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skills, and improved self-esteem, which are 
crucial to developing the young minds of our 
children. 

Once again, I would like to congratulate the 
Southwest High School Chess team for a job 
well done! 

f 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations and best wishes to a great 
friend and Emmy award-winning journalist, Ms. 
Dawn Hobby. Dawn has worked at WALB–TV 
in Albany, Georgia for more than 20 years and 
currently serves as the News Director. She will 
be retiring on March 20, 2015. 

For many years, Dawn was a familiar face 
on the evening news in Albany, Georgia. In-
deed, she has built quite an impressive career 
which began when she worked as a producer 
at WALB. She later became a reporter and 
then an anchor. She launched the news oper-
ation for Albany station WFXL, before return-
ing to WALB five years later. 

A prominent investigative reporter, Dawn 
has received numerous honors and awards for 
her work. In 2011, she won an Emmy Award 
from the National Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences Southeast for her work on the 
‘‘Gulf Oil Crisis’’ special report. In 2007 and 
2009, Dawn was awarded the Gabby Award 
for ‘‘Best TV On-Air Personality’’ by the Geor-
gia Association of Broadcasters. She also 
holds three prestigious Golden Viddy Awards 
from the National Academy of Television Jour-
nalists for ‘‘Best Female Anchor’’ and ‘‘Best In-
vestigative Reporting.’’ She has been honored 
by the Associated Press Broadcasters Asso-
ciation, the Green Eyeshade Awards for Ex-
cellence in Journalism from the Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists, Georgia Trend maga-
zine, and numerous other organizations and 
publications. 

Dawn is a 2011 graduate of the Raycom 
Media Leadership program and a 2012 grad-
uate of the Poynter Leadership Academy at 
the Poynter Institute in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
She serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Georgia Associated Press and was appointed 
to the Raycom Media News Directors Advisory 
Board in April 2014. 

Dawn’s work at WALB, the NBC- and ABC- 
affiliated television station for Southwest Geor-
gia, has made her a household name in Al-
bany and the surrounding areas. She an-
chored WALB News 10 alongside Ben Rob-
erts for more than 20 years, covering many of 
Southwest Georgia’s most memorable events. 
I have had the pleasure of working with her 
throughout the years and I know she will truly 
be missed on the air and at WALB. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get, you make 
your life by what you give.’’ We are so grateful 
that Dawn has given her time and talents to 
keeping the residents of Southwest Georgia 
informed about current events taking place 
throughout the state of Georgia, our great na-
tion, and the world. A woman of great integ-
rity, her efforts, her dedication, and her exper-

tise are unparalleled. Albany, Georgia shined 
a little brighter because of Dawn Hobby. 

Dawn has accomplished much in her life but 
none of it would be possible without the love 
and support of husband, Russell, and her son. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our sincerest appreciation and 
best wishes to Ms. Dawn Hobby upon the oc-
casion of her retirement from an outstanding 
career in journalism. 
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Steve Brown, an extraordinary com-
munity leader, an accomplished businessman, 
and a friend, whose life was tragically taken 
when he was killed riding his bicycle last April. 

Steve was a man who lived his life the right 
way every day. He grew up in Illinois and 
moved to Florida in 1978 to start his career. 
Steve was a master salesman, who built 
Brown’s Furniture in Boca Raton and Jupiter, 
Florida into landmark furniture and design 
stores. Steve believed his business should be 
built on the hallmarks of honesty, integrity, 
hard work and devoted service. He would do 
anything for his customers, even loaning them 
furniture until they had chosen what they 
wanted, so that their homes wouldn’t be empty 
in the interim. Steve was extraordinarily loyal 
to those who worked with him; the average 
employee of Brown’s has been with the com-
pany for more than twenty years. 

Steve was a dedicated member of his com-
munity. He was very active on the board of 
the Florence Fuller Child Development Center 
and helped to manage their thrift shop. He 
served on the board of Temple Beth El of 
Boca Raton for many years and chaired the 
membership committee. Steve was active in 
helping resettle Jewish refugees from the 
former Soviet Union when they came to South 
Florida, and he would regularly loan his com-
pany’s trucks to needy or vulnerable families if 
they needed help with a move. He was active 
with the Jewish Federation of South Palm 
Beach County and an ardent supporter of 
America’s bond with the State of Israel 
through Israel Bonds. 

Most important to Steve was the love he 
shared for his family. He was a loyal son to 
his father and mother Carol and Murray 
Brown, a dedicated brother to David and Pam, 
and a loving and devoted husband to his wife 
Dana, the love of his life. Most important to 
Steve were his children: his daughter Susie 
and her husband Micha, his son Andrew, his 
wife Jennifer, and his youngest son Jordan. If 
only he could have lived to see the birth of his 
granddaughter Sara, born last August. 

I am glad to take this opportunity to cele-
brate Steve’s life and legacy, and I join with 
my friends at Spanish River Community High 
School in my district who will be honoring 
Steve’s memory on March 28, 2015. For all of 
us who were privileged to know Steve or were 
touched by his vibrant life that was all too 
short, Steve’s memory truly is a blessing. 
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Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John Thomas Dodson, Music Director of 
the Adrian Symphony Orchestra, and to thank 
him for his impact on the musical life of the 
Adrian community over the past 14 years. 

Many years ago, I served on the Board of 
Directors which brought John Dodson to the 
symphony, which he has energetically over-
seen since 2001. During that time, he elevated 
the artistic level of the orchestra while collabo-
rating with artists of the highest quality. His 
authority at the podium and willingness to en-
gage new formats and audiences will certainly 
be missed when he steps down from his posi-
tion next month. 

His talents have been recognized beyond 
the walls of the Dawson Auditorium, as Mr. 
Dodson was awarded the 2008 Lenawee Arts 
Award from the Croswell Opera House. He 
also earned the Ross Newsom Award for Out-
standing Teaching in 2009 by Adrian College 
where he taught from 2001–2013. 

On April 19, 2015, he will direct Symphony 
No. 9 in D Minor, the final complete symphony 
of Ludwig van Beethoven, and fittingly, Mr. 
Dodson’s final classical concert performance 
with the Adrian Symphony Orchestra. I know 
the Adrian community looks forward to one 
last inspiring performance and wishes Mr. 
Dodson the best in his future endeavors. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Ms. Cynthia Ortiz 
Guzman as one of the Fifth District of Califor-
nia’s Women of the Year as we celebrate 
Women’s History Month. I regularly have the 
privilege to work with extraordinary women 
across our district, and I am proud to recog-
nize Cynthia as one of them. 

When meeting Ms. Guzman for the first 
time, you are immediately taken in by her per-
sonal warmth, keen sense of humor, friendly 
smile and her enthusiasm for life. In 2011, Ms. 
Guzman was diagnosed on her 63rd birthday 
with younger-onset Alzheimer’s disease. Not 
one to accept her challenges without a fight, 
Ms. Guzman moved to Napa to be closer to 
her family, and began raising awareness and 
advocating for increased research funding for 
this terrible disease. She has been an active 
member of the Alzheimer’s Association and 
has been spreading her personal story 
throughout the region. 

Ms. Guzman’s story has been published in 
multiple books, magazine, and newspapers. 
She has come to my office in Washington, 
D.C. as a part of the Alzheimer’s Association 
Advocacy Forum and I’m proud to have par-
ticipated multiple times in her Walk to End Alz-
heimer’s. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we honor and thank Ms. Guzman not only 
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