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that have impacted the lives of countless Ala-
bamians. He served on the Red Bay City
Council before being elected twice as Mayor
of Red Bay, leading the town to some of its
most prosperous years. He has served on var-
ious regional committees such as the North-
west Alabama Council of Local Governments
and the Northwest Community College Schol-
arship Board. His efforts have also had a
statewide impact from his time with the Ala-
bama Bankers Association, the Bear Creek
Development Authority, and the Alabama divi-
sion of the American Heart Association. Argu-
ably though, Mr. Bolton’s greatest service is
that to his country. He served with honor in
the United States Army from 1966-1968, dur-
ing a period of our Nation’s history when mili-
tary service was not always considered pop-
ular.

Professionally, the name Billy Bolton has
been synonymous in Northwest Alabama with
Community Spirit Bank since 1965. Mr. Bolton,
as Chairman, President, and CEO, has played
a leading role in the bank’s growth and suc-
cess to become one of the strongest and most
recognized financial institutions in the region.
Community banks are deeply involved in local
affairs, as some of the biggest supporters of
schools, civic organizations, and town
projects. Through Mr. Bolton, Community Spir-
it Bank has been a staple in Red Bay and
Northwest Alabama, bringing economic sta-
bility and promoting the arts and cultural
growth to citizens and visitors alike.

Of all his accomplishments though, he
would say his greatest has been his strong re-
lationship with God and his devotion to family.
Mr. Bolton is a faithful member of First Baptist
Church in Red Bay where he serves as a dea-
con and on various committees. He and his
wife Judy have been married for 50 years.
They have three children: Tammy Mont-
gomery, Karla Wright, and Brad Bolton; and
six grandchildren. Mr. Bolton has instilled in
his family the importance of service and they
are all respected citizens in the Red Bay area.

Mr. Bolton was honored on March 18, 2015
at the Red Bay Arbor Day Celebration with a
Sunset Red Maple tree planted in his honor.
This tree will be a visible reminder to all who
see it of his contributions and the importance
of Mr. Bolton’s public service. | am proud to
call Mr. Bolton a fellow Alabamian and to rep-
resent him in the United States Congress. He
is truly deserving of this recognition.

CELEBRATING THE 80TH
BIRTHDAY OF MALLORY PEARCE

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great pleasure to commemorate the
80th birthday of the artistic and intellectual Mr.
Mallory Pearce of Tybee Island.

Mr. Pearce is a dedicated public servant
and environmentalist. He founded the Tybee
Land Trust which is dedicated to the preserva-
tion of Coastal Georgia’s Natural Beauty. Mr.
Pearce authored “The Low Country,” a guide
to the natural history of Coast Georgia. He
has served as a member of his local Georgia
government for 10 years and has acted as
ambassador for the Georgia Coast with this
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book, bird calls and caricatures. Mr. Pearce
has maintained and protected his own unique
Maritime Forest. While he is an artist, Mr.
Pearce is also an educator having taught 18
years at Armstrong State University. Mr.
Pearce continues to strive to make Georgia
and the world a better place.

Mr. Speaker, | join his family and friends in
wishing Mr. Mallory Pearce a very happy and
blessed 80th birthday. We thank him for his
generous contributions to his community, the
State of Georgia and our nation.

BEN ALVEAR
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ben Alvear for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Ben Alvear is
an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ben Alvear
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ben
Alvear for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———————

THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ELDER JUSTICE ACT

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today,
March 23rd, marks the 5th anniversary of the
signing into law of the bipartisan Elder Justice
Act. | was proud to have been the sponsor of
the House version of this bill with my former
colleague Rahm Emanuel. | also note the
strong leadership of Senator HATCH, former
Senator Lincoln, and Senator GRASSLEY on
the Senate bill, which ultimately became law.

The Elder Justice Act was passed for an im-
portant reason: to allow us to approach the
growing problem of elder abuse with a more
coordinated and comprehensive federal re-
sponse. This has been accomplished to a cer-
tain degree over the past 5 years through
some initiatives including the Elder Justice
roadmap and the work of the Elder Justice
Coordinating Council. We have a new Office
of Elder Justice in the Department of Health
and Human Services.

Yet much of the Elder Justice Act remains
unfulfilled because of an ongoing struggle for
appropriate funding for its provisions. On this
occasion | rededicate myself to seeing that the
Act is reauthorized and that we invest ade-
quate resources to its work. | am proud to be
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the author of H.R. 988 to renew the EJA and
| commend my colleagues Representatives
LUJAN GRISHAM, SWALWELL, SCHAKOWSKY,
COHEN, BLUMENAUER, FRANKEL, GRAYSON and
HONDA for joining me as co-sponsors.

At this point, | wish to submit a statement
issued by the bipartisan, 3,000-member Elder
Justice Coalition which has been steadfast in
its leadership on behalf of elder justice for
more than 10 years. | am pleased to work
closely with the Coalition and its national coor-
dinator Robert Blancato and look forward to
our continued work to help ameliorate the na-
tional outrage of elder abuse.

