball legend 

when Saturino Orestes Armas Minoso 
Arrieta passed away. We knew him as 
the Cuban Comet, as Mr. White Sox, as 
the heart and soul of Chicago baseball 
on the South Side, and a beacon of 
hope for Cuban athletes everywhere. It 
is with great sorrow that Chicago loses 
its South Side White Sox champion 
only days after the North Side Cubs 
lost their champion, Ernie Banks. 

Before Minnie was Major League 
Baseball’s first black Latino star, he 
was the son of a sugarcane plantation 
worker in Perico, Cuba. He started his 
professional baseball career in Cuba, 
playing for $2 a game with the Ambro-
sia Candy team in Havana for the 1943 
season. He also worked in the company 
garage for $8 a week. But within a cou-
ple of years, he made it to Havana’s 
Marianao team, making $150 a month, 
which soon became $200 a month to 
keep him from moving even more 
quickly in his career. 

By 1946, Minnie’s talent couldn’t be 
kept away from bigger leagues. He 
signed a $300 deal to play for the New 
York Cubans of the Negro National 
League. Minnie played third base for 
the Cubans, batted .294, played in the 
All-Star Game, and helped them win 
the pennant. They would beat the 
Cleveland Buckeyes in the World Se-
ries. 

The Cleveland Indians hired Minoso 
in 1949, but the Indians barely used 
him. He spent the next 2 years in the 
minor leagues. In 1951, the Indians 
made a three-team trade with the 
White Sox and Philadelphia Phillies, 
and Minnie arrived in Chicago. 

Minnie Minoso was the first Black 
player to wear a Chicago White Sox 
uniform. His first at-bat was a home 
run. That first year, the fans gave him 
his own day, and he was selected for 
the All-Star Game. He drove opponents 
mad with his ability to get on base and 
steal bases. He unabashedly crowded 
the plate and was hit by a pitch 192 
times—just so he could steal second. 

Minnie Minoso played 12 seasons with 
the White Sox over five decades. The 
seven-time All-Star was The Sporting 
News Rookie of the Year in 1951, he 
won three Gold Gloves in left field, and 
finished in the top four in American 
League MVP four times. His number 
was retired in 1983. Minnie had a won-
derful career. He is one of two players 
ever to appear in a major league game 
in five decades. During the 1950’s, two 
players had 100 homeruns, 100 stolen 
bases, and batted .300. Those two were 
the legendary Willie Mays and Minnie 
Minoso. 

But his life was bigger than numbers. 
He brought optimism to all those 
around him. Nothing made him happier 
than when the White Sox won the 
World Series in 2005 with fellow Cubans 
Jose Conteras and Orlando Hernandez 
playing pivotal roles. 

Minnie Minoso was a great treasure 
to Chicago. He used to cruise the Chi-
cago streets in his big car with a White 
Sox flag flying and his dog Jewel on 
the front seat. Through all the decades 

he spent in Chicago, he helped make 
the town, the White Sox, and the sport 
of baseball a joy for thousands of fans. 
He will be missed. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today 
the House adopted the Department of 
Homeland Security funding bill with-
out poison pill riders. The bill passed 
the Senate on Friday, and will fund the 
Department of Homeland Security 
through September 30, 2015—the end of 
fiscal year 2015. 

I am glad Congress finally put par-
tisanship aside and funded the security 
of the American people. And, I want to 
thank all those who protect our coun-
try, from the Coast Guard to the Se-
cret Service, to cyber security profes-
sionals and intelligence analysts. Your 
funds are secure. 

The mission of the Department of 
Homeland Security is to protect Amer-
ica from terrorism and help commu-
nities respond to all threats, including 
those from terrorists and natural disas-
ters. This is a good bill and there was 
no disagreement on the funding. In De-
cember, working with Senator COATS 
and Senator Landrieu, and our House 
colleagues, we agreed that vital fund-
ing for the Department of Homeland 
Security would total $46 billion—over 
$1 billion more than a continuing fund-
ing resolution. 

I am glad this responsible bill to fund 
the mission of the Department of 
Homeland Security and its employees 
is heading to the President’s desk. DHS 
employees are on the job every day. 
The Coast Guard is literally breaking 
ice to keep the economy flowing. The 
Secret Service is protecting the Presi-
dent and fighting credit card fraud. 
Border Patrol and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents are secur-
ing our borders and enforcing our im-
migration laws. The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency is pre-
paring for and responding to disasters, 
including hurricanes and blizzards. 
There are cyber warriors securing our 
networks. And through grant programs 
the funding supports State and local 
law enforcement, fire fighters, and 
EMS. Now, after 5 months, we have 
done our job to put the resources into 
the hands of the workers who defend 
America. 

