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His decorated professional experience in-
cludes previous roles at WHLM AM/FM in
Bloomsburg, and as the News Director at
WKOK/WQKX in Sunbury. Mr. Giesen has
also worked at Clear Channel in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania.

Mr. Giesen’s passion for broadcasting
began at a young age. As a child, he used to
spin the dials on an old radio at night in an ef-
fort to reach as many stations as possible.
Later on, Mr. Giesen became a fellow at
WKOK/AM/FM in Sunbury, and would ride his
bike to the studio in the Fort Augusta Museum
to continually immerse himself in the world of
broadcast journalism.

Mr. Speaker, for his committed service to
the Sunbury Rotary Club, to his role as the
Program Director at Newsradio 1070 WKOK,
and to the constituents of my district, | com-
mend Mr. Giesen and congratulate him on
being named the Sunbury Rotary Club’s
Sunbury Citizen of the year.

THE FLYING TIGERS

HON. TED POE
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on March
28, China will open the doors to a new mu-
seum in Chongqing. The museum will be dedi-
cated to a group of American fighter pilots and
heroes. The group was originally called the
American Volunteer Group, though they are
now famously referred to as the Flying Tigers.

Known for the shark face art on the nose of
their planes, the Flying Tigers were a group of
volunteers that fought alongside the Chinese
in their defense against the Japanese at the
beginning of World War Il. The group was
formed by Claire Chennault, a retired U.S.
Army Air Corps Lieutenant General from Com-
merce, Texas, with permission from President
Roosevelt himself. The Flying Tigers were
comprised of over 100 pilots who hailed from
the United States Army Air Corps, the Navy,
and the Marine Corps.

Before the creation of the Flying Tigers,
Chennault was in China working as an avia-
tion advisor to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek
and as the director of a Chinese Air Force
flight school in Kunming. In 1941, Chiang Kai-
Shek sent Chennault to Washington to obtain
a war-time loan and some fighter planes, but
Chennault came back with much more than
that.

With directions from the President and in
accordance with the Generalissimo, Chennault
headed out to recruit pilots to volunteer with
him in China. Since the United States was not
yet at war, this all had to be done discreetly.

These brave men were secretly discharged
from their respective units and sent to Burma
for training. Within four months, the Flying Ti-
gers were dropped into the battlefield and in-
stantly made a name for themselves.

One of the most famous Tigers was David
Lee Hill, known by his comrades as “Tex,”
due to his South Texas heritage. He’s remem-
bered as a hero, both in China and back
home. He joined the Flying Tigers in 1941,
and was credited with destroying over ten Jap-
anese fighter planes in just his first battle in
January of 1942. A couple of months after,
Tex was officially named squadron leader,
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where he began planning for his new position
and upcoming missions.

On May 7th, 1942, the Japanese began
building a bridge across the Salween River
that would allow them to easily move troops
and supplies into China. However, much to
the chagrin of the Japanese, Chennault and
Tex learned of their plan. Tex led a flight to
the river with the intention of blocking Japa-
nese advancement, and the plan proved suc-
cessful. According to Chennault, this was one
of the most critical missions the Flying Tigers
would go on to accomplish.

In July of 1942, after many successful com-
bat missions, the Flying Tigers were dis-
banded. Though they’re remembered for their
successes and heroic air battles, their success
came with a price. Lacking resources that typ-
ical U.S. air corps had, such as doctors,
nurses, fresh food, and maintenance per-
sonnel, the Flying Tigers were constantly fac-
ing setbacks. Wounds were rarely properly
treated and the threat of disease was con-
stant. Sixteen Flying Tigers gave their lives in
1941 and 1942, though not before taking out
nearly 300 Japanese aircrafts.

After the deactivation, Tex, and five other
former Flying Tigers, officially rejoined the
United States Army Air Force. On Thanks-
giving of 1943, Tex led troops into Formosa
where they were heavily outnumbered by the
Japanese. Against all odds, his squadron re-
turned home unscathed, despite having
downed over 40 Japanese planes.

Tex left active duty in 1946, but joined the
Air Force Reserves shortly after, where he
would serve until his retirement in 1968 as a
brigadier general. His career will go down as
one of the most impressive in United States
military history. He’s been inducted into both
the National and Texas Aviation Hall of
Fames, and has received numerous awards
from both the United States and China.

Tex and his fellow Flying Tigers, such as
Claire Chennault, will go down in history as
one of the most selfless and heroic service
groups in United States military history. They
went to war when they didn’t have to, to de-
fend a country to which they held no alle-
giance. The selfless acts of the Flying Tigers
will forever be remembered, and their duty,
honor, and character should help guide Ameri-
cans for years to come.