STATEMENT FROM THE ELDER JUSTICE
COALITION

(Bob Blancato, National Coordinator)

March 23, 2015 marks the fifth anniversary
of the bipartisan Elder Justice Act being
signed into law by President Barack Obama.

This law is historic as it represented the
most comprehensive legislation ever enacted
to address the growing national crisis of
elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. Five
years later, we still find ourselves in the grip
of elder abuse with an estimated one in ten
persons over 60 as victims. Elder financial
abuse is especially rampant with victims los-
ing a minimum of $3 billion a year and per-
haps as high as $35 billion per year based on
new research.

It is important, however, to mark this fifth
anniversary noting that significant progress
has been made as a result of the passage of
the EJA. This includes:

The Elder Justice Act receiving $4 million
in first-time direct funding in FY 2015.

President Obama’s FY 2016 budget request
including $25 million to continue the Elder
Justice Initiative and a previous request in-
cluding $5 million for the long-term care om-
budsman program.

The 2015 White House Conference on Aging
including elder justice as one of its four pri-
ority issues.

A Global Summit planned for 2015 to ob-
serve the tenth anniversary of World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD).

The creation of a new Office of Elder Jus-
tice and Adult Protective Services (APS) in
the Administration for Community Living
(ACL).

The renewal of both the National Center
on Elder Abuse and the APS Resource Center
by the Administration.

A data collection project from ACL with
APS.

Increased work of the Social Security Ad-
ministration to combat elder financial
abuse.

Ongoing education and outreach work in
the Office of Older Americans in the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau.

The release of the Elder Justice Roadmap
by the Departments of Justice and Health
and Human Services (HHS).

The recommendations of the Elder Justice
Coordinating Council sent to HHS Secretary
and later to Congress.

On this fifth anniversary we also reflect on
our disappointment in how difficult it has
proven to be to secure appropriate funding
for this law. To date, less than $13 million
has been directed to elder justice over the
past five years and it took until just last
year to achieve the first direct Congressional
appropriation for the law. The law author-
ized a total of $777 million dollars for local
grants, training, services, education, to ad-
dress abuse in the community and long-term
care facilities, to help prevent abuse, and to
assist victims and prosecute perpetrators.
We have not made the progress and the in-
vestment that this issue and those that have
been victimized deserve.
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In this year ahead we must focus attention
on reauthorizing the Elder Justice Act. The
Coalition commends Representative Peter
King for his introduction of H.R. 988 in this
Congress and also for being the House author
of the original Elder Justice Act. Similarly
we salute the leadership of Senator Orrin
Hatch, the author of the Elder Justice Act in
the Senate. We also acknowledge the critical
work that Senator Chuck Grassley did to
help pass the Act.

As our nation continues to grow older, we
have to recognize that elder abuse will also
grow unless we commit resources to help
prevent it. This includes providing adequate
funding for Adult Protective Services in all
our states as well as for the Long-Term Care
Ombudsman Program so we are able to in-
vestigate elder abuse in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities. This is the essence
of the Elder Justice Act, a sound investment
in a safe future for older Americans.

We also recognize that we need to reau-
thorize and fund other programs that work
hand in hand with the EJA. The Older Amer-
icans Act with its important elder abuse pro-
visions and aging network is past due for re-
authorization. We must also protect the core
funding we currently have for Adult Protec-
tive Services through the Social Services
Block Grant Program.

Finally, we must also take advantage of an
important opportunity provided by the Con-
gress in the FY 2015 omnibus appropriations
bill. In this measure, the cap for the Crime
Victims’ Fund, created by the Victims of
Crime Act (VOCA), was more than tripled
from $730 million to a new high of $2.361 bil-
lion. We call on the Justice Department and
state VOCA agencies to direct an appropriate
amount of these new funds to aid elder abuse
crime victims.

Our bipartisan 3000 member Elder Justice
Coalition sees this fifth anniversary as a
turning point in our national effort to pre-
vent elder abuse. We cannot be in denial that
the problem exists; instead, we need to put
the same commitment into addressing this
crisis as we have done with child abuse for
more than 40 years and domestic violence
over the past 20.

Older adults deserve to live a life free from
the reality or even the fear of elder abuse.
That is our agenda, pure and simple. Let us
build on the work done over these past five
years and strive to achieve elder justice
which has to mean the prevention of elder
abuse, neglect and exploitation.

INTRODUCTION OF CARERS ACT
HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce CARERS Act, a bipartisan House
companion to a bipartisan Senate bill that
would allow states to set their own policies on
medical marijuana, and give Veterans Admin-
istration physicians the ability to recommend
medical marijuana to their patients.

The consensus on medical marijuana is
overwhelming. Last year, a CBS News Poll
found 86 percent of Americans thought doc-
tors should be allowed to prescribe small
amounts of marijuana for patients suffering
from serious illnesses.

86 percent of Americans rarely agree on
anything.

Even CNN’s Chief Medical Correspondent
Dr. Sanjay Gupta, who was once skeptical of
medical marijuana, has publicly endorsed it.
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Yet, our federal laws continue to treat pa-
tients and the doctors and families who care
for them like criminals.

