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ACT UNDERGROUND, LLC 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud ACT Under-
ground, LLC for receiving the 2014 Commerce 
City Entrepreneurial Spirit Award. 

The Entrepreneurial Spirit Award recognizes 
a company or entrepreneur that demonstrates 
a pioneer spirit towards new product develop-
ment, a business start-up, or growth into new 
markets. ACT Underground, LLC is a 
franchisee of Badger Daylighting Corporation 
and has operated in Commerce City since 
2007. 

ACT Underground has a combined work-
force with over 90 years of experience in the 
hydro-excavation industry. They operate from 
the northern edge of Wyoming to 
Breckenridge in the west, New Mexico south 
and Kansas and Nebraska out east. Through 
their acquisition of a new facility in 2014 they 
have expanded their fleet and created 37 new 
jobs. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
ACT Underground, LLC for this well-deserved 
recognition by Commerce City. 
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HONORING DR. VICKY CAROL 
PERSONS 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the life of the 
late Dr. Vicky Carol Persons who entered into 
eternal rest Monday, March 2, 2015. Dr. Per-
sons was well known for the joy she got out 
of helping others, her love for gardening, car-
ing for animals and cooking. 

A native of Bainbridge, Georgia, Dr. Per-
sons received her PhD in Special Education 
from Florida State University and became a 
devoted educator of 15 years. Dr. Persons 
previously worked at McIntosh County Acad-
emy as a special education teacher, and in 
2012, she decided to run for the McIntosh 
County School Board. In April 2013, Dr. Per-
sons began her career at West Chatham Ele-
mentary School as a 5th grade special edu-
cation teacher where many of the faculty and 
parents will truly miss her dedication to her 
school and students. Dr. Persons was also 
very involved in her community. She was a 
member of the Darien Rotary Club, Cairo Ro-
tary Club, and the Professional Association of 
Georgia Educators. 

Today, it is my privilege to recognize the life 
of Dr. Vicky Persons. As a wife, mother and 
friend, Dr. Persons will forever be remem-
bered. 

INTRODUCING THE A RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING DR. ELMIRA 
MANGUM AS THE FIRST FEMALE 
PRESIDENT OF FLORIDA A&M 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a resolution recognizing Dr. Elmira 
Mangum as the First Female President of 
Florida A&M University. A trailblazer in higher 
education and model of academic success, 
Dr. Mangum has broken gender barriers by 
becoming the first permanent female president 
of one of our nation’s most distinguished His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCU). 

Dr. Elmira Mangum is a born leader. Grow-
ing up in North Carolina, she always went 
above and beyond the call of duty to ensure 
she excelled academically and socially. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in geography 
and education from North Carolina Central 
University and graduated with honors from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison with two 
master’s degrees, one in public policy and 
public administration and another in urban and 
regional planning. Dr. Mangum furthered her 
studies and earned a Ph.D. in educational 
leadership and policy from the University at 
Buffalo. It was here that she received distinc-
tion for her work on leadership in higher edu-
cation. 

Never one to settle for less, she attended 
the Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Management Development Program, was in 
the inaugural class of the Millennium Leader-
ship Institute, and completed Cornell’s Admin-
istrative Management Institute. Extremely 
civically minded, she is a life member of Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women. 

Her path to becoming the 11th president of 
my prestigious alma mater, Florida A&M Uni-
versity, has led her through some very notable 
positions. She has been Assistant Dean, As-
sociate Provost for Resource Management, a 
Vice Provost, Senior Associate Provost, and 
Vice President at other noteworthy institutions, 
such as Cornell University and the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill. 

I am extremely proud of Dr. Mangum’s ac-
complishments and am certain that she will 
carry out her vision of grandeur for one of the 
nation’s most premier HBCUs. She has al-
ready made extraordinary progress in advanc-
ing the institution and this is only the begin-
ning. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Elmira Mangum is paving 
the way for women across the country to con-
tinue to realize their dreams and achieve 
greatness. She is a trailblazer who serves as 
a role model for men and women alike. I urge 
my colleagues to support the Resolution to 
Recognize Dr. Elmira Mangum as the First Fe-
male President of Florida A&M University. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, March 16–19, I missed a series of Roll 
Call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘YEA’’ on #113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 121, 125, 126, 127, and 128. Addi-
tionally, I would have voted ‘‘NAY’’ on #120, 
122, 123, 124, and 129. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
state that on March 18, 2014, I missed one 
roll call vote. Had I been present I would have 
voted: 

NO—Roll Call Vote 125—H.R. 1030—To 
prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) from proposing, finalizing, or dissemi-
nating regulations or assessments based upon 
science that is not transparent or reproducible. 

I would have cast my vote in opposition to 
this bill because it undermines the scientific in-
tegrity of the EPA’s Science Advisory Board 
and hurt the agency’s ability to use the best 
available science to protect the air we breathe 
and the water we drink when setting public 
health safeguards. 

f 

ARATI LAMICHHANE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Arati 
Lamichhane for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Arati Lamichhane is an 8th grader at Wheat 
Ridge 5–8 and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Arati 
Lamichhane is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Arati 
Lamichhane for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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