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his daughter, Sophie, who held the spark in-
side her. It was in high school that Sophie at-
tempted her first organizing effort. By this 
time, her family had settled in Campbell. Her 
school had many clubs, but freshman Sophie 
was upset to discover it did not have a Span-
ish club. Her father taught her how to create 
support through the circulation of petitions and 
how to build coalitions of teachers and stu-
dents. Her efforts were rewarded with a new 
club. 

When Sophie married and moved to East 
San Jose with her husband Gilbert, her new 
surroundings provided her opportunity to take 
on one entrenched injustice after another. And 
these changes have left a lasting imprint on 
San Jose to this day. It was because of her 
organizing efforts that the first student walkout 
in California occurred at Roosevelt Junior High 
School to protest unequal education funding 
and discrimination by administrators. It was 
because of her that 2,000 activists marched to 
City Hall to speak out against the excessive 
use of force by the San Jose Police Depart-
ment, and that 1,000 residents formed the 
Community Alert Patrol to monitor police activ-
ity. 

And it it was because of her that the first 
major health clinic was established in East 
San Jose. I remember so well the forceful ad-
vocacy that made the East Valley Clinic a re-
ality. It stands today as a tribute to Sophie’s 
values. 

And an important part of her legacy was 
working for reform of the system by which the 
city of San Jose elected city council members. 
She demanded the city dismantle its at-large 
election system, which underrepresented mi-
nority communities, and replace it with district 
representation. The newly drawn districts en-
sured a council seat to East San Jose, and 
provide a voice today to Vietnamese-American 
and Latino communities across San Jose. 

Throughout her activism, Sophia Mendoza 
was a strong and proud mother. She pushed 
strollers as she marched to city hall. She 
brought crayons to city council meetings. In 
fact, her passion for justice was largely driven 
by her role as a mother. It was to protect her 
children’s right to education that she first orga-
nized. In her words, ‘‘community organizing 
starts at home.’’ Her two daughters, Linda Ra-
mirez and Saundra Panlasigui, and her son 
William Mendoza, currently reside in San 
Jose, in the community their mother fought to 
make a just home for them. 

Her passing was a sudden and immense 
loss for the San Jose community. She fought 
for issues that we continue to fight for across 
our nation: access to education and health 
care, equal treatment by the police, and work-
ers rights. On behalf of my constituents, I 
thank her for her unwavering efforts to make 
San Jose a fair and just home for us all. I 
have lost a dear friend who made a tremen-
dous difference. 
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CONGRATULATING GARY 
WILLIAMS 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Gary Williams of Mitchell, Ne-

braska, on his dedication to serving the people 
of our state. Gary recently retired from the Ne-
braska Department of Motor Vehicles after 
more than 35 years of service. 

Gary is a dedicated civil servant whose 
commitment to his work is a true testament to 
his character. He told me about his love for 
his job, which allowed him to make a positive 
impact on many Nebraskans during his years 
at the Department of Motor Vehicles. 

On behalf of the people of Nebraska’s Third 
District, I thank Mr. Williams for his service 
and congratulate him on the start of this new 
chapter in his life. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I was unable to vote March 16–19 because 
of the birth of my daughter, Carmen Gabriela. 
Had I been present, I would have voted: 

Roll Call 113—Yea 
Roll Call 114—Yea 
Roll Call 115—Yea 
Roll Call 116—Yea 
Roll Call 117—Yea 
Roll Call 118—Yea 
Roll Call 119—Yea 
Roll Call 120—No 
Roll Call 121—Yea 
Roll Call 122—No 
Roll Call 123—No 
Roll Call 124—No 
Roll Call 125—Yea 
Roll Call 126—Yea 
Roll Call 127—Yea 
Roll Call 128—Yea 
Roll Call 129—Yea 
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WOMEN IN WWII 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, they were 
tenacious, they were selfless and they were 
humble. They were the 350,000 women of the 
greatest generation who served in the U.S. 
Armed Forces. For many years their altruistic 
efforts went without recognition. However, 
these women were the sustaining fuel and en-
ergy in helping the U.S. victory during the 
great WWII. Not only were they the backbone 
of the nation, they were the backbones of their 
families. These women represent the word pa-
triot to its fullest extent. Women joined the war 
effort in two distinct and important ways: 

Some supported America at home in fac-
tories, machine shops and businesses while 
taking care of their families. Others joined the 
military and fought the war in uniform. 

WWII not only changed American history 
but changed American society. 

With over 16 million fighting overseas, typ-
ical male roles were left open, creating enor-
mous needs throughout the nation. At the re-
quest of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, women 
stepped right in to assume their position in the 
workforce. The traditional home was forever 

altered with more women joining the work-
force. 

America was captivated by the new 
personas of women. Rosie the Riveter served 
as a constant reminder that women can abso-
lutely do it too. Women were the concrete 
foundation in what was a man’s world. Women 
were not only wives and mothers; they were 
the workforce for the ‘‘Arsenal of Democracy’’. 
They were truck drivers, air plane mechanics, 
lab technicians, radio operators, meteorolo-
gists, translators, and photograph analyzers. 

Mr. Speaker, on a personal note, when my 
mother, Dorrace Hill, was a teenager she was 
one of the home front warriors who answered 
the call. She went to school during the day, 
and worked 40 hours a week as a receptionist 
at the Kyle Hotel in Temple, Texas. 

But she spent a great deal of time as a Red 
Cross Volunteer and later an employee at 
McCloskey Army Hospital—later a VA Hos-
pital—caring for wounded GIs. (After Germany 
surrendered in 1945 my Army Dad, TSGT Vir-
gil Poe, was sent from Europe to nearby Ft 
Hood TEXAS to be reequipped for the inva-
sion of Japan when WWII ended. He later met 
and married my mother in Temple, Texas. 
Now they live in Houston, Texas.) 

Other women began serving in America’s 
Armed Forces. These volunteers became 
members of the U.S. Army, and Navy. As 
nurses they tended sick and wounded 
throughout the U.S. and the world. They took 
care of American warriors worldwide. Texas 
pioneered these efforts for female warriors. 

Texas was home to the Women Air Force 
Service Pilots (WASP). These women were 
the first women in history to fly America’s mili-
tary aircrafts. Texas is the only state where 
these women completed WASP flight training. 
Sweetwater, Texas became home to Avenger 
Field—the only base in history to train exclu-
sively women to fly military aircraft. These 
women flew all types of military aircraft that 
would later be used by male pilots in combat. 
Women would also serve in the U.S. Navy as 
WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service). 

These would be both in the enlisted and of-
ficer ranks. One of the most influential women 
during the 1940’s was Oveta Culp Hobby. It 
should be no surprise that she was a Texan. 
Of course! 

Oveta was the first director of the Women’s 
Army Corps (WAC) the women’s branch of the 
U.S. Army. Oveta paved the way for women 
warriors, recognizing that women too could 
serve their country. She went on to become 
the first secretary of the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare under President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

From Rosie the Riveter, to my mother, to 
Oveta Hobby and the thousands more women 
who served in the home land and foreign 
lands, they were that remarkable breed of 
Americans who deserve our utmost thanks. 
They were the very heart behind the cause. 

They became role models for future genera-
tions. General George S. Patton once re-
marked that we should thank God that such 
men as our warriors lived; we should too 
praise God that such remarkable women lived. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
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