It is long overdue for our federal law to re-
flect the common sense views of 86 percent of
Americans and stop adding to the suffering of
those with horrible illnesses.

One such patient was my constituent, Chloe
Grauer. At 3 years old, Chloe suffered from a
rare neurological disease that caused her to
have 100 to 200 seizures a day. She tried
dozens of medications and underwent surgical
procedures but nothing stopped the seizures.
Her family tried desperately to treat her with
Cannabidiol—also known as “Charlotte’s
Web” or “CBD” for short—which has been
shown to treat certain diseases that cause sei-
zures, such as the disease from which Chloe
suffered. CBD is derived from cannabis plants,
and even though it contains just trace
amounts of the psychoactive ingredient in
marijuana—nowhere near enough to produce
a high—but it is currently illegal under federal
law. Even this tiny amount of the ingredient,
THC, was enough for the federal government
to keep a potentially life-saving drug away
from Chloe.

Late last year, Chloe died without receiving
CBD.

This should never have happened. We must
ensure that this never happens again.

Just as our children deserve to be treated
compassionately, so, too, do our veterans.
Federal law currently prohibits VA doctors
from prescribing medical marijuana when they
feel it is medically beneficial. Our veterans de-
serve the best medical advice from their doc-
tors, not arbitrary limits on what their doctors
can do to help them. Veterans are tough.
They can handle frank advice from their doc-
tors.

Earlier this month, a bipartisan group of
Senators introduced a bill that would make vi-
tally necessary, common sense changes to
federal law that would allow for greater access
to medically necessary marijuana: the Com-
passionate Access, Research Expansion and
Respect States Act. The bill builds upon ef-
forts here in the House of Representatives. |
applaud all of these efforts, and am proud to
help keep the momentum going by introducing
a bipartisan House companion to this bill with
my colleague DON YOUNG of Alaska.

| urge the House to pass this bill swiftly,
bring a dose of sanity to our federal drug pol-
icy, and extend some much needed compas-
sion to those suffering from horrible illnesses.

————

RECOGNITION OF DR. C. KERN
WILDENTHAL

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today with great pleasure
to recognize Dr. C. Kern Wildenthal of Dallas,
Texas. Dr. Wildenthal served as president of
UT Southwestern for 22 years. He raised
more than $750 million for research and clin-
ical programs at the medical school during
2001 and 2007.

Dr. Wildenthal is a visionary who led the ef-
fort to develop the North Campus of UT
Southwestern, which is being named in his
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honor. “The C. Kern Wildenthal Research
Building.” He is deserving of this tribute. Be-
cause of his leadership, the research and clin-
ical programs at UT Southwestern have made
significant contributions to the medical field.

Throughout his career, Dr. Wildenthal un-
dertook world-class research initiatives. He
spent more than 38 years building the reputa-
tion of UT Southwestern as a faculty member,
dean and president. During his tenure, enroll-
ment at the University quintupled in size, and
the Medical Center's endowment grew from
$40 million to more than $1.3 billion.

A stellar academic, Dr. Wildenthal earned
his bachelor's degree from Sul Ross State
University in Alpine, a medical degree from UT
Southwestern and a doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge in England. Dr.
Wildenthal trained at Bellevue Hospital in New
York, Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas
and the National Heart, Lung and Blood Insti-
tute in Bethesda, Maryland. He led a cardi-
ology research program and has published
more than 120 science and medical journal ar-
ticles.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. C. Kern Wildenthal is truly
a phenomenal educator, physician, scientist
and leader. A man fueled by dedication and
committed to public service, he has set the
bar high for his successor. He is the recipient
of the 1975 Guggenheim Fellowship. He was
elected to the Institute of Medicine in 1999. |
stand today to honor Dr. C. Kern Wildenthal
and to thank him for his work in service to the
people of Dallas and to everyone within and
beyond our borders who benefit from his sci-
entific vision and exemplary medical service.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF MS. SOFIA
MENDOZA

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart to celebrate the Ifie of Sofia
Mendoza, known to me and her other friends
as Sophie, and to memorialize her as a pas-
sionate community leader whose advocacy will
long be remembered in my hometown of San
Jose. Throughout her life, Sophie was unwav-
ering in her commitment to end the prejudicial
treatment of underrepresented communities,
and particularly of the Mexican-American com-
munity in East San Jose. Her leadership af-
fected landmark changes across a diversity of
city interests, from reform of education and
criminal justice, to the manner in which city
council members are elected today.

Sophie Mendoza was born in the small agri-
cultural town of Fillmore, California. Her father
Tiburcio was a labor organizer, and was a life-
long inspiration to her. Tiburcio had tempo-
rarily moved the family to Fillmore where he
was organizing citrus and avocado pickers to
strike against unjust working conditions. Fill-
more would be one of many destinations as
Sophie’s father moved from one labor battle to
the next.

Sophie’s mother Margarita was also an ac-
tive organizer alongside her husband. But
Tiburcio initially looked to Sophie’s younger
brothers to carry the family torch of community
activism. He would soon discover that it was
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