March 23, 2015

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO THE
SASSOON FAMILY OF BROOKLYN,
NEW YORK, FOR THEIR UN-
SPEAKABLE LOSS

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with a very heavy
heart. This weekend, my district expe-
rienced an unspeakable loss. One of our
families in the Midwood section of
Brooklyn lost seven of its children to a
horrific fire. I wanted to come to the
floor to just extend our condolences to
the Sassoon family, where mother and
daughter are currently hospitalized.
We are wishing them a speedy and
healthy recovery.

To the extended community, we all
mourn the loss of these children, and
we will do everything we can going for-
ward to impress upon the community,
those with large families, the impor-
tance of fire safety, and that we make
sure that we keep our loved ones safe
by having fire detectors on every floor
of our homes and fire extinguishers
where possible.

———
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DO NOT BAN MOM’S BROWNIES
FROM SCHOOL

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my
mother makes wonderful double-choco-
late brownies. As a kid, I would take
them to school, and the PTA would sell
them in the school bake sale to raise
money for projects like uniforms for
the school band and cheerleaders.

When our four kids were in school,
they would take brownies for school
bake sales as well. And now my
grandkids can still use their great-
grandmother’s brownie recipe for
school bake sales.

But warning, Mr. Speaker: the Fed-
eral school food police are regulating
school bake sales. You see, now the
government wants to control and, in
some cases, prohibit school bake sales
in the name of making kids healthier.
No more homemade cupcakes, brown-
ies, or baked goods unless they meet
government calorie, sugar, and fat
standards. Not healthy, sayeth the
bake sale police.

The Federal Government is becoming
the parent of American Kkids. What is
next? Are they going to tell schoolkids
what they can wear?

Parents and schools should decide
whether to have bake sales or not.
Uncle Sam doesn’t know better. Par-
ents know better.

Let Mom’s homemade brownies back
in the schools.

And that’s just the way it is.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALKER). The Chair will remind all
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persons in the gallery that they are
here as guests of the House and that
any manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation
of the rules of the House.

EMPOWERING PATIENTS WITH
FSAs AND HSAs

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, today is
the fifth anniversary of the President’s
new health care law, and it is apparent
that the law has made it much more
difficult for hardworking Americans to
have flexibility with their own health
care choices.

For instance, health care savings ac-
counts and flexible savings accounts
put power in the hands of patients by
letting them make their own decisions
when it comes to their own care.

But the new health care law actually
prohibits someone from using their
own money in their own health care
savings account or flexible spending
account to purchase simple over-the-
counter medications like Advil or
Claritin unless they first get a doctor’s
prescription. This makes absolutely no
sense.

Today, I am introducing the Family
Health Care Flexibility Act that will
restore the ability of parents to take
control of their own decisions when it
comes to the care of their children in
purchasing over-the-counter medica-
tions without a doctor’s prescription.

Mr. Speaker, instead of a top-down,
one-size-fits-all centralized health care
system, we need solutions that provide
patients with greater value, more
choices, and lower costs.

———

JOINT REAPPOINTMENT OF INDI-
VIDUALS TO BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF OFFICE OF COMPLI-
ANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Speaker and Minority Leader of the
House of Representatives and the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders of the
United States Senate, their joint re-
appointment, pursuant to section 301 of
the Congressional Accountability Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381), as amended by
Public Law 114-6, of the following indi-
viduals on March 23, 2015, each to a 2-
yvear term on the Board of Directors of
the Office of Compliance:

Mr. Alan V. Friedman, Los Angeles,
California

Ms. Susan S. Robfogel, Rochester,
New York
Ms. Barbara Childs Wallace,

Ridgeland, Mississippi
———
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from Illi-
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nois (Ms. KELLY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
first, I yield to the gentlewoman from
Washington, Congresswoman DELBENE.

REMEMBERING THE HIGHWAY 530 MUDSLIDE

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentlewoman for yielding.

I rise today to honor, recognize, and
remember the events from 1 year ago
when lives in my district changed in a
matter of seconds. Part of a mountain-
side slid into the Steelhead Haven
neighborhood, claiming 43 lives, nu-
merous homes, and damaging public in-
frastructure.

The people of Oso, Darrington, Ar-
lington, the Stillaguamish Tribe, and
the Sauk-Suiattle Tribe will never be
the same, but I have great faith in
these communities.

The Highway 530 mudslide was a
heartbreaking disaster. It caused unbe-
lievable devastation and tragic loss of
life. But even through such a painful
tragedy, it has been inspiring to see
how the community has come together,
people doing everything they can to
help each other. Their response in the
face of calamity has been incredible.

I joined these communities yesterday
to honor the memories of those we lost
and recognize everyone’s efforts, in-
cluding the first responders who self-
lessly risked their lives to save others.

Recovery continues to be a slow, dif-
ficult process, but I am confident that
through our work together we will con-
tinue to get through these difficult
times stronger and closer than ever.

Federal, State, and local agencies
like the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, or FEMA, and the State
Department of Transportation re-
sponded to calls for aid when our com-
munities needed roads rebuilt, an ex-
tension for filing taxes, help to get kids
to school, or to find new housing.

I will continue to push for resources
until these communities are fully re-
stored. But instead of simply sending
aid after a disaster, lawmakers need to
do more to ensure that we fund pro-
grams and research efforts to prevent
future natural disasters from becoming
national tragedies.

One thing that struck me most while
spending time in these communities
and with local emergency command
centers was the spirit, courage, and co-
operation of everyone who pitched in
to help.

FEMA officials even commented that
this was the first time they allowed
locals to be so heavily involved in res-
cue efforts. They did so because the
people of these communities brought
unique skills, experience, and deter-
mination. For example, loggers under-
stood how to use heavy machinery in a
challenging environment with 40 feet of
mud, rocks, and trees. It was the first
natural disaster where everyone—Fed-
eral and local—worked together so
well.

Lawmakers in our Nation’s Capital
could learn a lot from the people of
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