I's no surprise that many of those feisty, te-
nacious volunteers were from Texas. They
would have made the defenders of the Alamo
proud.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————
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Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Charles “Chuckie” Wheeler, in rec-
ognition of his outstanding contributions to the
Boston Police Department and his hometown
of South Boston, MA, and to commend him for
over twenty-nine years of dedicated service to
his community through his time at the depart-
ment.

The son of Gerard and Anna Wheeler,
Chuckie was born on October 1, 1955 in
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South Boston and lived on Carmody Court in
the Old Colony Housing Projects for most of
his growing years. He lived and raised his
family all over Southie, from M Street to
Preble Street, before moving to Braintree, MA
where he currently resides.

Mr. Speaker, Chuckie Wheeler attended
South Boston High School where he was a
multi-sport all-star athlete and where he met
his future wife, Charlene McGinn in the story-
book football player meets cheerleader fash-
ion. After graduation, he attended Saint
Anselm College and Northeastern University
as well as played for the South Boston Chip-
pewas Football Club.

Throughout his career, Chuckie always
worked to support his community. Chuck was
employed by the Boston Housing Authority
and the Boston Public Schools Police Depart-
ment, prior to joining the Boston Police De-
partment in 1986 where he remained until his
retirement this year.

During his time with the Boston Police De-
partment, Chuckie provided distinguished
service at both the community level as well as
at the Department’s Headquarters. Chuckie
patrolled the streets of South Boston through
District C—6 for the early part of his career, al-
ways providing guidance and mentorship to
the neighborhood youth. In the latter half of
his career, Chuck became one of the corner-
stones and first members of a newly-created
Crime Scene Response Unit, where he re-
mained until his retirement. During his time
with the Crime Scene Unit, Chuckie held fast
to his mentorship genes and was an integral
part of bringing the Unit to the nationally-rec-
ognized success it is today. Chuckie’s dedica-
tion to the Department and the Crime Scene
Response Unit was only outshined by his
commitment to his family and community,
where Chuckie could regularly be found
coaching the South Boston and Braintree
youth in football, t-ball, baseball and softball.

Mr. Speaker, Chuckie Wheeler is known for
his generous spirit and kind heart. He has had
the good fortune to be married to Charlene for
thirty-five years. Chuckie and Charlene are
proud parents of three children and three
grandchildren with a fourth on the way!

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to take
the floor of the House today to join with
Charles “Chuckie” Wheeler's family, friends,
and contemporaries to thank him for his re-
markable service to the Boston Police Depart-
ment and his community.

AUSTIN GUT
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Austin Gut for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Austin Gut is a
12th grader at Standley Lake High School and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Austin Gut
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to Aus-
tin Gut for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

HONORING CHARLES ALEXANDER
VELAZQUEZ

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Charles Alexander
Velazquez. Alex is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 43,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Alex has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Alex has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Alex installed a 20 foot
flagpole for the St. Joseph Youth Soccer As-
sociation in St. Joseph, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Charles Alexander Velazquez for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN
WAYNE HOSS, SAN MATEO PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Wayne Hoss who is retiring as a Captain in
the San Mateo Police Department after 28
years of distinguished service. The San Mateo
Police Department relied heavily upon the tal-
ents of Captain Hoss over his decades of
service, as indicated by the extraordinary
range of responsibilities that he held while with
the department.

Wayne Hoss worked in every major aspect
of department operations, always giving out-
standing service. He was initially assigned to
patrol and then to Investigations. He kept his
investigations skills well-honed throughout his
career and later used these skills repeatedly
during the times my district office and | relied
upon Captain Hoss to respond to security con-
cerns. In addition to working in Investigations,
Wayne Hoss also worked in Field Operations,
Special Operations, and the Street Crimes
Suppression Team. Seeing his talent as an of-
ficer, the department assigned Wayne Hoss
as a training officer. Noticing that he could
manage a computer and other new technology
better than many in the department, probably
including many Chiefs and more senior per-
sonnel, Wayne Hoss was given oversight of
technology-related projects
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He conducted neighborhood traffic patrols
and worked in the K-9 unit. Narcotics, SWAT,
major crimes and internal affairs were also en-
trusted to Captain Hoss as he rose through
the ranks. He also worked on the most serious
crimes impacting the community including rob-
bery, homicide and sexual assault. As you can
see from this unusually broad list, there were
very few responsibilities that he did not have
during his 28 years of service to the people of
San Mateo. | am sure that he has many sto-
ries of difficult situations and also wonderful
outcomes from the cases that he handled and
the people he touched over these years.

