S1658

and contribute to the well-being of
their families, communities, and our
country as a whole. A recognition of
Black Women’s History Week on the
part of the Obama Administration and
Congress would send a critical message
that the government wishes to elevate
their role in history and contemporary
society and recognizes the unique
struggles they continue to experience
today.

Black women have consistently
played a critical role in this Nation’s
history, often with little thanks or rec-
ognition. Harriet Tubman escaped slav-
ery and bravely returned to the
enslaved South 13 times to herald her
people to freedom on the Underground
Railroad. A century later, Rosa Parks
witnessed the oppression of her peo-
ple—specifically her fellow Black sis-
ters—and took an active role in orga-
nizing the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
Today, a Black woman is our nation’s
First Lady. Recognition of Black Wom-
en’s History Week would honor and up-
lift the sacrifices of women such as
Harriet Tubman and Rosa Parks, who
paved the way for Barack and Michelle
Obama to reach the White House, and
me to address you on their behalf
today.

Yet at the same time that Black
women from our Nation’s history have
become inspirational symbols of
strength and perseverance, Black
women today continue to face the ne-
cessity to persevere through undue
burdens as they navigate American so-
ciety. They must try to hold their fam-
ilies together as primary caregivers
when family members are incarcerated
or Kkilled, support their children as
they grow up in food deserts and attend
failing schools, they must continue to
persevere when our society does not
provide them with adequate support
and equal rights. All the while, many
Black women struggle to forward their
own careers and provide for their fami-
lies. Recent U.S. Department of Labor
data shows that while job prospects are
improving for nearly every group in
America, one glaring exception re-
mains: Black women. Since August
2013, Black women are the only group
for whom unemployment rates have
not fallen.

Karen McLeod’s experience as a 59-
year-old college graduate with two de-
grees who cannot find steady employ-
ment sheds light on the economic
tribulations many Black women face.
Karen went from making $30 per hour
as a respiratory therapist to $16 per
hour at a nonprofit, to $8.67 per hour,
working only 4 hours per week. In her
current circumstances, she has had to
make a series of tough decisions to get
by. Karen sold her jewelry to pay for
gas, pawned her television for food, and
was forced to ask local nonprofits for
rent assistance. Karen’s story rep-
resents the experiences of a growing
number of Black women, whose condi-
tions are not improving with economic
recovery. White House recognition of
Black Women’s History Week will
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serve to acknowledge and call atten-
tion to the continued struggles Black
women face in our society today and
will send the critical message that
their government cares about what
they are going through.

This year, a coalition of organiza-
tions advocating for the well-being of
women and communities of color will
partner to elevate the stories, his-
tories, and realities of Black women’s
lives. Each day of the week, starting on
March 23 and continuing through
March 29, will focus on a different issue
Black women face in American society
today, from economic disparities to
educational achievement to police vio-
lence. Exploring these issues and ac-
knowledging the centrality of Black
women to our history and social fabric,
along with recognizing the uniquely
gendered and racialized inequities they
face, is critical as we seek to extend
equal rights to all Americans. I hope
and request that this will be the first
year in what will become an annual
tradition of celebration and intentional
recognition of our sisters through
Black Women’s History Week.

—————
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TRIBUTE TO DON SHORT

e Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, I would like to recognize an ex-
ceptional Towan who has been devoted
to the State and to our agricultural
heritage. After serving as president of
Silos and Smokestacks National Herit-
age Area since 2001, Don Short has an-
nounced his retirement.

Don Short was raised in Winthrop,
IA, where he took over the family
farm. From early on, Don has dedi-
cated his efforts to farming and agri-
cultural policy. He was employed with
Moews Seed Company, a family owned
business since 1927 that specializes in
corn seed production. Afterward, Don
worked for DuPont Seed Company.

Don’s experiences in agriculture have
provided him the insight necessary to
lead the Silos and Smokestacks Na-
tional Heritage Area. For 15 years, he
has been able to protect and promote
natural, cultural, and historic areas.
He spearheaded efforts to maintain and
strengthen the Silos and Smokestacks
National Heritage Area and has been a
dogged advocate on its behalf. He is a
farmer whose desire is to keep agricul-
tural heritage alive through partner-
ships, such as historic sites, tourist at-
tractions, and businesses that bring
economic benefits to Iowa.

I want to congratulate Don Short on
his retirement and his success over the
years. Silos and Smokestacks will no
doubt miss his daily contributions;
however, he plans on remaining a con-
sultant on a parttime basis. I thank
him for his unwavering commitment to
improving agricultural policies and
making Iowa a better place.®

March 19, 2015

REMEMBERING WILLIAM DAVID
ROTH

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I wish
to speak today in remembrance of Wil-
liam David Roth, who passed away on
March 17, 2015.

William ‘‘Bill”’ David Roth, 71, of Al-
bany, NY, lived an extraordinary life
and made major contributions to U.S.
public policy. He was the son of Dr.
Oscar Roth and Dr. Stefanie Zeimer
Roth, refugees from Vienna who ar-
rived in the United States just prior to
the onset of World War II. Bill grad-
uated magna cum laude from Yale Uni-
versity in 1964 after majoring in mathe-
matics, economics, and politics. This is
all the more remarkable given the fact
that a neuromuscular disorder from
the age of 8 left him unable to write.
He performed complex mathematical
equations and logical formulae in his
head. He was also a formidable pres-
ence at Yale and later at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkley, where he
received his Ph.D. in 1970. He was that
rare person who was both a man of
thought and action and who inspired
others by overcoming great odds and
obstacles. From 1971 to 1972 he taught
political science at the University of
Vermont. He very well may have avert-
ed a Kent State tragedy in 1972 by per-
mitting himself to be arrested at the
Federal building in downtown Bur-
lington during a nonviolent student
protest against the Vietnam war. While
Roth was offered immediate release be-
cause of his disability, he chose instead
to remain until all the students had
been released from the Burlington city
jail. In this way he showed one of the
virtues of civil disobedience, conducted
with dignity and without violence,
thus serving as an example and inspira-
tion to others.

Subsequently, he went to work on
the Carnegie Council on Children in
Connecticut. He coauthored a land-
mark book that dealt searchingly with
children with disabilities. His first
major work was called ‘“The Unex-
pected Minority: Handicapped Children
in America.” He also coauthored ‘‘The
Grand Illusion: Stigma, Role-expecta-
tions, and Communication.” These are
widely acknowledged as providing the
analytical basis for the disability
rights movement as well as fostering a
new academic discipline, disability
studies.

Bill’s work emphasized the disability
movement’s core vision: the most so-
cially incapacitating aspects of dis-
ability are not the inescapable con-
sequence of biology but the result of
countless social decisions that do not
acknowledge the needs of people with
different bodies and, indeed, discrimi-
nate against people whose bodies are
different. Bill went on to pioneer the
use of computer technology for people
with disabilities and in 1984 founded
the Center for Computing and Dis-
ability at SUNY, Albany, one of the
first such centers in the Nation. Bill
was widely acknowledged through his
scholarly research, technological
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