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are represented in red—represent the
budget the President sent to Capitol
Hill this year. Now, this budget is sub-
stantially similar to the budgets he has
sent to Capitol Hill every year.

If the President was standing here to-
night, Madam Speaker, I don’t think I
would be mischaracterizing him if I say
what he would tell you is he wants to
freeze our debt as a percent of the size
of our economy, and as long as our
economy is rising then, he believes we
can continue to let our debt rise. He
calls that primary balance, when you
lock in your debt as a static percent of
GDP but continue to borrow forever—
forever.

What I am showing you here on this
chart, Madam Speaker, is our budget
alternative, produced by the Budget
Committee, to be voted on in the House
tomorrow. What our budget does is
take deficits for about $350 billion next
year down to zero.

I don’t even know if you know this
word down on the end, Madam Speaker.
It says ‘‘surplus”—no reason you
should know it. We haven’t seen one in
your time on Capitol Hill. I would
argue we haven’t seen one in my life-
time.

We talked about them happening in
the nineties, but as you know, that was
a little funny math there, the Social
Security trust fund and other issues. It
has been a long time since we have
seen a surplus in our budget, but that
is what our ideas produce. That is what
our tough choices produce. That is
what our commitment to solving prob-
lems produces.

The President, on the other hand,
raises taxes over $1 trillion, new taxes
over $1 trillion, and continues to spend,
s0 much so that in the years that we
are balancing, Madam Speaker, the
President is borrowing an additional $1
trillion a year.

He would tell you that the reason he
is borrowing it is because investment
in America is important, and it is. He
would tell you that the reason he is
borrowing is because, if we don’t invest
in challenges today, we are not going
to be able to reap the benefits of those
challenges tomorrow, and he is right.

We are not arguing in this institu-
tion, Madam Speaker, we are not de-
bating in this institution, we are not
grappling in this institution about the
merit of investing in America. We all
believe that we should.

What we are talking about is whether
or not we should pay for that invest-
ment. If we think it is a good idea,
should we find the money for it today?
Or do we just think it is enough of a
good idea for our children to figure out
how to pay for it or our grandchildren
to figure out how to pay for it?

But it is not so much of a good idea
that you and I would actually burden
ourselves with making the tough deci-
sion today—nonsense. I reject that vi-
sion. I reject the President’s growing
deficits out. I reject the President’s
budget that says: Not only am I not
going to balance tomorrow, not only
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am I not going to balance in the next
10 years, I am not going to balance the
budget ever.

Now, that is not a small thing we are
arguing about. This isn’t just some
sort of partisan sniping that happens
between Republicans and Democrats.
There is a fundamental disagreement
about who we are as Americans, about
what the role of Federal Government
is.

The House Budget Committee says:
Let’s try to balance this budget in the
next 10 years. The time to stop bur-
dening our children and our grand-
children with debt is now.

The President says: I have spending
priorities for America. Let’s grow the
amount of money we are borrowing
every single year. Let’s balance the
budget never.

I don’t know if you get this in town-
hall meetings back home like I do,
Madam Speaker, but folks say: ROB,
why can’t you guys just work this out?
Why can’t you get together, close the
doors, work this out? We have serious
problems. You need to solve the serious
problems.

Madam Speaker, I have got a Presi-
dent who is prioritizing balancing the
budget never, and I have got a House
Budget Committee that is prioritizing
balancing the budget in the next 10
years. Those aren’t small differences.
The differences could not get much
larger.

I don’t expect to sell everyone in this
institution on the Budget Committee’s
ideas for balancing this budget, Madam
Speaker. I am not going to get every
vote in this Chamber. I am going to
keep selling it, but I am not going to
get every vote in this Chamber. I rec-
ognize that.

What I am going to prioritize is sell-
ing folks in this Chamber on the fact
that if we choose to borrow money, we
are either taking it from the next gen-
eration’s benefits, or we are taking it
from the next generation’s tax bill.

The bill is going to come due. These
deficits that the President proposes are
going to come due. These deficits that
we have already run are going to come
due. It’s either a benefit cut for the
next generation or a tax increase for
the next generation. There is no free
lunch.

Now, I don’t purport to have all the
answers, Madam Speaker, though we
have got a pretty good blueprint here.
What I do propose, though, is that we
are going to be closer to finding the an-
swers if we bring all of the ideas to-
gether.

I see my friends from the Rules Com-
mittee sitting here in the corner to-
night, Madam Speaker. They have been
upstairs grinding through the paper-
work. It was a little more complicated
rule tonight than it ordinarily is be-
cause we took every single idea that
any Member of this Chamber had about
balancing the budget. If you wanted to
write your budget, it is made in order
for debate this week, budget week.

I don’t know which budget is going to
win, Madam Speaker, though I have

March 23, 2015

my preferences. What I do know is that
if you are in the solutions business,
you had your shot this week. If you are
in the solutions business, you had a
chance to put your money where your
mouth is, literally, your money, all of
our money, all taxpayer money, these
budgets together, in a document.

We are going to debate some doozies
this week. We are going to debate some
budgets that purport cutting spending
virtually in half, and we are going to
debate some budgets that virtually
double taxation in this country. We
will see where those chips fall.

Madam Speaker, that didn’t sound
like the exciting thing that it is. That
is what is so interesting to me about
the work that goes on. Everybody is
out in front of the cameras all day
long, every day, talking about the
issues that the pundits want to talk
about.

What our reading clerk just did here,
in 15 uneventful seconds, is set into
motion the most open, the most com-
prehensive, the most optimistic week
of public policy debate this institution
will see in 2015. I am honored to be just
a small part of that.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. CON. RES. 27, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016

Mr. WOODALL (during the Special
Order of Mr. WoODALL), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 114-49) on the
resolution (H. Res. 163) providing for
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 27) establishing the
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2016 and setting
forth appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal years 2017 through 2025, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

————
OBAMACARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McSALLY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker,
well, here we are, the fifth anniversary
of—well, at least this weekend—what
many affectionately or disaffection-
ately call ObamaCare.

It is kind of hard to call it the Af-
fordable Care Act because we—many of
us—know exactly how much jeopardy
it has put finances for people all over
the country. There are some people
that are getting back enough in sub-
sidies that they like it.

It is important, I think, as a great
followup to my friend from Georgia
talking about the budget, to follow up
and look at the predictions that were
made 5 years ago about the bill that
passed without a single Republican
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