My staff and | found Captain Hoss to be
highly responsive. He would anticipate our
concerns, raise our awareness about security,
and inform us about other activities in the
community that we needed to know about in
order to do our jobs better. His department
noted in its letter to us that he worked hard to
build trust with the community. We can say
from our own experience that Captain Hoss
was exceptional in the thoroughness of his
communications and the support that he of-
fered.

San Mateo is a diverse city with a high qual-
ity of life. Its success is due in part to the
dedication of the men and women of the San
Mateo Police Department who face big-city
policing challenges but also work in a city with
a tight-knit sense of community. As spokes-
person for the police department, leader and
mentor, Wayne Hoss helped to create this
quality of life and the tight relationship that the
department has with populations originating
from around the globe. | am sure that many of
the skills that he demonstrated in San Mateo
originated with his service in our nation’s
armed forces as a military police officer. MP’s
have to cope with many unusual situations
and sometimes extremely dangerous oper-
ating conditions. | want to offer my apprecia-
tion to this veteran who turned his military ex-
perience into service to his neighbors and
friends in civilian life.

In closing, | want to salute Captain Hoss
upon the occasion of his retirement from the
police department and the city that he served.
He was a talented carpenter on a team that is
adept at getting a tough job done right the first
time. Retirement for a professional with enor-
mous talent is merely a stepping stone to the
next adventure. We thank Captain Hoss for
his time in service to us all and wish him all
the best in these next adventurous years.

—

REINTRODUCTION OF THE SOCIAL
SECURITY FRAUD AND ERROR
PREVENTION ACT

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, for nearly 80
years, Social Security has been the bedrock of
economic security for American families. Gen-
erations of Americans have contributed to So-
cial Security with every paycheck, earning
birth-to-death protection for themselves and
their families. As a result of their contribu-
tions—$16.1 trillion over Social Security’s life-
time—Social Security currently has a $2.8 tril-
lion surplus.

Social Security benefits are modest—about
$15,000 a year for an average senior and
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even less for a disabled worker—but for most
recipients, their Social Security paycheck is
more than half their monthly income.

As a representative of those Americans and
the Ranking Democrat on the Social Security
Subcommittee, | believe we have no more im-
portant responsibility than to make sure that
Americans receive their earned Social Security
benefits on time and in full. That means pro-
tecting Social Security beneficiaries from crimi-
nals and fraudsters who try to scam them out
of their benefits, and it also means protecting
Social Security’s trust funds against fraud and
errors so the money is available to pay earned
benefits. And it means doing so in a way that
does not delay needed benefits for honest,
hard-working Americans.

On occasion Social Security will provide a
recipient more than they are entitled to. That
overpayment rate is only a fraction of one per-
cent (0.22%). Most of these overpayments are
due to errors, but a small part is due to fraud.
Social Security employees believe—and |
agree with them—that we could do more to
safeguard Social Security.

Recently the Social Security Administration
uncovered fraud conspiracies where Social
Security contributions made by honest Ameri-
cans were stolen to pay benefits to people
who didn’t earn them. In one of the conspir-
acies, the ringleaders even instructed people
to pretend they were disabled as a result of
the tragic events of September 11. Social Se-
curity’s fraud investigators have also uncov-
ered rings of criminals who electronically divert
Americans’ Social Security checks into their
own bank accounts.

The good news is, when you invest in train-
ing highly qualified employees to protect So-
cial Security, it pays off. Social Security’s
front-line employees uncovered those recent
cases of fraud. With the help of Social Secu-
rity’s trained investigators, the ringleaders
have been charged with felonies, the bene-
ficiaries have been made whole, and Social
Security has begun the process of recovering
the money stolen from the trust fund.

But the bad news is that these conspiracies
show that Social Security is a tempting target
for those willing to break the law. Recent Re-
publican budget cuts have made it harder for
Social Security to develop and use effective
tools to fight them.

That’'s why, over a year ago, my colleagues
and | decided Congress needed to do its part
to protect Social Security. We introduced the
Social Security Fraud and Error Prevention
Act. Our bill would have given Social Security
new tools to find fraud and errors, recoup
money that should be in the trust funds, and
thrown the book at people who steal from So-
cial Security.

Unfortunately, the Republican leadership in
Congress failed to act on our proposal and
continued to shortchange Social Security’s
budget. This lack of leadership has had con-
sequences for Americans.

For example, Republican budget cuts mean
Social Security has fewer fraud cops on the
beat than it had five years ago. Our bill would
guarantee Social Security’s fraud-fighting
budget, expand SSA’s special fraud-busting
investigative units to cover all 50 states, and
increase prosecutions of people who steal
from Social Security.
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