It is my hope that with passage of 
the homeland security funding bill, 
Congress can end the era of divisive 
shutdown politics. The millions of men 
and women serving in our military and 
the civil service, who work every day 
to make this a better Nation, deserve 
respect and the resources to do their 
jobs. 

Looking ahead, I look forward to 
working across the aisle and across the 
dome to debate and complete all 12 fis-
cal year 2016 appropriations bills in an 
orderly way, without poison pill riders. 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for yesterday’s vote 
on the motion to invoke cloture on the 
motion to go to conference on the 
House message to accompany H.R. 240, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act. I would have voted 
nay. 

As well, I was necessarily absent for 
yesterday’s vote on the motion to table 
the request to go to conference on H.R. 
240, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations Act. I would have 
voted aye. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAN HAMMER 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize a great friend and gifted 
wordsmith, Dan Hammer, who is retir-
ing after a long and distinguished ca-
reer in public service. 

Born and raised in San Jose, Dan at-
tended UC Santa Cruz before moving to 
Boston to manage an antiwar printing 
press. He returned to the San Fran-
cisco Bay area soon afterwards, where 
he cut his editing teeth as a typesetter 
for Rolling Stone magazine. 

I first crossed paths with Dan during 
my 1992 Senate campaign. Dan stopped 
by my San Diego campaign office after 
work one day, and his immense talents 
immediately caught the attention of 
my local campaign manager. Dan 
quickly became one of my hardest 
working volunteers, doing everything 
from writing memos and news 
advisories to helping manage my pub-
lic events. After I won the election, I 
knew I had to have Dan on my team. 
Although it took some convincing, he 
joined my San Diego district office in 
1994. 

Dan has held many positions in my 
offices over the years. As a San Diego- 
based field representative, he served as 
my eyes and ears on the ground, keep-
ing me apprised of critical issues in 
southern California. As my deputy 
press secretary based out of my Wash-
ington, DC office, Dan worked many 
late nights writing press releases and 
staffing me at events. As my con-
stituent communications director, Dan 
moved my entire legislative cor-
respondence operation from DC to 
southern California, managing the full 
operation with discipline and precision. 
Under his leadership, my legislative 
correspondence team answers 200,000 
letters and emails every month, and he 
uses his exceptional communications 
skills every day to share my work with 
the constituents I serve. Through it 
all, he has helped teach a generation of 
young staffers how to effectively com-
municate about the most important 
issues and ideas of our time. 

Outside of work, Dan selflessly gives 
his time to the causes he believes in. 
Whether volunteering with environ-
mental organizations like the Planning 
and Conservation League, working for 
other elected officials including Con-

gresswoman SUSAN DAVIS, or joining 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, Dan 
has always been dedicated to making 
his community a better place to live. 

For more than 20 years, Dan has been 
a trusted ally, advisor, and friend. As 
he begins his retirement and embarks 
on the next exciting chapter of his life, 
I send him, his wife Shelley, and their 
entire family my best wishes, deep af-
fection, and abiding gratitude. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13660 ON MARCH 6, 2014, AS MODI-
FIED BY THE ORDER OF DECEM-
BER 19, 2014, WITH RESPECT TO 
UKRAINE—PM 8 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13660 of March 6, 2014, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond March 6, 2015. 

The actions and policies of persons 
that undermine democratic processes 
and institutions in Ukraine; threaten 
its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty, and territorial integrity; and 
contribute to the misappropriation of 
its assets, as well as the actions and 
policies of the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation, including its pur-
ported annexation of Crimea and its 
use of force in Ukraine, continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13660 
with respect to Ukraine. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 3, 2015. 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13288 ON MARCH 6, 2003, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE ACTIONS AND 
POLICIES OF CERTAIN MEMBERS 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ZIMBABWE AND OTHER PERSONS 
TO UNDERMINE ZIMBABWE’S 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES OR IN-
STITUTIONS—PM 9 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13288 of March 6, 2003, with re-
spect to the actions and policies of cer-
tain members of the Government of 
Zimbabwe and other persons to under-
mine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes 
or institutions is to continue in effect 
beyond March 6, 2015. 

The threat constituted by the actions 
and policies of certain members of the 
Government of Zimbabwe and other 
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s 
democratic processes or institutions 
has not been resolved. These actions 
and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
foreign policy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in 
force the sanctions to respond to this 
threat. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 3, 2015. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:17 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 280. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to recoup bonuses and 
awards paid to employees of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 294. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to enter into contracts and 
agreements for the placement of veterans in 
non-Department medical foster homes for 
certain veterans who are unable to live inde-
pendently. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 2 of the Migratory 
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