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why, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
teachers, the staff, and the mentors
that have made STEM a priority at
Oak Grove, and also congratulations to
all the students on a job well done.

————
2016 BUDGET PRIORITIES

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, our Vice
President, JOE BIDEN, once said: ‘“‘Don’t
tell me what you value. Show me your
budget, and I'll tell you what you
value.”

This body’s routine budgeting prac-
tices have faded away in the last 4
years only to be replaced by partisan
bickering that uses austere budgets as
messaging tools. These budgets invari-
ably go nowhere, while the most vul-
nerable individuals and families in our
communities see their needs grow larg-
er and their potential to make their
own success grow smaller.

Our national priorities should be sim-
ple enough: public investment in qual-
ity education accessible by every stu-
dent, infrastructure, job training pro-
grams, research, and a national energy
policy that encourages innovation and
new jobs. The strategy we have seen of
cutting our way to prosperity simply
does not work. The more we do it, the
more we cut ourselves down while more
nations pass us by.

As we work our way through the 2016
budgeting process, instead of telling
our constituents our values, let’s show
them what we value by producing an
ambitious budget that creates oppor-
tunity for our American middle class
and those struggling to enter it or to
stay in it.

—————

THE DEPLORABLE ACTIONS OF
THE MADURO REGIME

(Mr. CURBELO of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the Maduro regime in Venezuela has
moved to expel opposition leaders from
the National Assembly, arrested the
mayor of Caracas on charges of con-
spiracy to commit violent acts, and has
detained opposition leader Leopoldo
Lopez for treason. The government
issued a policy allowing police to use
deadly force to control protests, which
has resulted in the death of a 14-year-
old student on his way to school. Over
the weekend, Maduro’s cronies in the
legislature gave him dictatorial powers
to more harshly crack down on inter-
nal dissent. Venezuela is sadly tee-
tering closer towards a Cuba-style dic-
tatorship.

I condemn these acts of repression
which are a desperate attempt by
Maduro and his henchmen to cling to
power, despite policy failures that have
led to shortages of food and medical
supplies, long lines at shops, and soar-
ing inflation.
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These sanctions announced last week
are a long overdue first step to holding
the Maduro regime accountable for its
grotesque disregard for human rights.
But more must be done to ensure that
these thugs answer for their crimes.

I stand in solidarity with the peace-
ful, democratic Venezuelan opposition
there and in the U.S. that oppose
thuggish rule. They have been instru-
mental in spreading information about
Maduro’s deplorable actions.

———
LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERSHIP

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
just a few weeks ago, maybe even a few
months ago, I had the privilege of lis-
tening partly to the testimony of At-
torney General nominee Loretta
Lynch, a brilliant expression of a sea-
soned and competent, qualified and
wise attorney that has served this Na-
tion for many, many years. Formerly,
as the U.S. attorney in Brooklyn, New
York, she has been one who has re-
ceived accolades from all over the Na-
tion.

Now, unfortunately, the Senate, the
other body, chooses to create a con-
stitutional crisis. As she lingers wait-
ing for a confirmation vote, already ap-
proved by the Judiciary Committee
with a bipartisan vote, it begs the
question: Why we are having this kind
of treatment of the appointees of Presi-
dent Obama?

So I ask the other body if they would
do what is right for the American peo-
ple as we look for law enforcement
leadership, as we continue to look for
direction on antitrust issues, voting
rights issues, women’s rights issues,
human rights issues, and many issues
dealing with terrorism that fall under
the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department
of Justice. It is time, and now, for this
confirmation to be done and approved
and for this former U.S. attorney to be
sworn in as the United States Attorney
General in the Department of Justice.

———
THANKING TIM BUTLER, REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE 87TTH

HOUSE DISTRICT IN THE ILLI-
NOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank a former
staffer for his service to this House, my
office, and to the people of Illinois.
Tim Butler, who most recently served
as my district chief of staff, left my of-
fice recently to represent the people of
the 87th House District in the Illinois
General Assembly.

Tim was an asset to my team from
day one, as we set out to make sure
every constituent in the Thirteenth
District knew we were there to serve
them by getting answers from Federal
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departments like the VA, listening and
acting on legislative ideas, and much
more. Under Tim’s leadership, we
opened five district offices, helped
more than 1,500 constituents through
casework, and launched 10 advisory
boards, just to name a few of our
team’s accomplishments during my
first term.

Tim began his service in the House in
1991 with the Committee on Education
and Labor, and after leaving the com-
mittee, he worked for then-Congress-
man Ray LaHood for 14 years. It was
during his time with Congressman
LaHood and my time as projects direc-
tor for Congressman SHIMKUS that Tim
and I met and became friends. With his
dedication and record of success help-
ing constituents in Congressman
LaHood’s office, I knew he would be a
perfect fit for mine.

Tim’s leadership in my office will be
missed, but I know he will provide the
same level of exemplary constituent
services representing the people of the
87th District in the Illinois General As-
sembly.

I thank Tim for his service to this
House, and I congratulate him on his
new opportunity to serve the people of
Illinois.

THE BATTLE WAGES ON: SECUR-
ING EQUAL VOTING RIGHTS IN
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. KELLY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is an honor and a privilege to be be-
fore you this evening on the heels of
our Nation’s recognizing the 50th anni-
versary of the Selma marchers which
tore down many obstructive barriers to
voting for African Americans and
which led to the passage of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

We have grown as a nation since the
night Jimmie Lee Jackson was mur-
dered peacefully marching for voting
rights in Alabama, and we are not the
America we were when Mamie Till
made the world see what had been done
to her baby. But we are still living in
dynamic times for our democracy.
Selma has changed, but the issues of
Ferguson, Missouri, remain.

Nearly 60 years after Emmett Till
was buried, Black mothers still worry
about the value of their son’s lives
when they leave home. We are re-
minded of this every time we look into
the eyes of Trayvon Martin’s mother.
We are better today than we were then,
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